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^  PREFACE. 


To  all  the  fuirounding  nations   France 
prefents  an  aflonifhihg  and  moft  interefting 
lpe£tacle.    The  convulfions  with  which  (he 
has  been  fliook,  and  the  changes   which 
fhe  has  undergone,   are  big  with  the  moft 
important   confequences.      What  will   be 
the  refult  of  her  revolution,' — ^into  what 
form  of  government  flie  will  finally  fettle, 
-—and  how  it  will  ultimately  affedl  Europe, 
are  points  on  which  it  is  as  yet  impofGble 
abfolutely  to  decide*      Men  furmife  and 
predid):  as  their  intereft,  their  wifhes,  or 
their  party  may  dictate,  and  ar6  gratified  by 
any  fhadow  of  evidence  which  ferves  to  cor- 
roborate or  juftify  their  opinions.     Hence 
ivriters  on  each  fide  have  their  admirers, 
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and  intemperance  and  exaggeration  fuo-i 
ceed  better  than  calmnefs  and  moderation. 
We  are  told,  that  it*  is  imppflible  for 
the  narrator  of  the  events  and  circum- 
ftances  of  his  own  times  to  he  impartial^ 
and  that  things,  in  proportion  as  they  are 
viewed  through  the  coloured  ai;d  diftprt- 
U«  medium  of  p^udicc.  wiU  be  more  or 
lef3  mifreprefented. 

•  This  pofition,  indeed,  I  ^m  by  no  means 
difpofed  to  controvert.  Of  the  fubjefl:  of 
the  following  Letters  I  would  fay,  Peri-^ 
culofum  eft  credere  et  non  credere^  Real 
information  is  important,  but  it  is  hard  to 
point  out  where  this  information  is  to  be  ob- 
tained. Each  party  has  its  appropriate  tale, 
and  is  prepared  to  reply  to  every  llatement 
from  the  oppofite  quarter, 

<^  It  is  oQt  fid,  thpn  hsA  ntf-ipd^d,  wHAnsaxi ; 
^s  Be  well  gUvU'd }  teU  o'er  thy  U^le  again. 
■f  *  It  cannot  be. 
\*  X  truft  I  may  not  truft  thee." 

The 


The  man  yfiho  wifhes  to  approsdmat^ 
his  opinion  as  nearly  as  poffible  towards  the 
truth,  will  pertife  every  profefled  partyv,- 
writerwith  diilruft^and  compare  and  anali^ie 
the  difcordant  accounts  of  the  fame  tranfac* 
tions.  He  may,  after  all,  be  more  di£r 
pofed  to  form  his  judgment  by  combining 
fk  number  of  detached  and  apparently  un^ 
Important  details,  than  by  the  ftudied  nar^ 
rative  of  the  fyftematic  hiftorian ;  he  may 
prefer  a  flight  Sketch  taken  m  p^ffant  and 
without  any  profefled  objed,  to  a  mor^ 
laboured  pi^yre  by  the  hand  of  a  party 
artift. 

To  every  perfon  of  this  defcription  the 
Letters  which  I  am  here  prefenting  to  the 
Public  will  be  acceptable.  Though  they 
fnay  not  be  ftriSly  impartial,  they  appear  to 
have  been  written  under  no  reprehenfihle 
impreflion.  They  abound  more  in  plain 
^ndecorated  narrative,  than  in  deep  and 

pointed  * 
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pointed  reflexion ;  and  are  fimply  the 
Journal  of  an  EngUfli  Lady,  who  was  lately 
making  a  tour  through  France,  in  com- 
pany with  her  hufband,  a  military  gentle- 
man, and  a  foreigner,  but  who,  neverthe- 
lefs,  had  refided  in  a  flattering  fituation 
feveral  years  in  England.  They  were  ad- 
drefled  to  a  Lady  of  Fafliion  attached  to 
one  of  the  branches  of  the  Royal  Family, 
and  have  been  put  into  my  hands  to 
prepare  them  for  the  prefs ; — Shaving  been 
thought  to  contain  fome  information, 
which,  in  thefe  times,  would  not  be  unac- 
ceptable to  the  Public. 

Being  a  mere  Journal,  written  on  "  the 
«  fpur  of  the  occafion,"  without  any  re- 
gard tp  ftyle  and  arrangement,  and  con- 
taining a  number  of  private  as  well  as 
public  matters,  they  required  fome  abridg- 
ment and  corredion  to  fit  them  for  Pub- 
lication. I  have  been  requefted  to  under- 
take 
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take  the  o£5ce  of  Editor,  andv  I  hope  that  I 
have  not  done  more  than  the  fiate  of  the 
Letters,  when  put  into  my  hands,  required. 
I  have  intitled  them — A  Sketch  of  Modern 
France^  though  every  part  of  their  con- 
tents may  not  anfwer  this  title, — have 
affixed  a  motto, — and  given  a  plain  tranf-< 
lation  of  the  French  pafTages.  I  am 
forry  not  to  be  permitted  to  mention 
either  the  name  of  the  Lady  who  wrote  >^ 

them,  or  that  of  the  Lady  to  whom  they 
were  addrefled,  as  this  has  obliged  me  re- 
ludiantly  to  put  my  own  in  the  title  in 
order  to  authenticate  the  publication. 

Though,  however,  I  ftand  forward  to 
declare  the  publication  to  be,  what  it  pre- 
tends to  be, — the  Letters  of  a  Lady  written 
in  France  and  partly  in  Switzerland,  during 
the  years  1796  and  1797, — I  cannot,  be 
fuppofed  to  be  anfwerable  for  the  truth 
pf  the  fads  related.     I  can  only  aiTure  the 

PubUc, 
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Public^  that  the  Liaidy  who  Wrote  theft  il 
ttuly  amiable  and  refpe£Uble ;  'atid  that, 
though  it  may  be  poflible  for  her  to  be 
impofed  on  and  deceived,  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  fhe  would  knowingly  impofe 
tm  or  deceive  any  one,  efpecially  a  £riend. 

C  L.  MOODY. 
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My  dear  Madam,  Calais,  Oft.  24,  1795. 

T  T  has  been  obferved  that  "  there  is 
-*•  "  fcarcely  ahy  mind  fo  fluggilh  as  not 
•*  to  feel  a  certain  degree  of  rapture  at  the 
*'  thought  of  travelling;"  and  if  under 
ordinary  circumftances  we  have  an  ea- 
gerneis  to  vifit  and  explore  foreign  fcenes 
and  manners,  you  may  judge  how  much 
my  Quriofity  was  itimulated  by  the  ex- 

B  pe£tation 
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pedation  of  feeing  France  in  thefe  timcft. 
I  fat  my  feet  on  this  fliore,  peopled  by  mil- 
lions hoftile  to  my  native  country,  with 
fome  trepidation ;  but  this  \^as  a  fenfation 
which  yielded  to  ardor  for  novelty,  and  to 
the  defire  excited  in  my  mind  of  tracing 
the  effe£ts  of  one  of  the  greateft  political 
changes  which  the  world  has. ever  expe- 
rienced. It  was  referved  for  the  conclu- 
lion  of  the  eighteenth  century,  to  exhibit  a 
great  and  powerful  people,  in  the  heart  of 
enlightened  Europe,  who  bad  been  cele- 
brated for  their  attachment  to  monarchy, 
and  were  proud  of  the  fplendor  of  their 
civil  and  religious  inftitutions,  on  a  fudden^ 
almoft,  to  change  their  veneration  for  all 
that  was  old  and  eftabliflied,  into  a  rage  for 
fomething  entirely  new ; — to  effedt  a  total 
fubyerfion  of  their  government  and  relf- 
gion  ; — to  tefolve  themfelves  into  almofl:  a 
ftate  of  nature,  and  from  this'ftate  to  form 
for  themfelves  a  fyftem  of  government 
wholly  unlike  the  preceding,  -     -  : 

'What 


What  are  termed  Revolutions  in  the  hif- 
toFies  of  other  countries,  are  but  mild  al- 
terations compared  with  what  the  country 
in  which  I  am  now  writing  has  expe- 
rienced. Tliat  event  which  we  call  the 
Revolution^  wheil  fpeaking  of  our  own 
country  and  hiflory,  operated  no  vio- 
lent and  convulfive  changCi  It  afFedied 
none  of  the  great  principles  of  the  confti- 
tution ;  it  neither  annihilated  the  monar- 
chy, the  ariftocracy,  nor  the  church  j  k 
invaded  the  property  of  no  order  of  men, 
nor  did  it  abolifh  any  of  our  civil  ufages 
and  inftitutions.  But  what  is  called  the 
French  Revolution  has  had  the  tStOi  of  an 
earthquake  on  fociety  j  it  has  fhook  and 
fubverted  every  thing  to  the  very  founda- 
tion J  it  has  not  **  leji  one  Jlme  upon  an^ 
**  other-  of  the  old  government.  This  is 
completely  in  ruins,  and  the  a&ors^  in  this 
drama^  of  change  are  kbouriQg  to  ere£t  a 
ftru£hire,  bearing  no  refemblance  to  what 

otlce  occupied  its  place. 
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The  effeds  of  this  convulfion,  and  neW 
order  of  things,  I  fhall  now  have  an  op« 
portunity  of  beholding;  and  be  aflured. 
Madam,  that  you  will  have  from  me,  as 
often  as  I  can  write,  a  faithful,  though  I 
cannot  promife  you  an  elegant  narration. 
If  my  letters  have  any  value,  it  will  be 
from  their  containing  fads.  I  am  refolved 
not  to  be  a  lying  traveller.  Like  a  grand- 
juryman,!  confider  myfelf  bound  to  *'  make 
**  a  true  prefeniment  of  things  as  they  Ihall 
**  come  to  my  knowledge.'*  I  will  endea- 
vour that  neither  hatred  for  the  French, 
nor  love  for  the  Engliih,  ihall  keep  me 
from  feeing  and  relating  the  truth.  You 
muft  remember,  however,  that  Truth  is  not 
a  lady  of  the  moft  eafy  accefs,  and  that  in 
our  (ituation  there  may  be  times  when  we 
may  be  unable  to  puflx  ourfelves  even  into 
her  antichambef . 

Having  thus  developed  my  fenfations, 
and  explained  the  principle  on  which  I 
have  commenced  my  journal,  I  proceed  to 

acq[uaint 
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acquaint  you  with  the  particulars  of  our 
voyage,  and  with  the  firft  fcenes  that  pre- 
iented  themfelves  to  our  aftonifhed  fight. 

We  failed  from  Dover  on  one  of  the 
finefl:  mornings  in  Oiflober,  with  a  fair 
wind.  The  cliffs  of  dear,  dear  Albion  faft 
retired  from  our  view,  while  thofe  of 
France  as  rapidly  fwelled  on  the  fight.  In 
a  few  hours  we  approached  Calais.  As  the 
veffel  was  preparing  to  enter  this  Gallic 
port,  B.  and  myfelf  were  aroufed  from  a 
Hate  of  (lupidity,  which  the  motion  of  the 
fhip  had  occafioned,  by  a  violent  noife,  prp- 
ceeding,  as  we  foon  found,  from  a  boat  of 
no  inconfiderable  fize,  filled  with  failors 
and  foldiers,  who  making  the  befi:  of  their 
way  towards  us,  immediately  boarded  the 
veffel,  the  former  going  to  the  helm,  the 
latter,  with  fixed  bayonets,  taking  poffef- 
fion  of  the  (hip. 

Judge  of  my  alarm  j  for  I  fancied  that 
we  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  fome  mi^ 
ferable  privateer.  Soon,  however,  were 
my  fears  diffipated.     I  found  that  the  fol- 

B  3  diers. 
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dierSy  notwithftanding  their  terrific  appear^a 
ance^  were  perfcdly  di^ofed  to  be  harm-. 
lefs,  and  only  came  in  coniequence  of  the 
embargo  which  had  taken  place  two  days 
previous  to  our  arrivaL  With  pleafure  aMo 
I  learnt  that  the  perfon,  who  had  taken  the 
command  of  the  helm,  was  nothing  more 
than  a  Calaia  pilot,  who,  feeing  us  fleering 
too  much  weftward,  was  come  to  our 
afiiflance,  to  preveqt  our  being  driven  on 
the  fands,  a  danger  tp  which  we  were, 
from  the  boifterous  flate  of  the  elements, 
not  a  little  expofed.  Nor  were  the  foldiera 
lefs  attentive  to  calm  the  alarms  which  their 
prefence  had  at  firft  excited,  than  the  failors 
to  fecure  us  from  danger.  They  hinted 
to  the  captain  the  obftacles  the  embargo 
had  thrown  in  his  way,  and  advifed  him, 
as  the  only  means  of  gaining  permit 
fion  to  enter  Calais  harbour,  to  fay  that 
he  was  from  Hamburgh,  and  bound  to 
Dieppe.  t 

To  me,  who  abominate  lying  and  hypo- 
Crify,  what  I  overheard  from  the  foldiers 

^  was 
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was  very  unpleafant^  and  I  was  repairing 
to  the  cabia  to  inform  the  reft  of  the  female 
paflengers  with  the  painful  news  of  the 
neceffity  of  deception;  but  B.  reftrained 
me,  left  I  fhould  fay  too  much,  and  exprefs 
myfelf  improperly. 

I  was  therefore  filent,  and  the  Captain  fo 
managed  matters  as  to  be  allowed  to  enter 
the  harbour.  Here  my  aftonifhment  be- 
gan. Such  a  motley  group  prefented 
themfelyes  on  the  pier,  as  my  Englifli  eyes 
had  never  feen  before,  while  flioals  at  a 
diftance  were  vociferating  a  thoufand  oaths,. 
a  la  Fran^aife ;  le  tout  enfemble  *  forming 
fo  ftrange  and  grotefque  an  appearance, 
that  I  could  have  fuppofed  myfelf  looking 
at  a  caricature  rather  than  at  a  fcene  of  real 
life.  But  this  illufion  was  momentary,  and 
I  foon  found  that  I  was  not  only  contem- 
plating human  beings,  but  enemies,  with 
their  fufpicions  awake. 

♦  The  all-togcthcr* 
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Our  falfe  ftatement  did  not  do  us  all  tho? 
good  we  expefted.  We  were  forced  to 
remain  on  board  till  tke  Commander  of  the^ 
port  had  infpeded  the  Captain's  papers,  and 
received  his  depofition ;  and  we  were  under 
the  greateft  apprehenfion  that  the  Munici- 
pality, after  deliberating  on  our  cafe,  would 

have  ordered  iis  to  Dieppe.  After  being 
kept  in  this  ftate  of  fufpenfe  for  fome  hours^ 
we  at  laft  obtained  permiflion  to  come  on 
fliore,  but  we  were  ordered  to  leave  every 
item  of  baggage  behind,  that  it  might  be 
taken  to  the  Douane^  or  cuftom-houfe,  to 
undergo  the  ufual  ceremony  of  vifitation, 
&c 

Here,  then,  began  our  entree  puhlique^ 
which,  though  not  brilliant,  was  tout-a-r 
fait  en  iruUtaire^  for  we  were  efcorted,  amidft 
a  concourfe  of  fpedtators,  to  the  governor's 
houfe,  by  two  municipal  officers,  and  four 
fufijeers,  who  permitted  us  to  halt  by  the 
way,  to  purchafe  national  badges,  which 
Y'e  did  for  fix-pence  Englifh  each.     The 

eoverncy 
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governor  received  us  with  politenefs,  and 
feemed  an  elegant,  genteel  man.  He  at-i 
tended  to  our  depofition  in  a  manner  that 
convinced  us  that  he  fufpe£ted  the  whole  j 
yet  with  no  wifh  to  embarrafs  us  by  de-i 
tedtion,  feeing  us  to  be  mere  travellers, 
and  quickly  paffed  Us  to  the  Municipality 
aflembled  in  the  town-hall,  where  we  un-i  i 

I  1 

I 

derwent  an  examination  as  to  our  names,  ' 

age,  country,  place  of  deftination,  &c. 
This  ceremon^y  concluded,  we  were  turned 
over  to  the  rejponfabilite  of  the  matter  of 
the  hotel,  at  whofe  houfe  we  have  takeu 
up  our  refidence,  which  is  fituated  between 
ia  Rue  de  la  Prifon^  isf  Rue  Egalitey  nearly 
contiguous  to    the   ci-devant   convent  of  i 

Benedidiines,  which  (the  gateway  ex- 
cepted) has  undergone  a  moft  complete 
metamorphofis ;  the  whole  of  that  exten- 
five  building  being  now  converted  into 
^  fhops  an4  warehoufes  j  and  as  a  proof  how 
things  in  the  courfe  of  time  may  deviate 
|rom  their  original  purpofe  and  deflgnation, 

what; 
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what  was  oace  the  facrtjllc  is  now — z,  gin% 
Jhop. 

As  a  married  womaa,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  ought  to  iay  any  thing  in  favour  of 
convents  and  monaflic  inftitutions*  I 
think  of  them  like  a  true  proteftant,  though 
from  my  fenfations  you  would  almoft  fuf* 
pedl  me  to  be  a  PapiiL  Errors  obtain  a 
degree  of  veneration  from  jintiquity ;  and 
if  the  Chriitian  antiquary,  amidft  th^  ruins 
and  fragments  of  idolatrous  temples  and 
altars,  figh  over  their  deftru£tion,  I  may 
be  allowed  faintly  to  lament  the  demolition 
and  vulgar  application  of  the  walls  of  a 
convent.  Could  I  fee  religion  occupying 
the  place  of  fuperftition,  I  would  rejoice ; 
but  I  cannot  perceive  any  mighty  reafon  for 
exultation  at  beholding  folly  yield  to  mad* 
nefs,  or  miftaken  piety  fupplanted  by  in- 
fidelity and  profanenefs. 

How  long  we  fhall  be  detained  at  Calais 
is  uncertain ;  all  that  we  know  is,  that  for 
the  prefeat  we  are  not  permitted  to  pur-? 

fue 
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|ue  our  intended  route.  In  other  refpeft^ 
we  have  full  liberty,  which  we  fliall  tura 
to  as  good  an  account  as  poilible*  Others 
are  in  the  fame  predicament  as  ourfelves  j 
and  from  community  in  misfortune  there  is 
a  fort  of  confolation  to  be  derived.  If  this 
detention  fhould  extend  to  only  a  few  days, 
we  fhall  not  deem  it  unfortunate,  as  it  will^ 
afford  ua  an  opportunity  of  examining 
what  otherwife,  in  the  eagernefs  of  tra- 
velling, we  might  have  pafled  unnoticed. 
Adieu:  believe  me,  I  have  feen  nothing 
yet  to  make  nae  "  out  of  love  with  my 
^*  A^tiyity/* 
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W  E  have  made  the  unlucky  difcovery 
that  the  credentials  which  my  carofpofo 
obtained  from  his  ambaflador,  will  not  of 
themfelves  further  us  on  our  way,  and  that 
we  muft  wait  here  for  a  paflport  from  Pa- 
ris before  we  can  proceed.  All  that  we 
li'ave  for  it  is — to  be  patient, — to  make  a 
virtue  out  of  neceffity,  and — to  fee  that  this 
virtue,  which  we  are  forced  to  put  on 
againft  our  inclination,  does  not  wear  out 
before  its  time,  which  patience  is  mighty 
apt  to  do. 

Had  we  taken  the  precaution,  before  we 
left  England,  of  obtaining  paffports  figned 
by  two  ambaffadors  belonging  to  neutral 
States,  and  fent  them,  by  way  of  Hamburgh, 
to  Paris,  to  be  vise  or  infpefled  by  the 
French  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  ob- 
ftacles 
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ftacles  would  have  been  removed  which  we 
now  experience,  as  we  fliould  then  have 
found  the  neceflary  paflports  at  our  landing. 
Unfortunately  we  were  ignorant  that 
this  was  neceflary,  and  are  therefore 
doomed  at  prefent  to  be  ftationary; — a 
thing  not  very  compatible  with  the  feelings 
of  travellers,  efpecially  at  the  end  of  their 
firft  ftage.  Our  hoft  tells  us  that  he  has 
difpatched  letters  in  our  favour  to  fome 
friends  of  his  in  office  at  Paris,  and  endea- 
vours to  buoy  us  up,  day  after  day,  with  the 
expedlation  that  the  next  poft  will  bring 
us — the  ^t^Xjine  qua  non — our  paflport; 
but  we  fufpeft  that  the  fellow  aflumes  a 
confequence,  and  boafls  an  influence  which 
he  does  not  poflefs. 

The  Italians,  you  know,  Madam, 
have  a  proverb  which  fays  afpcttare  e 
non  venire  is  one  of  three  things  a  far 
morire;  but  as  I  do  not  intend  that  the 
proverb  fhall  be  verified  in  me,  I  will 
employ   myfelf  with   my  pen,    and  rua 

the 
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the  rifk  of  tiring  you  as  much  with  thg 
defcription  of  Calais  as  1  am  with  the 
reality. 

Calais  itfelf  is  not  extenfive;  but  A 
ftrong  fortified  city,  fituated  in  Picardy* 
It  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  triangle,  one 
fide  of  which  faces  the  fea,  and  the  other, 
two  fine  extenfive  plains,  furroundcd  by 
deep  ditches.  The  citadel  is  large,  and  in 
good  repair,  alfo  furroundcd  y^ith  fojfee^ 
filled  by  the  fea.  In  the  harbour,  befides 
the  two  piers  that  projedt  confiderably, 
which  are  defended  by  the  forts  Ri/ban^ 
Rouge^  &c.  an  additional  one  has  been 
conftru£ted  fince  the  Revolution  j  which, 
by  dividing  the  harbour  in  two  as  it  were> 
renders  the  inner  pier  extremely  fafe.  We 
were  furprifed  to  fee  with  what  fecurity 
the  fhips  lay  in  the  harbour,  at  a  time 
when  the  fea  has  been  extremely  high  and 
tempeftuous  j  for  we  have  had  much  rough 
weather  fince  we  have  been  here,  and  feve- 
ral  veflels  have  been  wrecked  on  the  coaft* 

Th« 
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^he  mode  now  to  indicate  an  enemy's  ftxip 
at  hand,  is  by  hoifting  a  red  flag  on  the 
Fort  Rouge;  but  if  neutral,  a  blue;  and 
the  three-coloured,  if  one  of  their  own. 
Though  there  be  no  regular  dock-yards  at 
Calais  for  the  conftrudion  of  fliips,  yet 

have  we^h^ia'at  one  launch,  a  privateer, 

^^  

a  pretty  looking  veflel,  mounting  1 8  guns ; 

befides  having  feen  fome  flat-bottom  boats 
on  the  ftocks,  nearly  finifhed.  At  this 
moment,  the  harbour  is  full  of  neutral 
veflTels,  either  Danes,  Swedes,  or  Americans, 
with  fome  Spanifli,  as  well  as  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  fifliing  boats  from  the  coaft  of  Brit- 
tany, who  came  this  feafon  for  the  herring 
fiflbery,  which  is  here  confiderable,  but  h 
at  prefent  protraded  on  account  of  the  em- 
bargo ;  a  circumftance  that  occafions  much 
difcontent  to  the  proprietors  of  thefe  vef- 
fels,  it  being  extremely  detrimental  if  not 
totally  ruinous  to  thefc  poor  creatures, 
whofe  only  dependence  for  fupport  is  this 
filhery,     Thcfe  who  arc  injured,  claim  the 

right 
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right  of  complaint,  confequently  tliefc  fui* 
ferers  are  neither  very  circumfpea  or  cere** 
monious  on  this  occafion;  but  inveigh 
bitterly  and  publicly  againft  the  French 
government,  for  obftrudling  them  in  the 
purfuit  of  an  occupation  neceflary  to  their 
exiftencc.  They  are,  however,  in  daily 
expectation  of  this  grievance  being  re- 
moved, and  I  moft  fincerely  hope  they  will 
not  be  difappointed. 

It  appears  that  the  major  part  of  the 
fortifications  of  Calais  were,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the   war,  confiderably  out 

of  repair^  but  that  fmce  this  epocha,  they 
have,  in  fome  degree,  been  put,  as  B.  tells 
me,  in  a  proper  ftate  of  defence ;  in  fad, 
fuch  as  have  not  been  completed,  including 
thofe  at  Boulogne,  Gravelines,  St.  Omers, 
Arras,  Dunkirk,  &c*  are  at  prefent  adtually 
offered  by  government  to  be  continued  by 
contract.  Befides,  as  the  environs  of  Ca^ 
lais  can  at  certain  times  of  the  year  be  with 

cafe  inundated,  this   city  may  furely  be 

deemed 
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deemed  a  key  of  no  inconfiderable  ftrength 
and  importance  to  Picardy.  It  is  likewife 
defended  by  a  ftrong  citadel  and  feveral 
outworks,  as  redoubts,  homworks,  con- 
tregardes,  &c.  &c, :  but  its  garrifon  at  pre-^ 
fent  is  very  inconfiderable,  not  exceeding 
2000  infantry  J  500  of  which  belong  to 
the  artillery,  and  the  remaining  1500  made 
a  part  of  the  ci-devant  battalion  taken  by 
the  Auftrians  at  Manheim  two  years  ago, 
and  which  have  fince  been  exchanged* 

Thefe  men  have  in  general  a  military 
appearance,  notwithftanding  the  hardfhips 
they  experienced  during  their  captivity ;  yet 
moil  of  them  being  natives  of  the  South  of 
France,  £^nd  accuilomed  to  a  warmer  cli<* 
mate  than  that  they  now  inhabit,  complain 
that  the  cold  northerly  wind  afiedls  them 
feverely :  this  change  of  atmofphere  feems 
to  difiufe  a  degree  of  dejedlion  on  their 
countenances.  As  we  have  frequently  in 
our  walks  been  tempted  to  fpeak  to  them, 
wc  have  gained  the  following  intelligence, 

C  VIZ. 
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VIZ.  that  they^  as  well  as  the  greater  part  of, 
the  military  who  now  conftitute  the  Repub- 
lican armies,  are  in  general  compofed  of  vo- 
lunteers and  requifttion  men.  They  appear  to 
be  unanimous  in  their  wifli  for  peace,  and 
the  defire  of  returning  quietly  to  their  na- 
tive homes.     Two  of  them  in  particular 
furprifed   us  not  a  little  by  their  anfwers. 
On  our  faying  it  was  natural  they  fhould 
be  defirous  of  peace,  an  event  that  would 
make  them  fo  rich,  their  government  hav- 
ing  decreed   a  milliard  to    be    diftributed 
at  that  period   aniongft  the  militar)%  as  a 
reward  for   their    fervices.       "  Parbleu,*' 
faid   they,  with    fome   quicknefs,  "  nous 
'  leur  ferons  bien  grace  de  leur  milliard^ 
'  pourvu  qu'ils  veuillent  prendre  foin  de 

*  nos  eftropies,  qui  font  obliges  de  mendier 
'  leur  pain :  pour  nous,  quoiqu'  il  y  en  ait 
'  tres  pen  parmi  nous  qui  n'ayent  deux  ou 

*  trois  bleffures,  nous  ne  defirons  que  d'etre 

*  rendus  a  nos  parens :  d'ailleurs,  que  fi- 

*  gnifient  leurs  decrets?  ne  changent-ils  pas 


"  comme 
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*^  comme  le  vent  ?  On  ne  pent  s'y  fier,  et 
^*  puis  nous  avons  trop  de  maitres  *."  Thus 
ended  our  converfation,  which  furely  me- 
rited une  piece  de  vingt  qtiatrefols^  which  we 
gave  them,  poor  fellows,  to  drink  our  health, 
and  the  acceleration  of  their  wifhes. 

The  officers,  au  contraire^  are  fine-look- 
ing men.  They  refemble  the  Aujlrians 
more  than  the  French  in  their  drefs  and 
manners,  having  apparently  exchanged  the 
natural  frivolite  des  Fran9ois  pour  le  fang 
froid  des  AUemagnes  f.  Thefe'  troops,  every 
day  at  noon,  regularly  proceed  from  the 
barracks  in  the -citadel,  to  exercife  on  the 

"  *  We  would  readily,  be  affured,  difpenfe  with 
'*  their  milliard,  provided  they  would  take  care  of  our 
'*  cripples,  who  are  obliged  to  beg  their  bread  \  as 
«*  for  ourfclves,  though  there  arc  very  few  among  us 
•*  who  have  not  two  or  three  wounds,  we  defire  no- 
**  thing  more  than  to  be  rcftorcd  to  our  families. 
«<  Befides,  what  fignify  their  decrees  ?  do  they  not 
<<  change  like  the  wind  ?  there  is  no  confiding  in 
**  them  5  and  moreover,  we  have  too  many  matters.** 

f  The  frivolity  of  the  French  for  the  cold  blood  of 
the  Germans* 

c  2  Grande 
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Grande  Place  or  Place  (TAnncs^  Saturdays 
excepted,  that  being  market-day,  attended 
by  an  excellent  band  of  mufic,  and  then 
divide   into   fmall   companies,    to   relieve 
guard,  &c.     In  this  fquare  is  planted  the 
tree   of  liberty,    guarded    by   two  nine- 
pounders  and  a  body  of  national  guards; 
for  you  muft  know  that  the  whole  of  the 
interior  military  fervice,  in  moft   of  the 
French  towns  at  prefent,  is  performed  by 
the  citizens  of  the  place,  like  the  volunteers 
in  England,  though  they  do  not  in  general 
make   fo  refpe£table   an  appearance;    for 
with  the  extreme  difference  of  their  drefs, 
fome  being  tolerably  decent,  others  in  a 
miferable     condition,    and    others    again 
taken,  as  it  were,  from  the  anvils,  they 
form  the  moil  grotefque  and  fingular  con* 
traft  imaginable. 

Betides  the  regular  troops  and  Gardes 
Nationales^  there  are  two  more  military 
clafTes,  viz.  the  Gens  cTArmes  and  Gardes 
Municipales    ou    de    Police.       The    Gens 

d^  Amies 


MODERN    FRANCE.^  II 

eTArmes  are  on  horfeback,  and  do  not  in 
this  place  exceed  the  number  of  ten  or 
twelve.  Their  bufinefs  extends  to  the  ap- 
prehending of  deferters,  and  other  ill-dif- 
pofed  or  fufpicious  perfons,  and  thereby 
guarding  the  fafety  of  the  public  or  high 
roads.  Some  of  thefe  communicate  re- 
gularly with  others  of  the  neighbouring 
towns ;  whereas  the  Gardes  Municipalesy  or 
Police,  ferve  to  carry  orders,  fummonfes, 
&c.  from  the  Municipality. 

This  city  is  populous,  and  well  fituated 
for  trade ;  but  fince  the  war,  its  trade  has 
met  with  fuch  a  check,  that  nothinjg  but 

peace  can  poilibly  reftore  it  again  to  its 
original  channel,  a  truth  of  which  the  in- 
habitants appear  perfectly  fenfible.  Many 
of  the  houfes  are  good,  the  ftreets  wide, 
and  in  a  ftraight  line ;  but  grafs  literally 
grows  in  moll  of  them,  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  ftagnation  of  commerce^ 
Here  were  alfo,  previous  to  the  Revolution, 
many   convents  and   churches,  which  no 

C  3  longer 
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longer  exift ;  the  former  having  been  totally 
demolifhed ;  and  of  the  latter,  none  remain 
except  the  noble  edifice  of  Notre  Dame^ 
The  fpot  on  which  many  of  thefe  convents 
ftood  ftill  exhibits  gardens  and  pleafure* 
grounds,  as  the  ci-devant  convent  and 
church  of  the  Capuchins ;  whilft  others  arc 
metamorphofed  into  warehoufes,  fliops, 
&c. 

The  church  oi  Notre  Dame  has  undergone 
various  changes  :  a  part  that  had  been  par- 
titioned off,  to  ferve  as  a  Temple  of  Reafon^ 
is  nov^  ufed  only  as  a  repofitory  or  depot 
for  the   army;  whilft  in   the  other  part, 
which  has  been  purchafed  by  the  inhabit- 
ants, mafs  is  regularly  faid  as  heretofore, 
with  this  difference  only,  that  the  fervicc  is 
performed  by  priefts  ajftrmentes^  or  fiich  as 
have  taken  the  oath  required  by  the  new 
regulations.   This  edifice  is  certainly  not  fo 
much  defaced  as  might  be  expefted,  many 
of  the  windows  having  been  repaired,  &c. ; 
but  alas!  the  faints,  or  at  leaft  the  few  that 

have 


r 


MODERN    FRANCE.  23 

have  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  people^ 
are  decorated  with  the  three-coloured  flag, 
and  the  word  Equality  in  capital  letters. 
On  reading  this  word  infcribed  on  their 
Saintjhips^  I  could  no  otherwife  perceive  its 
applicablenefs  to  them,  than  by  fuppofing 
that  probably  they  might  formerly  have  been 
etjually  ambitious  of  pre-eminence.  Certain- 
ly no  clafs  of  men  have  difcovered  a  greater 
luft  of  power  than  thofe  who  have  been 
canonized \  and  could  they  rife  from  their 
tombs,  they  would  not,  I  conclude,  much 
relifh  the  modern  equalizing  fyftem. 

Whilft  admiring  the  altar-piece,  and 
fome  other  beautiful  paintings  ftill  extant, 
^we  had  the  faiisfadion  of  being  prefent  at 
a  chriftening,  a  ceremony  which  feems  not 
to  have  undergone  any  change.  "We  were 
alfo  informed  that  marriages  may  likewife 
be  performed  in  the  church,  if,  previoufly 
to  the  religious  ceremony,  that  civil  a£t  be 
performed  at  the  Municipality,  which  is 
kept  at  the  town-hall. 

c  4  Here 
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Here,  again,  have  I  been  fo  fortunate  as  to 
have  my  curiofity  gratified;  for  in  confe* 
quence  of  hearing  that  a  wedding  was  to  take 
place,  on  account  of  the  novelty  we  made 
application  for  admifiion,  and  were  not 
refufed;  when,  after  waiting  in  the  hall 
fome  little  time,  the  bride  and  bridegroom 
made  their  appearance,  neatly  dreifed,  fol- 
lowed by  their  friends,  &c.  and  preceded 
by  one  of  the  chief  municipal  officers,  hav- 
ing a  three-coloured  ribbon  thrown  acrofs 
his  (houlders  like  a  fcarf ;  and  who,  taking 
his  feat  in  the  centre  of  a  long  table^  and 
the  bride  and  bridegroom  oppofite  to  him, 
began  by  reading  the  law  concerning  mar- 
riages, according  to  the  new  principles  t 
after  which,  he  continued  by  admonifhiug 
the  pair  refpedling  good  behaviour  and  an  at- 
tention to  the  laws  of  the  Republic  j  which, 
by  the  bye,  I  could  not  hear,  for  he  read 
lAoft  intolerably  bad.  He  then  gave  them 
the  records  to  fign  their  names,  (a  circum- 
ftance  trulydiftreffin^to  the  bridegroom,wl^o 

moft 
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moft  aflfuredly  did  not  appear  to  have  the 
pen  of  a  ready  writer,)  and  each  a  copy  of 
the  marriage  a£k,  which  terminates  the  cere* 
mony;  unlefs  the  parties,  as  before  no- 
ticed,  are  defirous  of  proceeding  to  churbh^ 
which,  I  underftand,  is  entirely  optional. 
I  am  alfo  told,  that  as  there  are  no  i]bated 
hours  for  performing  th«  ceremony  at  the 
municipality,  les  gens,  cemme  ilfaut^,  pre*- 
fer  the  evening ;  and  by  fo  doing,  avoid 
being  gazed  at  or  followed  by  a  concourfe 
of  people,  which  there  would  be  np  poiC- 
bility  of  preventing, 

I  cannot,  however,  omit  obferving 
that  the  decorum  and  regularity  were 
fuch,  at  the  one  where  we  were  pre- 
fent,  that  inftead  of  fuppofing  this  mode 
of  marriage  to  be  new  and  unprecedented 
in  France  before  the  Revolution,  any  im- 
partial fpedtator  would  have  imagined  it 
had  been  the  original  cuftom  of  the  coun- 

*  The  people  of  refpe^billty. 

try. 
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try.  I  beg  to  be  underftood  that  I  raeaa 
to  fpeak  of  Calais  only,  being  as  yet 
totally  unacquainted  how  this  ceremony 
is  managed  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Tht  decades  are  liW^wife  iict  attended  to 
here,  and  on;  the  Sunday  the  people  do  as 
they  pleafe ;  fome  keep  it,  but  the  riiaj  ority 
do  not ;  abd  .  the  theatre  is  thronged  in 
the  evening*  r,    v.:  K  : 

Beifig'  On /the  •  ftibj^a  of  the  theatre, 
let  me  'tell  you,  that  every  other  even- 
ing it  really  aflFords  us  a  fource  of  amufe^ 
ment ;  *  for,  fituated  as  we  are,  we  re- 
quire forhe  recreation;  and  as  the  per- 
formance feldom  exceeds  half  paft  eight  or 
nine  at  lateft,  we  find  it  pleafant.  The 
houfe  is  pretty,  compact,  and  though  not 
large,  yet  fufficiently  extenfive  to  hold  a 
tolerable  audience,  it  is  fituated  at  the 
back  of  the  well-known  hotel  of  Dejftns^ 
which  is  now  unoccupied,  but  expected  to 
be  opened  in  the  fpring,. 

The 
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The  aftors  arc  far  above  mediocrity^  and 
admittance  reafonable,  as  you  will  readily 

agree,  when  I  tell  you  that  the  heft  placet 
in  any  of  the  boxes  do  not  exceed  one 
(hilling  Englifh.  Some  particular  families 
are  indeed  abonnees^  or  have  boxes  for  the 
feafon  at  a  certain  rent,  which  makes  it 
agreeable  ;  and  having  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  introduced  to  fome  of  them,  we 

iare  there  fure  of  meeting  good  company* 

•     -  •       •     . 

The  military  are  conftant  attendants,  and, 
in  general,  occupy  the  uppet  part  of  the 
pit,  partitioned  off  in  the  form  of  an  am-* 
phitheatre. 

I  muft  remark,  that  though  I  have  faidi 
that  at  prefent  there  be  little  or  no  com- 
merce carried  on  at  Calais,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  to  what  there  was  previous  to 
the  Revolution,  yet  are  the  markets  weH 
attended,  and  thefe  are  on  Wednefdays 
and  Saturdays.  The  laft  of  thefe  days  be- 
ing  reckoned  the  chief,  I  may,  without  the 
leaft  exaggeration,  fay,  that  to  me  it  refem- 

9  bled 
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bled  a  fair,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  and 
was  a  light  truly  novel.  •   For  the  fad  is, 
that  the  country  people,  or  cultivateurs  as 
they  call  themfelves,  both  males  and  fe- 
males, for  miles  around,  attend  in  throngs, 
either  on  horfeback  or   carts,    all  neatly 
drefled,  and  thus  bring  provifions  to  mar* 
ket.     The  women,  in  particular,  attraded 
our  attention  j  •  for  what  with  their  drefs, 
which  is  by  no  means  unbecoming,  con- 
fifting  indifcriminately  of  long  linen  cloaks, 
finartly  made,  with  arm-holes,  S^c, ;  with- 
out hats,  it  is  true;  but  the  cap  fo  neat 
and  fo  nicely  plaited,   the  hair  cut  on  the 
forehead,  and  many  of  them  powdered,  a 
filk  handkerchief  put  over  the   cap,  and 
negligently  tied  under  the  chin,  fliort  petti- 
coats, clean  (lockings,  and  decent  fabots, 
which  feems  to  be  the  order  of  the  day. 

I  was  delighted  with  this  appearance  of 
iimplicity ;  le  tout  enfemble  conveying 
an  idea  of  eafe  and  comfort,  that  is  ever 
pleafant  tp  contemplate.     This  we  judge 

to 
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to  be  really  the  cafe,  from  the  accounts 
we  have  received  refpe<3:ing  this  clafs 
of  people,  who  enjoy,  at  prefent,  more 
money  than  any  other,  and  do,  politively, 
as  we  are  afTured,  nearly  engrofs  the  major 
part  of  the  numeraire^  having,  by  the 
aflignats,  been  enabled  to  fpeculate,  and 
therewith  purchafe  much  landed  property. 
The  market  begins  at  nine  precifely, 
and  is  held  in  the  Grande  Place^  as  before 
noticed,  and  difplays  a  vaft  abundance  of 
every  thing,    and  the  beft  of  the  kind; 

game  in  abundance,  and  extremely  rea- 
fonable :  a  brace  of  partridges  we  purchafed 
yefterday  for  nine-pence  Englifh,  and  were 
offered  live  fowls,  fit  to  kill,  for  fix-pence 
each ;  ducks  for  nine-pence  ;  turkeys  for 
two  fhillings ;  meat  four-pence  per  pound 
one  joint  with  the  other,  eighteen  ounces 
to  the  pound ;  frefh  butter  eight-pence  per 
pound  J  and  fo  in  proportion.  You  mufl, 
however,  remember,  that  the  prefent  flate- 
meat  is  according  to  our  money ;  had  I 

told 
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told  you  the  price  in  aflignats,  it  would 
have   founded  enormous.      Bread,  I  am 
informed,  is  three   halfpence   per  pound, 
confequently  a   quartern   loaf  I    eilimate 
at  about  lix-pence  Englifh.     I  was  dread- 
fully   inquifitive,    afking    them    a  thou* 
fand  queftions,  and  was  aftonifhed  at  the 
civility  with  which  they  anfwered  my  in- 
quiries ;    for  feeing   me  a   ilranger,    one 
would  have  been  led  to  fuppofe  otherwife; 
yet  their  language  was  good,  and  indeed 
fo  beyond  their  fituation,  that  I  could  not 
help  exclaiming.  Good  Heavens !  is  it  pof- 
fible  that,  from  a  clafs  of  people  apparently 
fo  civilized,  fo  many  fhould  be  found  capa-^ 
ble  of  barbarities  that  would  even  difgrace 
favagcs!  In  the  (ame  place  ox  fquare  fiands 
La  Tour  du  Guet^  a  building   fomething 
fimilar  to  the  Monument  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ;  to  the  very  top  of  this  tower  was  I 
tempted  to  afcend,  on  account  of  the  prof* 
peft,  which  is  very  extenfive,  commanding 
a  vaft  extent  of  fea,much  of  the  furrounding 

country, 
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country,  the  whole  of  the  town,  ramparts, 
fortifications,    &c.     We    were    fortunate 
in  having  a  clear  atmofphere,   which  al- 
lowed us  to  diftinguifli  a  number  of  veffels 
at  full  fail,  and  at  fome  confiderable  dis- 
tance.    The  Albion  cliffs  we  could  likewife 
fee ;  and  I  felt  myfelf  extremely  difpofed 
to  fancy  that  I  faw  Dover  Caftle,     So  far, 
however,  I  am  pofitive,  that  I  have  fecn  it 
clearly  from  the  ramparts.    During  our  fpy- 
ing  about  us,  the  ftandard  was  hoifted  ia 
honour  of  Moreau's  victory  over  the  AuC- 
trians,  the  intelligence  of  which  was  juft 
arrived  ;  fo  that  in  our  way  back  to  the  inn, 
the  inhabitants  were  greeting  each  other 
at  every  corner  of  the  ftreets,  having  had 
their  fpirits  much  depreffed  by  the  checks 
experienced  by  the  army  of  the  Sambre 
and  Meufe. 

Yours  iinccrely. 
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Calais,  Not.  7,  ^796^ 

JDefoue  we  quit  Calais,  which  we  art 
now  about  to  do,  I  muft  inform  you  of 
my  having  been  prefent  at  Lord  Malmef- 
bury's  arrival.  The  day  was  fo  dark  and 
rainy  as  not  to  admit  the  indulgence  of  i, 
walk  on  the  ramparts ;  but  no  fooner  was 
it  announced  that  the  Princefs  Augufta 
packet  from  Dover  was  coming  into  har- 
bour with  his  Lordfhip  and  fuite,  than  the 
heavy  clouds  with  which  the  atmofphere 
was  furcharged  feemed  to  difperfe,  and 
rays  of  bright  light  to  dart  acrofs  the 
horizon.  Regardlefs  of  the  weather,  I 
flew  towards  the  harbour,  to  be  prefent  at 
the  difembarkation.  I  was  gratified  at  ob* 
ferving  the  cordiality  with  which  the 
people  in  general  received  our  ambaflador, 

who 


xvho  Was  ^  came  to'ufe  his  eoHeavdurs  t6 
iheirth  the  fword  ^'  that  malces  fuch  wilfte 
"  in  brief  mortality*"  I  was  alfo  amUfed 
■hj  the  variety  of  fpectdation9  and  opi- 
nions to  whicb  this  political  occurrence 
gave  birthi 

The  day  following  his  Lordflrip'*'  aiv 

rival/  all  the  fhips  in  the  harbour,    hf 

otdtr    of   the   French  Government,    dif- 

•  played   their .  colours   in    compliment    to 

ftbe  Englifli  :-^it  was  a  mere  compliment ; 

.yet  I  read  in  it  returning  good-will  be^ 

rtween  two  powerful  nations,  who  have 

fpilt    fo    much    of    each    other's  blood, 

.  and  viewed  it  with  tears  of  joy  gliften« 

ing  in  my   eyes. 

^  That  the  great  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple here  wifh  for  peace,  is  evident  be- 
yond a  doubt*  They  exprefs  their  wifhes 
ftrongly,  but  they  at  the  fame  timd  have 
their  fears,  that  either  the  ambition  of 
the    Directory,    or  the    fchemes   of   the 

D  Englifh 
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Englifli  Mimfter,  or.  bothy  inll  fruftritte 
tfiis  iicgbtiatilbn*  '      * 

Though  our  prbgrefa  towards '  Parii 
has  bJeen  obfihi&ed^  we  have  been  per- 
imtted  to  ^ake  varit^us  eixurfions  -to 
GravelineSy  St.  Omer's,  and  Dunkirk ;  and 
ifi  in  each  of  ifiefe  places^  *ai  well  as 
'here,  we  haVe  feen  traces  of  fevolutidnaiy 
-fury,  we  ^*roreconfded  by  being  rnformed^ 
that  this  Department,  called  75?  Pas  de,  Co^ 

laisy  had  fortunately  efcaped,  for  the  Uioft 
-part,   if  not  entirely,   the  fcenes  of  hof- 

tor*  and  blood  jferpetrated    by  Xe  Bon 

and  his  affociates  at  Artas,  Cambray,  &c* 
-through  the  judicious  choice   of  the  in* 

habitants,  who  at  the  beginning  of  fh^ 
-Revolution  had  taken  care  to  felefl  fucb 
-men  for  their  Magiftrates  who  were  likely 

to  obtain  the  refpedt  of  the  people. 

But,  whatever  be  the.praife  due  to  thefc 

'Magiftrates  in  fome  r^fpefts,  they  appear 

•  •  > 

to  have  exerted  theihfelvcs  very  little,  or 

ta 
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to  Tery  little  purpofe,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  rtiorals*  The  fwearing  of  chil-* 
dren,  '^^ith  \^hich  my  ears  are  fhocked 
in  every  ftreet^  is  a  proof  of  negleded 
education*     The  people  to  whom  I  hav^e 

lamented  this  circumftance,  confefs  that 
little .  cate  has  been  takfen  of  the  rifing 
generaticm*  I  was  told,  however,  that 
fome  priefts,  whofe  return  was  winked 
at,  were  employed  in  inftruaing  youths 
privately  in  theit  apartments,  and  that 
their .  ledures  were  better  attended  than 
the  ecoks  ctntfaUi  *  eftablifhed  by  Govern- 
ment; the  profeflbrs  of  which  are  une- 
qual to  the   tafk  affigned-  them* 

Thus  is  the  important  bufincfs  of  form- 
ing the  infant  mind  thrown  back  again  on 
the  Prieft: — a  characSter  perhaps,  let  him 
be  ever  fo  virtuous,  not  the  beft  fitted 
for  fiiperintending  the  education  of  -a. 
people.  To  prieftly  education  I  attribute 
Auclv,  of    the    fuperilition    and    mental 

ft 

♦Central  fchoob^ 

2)  a  weaknefi 
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wteknefs  that  has  afHidcd  Europe.  lift- 
der  the  notion  of  takirtg  care .  of  out 
fouls,  and  inftrudling  us  in  religion,  they 
teach  us  to  venerate  rather  what  happens 
to  difcriminate  the  fed  or  church  to 
vrhich  they  belong,  than,  religion  itfclff 
•—to  inflame  our  prejudices  j— to  attach 
men  by  bigotry  to  themfelves,  iiiftead  of 
leading  them  with  expanded  and  generous 
fcntiments  into  the  broad  paths  of  fcience 
and  virtue.  France,  if  fhe  can  find  no 
other  inftruftors  for  her  youth  than  her 
Priefts,  may  difcard  popery  as  ian  e/Ia^ 
bli/hed  religion  ;  but  this  will  be  the  pre-^ 
vailing  faith,  and  its  influence ,  on  a  re- 
publican, will  not  be  very  diflfercnt  from 
its  influence  on  a  monarchical,  people. 

Levity  and  inconfiflency  ftill  mark  the 
French  charafter.  Laughter  is  the  vehicle 
in  which  they  moft  commonly  convey 
their  difapprobation  and  condemnation. 
Bon  mots  and  jeux  d'efprit  drop  from 
them  on  all .  occafions,  ^  The  other  day, 

^     as 
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as  I  was  writing,  I  heard  a  vaft  ci^ck* 
ing  of  a  whip  under  my  window.  I 
ran  to  know  the  caufe,  and  found  it  to 
be  the  condudpr  of  the  mail,  who  was 
juft  returned  with  his  horfes,  and  who 
on  feeing  his  fon,  a  youth  of  feven  oj: 
eight  years  of  age,  drefled  in  ^rccfty 
coming  towards  him,  gravely  difmotinted  ^ 
when  examining  the  child  attentively 
for  a  moment,  he  burft  out  into  a  vio- 
lent fit  of  laughter,  took  him  in  his 
arms,  and  whilil  turning  hini  :round  like 
a  whirligig,  exclaimed^  ^^  Commq  tu  es 
'  "  beau,  Monfieur  TAbbc, — te  voila  done 
"  en  verd—^XM  fembles  etre  tres  Ariftocratc 
"  — C'eft  pourtant  la  ?ouleur  d?  I'Efpc- 

**  ranee — tu  vas  comme  la  Natipn — c'eft  a 
"  merveille  ! — fa   ira*:"     and    thus    left 

him,  .  without    faying    any    thing  jnor?, 

'  •  *•  How  fine  you  arc,  Monfieur  fAbbc — drefled  in 
^*  grtep^  truly— you  fccm  to  be  a  great  Ariftocrat— It 
<*  is  the  colour  of  Hope,  however — thou  goeft  like  the 
^  Nation— wonderful  I— it  will  go  on." 

D  3  Again 
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Again  ycfterday^  our  friend  being  at  the 
poft  office,  where  he  had,  a  few  days  prc<5. 
vious  to  this,  heard  that  the  editor  of  the 
Eclair  (a  well-known  French  Journal) 
had  been  imprifoned  at  Paris,  for  fome- 
thing  that  had  appeared  in  his  paper ;  on6 
c^  the  derks,  ^s  foon  as  he  entered  the 
office, '  holding  up  the  Journal,  faid,  in  a 
moft  audible  voice,  *♦  Ah !  voil^  L*Eclaijr 
qui  reparoit  * ;"  on  which  a  decent  look- 
ing peafant,  juft  come  in,  drily  replied, 
^'  Nous  aurons  done  bientdt  du  fonnerre  ^ 
•*  car  Tun  eft  la  caufe  naturelle  de  Tau* 
*•  tre  f.''  This  oblervation,  which  was  re-» 
ceived  with  applaufe,  was  in  all  probability 
meant  to  convey  more  than  met  the  ear. 

Were  {  not  fearful  of  fatiguing  you, 
1  could  fill  pages  with  the  ffj^artees  an<} 
flirewd  remarks  which  we  are  continu-* 
f  lly  hearing  in  our  walks,  and  which  per- 

♦  "  Ah  !  there  is  the  Eclair  appeared  again." 

\  **  We  (hall  then  very  foon  have  fome  thunder,  for 
^f  one  is  die  natural  confequence  of  the  other/' 

fealy 


MOJ)£IUf  FRANCE.  3^ 

ft 

fedly  exhibit  the  cI)ara£Ur  qf  the  nation ; 
iHiti  ^  we  have  this  day  received  our  paff- 
port)  and  piu^ofe  Qontinuiog  our  route 
without  lofs  of  time,  I  ihally  on  mj  own 
account  as  well  as  yours,  inerely  add; 
what  pafled  laft  nigl^t  at  the  theatre,  jufi 
to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  freedont  and 
want  of  circumfpeftion  with  which  the 
people  here  deliver  their  fentiments» 

The  reprefentation  was  the  ci-devant 
Richard  Caur  dc  Lion^  now  called  les  PrU 
fonmers ;  the  airs  are  retained,  but  fet  to 
patriotic  words.  The  audience  •  feemedi 
'  pleafed,  and  frequently  applauded ;  when^ 
during  one  of  theie  burfts  of  applaufe, 
I  heard  an  agreeable  French  military 
man,  who  had  prpvioufly  been  cou- 
verfing  with  R,  mutter  violently,  with 
ftrong  marks  of  difpleafure,  and  at  each 
fong  his  difapprobation  feemed  to  increafe ; 
till  at  laft,  on  hearing  the  well-known  air 
of  "  O  Richard !  O  mon  Roi !"  he  could  no 
longer  reftrain  himfelf;    but  to  my  utter 

D  4  aftoniilv- 
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aftonlihment,  riiing  as  if  to  take  leave, 
^ke  loud  enough  to  be  heard  at  fome 
diftance^  f^jlngj  ^  Monfieur,  pardonnez } 
^  mais  je  ne  puis  avec  patience  Toir  jouer 
^  cettc  piece  que  Ton  a  fi  mutilee  et 
**  changce.— On  pent  bien  nous  parlcr 
^  des  charmes  d^une  Republique ;  ce  font 
**  plus  chimeres  que  realite,  foyez  en  fur 
**  — d'a'illeurs,  elle  ne  reuffira  pas  en 
^*  France,  je  vous  le  predis ;  nous  ne  fc- 
^  rons  heureux,  que  lorfque  nous  aurons 
^  un  Roi  * :"  he  then  made  his  bow, 
and  withdrew.  For  the  moment,  I  felt 
myfelf  thunderilruck  ;  not  fuppofmg  that 
a  fmgle  individual  would. have  been  fo 
imprudent  as  to  venture  his  opinion  in 
fo  public  a  manner;  but  fo  it  was,  for 

*  **  Pardon  me^  fir ;  but  I  cannot  with  patience  fee 
M  the  performance  of  a  piece  which  they  have  fo  niuti- 
i*  lated  and  changed. — They  may  fay  what  they  pleafe 
^  of  the  charms  of  a  Rcppbiic  \  thefe  are  chimeras  r^ 
«*thcr  than  reality,  be  aflured  of  it— bcfidcs  it  will 
«•  ncYcr  fucceed  in  France,  I  foretel  it  you— we  ihal( 
ff  pot  be  luippj  impl  we  haie  a  Kiog*^ 

AowgH 
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though  his  fentiments  had  been  heard  by 
feveraly  it  caufed  not  the  leaft  fenfation  $ 
on  the  contrary,  we  were  told,  that  every 
one  had  (urely  a  right  to  exprefs  hb  fen* 
timents  v^thout  fear ;  and  fo  in  faA  have 
tire  found  it,  but  never  carried  fo  far  as 
fey  our  vieux  militaire  *.  I  (hould,  how- 
ever, haveiiked  to  have  had  another  con- 
verfation  with  him,  a  pleafure  fcarcely 
probaMe,  as  we  purpofe  leaving  Calais 
to-morrow,  and  fhal],  if  po/Cbie,  finifh 
this  at  Boulogne  fur  Mer,  our  firft  ftage, 
where  wrs  are  to  meet  a  gentleman  bound 
for  England,  who  has  promifec}  to  take 
charge  of  it 

Boulogne  fur  Mer,  Nor*  7. 

{Six  o'clock.  Jufl  arrived,  and  fcarcely 
time  to  fulfil  my  promifp.  We  left  Calai? 
at  two,  found  the  roads  in  fome  parts 
wide  and  tolerably  good^  in  others, efpeci^lly 
within  a  league  or  two  of  Boulogne,  ex-^ 

^  QI4  military  gentleman. 

•    tremely 
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tremely  bad^  vvith  a  continual  afcent  and 
defcent  The  view  of  the  fea  beautiful^ 
a^nd  the  Albion  Clifis  ilili  difcemible. 

The  country  about  Calais  is  barren  and 
grai^eUy,  much  like  the  environs  of  Portt 
mottth ;  but  from  £laut  Butffbn  (a  dirty 
Ipoking  village)  it  improves,  and  cultiva- 
tion begins  to  appear.  The  country  is  alfo 
openi  and  not  fenced  as  in  England.  The 
churches  have  fo  far  been  refpeded,  that 
their  fteeples  exift ;  and  in  feveral  of  the 
crofs  roads  have  we  feen  the  following 
caution  for  the  prefervation  of  property 
written  on  a  guide-poft,  which  furely  does 
honour  to  the  author,  for  his  good  inten- 
tion: 

^  ReJ^eBez  Its  proprietesy  Citoyens^  et  ks 
' produSfions  d^autrui.  Elles  font  U  fruit 
dc  leur  travail  et  de  leur  indtiftrie.^^^ 

♦  **  Refpcft,  Citizens,  the  property  and  produftions 
•♦  of  others.  They  are  the  fruits  of  their  labour  and 
«<  ii^duftry." 


7'-*. 
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J.ETTER    IV. 

Boulogne  fur  Mer^  Nor.  8/  <7^ 
PpEE  fays— f* 

<*  To  live  ^nd  die  is  all  we  have  to  do :" 

^e    fliould    rather    fajr    q£  ourfelveS'-* 

*«  Ta  fee  and  tell  is  all  we  have  to  do.** 

between  exploring  anc)  writing  almoft  our 
whole  time  )8  fpent  Here  we  have  not 
|)eea  idje.  Preiripufly,  however,  to  my 
Retailing  to  you  the  i^^ult  of  our  pere^ 
grinatioiis  and  inquiries^  let  me  entreitp 
you  to  recoiled  that  I  write  en  cwraniy 
withoiit  any  p^ticular  arrangement,  at« 
tentive  only  tp  veracity  ^4  to  yow:  ireail 
informatipn. 

This  city,  as  you  well  know,  prior 
to  the  revolution,  had  been  always  in- 
cluded in  the  province  pf  Lower  Picardy, 
)>Ht  fincc  that  epocha,  makps  part  of  the 
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department  called  Pas  de  Calais^  and  is 
the  feat  of  a  municipality.  The  town  is 
divided    into    Upper    and    lower.      The 

former  is  fortified  both  by  art  and  nature, 

<*  • 

but  its  fortifications  are  at  prefent  much 
out  of  repair.  The  latter  (in  which  the 
harbour  is  included)  has  a  fingle  work 
only  for  its  defence.  The  harbour  is 
fmall,  though  guarded  by  a  pier  that 
projeds  confiderably  on  the  fide  of  the 

Uerne^  a  river  which  wafhes  the  walls 
^f  the  town;     From  there  not  being  fuffi- 

cient  depth  of  water  in  the  port,  no  vefiels 
of  any  confiderable  fize  can  enter  its  bafin, 
:which  fills  gradually  with  fand  carried  into 
.  It  by  the  before-mentioned  river.  There  are 
•ftill  .extant,  near  the  harbour,  fome  few  re- 
mains, of  towers,  &c.  ereded  by  the  Englifh 
at  the  time  they  were  mafters  of  Boulogne. 
'     Bef^es  the  jpier,  the  harbour  and  town 
have  been  lately  ftrengthened  by  new-ereft- 
ed  batteries;  and  at  prefent,  the  port  is  near- 
^ly  filled  «with  flauhottom  boats  on  a  new 

conilrudion. 
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tonftru^ion^  and  a  vaft  number  of  fiffakig 

fmacks  for  the  herring  fiftiery,   detained 

here,  as  at  Calais,  on  account  of  Ac 
embargo,    which,    fortunately    for    thefe 

poor  creatures,  we  have  jiift  hoard  has 
been  taken  oS  for  tbem  only^  a  cifcum- 
ftance  which  caufes  much  joy;  aijid  they 
are  now  in  the  very  ad:  of  arranging 
their  tackle  to  proceed  to  bufmefs.  There 
is  here,  likewife,  a  confiderable  number 
of  troops,  moftly  belonging  to  the  artil- 
lery, ready  to  embark,  and  waiting  only 
for  orders.    It  appears  that  they  are  to  join 

-  the  divilion  at  Dunkirk,  and  from  thence 
are  fuppofed,  by  general  report,  to  be  des- 
tined for  the  North,  and  to  fail  at  the  fame 
time  as  the  fleet  at  Breft,  but  to  fteer  a 

.  different  courfe  from  it.  Some-  fay  that 
its  deftination  is  for  Ireland^  others  for 
Portugal. 

With  refpefl:  to  the  convents  and 
churches,  they  have,  as  you  may  fuppofe, 
ihared  fimi^ar  fate  with  thofe  of  Calais, 

&c. ;   and  it  is  only  within  a  ihort  time 

that 
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that  the  noble  edifice  of  Notre  Dame,  thd 
Cathedral  ereded  by  Ide  Coantefs  of  Bou- 
logne, mother  to  Godfrey  de  Bouillon  and 
Baudouin^  both  Kings  of  Jerufalem,  and 
born  in  this  city,  has  been  re-opeoed  and 
fervice  allowed  to  be  performed  ii>  it,  as  here- 
tofore; but  by  piiefls  affermmti^  ot  who  have 
tak^n  the  oath  riequired  by  the  Republic* 

We  have  alfo  particularly  noticed  the 
chara&er  of  the  people,  and  find  them  more 
democratic  than  at  Calais,  though  retaining 
the  fame  degree^  of  levity  and  frivolity  in 
their  manners  as  we  met  with  there,  and 
which  I  dare  venture  to  affert  will  be  the 
cdfe  throughout  the  coimtry,  from  fcvcral 
examples  I  could  quote.    One  will  fuffice. 

As  we  were  walking  towards  the  har« 

boiur,  wo  met  with  a  fturdy  looking  beggar, 

"who:  COoji  became  extremely  importunate. 

In  order  to  get  rid  of  him,  we  offered  him  a 

trifle;^on  taking  which  he  vociferated  "  Vive 

**  laLiberte !  Citoyen,  je  te  remercie  j"  then 

loweriag  his  voice,  as  if  recoUeding  himfelf, 

*—**  Jfi  roe  trompe,**  added  he  j ."  Monfieur 

"  n'efl; 
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*l  n'left  pas  de  la  nation  *•" — When  not 
knowing  what  he  might  be  induced  to 
fay,  we  afked  him,  why  he  preferred  the 
:wretched  trade  of  begging  to  that  of  gain- 
.ing  an  honeft  livelihood  by  fome  other 
means  ?  "  Parbleu !"  anfwered  he,  "  voua 
**  avez  bien  raifon ;  car  depuis  la  Revo- 
•*  ludon   cette  profeflion   ne    va   pas,  tt 

**  depuis  la  guerre  encore  moin«. — Mais 

•  -        -  • 

**  pourtant,,  :Monfieur,  ,tel  cjue  vous  mc 
**  voyes^j^  i'etois  autrefois  un  des  preiiMe];8 
**  domeftiques  de  Monfieur  le  Comte  de 

**  ."\    Then  after  a  paufe,  "  Ten^z,'' 

continued  lie  fcratching  his  head,  "  Ilf 
*•  ont  terriblement  mal  fait  ayec  leur  di- 
**  able  d'Egalit^— les  chofes  alloient  bi^n 
^  mieux  autrefois ;  car  au  moins  noiis 
"  avions  du  pain  fans  etre  obliges  de  Ic 
**  mendierf .".  So  that  here  agsdn,  my  dear 

madam, 

.    -.—  » 

•  «  Liberty  for  crcr  \  Citizep,  I  thank  ^oixP^-r^ 
«  But  I  perceive  tkat  I  am  miftakcn  j  the  gcfitlcmaa.i» 
•*  not  of  this  country."  ^ 

t  "  Zounds  !  Yon  arc  in  the  right  of  it;  for  fi nee 
''the  revolution  this  profeflion  goe»  very  badly,  and 

♦*ftiU 
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cladaini,  did  we  find  that  fame  nati61ia( 
tegfr€te  and  voluWlity  dl  fpeech  as  before, 
which  pafles  inftantaheoufly  from  one  fub^ 
jed  to  the  other,  let  thofe  fubjefts  be  ever  it 
different,  without  the  Icaft  idea  of  incon- 
gruity. Perhaps,  however,  had  not  this  Re- 
publican  beggar  fufpe<fled  thlt  we  \frere 
ftrangers,  he  would  have  continued  ftrain^ 
ing  his  throat  with  "  Vive  la  Liberte  !  Vive 
**  la  Nation !"  until  the  air  hid  re-echoed 
'  with  the  found ;  for  it  may  be  inemarked,  that 
the  French  are  very  dexterous  in  accommo- 
dating  their  difcourfe  to  the  fuppofed  fenti- 

1  B 

ments  of  thofe  they  addrefs,  and  by  their 
well-adled  hypocrify  often  cojnpletcly  im* 
ppfe  upon  and  miflead  the  judgment  of  un- 
^fpiciQus  foreigners. 

*«  ftill  worfc  fincc  the  war.'* *«  But,  Sir,  though  you 

^  fee  mc  in  this  Gtuation,  I  was  one  of  the  upper  do** 
**  meftic  fervants  of  Monfieur  Ic  Count  de  ———.'* 
*  ««  Hold/'  faid  he,  '^'  they  have  made  fad  work  with 
'  •«  their  devil  Eqoality.  Things  went  better  formerly, 
<*  for  at  lead  we  had  then  bread  without  being  fof  ced 
« to  beg  it/* 

At 
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MontreUiIy  Nov.  t. 

At  about  a  league  from  Boulogne^  iii 
Our  way  to  Montreuil^  we  pafled  four 
or  five  military  waggons  and  a  number 
of  good-looking  young  men,  belonging 
to  the  firft  requifitioij,  tied  two  and 
two,  with  their  knapfacks  on  their  backs, 
and  efcorted  by  fome  Gens  d'i\rmes  or 
Cavaliers  de  MarechaufRes  on  horfeback.  ^- 
Surprifed  at  fo  unexpected  a  cavalcade, 
we  flopped  to  inquire  into  the  caufe, 
an^  were  told,  that  thefe  young  men 
had  been  fent  to  reinforce  the  army  *  of 
the  Rhine;  but  that,  inftead  of  doing 
their  duty,  they  had  deferted  their,  co- 
lours, and  returned  home;  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  this,  the  Directory  had  or- 
dered them  to  be  taken  by  force,  and  they 
•  were  now  on  their  way  to  Dunkirk,  to  join 
the  army  there,  whiiih  is  eftimated  to  be 
about   fifteen   thoufand   ftrong.     On   my 

B  faying 


If 
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ikying  that  I  thought  it  cruel  to  link 
them  thus  together,  I  was  anfwered,  that 
this  would  not  have  been  done,  had 
they  not  attempted  to  refift,  and  in. the 

attempt  had  even  wounded  one  of  thoCe 
who  were  fcnt  in  piirfuit  of  them.  We 
have  iince  been  told,  that  in  this  pejt  of 
France  it  is  now  comjpxQii  in  m^ny  of 
the  villages^  where  the  re^uifitioix  has 
been  attempted   to  be  enforced,  for  tlv 

young  men  to  unite  in  a  body  agaipii  thj^ 
demands  of  their  rulers. 

The  road  for  the  fpace  of  four  leagues 
or  twdve  Englifli  miles,  or  nearly,  as 
far  as  Samers^  is  bad,  and  totally  ne* 
gleded }  but  the  adjacent  country,  is 
beautiful    and   in    high   ctdtivation;   the 

plough  is  feen  'at  work  every  wher«, 
and  the  hills  are  moftty  of  chalk.  At 
the  laft-meniioned  village,  we  had  a  dif- 
tant  view  of  a  noble  manfion,  the  dwell* 
ing  of  the  ci-devant  Seigneur  oi  Somen; 

Ifay 
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1  fay  ci-devant  merely  from  fuppofition, 
for  we  could  not  certainly  learn  whether 
he  had  emigrated  or  not ;  we  are  in- 
dined)  indeed,  to  believe,  that  the  fa- 
mily has  not  abfolutely  abandoned  it, 
for  it  appears  to  be  in  a  Icfs  defolated 
ftate  than  many  others  wc  had  pafTed 
in  our  way  hither.  Thole  manfions  that 
are  difpoflTefTed  of  their  inhabitants  pre- 
fent  to  the  nriow  nothing  but  bare  walls 
and  ruinous  avenues**— direful  veftiges  of 
a  fubverted  government ! 

We  continued  our  route  through  feveral 
tfillages,  in  each  of  which  we  faw  the  Tree 
of  Liberty,  with  the  following  motto  in- 
fcribed  on  moft  of  them, — ^*  La  Liberie 
^^  ou  lu  M&rt*  ;^^  and  on  the  churches, 
infiead  of  a  crofs,  as  in  the  old  re- 
gime, a  kind  of  weathercock  has  been 
placed,  lurmounted  by  the  Cap  of  Liberty, 
On  the  principal  door,  in  capitSil  letters; 

•  »'  Liberty  or  Death," 

£  a  are 
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arc  difplaycd  the  following  words:—' 
"  Lc  Peuplc  Francois  reconnoU  r^ift^ 
^  cncc  de  lEtre  Supreme  et  Vlmmortaliti 
*'  de  VAme'^ :"— a  declaration  made  in 
the  time  of  Robefpierre,  and  by  which 
this  fanguinary  tyrant  did  the  Deity 
the  favour  of  .  procuring  him  to  be  ac- 
knowledged by  the  French  Republic. 
As  an  article  of  futh,  it  is  no  doubt  true 
of  the  French  people;  for  though  athe- 
ifm  has  been  profefled  by  fome  indi- 
vidualS)  I  can  fee  no  reafon  for  ac*-" 
cufing  the  nation  at  large  of  a  fen- 
timent  as  horrid  and  difpiriting  as  it  is 
abfurd.  Moreover,  a  declaration  of  be- 
lief in  God  and  a  future  ftate/  may  fuffice 
as  a  fummary  of  religious  do£trine ;  and 
in  this  view  I  wi(h  that  Robefpierre's 
creed  could  be  fubftituted  for  others  that 
are  longer  and  more  complex;  provided 

•  "  The  French  People  acknowledge  the  Exiftcncc 
<<  of  the  Supreme  Being  and  the  hooiortality  of  the 
"  Soul.'* 

this 
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thU  could  be  done  without  difturbing  the 
peace  of  mankind. 

I  have  a  friend  in  England  whom  I 
have  often  heard  eloquent  on  this  fubjedt. 
It  was  a  favourite  topic  with  him  that 
religion  was  fimple,  and  that  much  mii^ 
chief  had  been  done  by  attempting  to 
make  people  believe  too  much.  How  far 
he  was  right  may  admit  of  debate ;  of 
this  however  I  am  fure,  that  it  is  better 

to  believe  too  much  than  to  believe  no* 

» 

thing,  and  that  any  religion  is  preferable 
to  atheifm.  Confidering  what  daring  at- 
tempts bad  been  made  to  rob  men,  not 
only  of  their  worldly  property  and  com* 
forts,  but  even  of  their  hopes  and  pro- 
fpeds  beyond  this  world,  it  waa  fome 
check  tQ  the  madnefs  of  a  few  pretended 
philofophers,  who  preached  up  atheifm^ 
to  invite  the  French  people  to  make  a 
public  confeffion  of  their  belief  in  a  Su- 
preme Being,  and  in  the  immortdity  of 
the  foul.     It  certainly,  however,  did  not 

E3  &^ 
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go  far  enough  for  the  French  ;  and  la 
many  places  the  above  in£^ription  on  the 
doors  of  the  churches  has  been  effaced. 

Within  a  league  or  two  of  Montreuil^ 
an  adventure  occurred,  the  particulars  of 
which  may  be  more  amufing  than  the 
reflexions  with  which  I  have  juft  blotted 
lb  much  of  my  paper. 

Having  alighted  to  walk  up  a  fleep 
aicent  in  order  to  eafe  the  horfes,  we  at 
fome  diilance  perceived  a  man  running  in 
great  haile,  frequently  looking  back, 

^*  As  if  his  fear  did  follow  him  behind,*' 

and  bending  his  courfe  towards  us ;  when 
he  had  reached  the  place  where  we  were,  he 
fiopt,  and  with  great  civility,  though  almoft 

breathiefs,  implored  our  afliftance*  We,  fup- 
pofing  that  money  was  his  objefl:,  prepared 
to  give  our  mite,  when  to  our  great  afto- 
nifhraent  he  politely  declined  accepting  it  j 
and  with  a  figh,  added,  "  Helas,  Monfieur, 
**  je   ne  vous   demande    point    d'argent, 

**  quoique  je  n'en  aie  que  peu  j   mais  je 

**  vous 
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^*  vous  demandc  la  vie~-dc  grace  ne  me 
♦*  la  refuftz  pas  je  voud  en  conjure — et 
**  je  V0U8  jure  que  vous  me  trouverex 
^*  rempli  de  gratitude*.'* — Struck  with 
'  the  requeft,  and  jftill  more  fo  at  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  delivered,  we  re-, 
xnained,  as  k  were,  thunderilruck  and 
Undecided  whether  we  were  to  acquiefce 
twr  refiife,  when,  again  redoubling  his  en-- 
treatieis,  he,  iii  few  words  and  broken  ac« 
cents,  fummed  up  his  hiftory  by  faying^ 
that  he  was  ptirfued,  and  for  no  other 
crime  than  being  an  Emigrant — that  he 
was  a  native  of  St.  Omers,  where  he  had 
been  difcx^vered,  and  that  having  fo  far 
made  his  efcape,  he  was  defirous  of  reach- 
ing Normandy;  confcquently,  if  we  would 
but  allow  him  to  accompany  us  as  far 
^^Abbevilky  a  town  in  Picardy,  through 

*  "  Alas,  Sir,  I  do  not  afit  money  from  you, 
<<  though  I  have  very  Uttle,  but  I  tik  my  life ; 
<<  and  for  God's  fake  do  not  refufe  me  tbis^  I 
'*<  befeech  you,  and  I  fwear  that  you  ihall  find 
"  me  grateful " 

£  4  which 


S6  A   SKBTCH   OF 

which  we  were  to  pais,  about  40  EngllQi 
miles  further,  he  fhould  doubtlefs  be  able 
to  accomplifh  his  purpofe,  and  thereby 
become  the  moft  fortunate  of  beings,  in- 
debted to  us  for  life,  &a  &c. 

■ 

^  Never,  my  dear  madam,  did  I  feel  rayfelf 
in  fuch  a  dilemma — on  one  fide  viewing 
certain  ruin  for  this  unfortunate  man  were 
we  to  refufe  him,  and,  on  the  other,  if  we  ac« 
quiefced,  our  own  extreme  peril,  as  death 
would  have  been  immediately  inflicted,  were 
we  found  in  the  a£t  of  abetting  or  ailifting 
the  efcape  of  an  Emigrant ;  therefore  judge 
of  our  fituation.  He  perceiving  our  fuf^ 
penfe,  and  fuppofing  that  we  doubted 
the  truth  of  his  recital,  took  a  pockets 
book  from  his  bofom,  and  giving  it  me, 
added  in  the  moft  plaintive  tone,  while 
he  attempted  to  thrpw  himfelf  at  my 
feet,  **  De  grace,  Madame,  interrcffez  vous 
^'  pour  inoi,  et  je  ferai  fauve  *,"  he  then 

9  "  For  goodaefii  fake.  Madam,  ixitcreft  yourfclf  in 
«*  1x17  bcbalfi  and  I  IbaU  be  faved/' 

bwrft 
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burft  into  tears.  B.  who  is  as  great  an 
advocate  for  humanity  as  I  can  poflibly 
be,  and '  is  as  much  enamoured  of  that 
virtue  as  myfelf,  inftantly  threw  oflT  hia 
furtout^  which  you  well  know  is  none  of 
the  fmalleft,  and  gave  it  him  with  his 
travelling  cap,  in  order  to  equip  him: 
then  faying,  ^^  Coute  qui  coute,  placez 
•*  vous  aupr^s  du  coch^  et  vous  pafferez 
^  pour  notre ,  domeftique*  j"  we  refumed 
our  ilation  with  fenfations  far  different  from 
thofe  we  felt  when  we  alighted,  and  by  no 
means  fo  tranquil;  yet,  with  the  aflift- 
ance  of  our  voiturierj  who  feemed  to 
feel  fentiments  fimilar  to  our  own,  we 
arrived  between  the  hours  of  four  and 
five  at  MontreuH  perfedly  fafe,  though 
not  without  having  experienced  fome 
alarming  apprehenfions. 

The  firft,  which  was  furely  trivial,  but 
whichf  nevertbelefs,  gave  us  an  anxious 

•**Lct  what  will  be  theconfequence^  you  (hall  place 
^^  Yourfclf  bv  the  coachman,  and  pafs  for  our  fervaot.*' 

momenta 
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noment,  wao;  that  ftom  the  nmiiber  oC 
people  wc  met  on  the  read,  for  feme 
fpace  ere  we  reached  the  towl^,  it  bein|^ 
iharket  day,  we  feared  that  fome  otie 
aaight  fufpeft  oMvfrotege^  (he  beiug  on  the 
otttiide,)  and  confequently  lead  to  a  diico- 
Tcrjr  J  but  fortunately  for  us,  we  pafled  on 
unnoticed.  This  alarm  had  fcaroely  fob* 
iided,  when  another  fucceeded,  on  our 
l>eing  ftopt  at  the  gates  by  the  centinel 
for  our  paflport  (as  is  cuftomary  in  moft 
of  the  French  towns  during  the  war),  a 
circumftaiice  which  had  not  occurred  to 
us  at  the*  time  we  took  this  unfortunate 
man  under  our  proteftion,  although  we 
had  undergone  the  fame  ceremony  at 
Boulogne.  Our  friend  feeing  my  fears, 
rcquefted  me  to  be  perfedly  eafy,  and 
then,  with  his  ufual  fhare  of  recollec- 
tion, delivered  the  paflport,  talking  to  the 
centinel  the  whole  time,  extolling  him 
for  his  duty,  and  faying,  "  Si  tons  fe- 
^  foient  leur  devoir  comme  vous,  brave 

ID  "  Sentinel, 
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^  Seatinel,  il  n'entreroit  pas  tant  de  ces 
**  diables  d'Emigres  en  France*,"  &c.: 
yet,  my  poor  heart  beat  pit-a-pat,  for  I 
dreaded  what  might  follow ;  however, 
whether  from  being  really  pleafed  at  this 
Salutation,  or,  what  was  ftill  more  pro- 
bable, unable  to  decypher  the  paiTport, 
he  allowed  us  to  proceed,  adding  as  he 
returned  it,  **  Citoyen,  continuez  votre 
•*  route,  jc  vois  bien  que   vous  fetes  en 

«  regie  f-'* 

No  miferable  culprit  furely  erer  re- 
ceived a  reprieve  with  greater  joy  than 
I  did  this  laft  fentence ;  yet,  me- 
thought  we  crawled  a  fnail's  pace;  for 
what  with  the  extreme  afcent  and  nar- 
rowncfs  of  the  ftreets,  the  town  being 
feated  on  an  eminence,  fortified,  like 
Boulogne,  more  by  nature  than  art,  we 

♦  "  If  all  did  their  duty  like  you,  brave  CentincI, 
*<  there  would  not  be  fo  many  of  -thofc  devililh 
^  Emigrants  in  France.'* 

f  •<  Citizen,  continue  your  jonmcy,  y#u  arc  pcr- 
••  fedly  according  to  rule.'' 

were 
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were  fome  time  before  we  reached  die 
inn. 

Mqntrcuil  is  alfo  one  of  thofe  towns 
Included  in  the  ci-devant  province  of 
Picardy ;  but  now,  like  the  reft  in  the 
lame  county,  placed  in  the  department 
of  the  Pas  de  Calais.  There  is  no  doubt 
of  it$  being  extremely  ancient,  to  judge 
front  the  appearance  of  feveral  of  .  its 
churches,  which  are  Gothic,  or  more 
properly  their  ruins.  Thefe  churches^ 
from  having  been  difpofed  of  as  national 
property,  are  now  demolifhing  as  faft  as 
poffible  by  the  purchafers* 

The  fortifications  of  this  town,  B.  tells 
me,  may  be  confidered  of  three  different 
kinds,  for  being  built  on  a  hill,  it  ap« 
pears  that  its  original  defence  qonfifled 
only  (like  moft  of  the  towns  in  Italy)  of 
a  high  wall  flanked  by  round  towers,  and 
furrounded  by  a  deep  ditch.  Since  which , 
has  been  added  to  the  wall,  on  the  fide  of 
the  town^  a  kind  of  tcrrcplcin^  lined  with 

trees^ 
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treeS)  which  now  ferves  as  a  public  walk. 
Befides  this,  during  the  reigns  of  Lewis 
the  14th  and  15th,  feveral  modem  out* 
works  were  crefted,  as  baftions,  curtains, 
half-moons,  &c. ;  the  whole  at  prefent  in 
a  ruinous  condition. 

Refpeding  the  falubrity  of  the  town, 
although  {eat<?d on  a  hill,  I  fhould  notdeem 
it  healthy,  from  this  circumftance,  that 
the  river  Cancbe  which  waters  the  plain 
*at  its  bails,  forms  confiderable  fwamps, 
confequently  occafions  much  noxious  air. 

The  market  we  found  thronged,  ercn 
•at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  we  were  told  that 
this  was  cuftomary,  it  being  at  all  times 
amply  fupplied  with  every  kind  of  pro- 
vifions,  merchandife,  &c. ;  but  what  afto- 
niftied  us  moft,  was  the  felling  publicly, 
and  at  all  the  brokers,  iht  facerdotal  drcffes 
of  the  ci-devant  pricfts  and  monks. 

Here  we  flept,  and  continued  our  jour- 
ney early  the  next  morning;  yet,  prior 
to  our  leaving  this  place,  one  word  more 

I  muft 
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I  moft  add/  eoneenung  our  companion 
the  Emigrant,  who  during  the  foupef 
gave  us  another  dcrte ;  for  when  the 
Aubergifte  brought  in  his  book,  as  is  at 
prefent  cuftomary,  to  infert  our  names, 
profeflions,  the  place  of  our  deftinatioHi 
what  country  we  are  of,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  our  fervants,  number,  &c.  which  book 
is  every  night  carried  to  the  commiffary 
df  the  executive  power  reildent  in  the 
place,  be  eyed  the  young  man  particu^ 
l^rly,  who  had,  as  we  were  fince  inform^ 
cd,  been  fufpe<a:ed  by  the  people  oi  the 
inn  immediately  on  our  arrival  With- 
out, however,  knowing  at  the  time  this 
circumftance,  we  had  already  determined^ 
tbiat  as  he  was  to  fup  with  us,  it  would 
be  mod  prudent  to  admit  the  cocM  alfo ; 
and  this  piece  of  deception  doubtleis 
faved  us.  When  after  the  innkeeper  had 
icrutiaized  our  protegee  countenance  as 
ftri^ly  as  Lavatery  he  with  fome  harfhnefs 
aiked  our  friend,  ^^  Ci  ce  jeune  hommep-ZiJ 

«  etoit 


**  ctoit  bien  fon  domeftique  *  ?'*  to  which 
B.  aofwvired  with  warmth,  that  probably 
lie  migbt  be  led  tp  afk  this  queftion 
£rom  be^ng  an  arijlocraty  and  coniieqiiently 
furprifed  at  feeing  us  eat  with  our  fere 
vants ;  bi^t  that  we  could  aiTure  him  we 
were  true  Hepublicaiis,  knowing  no  differ-- 
rence  a$  to  perfons  or  fituations,  and 
that  our  motto  was^  "  Equality,  Liberty, 
^  or  Death/' — So  that  with  an  extra  bottle 
of  wines(  drank  with  this  laid  landlord, 
who  by  the  bye  was  a  Jacobin,^  inveigly- 
ing  bitterly  againf):  the  prefent  government, 
calling  the  Diredory  the  five  tyrants,  &c- 
we,  with  a  little  effrontery,  came  off 
with  flying  colours,  and  thus  a  fecond 
time  refcued  our  fellow-traveller  and  our- 
felves  from  defl:ru£tion. 

•  *'  If  that  young  man  there,  was  really  his  fcr- 


From 
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AbbeyQk,  Nov.  ^ 

From  Montreuil  we  proceeded  to  Ber^ 
nay  to  dinner,  without  meeting  any  fur- 
ther obftacles.  This  village  is  (ituated  at 
about  two  miles  from  Crefly,  where  the 
memorable  battle  of  the  26th  of  Auguft 
1346  was  fought  between  Edward  the 
Thiril  of  England,  and  Philip  Valois  of 
France — ^the  former  being,  as  you  well 
know,  vidlorious,  and,  to  the  honour  of 
the  Britifh  nation,  took  from  the  French 
upwards  of  30,000  infantry,  1200  cavalry, 
and  80  banners.  The  road  is  here  ex- 
tremely good^  fhaded  on  each  fide  by  a 
row  of  fruit  trees,  pafiing  acrofs  a  rich 
and  fertile  country,  fo  well  cultivated,  that 
we  fancied  ourfelves  travelling  through 
the  county  of  Kent,  its  foil  being  fimilan 

Here  my  fears  feemed  totally  to  leave 
me,  and  to  permit  us  to  proceed  in  the 
beft  manner  poffible,  when  juft  before-we 
got  to  Abbeville^  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  our 

journey 
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journey  that  day,  we  met  an  efcort  of  Gens 
d^Armes  on  horieback,  accompanying  a 
Wretched  covered  cart  heavy  laden,  as  we 
tlnderflood  it  the  inn,  with  an  unfortunate 
Englifh  family,  whofe  name  we  did  not 
learn,  cotififting  of  a  man,  his  wife,  and 
three  children.  The  man  had  been  fufpefted 
of  afting  as  a  fpy,  confequently  his  efFefts 
confifcated,  and  himfelf  and  family  im- 
prifoned  for  fome  months,  and  now 
fent  to  Calais  by  order  of  the  French 
government  to  embark  immediately  for 
England,  and  never  more  to  return  to 
'France. 

Yours  {incerely. 
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LETTER    V. 


Abbeville,  November  lo* 

Abbeville  or  Abatis  Villa ^  otherwife  the 
city  of  the  Abbe,  where  we  flept,  is  fup- 
pofed  to  owe  its  origin  to  the  tenure  or 
fief  formerly  belonging  to  the  .Abbe  St. 
Rignier^  and  if  fo,  brings  it  to  a  date  of  no 
great  antiquity,.  It  is  fituated  in  Lower 
Picardy,  is  rather  handfome  than  other- 
wife,  tolerably  large,  the  ftreets  wider 
than  in  moft  of  the  French  towns,  and 
the  houfes  in  general  well  built.  This 
city  was  alfo  originally  well  fortified, 
and  even  at  prefent  there  are  enough 
of  its  works  extant  to  render  it  fuf- 
ficiently  ftrong  in  cafe  of  an  attack,  and 
capable  of  giving  an  enemy  confiderable 
trouble  to   get  pofleffion  of  itj   befides, 

its 
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Its  fituatioii  is  fuch,  that  from  being 
feated  in  an  extenfive  bajin^  it  would 
thereby  be  enabled  to  refift  a  force  of 
feme  confequence.  It  has  likewife  this 
fingularity  attached  to  it,  that  having  ef- 
caped  being  taken  during  the  various  wars 
of  France,  it  is  ftyled  the  Maiden  Town. 

This  place,  previoufly  to  the  revolu- 
tion, was  confidered  as  one  of  the  firft 
xnanufadturing  towns  in  this  country  for 
broad  cloth,  ferges,  fluffs,  &c.  but  at  prefent 
it  is  fo  dreadfully  on  the  decline,  that  our 
iriend,  who  had  been  here  when  its  trade 
was  at  the  higheft  pinnacle,  could  fcarce- 
ly  fuppofe  it  to  be  the  fame  place. 

At  the  manufadure  of  broad  cloth  in  par*- 
ticular,  (which  is  the  only  one  now  car- 
ried on  with  the  leaft  activity ,)  we  were 
told,  to  ufe  their  own  expreffion,  that 
prior  to  the  change  of  things^  or  in  the 
year  1 787,  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  looms 
and  five  thoufand  perfons  were  employed 
by  this  branch  only,   now  reduced  more 

p  2  than 
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than  half}  and  that  At  the  one  for  ferge^  * 
and  a  variety  of  other  ftufis,  very  like 
thofe  fabricated  in  England,  the  number 
of  hands  and  looms  were  at  prefent  re<^ 
duced  in  the  fame  proportion.  Indeed^ 
the  incredible  quantity  of  beggars  and 
miferable  looking  objects  of  all  ages^  which 
are  feen  in  the  ftreets,  and  abfolutely  fa*- 
tigue  one  to  death  with  their  importu- 
nities, too  fully  confirmed  the  above  re- 
iations,  and  led  me  to  fpeculate  on  the 
mif erics  of  a  country  where  the  indufirious 
poor  are  thrown  out  of  their  accujhmed  em^ 

ployment. 

I  hope  our  country^  dear  Madam,  will 
never  be  in  a  fituatlon  to  make  beggary 
the  neceflary  occupation,  rather  than  the 
choice,  of  the  poor.  While  her  trade 
flourifhes,  I  prefume  thatt  this  can  never 
be  the  cafe  i  and  the  fad  tfk&%  of  declin** ' 
ing  trade  has  made  fo  (Irong  an  impref^ 

J  Sergi  drape. 

fion 
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fioa  on  my  mind^  that  I  can  by  no  means 
join,  with  the  orator  in  our  Houfe  of 
CSommonSi  who  exclaimed,  "  Pcrj/b  Ccm^ 


"  merce.^^ 


With  ijpints  far  from  elated  by  our 
recent  obfervatjons  I  returned  with  B.  to 
the  inn* 

In  our  way  thithef|  feeing  a  church 
demolifhing,  and  feveral  of  the  ancient 
public  edifices  defaced,  we  were  led  to 
fSk  2L  few  queftions  refpeding  the  fate  of 
this  city,  during  the  reign  of  terror ;  and 
with  pleafure  heard,  that  it  had  fortUf- 
nately  efcaped  moft  of  the  horrid  deeds 
committed  in  many  of  the  neighbouring 
towns.  We  were  likewife  told,  that  the 
church,  now  in  the  aA  of  being  pulled 
down,  had  been  difpofed  of  as  national 
property,  and  that  fome  other  building 
was  to  be  ereded  on  the  fame  fpbt  \  that 
\l  was  true,  that  many  of  their  pub- 
lic edifices   had   fufiered }   but  that   the 

?  3  injury 
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injury  had  been  partial,  and  foon  put  a 
ftop  to ;  and  finally,  that  they  were  now 
(fpeaking  of  the  people)  more  tranquil, 
and  began  to  be,  as  it  were,  in  fome  order, 
us  their  principal  church  had  juft  been 
re-opened  and  fervice  performed  in  it  as 
heretofore. 

To  this  converfation,  I  muft  not  omit 
adding  another,  by  way  of  giving  you  fome 
idea  of  the  opinion  which  feems  bere  to 
be  general  amongft  the  major  part  of  the 
manufaSurers,  fome  of  which  our  friend 
talked  to  ferioufly  refpedling  the  prefent 
ftate  of  affairs  in  France,  and  who,  in  an- 
fwer  to  his  interrogations  unanimoufly 
agreed  in  lamenting  the  overthrow  of  the 
old  fyftem,  though  at  the  fame  time  de- 
firous  of  doing  juftice  to  the  exifting  go- 
vernment, whom,  they  faid,  tliey  knew  were 
ufmg  every  poffible  means  to  re-eftablifli 
and  regenerate  the  credit  of  the  mercantile 
French  towns  j  that  fe veral  of  the  notable  or 

moft 
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moft  capital  people  in  that  line^  belonging 
to  their  town,  and  others,  had  been  fent 
for  to  Paris,  by  order  of  the  Directory, 
to  give  in  their  plans  refpedling  the  pro- 
pereft. .  and .  beft  means  to  be-  adopted  for 
this  efie£t ;  but  that  the  only  obftacle  againft 
it$  fuccefs  was  the  apparent,  want  of 
fpecie; — ^a  mode'of  reafoning  which  would 

naturally  ftrike  a  ftranger  who  had  not 
feen  the  prefent  fituation  of  France,  as 
a  mere  gafconade ;.  but  we  who  have  are 
of  a  different  opinipa,  and  conceive,  it 
to  be  a  proper  remark ;  for .  there  is  no 
doubt,  but  that  there  is  dill  .jnuch  iQoney 
^nd  great  refoiirpes  in  this  country; 
though,  I  grant,  the  people  are  fearful  o£ 
either  fliewing  or  acknowledging  what 
they  poffefs,  and  this,  from  very  different 
motives   than    thofe   which   adtuatqd   the 

•  •  ■  ^ 

people  in  the  tin^e  of  Robefpierre,  when 
terror  was  the  ord^r  of  the  day;  viz*  the 
extreme  yerfatility  of  the  two  Councils, 

V 

yrhich  is  fuch,  that  the  people  know  not 

F  4.  how 
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how  to  confide  in  them^  and  confequently 
dread  appearing  what  they  really  are. 

Entering  the  outward  gate  of  the  town^ 
we  perceived  a  vieillardy  or  old  man^ 
fpeaking  to  the  landlord^  who  from  the 
benignity  of  his  countenance,  and  ^  time- 
**  honoured"  locks,  ftemed  entitled  to 
peculiar  refpe&«  Our  friend,  informed 
that  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  bad  con- 
fiderably  fufiered  by  the  revolution,  having 
formerly  been  a  maniifa£turer  of  fomc 
opulence  in  the  town— that  he  had  fuA 
tained  aq  amiable  charader,  both  as  a 
parent  and  a  neighbour,  accofted  him 
with  a  view  of  colle&ing  his  fentiments 
of  the  tttnesy  &c,;  appreheniive  tha(  the 
perfon  with  whom  he  had  lately  con- 
verfed  might  probably  not  have  exhibited 
the  true  fenfe  of  the  people  in  general. 
On  the  contrary,  however,  he  found  him 
of  the  fame  way  of  thinking,  and  more 
ftrenuous  in  maintaining  it.  •*  Parbleu, 
•*  Monfieur,"  faid  he,  **  je  n'ai  pas  Thon- 


"  neur 
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f  ^  neur  de  vous  connoitre ;  mais  vou8  me 
^^  parroifiez  un  brave  homme,  et  un  ami 
^^  du  genre  humain.  Je  puis  done  vous 
^*  aflurer,  que  quoique  j'aie  beaucoup  per- 
«♦  du  par  la  r^vdutipn,  et  qu*il  ne  me 
•*  refte  que  tr^s  peu  dc  chofes,  nean- 
^^  moins,  tout  age  que  je  fuis,  (car  j*ai  bien 
"  quatrc^vingt  cinq  ans),  j'efp^re  encore 

■ 

f^  de  voir  trion^pher  mon  malheureusc 
^  pays. — ^Grand  Dieu!^  faid  he,  raifing 
his  eyes  to  heaven,  ^  fi  nos  opinions 
"  pouvoient  feulement  fe  concilier,  et  que 
^  nous  puiflions  avoir  la  paix,  le  monde 
**  entier^^  added  he  with  emphafis,  "  ne 
^  pourroit  nous   conquerirV     Yet,  for 

t  <f  Parbleu,  Sir,  I  have  not  the  honour  of  know* 
**  ing  you  $  but  you  appear  to  me  to  be  an  honeft 
*^  man,  and  a  friend  to  human  kind.  I  can  aflure 
^f  you,  though  I  am  a  great  lofer  by  the  revolution^ 
f*  and  though  I  have  but  little  left,  old  as  I  am,  (for 
<'  I  am  eighty-five,)  I  yet  hope  to  fee  the  triumph  of 
*<  my  unfortunate  country.  Great  God  !  if  we  could 
^*  but  be  united  in  fentiment,  and  have  peace,  the 
f<  whole  world  could  not  conquer  us.'' 
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all  this,  it  was  perfe^ly  clear  from  the 
old  maq*s  avowal,  that  he  was  not  a  friend 
to  things  as  they  are ;  including  religious 
as  much  as  political  alterations:  but  the 
fa£t  is, — and  I  do  affujre  you,  my  dear 
Madam,  we  have  hitherto  continually 
found  it,— rthat  \he  majority  of  the  French 
who  have  not  quitted  France,  let  their 
political  opinions  be  what  they  may,  ftill 
pr^ferve  the  ftrongeft  attachment  for  the 
glory  of  their  country,  and  feen^  moft  to 
fear  the  difmemberment  of  France  and  the 
return  in  mafs  of  the  Emigrants ;  to  pre- 
vent which,  they  would  freely  undergo 
a  continuance  of  the  prefent  government* 
— rThefe,  Madam,  are  the  two  moft  pow- 
erful engines,  which  the  rulers  of  this  na- 
tion (who  are  perfeiSily  acquainted  with 
the  general  opinioa  of  the  people)  now 
ufe  with  the  greateft  dexterity  towards 
managing  the  internal  affairs  of  thq 
country,  and  we  may  add,  with  fuccefs. 

Here 
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Here  is  ftirely  an  tinexpefted  di(h  of 
politics,  from  one  too  who  has  already 
acknowledged  herfelf  inadequate  to  the 
tafk,  but  who  has  inadvertently  ,been  led 
to  fay  more  than  Ihe  intended,  from  hear- 
ing  the   various   opinions  of  the  people, 

who,  without  refervc,  freely  fpeak  their 
fentiments. 

But  to  return  to  our  protege^  of  whom 
I  have  not  yet  faid  a  fyllable  in  this  letter, 
and  who  had  quitted  us  rather  abruptly  im- 
mediately on  our  arrival.  No  fooner  were  we 
feated  at  fupper,  than  a  letter  was  brought, 
which,  on  opening,  we  found  to  be  from 
him,  without  fignature,  containing  thanks, 
and  explaining  the  reafon  why  he  had  left  us 
without  acknowledging  his  obligations,  &c. 
but  faying  that^  if  poffib|e,  he  fhould  fee  us  in 
thecourfe  of  the  evening;  a  promife  he  foon 
after  put  in  execution ;  for,  to  our  furprife, 
we  faw  him  enter  the  room,  accompanied 
by  an  old  lady  and  two  beautiful  young 
^omen   under  twenty.    The  former,  he 

told 
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toI4  U89  was  hh  grapdmother,  and  the 
others  his  fifters,  whraa  he  begged  to  in«» 
troduce,  in  order  to  exprefe  the  gratitude 
they  mutually  felt  at  pur  kindnefa.  To 
this  W2is  anfwered  every  thing  that  wa$ 
iveceflary  on  our  part;  iind  we  imme- 
diately began  to  converfe  as  if  wc 
had  known  each  other  for  a  length  of 
time.  The  old  lady,  a  tall  elegant  wo- 
man,  who  l^ad  ftill  fome  remains  of  beauty 
left,  although  upwards  pf  fixty,  fummed 
up  in  a  fipw  words,  with  all  the  eafe  and 
fluency  of  a  well-bred  Frenchwoman,  a 
jQiort  account  of  her  family,  and  a  recital 

qE  the  misfortunes  which  had  been  at- 
tached to  it,  fmce  the  commencement  of 

the  revolution,  and  which,  to  the  beft 
of  my  recoUeftion,  was  nearly  as  fol- 
lows :—- 

**  That  this  young  man's  father  had 
^  been  her  favourite  and  only  fon,  the 
^  comfort  of  her  life,  and   every  thing 

**  fhe  could  wifli  j — that  he  had  likewife, 

15  1*  with 
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**  with  her  confcnt.  made  choice  of  a  de- 
**  ferving,  aimable  womiin  for  his  wife, 
^*  the  daughter  of  a  particular  friend,  a 
**  Qobletnati  of  Normaiidy,  whofe  eftate 
•*  was  contiguous  to  theirs  ;— that  by  this 
*^  lady^  he  had  had  three  children,  the  fon 

and  two  daughters,  who  were  prefcnt ; 

but  unfortunately,"  continued  fhe,  **  he 
^  was  prevailed  on  to  CQiigrate  at  the 
••  beginning  of  the  revolution,  and  join 
**  Conde^s  army,  and  now  he  is  iio  ihore, 
*^  having  fallen  in  battle  at  the  fide  of 
«  his    child,    in   the  Blaci  Forefi:^ihzl 

refpefting  her  dear   daughter,    (whom 

fhe  fhould  never  forget,)  having  been 
•*  at  Paris  during  the  reign  of  terror,  fhe 
^^  had  ihared  fimilar  fate  to  that  of  fo 
^*  many  others.  The  girls,"  fhe  continued, 
•'  who  had  accompanied  their  mother, 
•*  had  alfo  been  doomed  to  be  guillotined 
•*  the  fame  day ;  but  that  fortunately  for 
•*  them,   one  of  the  terrorifis  being  cna- 

"  moured 
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moured  tvith  the  eldeft,  had  procured 
a  refpite,  during  which,  their  efcapc 
**  was  efFefted  ;  when,  sifter  much  troublie, 
•*  anxiety^  and  danger,  they  haid  reached 
*'  Normandy,  and  fmce  that  time  refided 
**  with  their  grandmother.  The  brbthei*, 
who  was  then  in  Conde*s.  army,  by  Ibme 
means  or  other  hearing  of  their  unpro- 
*'  te£ted  fituation,  after  the  lofs  of  his 
"  father,  decided  on  quitting  it,  in  order 
**  to  join  them — a  fcheme  he  was  foott 
•'  after  enabled  to  efFed: ;  for,  with  fome 
*'  of  his  companions,  he  deferted^  and  re- 
**  turned  to  France,  where  he  no  fooner 
**  arrived,  than  he  got  a  letter  conveyed 
**  to  his  family,  faying  where  he  was, 
what  he  meant  to  do,  and  ended,  by 
requefting  them  to  meet  him  at  a 
•*  friend's  houfe  at  Abbeville^  whom  he 
*'  knew  to  be  there.  This  we  have 
*^  done,"  faid  the  old  lady ;  "  and  ten 
•*  days  have  we  been  here,   fuffering  the 

«  moft 
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**  moft  creel  fufpence  and  anxiety  fearing 
**  that  fome  new  misfortune  had  befalleil* 
**  our  guardian  angel." 

This  expreffion  was  more  than  our  young 
friend  could  bear ;  and  indeed,  during  the 
whole  of  the  recital,  he  appeared  much 
affe£ted ;  l)ut  now,  finding  that  (he  had 
finifhed,  he  quitted  his  feat,  embraced  liis 
fifters,  and  throwing  himfelf  at  the  old 
lady's  feet,  in  the  warmeft  terms  expreffed 
every  fentiment  that  lore,  affeftion,  and 
gratitude  •  could  diftate.  We,  alfo,  were 
not  forgotten  ;  yet  fearing  a  difcovery,  we 
were  forced  to  remind  him  of  our  fitua-*- 
tion  as  well*  as  his  own,  and  he  foon  be- 
came more  tranquil. 

Finding  that  he  was  determined  on  ac- 
companying his  grandmother  and  fifters  to 
Normandy,  we  could  not  refrain  expreflP- 
ing  our  doubts  as  to  the  fafety  of  his  per- 
fon,  not  merely  from  his  being  an  Emigrant, 
but  from  having  borne  arms  againft  his 
country.     To  which  he  anfwered,  that  he 

was 
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was  now  perfedly  cafy  on  that  accotintj 
having  with  him  a  certificate  of  refidence 
in  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  which  he  had 
procured  by  meads  of  a  firiehd  who  was 
in  the  etat-major  of  that  army ;  but  that 
haying  been  unfortunately  recognifed  at 
St.  Omers  by  a  wounded  foldier  whd  had 
feen  him  in  Condk\  arfny^  and  whom  he 
accidentally  met  in  the  fkeets^  he  wa^ 
forced  to  make  his  efcape,  knowing  that 
orders  had  been  iiTued  to  apprehend  him^ 
and  that  he  never  could  have  eluded  their 
fearch,  had  he  not  providentially  met 
with  us. 

Here  ended  his  narrative  j  and  we,  after 
renewed  proteilations  of  friendfhip  and 
cfteem,  took  leave  of  each  other,  both 
parties  perfectly  fatisfied  j  tbey^  on  having 
efcaped  imminent  perils,  and  we  on  hav-- 
ing  been  inftrumental  in  reftoring  this 
young  man  to  his  afiedionate  family. 


Our 
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Amiens,  Nov.  ii« 

Our  veill/e  hoYing  extended  to  a  late 
hour,  we  were  prevented  quitting  Abbe- 
ville the  next  morning  fo  early  as  had 
been  propofed,  when,  as  we  were  pre- 
paring to  get  into  the  carriage,  our  ears 
were  aflailed  by  a  violent  altercation  which 
had  tak^n  place  between  the  woman  of 
the  houfe  and  a  councry-looldng  man. 
—  Words  ran  high,  and  the  man  began 
to  be  heated ;  on  which  our  friend  turned 
back  to  inquire  into  the  caufe,.  and,  if 
poflible,  to  compofe  the  difference  j  which, 
on  inquiry,  proved  to  be  nothing  more 
than  refpefting  the  payment  for  a  bafket 
of  apples  the  woman  had  juil  received. 

This  promifmg  to  be  a  fmgular  dialogue, 
we  determined  on  hearing  the  whole ;  for 
I  had  likewife  been  tempted  to  join  the 
party,  and  as  I  drew  near,  faw  the  wo- 
man  tendering  the  republican   coin    for 

O  payment. 
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payment,  which  the  mzn  refufed  to  take, 
faying,— that  not  only  in  bis  village,  but 
alfo  in  the  environs^  that  coin  was  rejected, 
confequently  he  infilled  on  being  paid 
*with  the  money  of  the  old  regime ;  when 
on  our  afking  him  the  reafoii  why  it  was 
rejedled,  for  that  it  was  furely  as  good  as 
the  other, — "  No,"  anfwered  he,  "  by  no 
"  means ;  is  it  not  fabricated  with  the  ma- 
"  terials  of  our  holy  faints,  relics,  plate, 
"  &c.  ?  and  furely,  if  I  conceive  it  to  be 
**  facrilegious  even  to  touch  it,  *  what  miift 
"  it  not  be  to  have  it  in  one's  poflef- 
*^  fion  ? — Therefore,  Madame,^'  continued 
he,  turning  to  the  woman,  **je  declare 
que  j'adme  mille  fois  mieux  reprendre 
mes  pommes  que  de  recevoir  ce  diable 
**  d'argent/'— "  Ah  !  ah  !  Citoyen,"  re- 
plied  the  Chef  or  man-cook,  whom  I  had 
not  perceived  unjil  he  fpoke,  and  who 
was  in  a  corner  of  the  kitchen,  buiied 
over  his  ftew-pans,  **  te  voila  done,  jBrr- 
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trand^  toi^  qui  es  un  des  Magiflrats  de 
jQQtre  D^partement,  charg6  de  Texecution 
^  des  loix,  et  tu  ne  veux  pas  meme  les 
•*  fuivre? — N'as  tu  pas  honte  de  faire 
**  tant  de  bruit  pour  ton  payement ;  et 
"  que  Diable  eft-ce  que  cela  te  fait  ?  une 
*'  monnoie  n'eft  elle  pas  auffi  bonne  que 
"  Tautre  ?  car  tQHtes  deux  te  font  vivre*** 
— "  Quoi,"  faid  our  friend,  **  ce  Citoyen 
«  eft  un  Magiftrat?"— "  Ah!  pour  cela, 
**  oui,  Monfieur/*  replied  the  cook ;  "  et 
**  outre  cela,  c*eft  auffi  un  Inftituteur  Na- 
**  tional,  qui  ne  fait  pas  compter  Tar- 
"  g«nt    qu'on    lui    donne.*' — ^^  Qu'eft-ce 

"  que  dit  ce  Monfieur  Ariftocrate?"  an- 
fwered  the  countryman  angrily :  "  s'il  doute 
que  je  fois  Magiftrat  et  Inftituteur 
de  la  jeunefTe,  il  a  bien  tort ;  car 
"  je  fuis  bpn  Franfais,  et  a  coup-fur, 
^*  meilleurRepublicain  que  lui;  mais  de 
"  la  vie,  on  ne  me  forcera  d'accepter  ce 

•*  argent,    dufle-je  meme  manquer 

G  2  "  de 
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"  depain*i"~^n  faying  which,  he  has- 
tily took  up  his  bafket,  and  walked 
away;  while  we  got  intb  the  carriage, 
and  purfued  our  journey. 

This     anecdote    I     have     mentioned 
on    account    of   its   fmgularity,    and    at 

'<  *  I  declare^  that  I  had  rather  a  thoufand  times 
'^  take  back  my  apples  than  receive  this  deviliih  mo- 
**  ney."— "  Ah!  ah!  Citizen,"  replied  the  m^n-cook^ 
<«  art  thou  there,  Bertrand^  thouj  who  art  one  of  the  ma- 
"  giftrates  of  our  department,  charged  with  the  exc- 
<*  cution  of  the  laws,  and  wilt  not  even  tbyfelf  comply 
<<  with  them? — Art  thou  not  afliamed  to  make  fo 
<<  much  noife  about  thy  payments,  and  what  the 
**  Devil  does  it  Ggnify  ?«-Is  not  one  money  as  good 
«  as  another,  for  you  live  by  both  ?"— <«  What,'*  faid 
our  friend, "  is  this  Citizen  a  Magiftrate  ?" — "  Yes,  Sir, 
<<  he  is  that ;  and  moreover,  he  is  one  of  our  National 
<f  Inftrudors,  and  does  not  know  how  to  count  the 
««  money  that  is  given  him," — "What  docs  that  Mr. 
'^  Ariftocrat  fay  ?  If  he  doubts  my  being  a  Magiftratc 
"  and  Inftruftor  of  youth,  he  is  much  to  blame ; 
«  for  I  am  a  good  Frenchman,  ancl  certainly  a  better 
"  Republican  than  himfelf ;  but,  for  my  life,  they 
«  (hall  not  force  me  to  take  that  filthy  money,  were 
*«  I  even  reduced  to  want  bread.'* 

4 
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the  fame  time  tp  fhew  the  religious 
prejudices  that  ftill  prevail  among  the 
peafantry. 

.  We  now  made  the  beft  of  our  way 
acrofs  a  charming  country,  pafling  through 
feveral  decent-looking  villages,  and  dined 
at  Flixecourty  about  twenty  Englifh  miles 
from  Abbeville.  This  village,  though  no- 
thing of  itfelf,  becomes  extremely  inte- 
refting  from  its  fituation,  being  feated  in 
an  exteniive  well-cultivated  dale,  moft  de- 
lightfully  diverfified  with  woods,  hills; 
and  valleys  :—fometimes  we  faw  villages' 
peeping,  as  it  were,  between  the  trees; 
at  others,  fcarcely  difcernible  in  the 
vales,  at  fome  diftance  below  us,  or  elfc, 
apparently  hanging  on  the  fides  of  the 
hills.  The  foil  is  chalky,  intermixed  with 
flints,  fimilar  to  that  of  moft  <:halky  dif- 
trids.     The  trees  are  here,  likewife,  the 

prettieft  I  have  ever  feen,  and  during  the 
whole  of  this  day's  journey .  exhibited, 
from   their  variegated  tints  of  colouring, 

03  a  mod 
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a  moft  charming  landfcape;  the  whole 
having  fo  beautiful  an  effeft,  that  the  fur- 
rounding  country  had  more  the  appear- 
ance of  a  park,  than  the  property  of  a 
number  of  individuals. 

I  certainly  have  hitherto  been  moft 
agreeably  deceived,  having  always  under- 
ftood,  that  the  country  from  Calais,  till 
veithin  fome  miles  of  Paris,  had  been  mo- 
notonous, and  by  no  means  pleafant  j 
but  I  have,  on  the  contrary,  found  it 
otherwife.  We  have  not  as  yet,  it  is  true, 
obferved  much  meadovy  land,  though  wc 

have  feen  much  cattle;  the  fheep  fine 
and  large,  but  cows  of  a  fmall  breed,  re- 
fembling  thofe  from  Alderney.  Neither 
have  we  feen  much  land  laid  out  for 
turnips,  but  chiefly  corn.  The  horfea 
are  likewife,  in  generaij  good  and 
ftrong,  but  not  fo  well  dreflld  as  in 
England,  that  is,  their  outward  appearance 
is  not   fo   handfome*      The  phughs^    of 

which 
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which  we  have  feen  numbers,  and  all  at 
work,  have  moftly  three  horfes,  and  one 
man  to  each. 

There  being  a  fteep  afcent  on  the  other 
fide  of  Flixecourt^    we  alighted,  in  order 
the  better  to  view  the  country,  and  eafe 
the  hixfes;  as  we  were  walking  up  the 
hill,  we  paffed  by  a  field,  in  which  was 
a  young  man  following   a  plough,    and 
who,    as    we   drew    near,    moft   relpefl- 
fully     noticed     us.       From    a    kind     of 
military    air    and    manner,   which    indi- 
cated  that  he  had  feen   fomething  more 
than    a    plough,     we    were    induced   to 
afk,    whether    he    had    not     ferved     in 
fome  of  the  armies. — ^^  Yes,"    faid   he, 
"  I  have,  and  I  hope  honourably,  for  I 
•*  bled  for   my    country    at   the  famous 
"  battle  of  FUuruSy  in  which   we  were 
•*  vidorious,  and  where  I  ferved  as  cor- 
**  poral  in  the  legion  of  chafleurs.     This 
*^  battle,  as  you  well  know.  Sir,**  conti- 
^  04  nued 
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nued  he,  "  decided  the  fate  of  Brabant 
"  and  Flanders ; — there  I  was  wounded, 
**  and  with  Several  of  my  companions 
"  returned  to  our  village  to  get  cured, 
"  and  here  we  have  fince  married,  fo 
^  that  confequcntly  we  are  now  exempt- 
^*  ed  from  ferving  again.  But  would 
**  you  believe  that  the  little  village  you 
**  have  juft  pafled  has,  of  itfelf,  furnifhed 
**  no  lefs  than  fixty  volunteers,  all  ftout 
^*  and  able  youths,  many  of  which  are 
"  ftill  fighting  for  their  country's  caufe  ? 
"  and  thofe  which  have  returned  like 
«  myfelf,  have  now  refumed  their  ori- 
**  ginal  profeflion  of  labourers,  afid  cuU 
"  tivate  their  own  property." 

A»  he  appeared  intelligent,  and  extf qme- 
ly  communicative,  we  afked  wheth|9r  ^^i* 
department    had    materially    fufferpd    by 

•    * 

lofing  a  number  of  Tnen.-r-"  Oh?!  nunjbers," 
added  he ;  ^  it  is  incredible  how  many  ; 

c.  yet 
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yet  are  wc  fo  attached  to  our  country;, 
••  that  (hould  more  hands  be  required  for 
^  its  defence,  we  could  with  eafe  nlufter 
**  a  confiderable  number  without  affeft- 
"  ing  its  agricuhure  :"  —  an  aflertioa 
which,  from  appearance,  there  is  little 
reafon  to  doubt:  but  what  feemed  moft 
to  afloniih  our  friend,  who  had  more 
than  once  vifited  France  previous  to  the 
revolution,  is  the  military  air  which  all 
feem  to  have  adopted;  the  very  urchins 
in  the  ftreets  have  all  their  foldier-like 
caps,  with  a  military  badge  in  the  centre, 
and  the  word  "  Liberty"  underneath 
worked  in  worded. 

In  our  way  hither,  we  paffed  through 
Pequignyj  a  fmall  town  feated  on  the 
river  Somme^  which  appears  truly  mifer- 
able,  having  fufFered  dreadfully  by  the  re- 
volution ;  for  the  chateau,  a  noble  build- 
ing, church,  public  fchool,  as  well  as 
too  convents,  one  for  men^  and  the  other 

for 
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for  women,  within  a  fhort  diftancc  of 
the  town,  and  moft  beautifully  fitu«* 
ated,  are  totally  deferted,  and  in  great 
part  demolifhed*  Thus  ^'  havoc  has  been 
^*  the  cry." 

Yours  fincerely. 
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Amiens,  Nov.  la. 

Of  all  people,  travellers,  with  the  greateft 
propriety,  may  fay— 

^  Mod  of  oor  knowledge  we  muft  fnatch,  not  take." 

We  have  made  the  moft  of  our  time  in 
examining,  and  I  muft  do  the  fame  in  de- 
fcribing. 

This  city  is  extenfive,  generally  well 
built,  with  many  handfome  fquares,  and 
ftreets  tolerably  wide.  Few  of  thefe, 
however,  retain  their  original  appellations, 
but  fince  the  revolution  have  been  new- 
chriftened,  to  fuit  better  with  the  new 
principles ;  as  for  inftance  the  ci*devant 
mes  Dominiciensy  Sainte  Marie^  Saint  De^ 

nisj  &c.   are  now  known  by  the  names  of 
Egalit^y  UnioUy  Fraterniti^  and  fo  on. 

This 
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This  town  is  extremely  ancient,  and 
was  formerly  known  by  the  name  of 
Samabrovina  Ambianorumy  fince  corrupted 
to  Amiens.  It  is  feated  on  the  river 
Somme^  and  was  accounted  the  capital  of 
Picardyy  (ftyled  the  granary  of  France, 
from  the  extreme  abundance  of  com 
which  it  produces,)  and  at  prefent  is  the 
chef  lieu  of  the  department  of  La  Somme. 

Formerly  it  was  ftrongly  fortified,  but 

moft  of  its  works  of  defence,  the  citadel 
excepted,  built  by  Henry  the  Fourth  of 
France,  are  in  ruins.  The  cathedral,  dedi- 
cated to  the  Virgin,  is  a  moft  interefting 
objedl ;  the  edifice  is  noble,  its  ornaments 
Gothic,  and  in  general  reckoned  one  of  the 
fineft  churches  in  this  country,  •,  Its  nave^ 
or  body,  alone,  without  including  the 
aifles,  isi  about  250  feet  long,  60  wide, 
and  148  high.  Refpeding  the  internal 
ftate  of  this  edifice,  we  learnt  by  people 
whom  we  found  at  their  devotions.,  that 
the  change  of  things  had  unfortuaately  ope- 

rated 
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rated  a  woeful  alteration  within  that  facred 
building;  for  that  the  whole  of  their 
filver  cbajfcs  or  holy  repofitory  for  relics^ 
(of  which  there  were  numbers,)  befides 
many  other  precious  and  valuable  articles, 
fuch  as  faints,  images,  crucifixes,  &c.  all 
of  maflive  gold,  had  totally  difappeared 
during  the  reign  of  terror ; — that  Robe- 
ipicrre,  ce  cruel  monftre*,  (to  ufe  their  own 
expreflion,)  had  taken  fufficient  care  that 
nothing  of  value  ihould  remain,  confe- 
quenily  we  fhould  only  find  a  few  muti- 
lated ftatues  of  marble  or  wood,  and  here 
and  there  a  painting  he  deemed  not  worth 
removing.  This  we  faw  to  be  too  much 
the  cafe;  for  here  they  ftand  mournful 
monuments  of  plunder  and  devaftation. 
"  Neverthelefs,"  continued  they, "  Dieu  foit 
"  louef,  fince  our  fervice  has  been  re- 
**  eflabliihed,  and  that  we  are  allowed 
"  to  pray  as  before,  we  are  tolerably  com- 

^  That  cruel  monfter.  f  God  be  praifed. 

"  fortable, 


'94  -^    S^KETCH    OF 

"  fortable,  et  pour  le  refie^  ilfaut  avoir  pa^ 
**  ttcnct^r 

Wifhing  ftill  to  gain  further  information 
as  to  their  arrangements  concerning  the 
priefts,  &c.  they  told  us,  that  owing  to 
•  the  voluntary  fubfcriptions  and  gifts  of  the 
inhabitants,  depofited,  faid  they,  (pointing 
♦  with  the  finger,)  in  the  two  fmall  boxes 

you  pafled  on  entering  the  church,  and  on 
which  you  mujt  have  remarked  an  exhort- 
ation— ^^  aux  fidelles  Chretiens  f ,"  the 
church  is  not  only  kept  fuch  as  you  now 
fee  it,  but  our  priefts  are  likewife  amply 
paid,  and  our  ceremonies  performed  on 
plate  as  was  heretofore  cuftomary. 

The  city  has  not  fuffered  much.  •  We 
were  aflured  on  good  authority,  that  not 
ten  individuals  of  that  diftridl  had  emi« 
grated,  and  only  three  fuffered  i  death  in 
this  city  on  account  of  revolutionary 
principles; — that  thefe  were  two  refraGory 

^  <<  And  for  the  remainder  we  mud  wait  pfttitndj.'' 
t  *«  To  all  faithful  Chriftians." 

X  I.  priefti 
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priefts  and  the  cruel  Z>  Bon :  the  fonncr, 
for  having  begun  to  excite  a  kind  of  holy 
crufade  againft  the  prefent  government, 
and  the  latter,  a  native  of  this  department, 
for  his  fanguinary  conduct. 

The  trade  of  Amiens  is  in  the  fame 
ftate  nearly  veith  that  of  Abbeville^ — re- 
duced to  its  loweft  ebb. 

As  to  the  Rentiers^  or  perfons  of  genteel 
fortunes,  who,  previous  to  the  revolution, 
had  lent  their  money  to  the  ci-devant  go- 
vernment on  confiderable  intereft,  they  are 
now  many  of  them  labouring  under  the 
moft  abjed  penury.  But  if  manufadures 
decline,  pleafure  does  not ;  and  this  feems 
more  congenial  to  the  mind  of  a  French- 
man than  trade. ^I  fhall  conclude  this 

letter  at  Cbantllly. 


Chantillyy  Not.  15. 

Yesterday,  from  Amiens  we  continued 
our  route  towards  Breteuilj  about  feven 

leagues 
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leagues  further.  la  our  way  hither,  paflf* 
ing  through  the  village  of  Flebecourt^  we 
there  faw  written  on  the  church  door  in 
capital  letters,  "  Tempk  de  la  Raifen^^  or 

rather  "  Deraifon'*^ ^^  as  a  peafant  who 
was  ftahding  by  very  properly  obferved. 
This  is,  however,  the  only  edifice  we  have 
hitherto  remarked  bearing  fuch  an  infcrip- 
tion  ; — and  what  again  we  found  different 
from  any  of  the  preceding  places, — the 
Tree  of  Liberty,  inftead  of  being  in  the 
centre  of  the  village,  is  ftuck  clofe  to  the 
church  wall,  with  thefe  words, — ^^  Vivre 
**  libre  ou  mourrir,  c'eft  la  notre  defir  f*" 
The  place  looks  poor  and  miferable. 

At  Breteuil^  which  is  a  very  indiflerent 
town,  we  were  told  that,  fome  time  be- 
fore our  arrival,  there  had  been  a  com- 
motion amongfl:  them  of  a  very  (ingular 
nature,     but     which     had     happily    ter- 

•  «  The  Temple    of  Rcafon,"    or  rather,    "  of 
•«  no  Reafon, — of  Nonfenfe/' 

f  "  It  is  our  wifli  to  live  free  or  dic,^ 

minated* 
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minated.  The  tranfaftion  was  as  follows : 
The  females  of  JBreteuil^  who,  like  the 
generality  of  our  fex,  when  once  irritated 
are  not  foon  appcafed,  particularly  when 
led  by  motives -of  bigotry,  exafperated  at 
feeing  their  church  allotted  to  other 
purpofes  than  thofe  of  religion,  de- 
prived of  their  priefts,  and,  what  is  ftill 
more  dear,  the  confolation  of  confeflion, 
(which  feems  to  be  to  them  no  inconfi- 
derable  comfort  and  gratification,)  fallied 
forth  one  fine  morning,  completely  armed 
with  female  weapons^  fuch  as  fpits,  grooms, 
fticks,  brickbats,  &c.  and  thus  proceeded 
in  mafs  to  the  principal  church  door^  which 
they  at  once  afTailed,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
found  it  yield  to  their  violence. — In  they 
rufhed  ;  and,  without  further  ceremony, 
turned  out  thofe  who  were  in  it,  whom 
we  were  told  were  fome  of  the  Munici- 
pality, and  who,  anxious  to  efcape  with 
whole  bones,  filed  o£F  in  every  direftion, 

H  leaving 
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leaving  the  field  of  battle  ia  complete 
poffeflion  of  thefe  religious  viragos  j  vrho 
alfo  fearing  a  furprife,  began,  without  lofs 
of  time,  to  demolifli  the  bufts  of  Marat j 
Lepelktier^  and  others,  whom  they  replaced 
v^ith  the  remains  of  their  faints,  which 
were  ad  remotum^  in  a  moft  mutilated  ftate, 
heaped  one  on  the  other,  and  configned 
ever  fmce  the  reign  of  terror  to  a  fmali 
chapel  at  the  extremity  of  the  church. — 
This  done,  a  council  was  then  held,  the 
determination  of  which  was,  that  a  corp 
de  referve  ihould  remain  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions of  the  enemy,  whilft  the  reft,  with 
true  Amazonian  courage,  were  difpatched 
in  quefl  of  three  pxiefts,  who  were  con- 
cealed in  the  apartment  of  one  of  thefe 
devotees,  who  foon  after  triumphantly  re- 
turned with  them,  amidfl  a  few  lighted 
torches,  which  they  placed  on  the  altar, 
and  then,  not  only  obliged  the  priefts 
to  fay  mafs  after  the  prefcribed  hour,  but 

to 


MODERN    FRANicfe.  99 

te  chaunt  a  Te  Deum  as  a  thankfgiving  for 
their  fucccfe. 

Here  is  a  literal  relation  of  tht  jray^ 
fuch  as  it  was  defcribed  to  us,  with 
this  addition, — ^that  there  had  iiot  been 
the  lead  notice  taken  of  it,  and  that 
the  priefts  had  quietly  continued  rfin^ 
Jlated. 

The  road  from  Amiens  to  Brcttuil  is 
in  general  the  fame  as  the  one  we  had 
travelled  from  Abbeville  to  Amiens.  At 
Breleuily  we  paffed  by  the  gloomy  walls 
of  a  ci-devant  convent,  and  had  a  diftant 
view  of  a  beautiful  deferted  chateau,  be- 
longing to  the  Duke  de  Betbune^  whofe 
lady  now  refides  at  Calais. 

From  Breteuil  to  St.  yuji^  the  country 
is  flat,  and  lefs  interefting  (till  within  a 
mile  or  two  of  Clermont)^  though  ftill 
highly  cultivated :  a  ftate  in  which  we 
have  hitherto  found  the  whole  of  the 
country  we  have  traverfed  j  confequently, 

H  2  a  con- 
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■ 

a    convmcing    proof  how    very  impeF'* 
fedly   the    real     fituation    of   France    is 
known  in  England,  and  how  erroneoufly 
the  generality  of  the  people  of  my  coun-  ' 
try  judge    of  this;    for   how   frequently 
have  I  heard  it  aflerted,  previoufly  to  my. 
leaving  England,   and  I  was  even  one  of 
the  firft  to   credit   fimilar  opinions,   that 
France,   owing  to  its  troubles,  vv'^as  now 
miferably  reduced, — that  the  country  was 
next  to  a  defert,  barren,  uncultivated,  and 
dreadfully  depopulated,   both  as   to  men 
and  cattle,  from  the  extreme  lodes  and 
confumption  of  the  armies ; — that  (hould 
there  be  a  peace,  the  French  would   not 
know    what    to    do    with    their    troops, 
whofe    numbers     were     incredible,     and 
who,    when   dilbanded,    would    naturally 
overwhelm  the  country  by  plunder;   for 
which  reafon,    it  was  not  furprifing  that 
the   French   were  advocates  for  a  conti- 
nual nee  of  the  prefent  warfare,  &c. 

This 
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This  is  the  language  I  have  often  h6ard, 
my  dear  Madam,  and  fo  have  you,  I  am 
convinced ;  and  more  than  this,- 1  can:  with 
truth  aflure  you,  that  I,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  expected  to  find  thefe  affcrtions  rc- 
alifed  j  mais,  point  du  tout  *.  The  country 
wears  a  very  different  afpedt ;  and  from 
the  trouble  we  have  taken  to  inveftigate 
the  real  ftate  of  things  in  general,  as  far 
as  we  have  feen,-  I  truft  you  will  have 
no  doubt  in  crediting  what  I  am  now 
going  to  annex. 

You  are  therefore  to  difcard  all  ideas 
of  this  country  being  in  an  uncultivated 
ftate;  for,  on  the  contrary,  not  an  inch 
t)f  ground  is  left  unworked^  and  the  plough 
literally  vtjits  the  very  brink  of  the  hedges 
,  along  the  roads  we  have  paffed.  Of  cattle 
there  are  vafl  quantities ;  and,  (Irange  as 
it  may  appear,  we  have  in  feveral  places 

*  But  not  at  all. 

H  3  been 
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been  aflured,  that  the  number  throughout 
France,  though  more  particularly  in  iVe?r- 
mandy  and  La  Vendee^  have  within  thefc 
ttvo  years  exceeded  one-third  more  than 
before  the  commencement  of  th«  war. 
With  reiped:  to  men,  we  have  not  re^ 
marked  a  fcarcity,  although  dpubtlefs  the 
numbers  are  infinite  that  have  been  levied 
by  requifition,  and  moft,  if  not  entirely, 
of  the  young  men  v^ho  are  now  become 
cultivators,  and  employed  i{i  th$  agri* 
culture  of  the  country,  are  not  only  mar- 
ked men,  but  fucb  as  bi^ye  already  ferved 
two  or  three  campaigns ;  a  proof  that  th« 
continuance  of  the  prefent  wv  on  the 
part  of  the  French,  ought  not  to  be  attri-^ 
buted  to  the  dread  of  diibanding  their 
troops ;  but  to  a  variety  of  caufes,  much 
too  complicated  to  enlarge  upon  at  tbit 
tnoTnent. 

In  the  evening  we  arrived  at  St.  J%^^ 
a  place  we  were  not  defirous  of  Hopping 
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at ;  yet,  from  being  unable  to  reich  the 
next  flage,  we  were  forced  to  take  up  our 
refidence  in  this  large,  though  miferable 
village,  more  frequented  by  waggoners 
than  by  any  other  defcription  of  travel- 
lers. 

Whilft  on  the  topic  of  accommodations^ 
let  me  tell  you,  that  the  inns  are  wonder- 
fully altered,  and  are  by  no  means  what 
they  were ;  for,  in  confequence  of  the 
greateft  part  of  the  ci-devant  aubergiftes 
having  ihut  up  their  hotels,  thofe  who 
have  either  replaced  them,  or  opened 
new  inns,  have  fo  much  equality  about 
them,  that  their  injbucicnce'^  is  intoler- 
able. Provifions  at  the  fame  time  are  in- 
different, while  the  charges  are  exorbi- 
tant, comparatively  fpeaking,  to  what 
they  ufed  to  be ;  and  yet  this,  we  are 
Cold,  is  nothing  to  what  the  inns  are 
in  Germany,   where   negleft    and    care- 

*  Careleflhefs. 

H  4  leflheTs 
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leflhefs  are  carried  to  fuch  lengths  at 
prefent,  as  to  be  ten  thoufand  times 
worfe  than  in  France, 

At  Sf.  Juji^  however,  we  determined  on 
paffing  the  night,  in  the  hope  of  being,  if 
not  better,  at  leaft  not  worfe  accommodated 
than  in  moft  of  the  other  places  where  we 
had  taken  up  our  lodging.     We  were  here 
more  fortunate  than  we  expedted,  for  the 
good  people  gave  us  the  bed  of  what  they 
poflefTed  ;   and  though  a  wretched-looking 
houfe,  it  had  yet  a  man-^cook  to  arrange 
the  matters  of  the  cuijine^  and  moft  ex^ 
(client  bedsy  which  we  have  really  found  al- 
moft  every  where  good:  but  as  to  the  reft  of 
the  furniture,  in  general,  it  was  a  combi^ 
nation  di finery  and  dirty  fuch  as  elegant  em- 
broidered beds,  fofas>  and  chairs,  clofe  to 
broken  tables,   tattered   window   curtains, 
or  cracked  looking-glafles,  frequently  co- 
vered thick  with  duft.      Thefe  remnantis 
of  elegance  have  oftentimes  difturbed  my 
llumbers,  and  made  me  lefs  comfortable 

thaa 
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than  I  fhould  otherwife  have  been,  from 
the  melancholy  idea  of  their  having  here- 
tofore  belonged  to  many  w^ho  have  expe- 
rienced fo  fad  a  reverfe  of  fortune,  as  to 
be  bereft  of  the  major  part  of  what  they 
pofleffed  J  for,  as  in  general  the  efFeds  of 
Emigrant?  have  been  appropriated  as  na- 
tional property,  and  difpofed  of  by  pub- 
lic audion,  where  thefe  people  have  been 
enabled  to  purchafe  them  for  a  mere  trifle*   ' 

I  muft,  however,  obferve^  that  what  I 
have  here  faid  on  the  fcore  of  inns^  is  to 
be  underftood  in  a  general  fenfe,  for  we 
certainly  have  in  a  few  places  met  with 
decent  accommodations;  but  thefe  were 
furely  exceptions  to  the  general  rule. 

Our  friend,  who  is  continually  on  the 
watch,  and  defirous  of  founding  the  opi« 
nion  of  the  people  wherever  we  have  an 
opportunity  of  fo  doing,  hearing  that 
there  was  a  Caffe  National  *  exaftly  oppofitc 
fp  the  inn,  determined  on  vifiting  it,  whilfl; 

*  A  National  Coflfee-houfe. 

our 
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our  petit  foupe  was  getting  ready,  an4  in 
^  Jbort  half  hour  returned  much  enter- 
tained with  the  novelty  of  the  fcene.  On 
his  entering  a  tolerable  fized  room,  which 
he  found  crowded  by  perfons  of  the  ftrangr 
eft  appearance,  and  lighted  by  a  few  candleg 
thinly  difperfed,  he  made  the  heft  of  his 
way  to  the  upper  end  of  it,  where  a  tall 
thin  man,  who  called  himfelf  the  prefident, 
was  feated ;  and  whilft  holding  a  journal 
or  French  newfpaper  in  one  hand,  and  a 
fmall  wax  taper  in  the  other,  was  with  ii^uch 
emphafis  giving  an  account  of  a  recent  ad- 
vantage gained  by  Buonaparte.  This  in- 
telligence not  gaining  credit,  and  moft  of 
the  auditors  doubting  the  truth  of  it, 
both  parties  became  heated,  and  confe- 
quently  clamorous,  each  infifting  on  being 
heard ;  and  then,  from  one  argument  to 
another,  gave  their  opinions  with  the 
moft  unlimited  freedom,  concerning  the 
prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  fparing  neither 
governors  nor  government.     On   which   a 

perfon 
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perfon  who  was  clofe  to  our  friend,  whom 
he  has  fince  found  to  be  a  travelling  met- 

ft 

chant  or  dealer  in  linon^  a  kind  of  lawn 
much  worn  in  this  country,  accofted  him 
thus,  feeing  that  he  was  filent,  as  well  as 
furprifed  at  hearing  thefe  inveftives  againft 
the  prefent  fyftem :  "  Monfieur,  vous  ne 
."  repondez  pas,  et  vous  paroiffez  furpris ; 
5*  pour  tout  cela,  vous  devez  certainement 
**  etre  de  mon  opinion  *;"  and  then,  like 
the  old  officer  at  Calais,  concluded  by 
faying,  ^'  nous  ne  ferons  jamais  heureuK 
"  fan$  un  Roi  f/'  To  this  he  was  anfwer- 
ed,  that  not  being  a  competent  judge  to 
determine  which  government  might  be 
bcft,  he  fliould  only  obferve,  that  this 
was  not  the  firfl  time  he  had  vifited  this 
country^  having  feen  various  parts  of  it 

*  '<  Sir,  you  do  not  anfwer,  and  you  appear  fur- 
ff  prifed ;  for  all  that,  you  ought  certainly  to  be  of 
f  *  my  opinion/' 

f  «  Wc  (hall  never  be  happy  till  wc  have  a  King.** 

before 
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before  the  revolution ;  but  that  he  had 
never  obferved  it  fo  w^ell  cultivated,  or 
the  pealan try  fo  comfortable  as  they  appa- 
rently were  at  prefent.  "  Ah,  Monfieur !" 
refdmed  he,  fhrugging  up  his  fhoulders, 
*^  on  voit  bicn  que  vous  ne  connoiffez 
**  la  France  que  tres  fuperficiellement ; 
"  car  il  n'y  a  rien  de  furprenant  dans  ce 
*'  que  vous  dites,  puifque,  le  pauvre  eft 
roaintenant  oblige  de  travailler  jour  et 
nuit  pour  vivre;  au  lieu  qu'autrefois, 
**  lis  eroient  en  grande  partie  nouris 
*'  par  les  Seigneurs. — ^Diable  !'*  added  he, 
"  vive  ce  tems-la — le  luxe  et  la  pompe 
**  fleuriffoient ;  je  vendais  alors  dix  aunes 
"  de  linon  pour  une  a  prefent  *:'*   an  odd 

kind 

•  "  Ah  I  Sir,  wc  fee  clearly  that  you  know  no- 
•*  thing  of  France,  but  by  the  moft  fuperficial  obfenr- 
**  ation  )  and  I  am  not  furprifed  at  what  you  fay  \  for 
«*  the  poor  are  obliged  to  work  day  and  night  to  ob- 
<<  tain  a  livelihood ;  whereas  in  former  times  naany 

««  were 
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kind  of  argument,  which,  by  the  bye, 
confirms  my  former  aflertions ;  for,  ia 
confequence  of  the  rapid  progrefs  made  by 
cgotifm  in  this  country,  felf  becomes  the 
principal  objed,  and  we  really  find  each 
individual  prompted  to  fpeak  and  judge  of 
the  revolution  in  proportion  as  it  more  or 
lefs  afFeded  his  intereft. 

About  three-quarters  of  a  league  prior 
to  our  reaching  Clermont,  the  high-road 
runs  through  a  part  of  the  grounds  once 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Fitz- James,  now 
I  believe  in  Englapd,  and  in  his  Britan- 
nic Majefty's  fervice. 

Thefe   grounds  are  charming,    and  fo 

■ 

richly  diyerfified  by  woods,   lawns,  fields, 
and  meadows,  that  we  could  have  fancied 


"  were  fupported  by  the  NoblelTc.  Oh !  that  thofe 
'<  times  could  return,  when  luxury  and  (hew  flouriflK 
*<  ed !  for  I  could  fell  ten  ells'  of  linon  then  for  one 
'  that  I  fell  now." 


•  < 


ourfelves 
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ourfelves  in  the  midft  of  feme  of  our  beaii* 
tiful  Englifh  parks  or  pleafure  gardens. 
The  chateau  and  plantations  are  moft  agree- 
ably feated  on  the  banks  of  the  Brecbe^  a 
river  whofe  limpid  ftream  waters  an  cx- 
tenfive  meadow,  (haded  by  a  number  of 
trees,  at  the  foot  of  the  town.  This  noble 
manfion  has  a  fine  appearance,  but  the 
gloom  which  reigns  about  it  forces  a  figh, 
and  evinces  the  tranfient  nature  of  fublu- 
nary  greatnefs. 

At  Clermont  we  learnt  that  the  houfe  and 
gardens  were  not  yet  difpofed  of,  but  that 
the  reft  of  the  land  and  property  had 
been  purchafed  in  fmall  lots  by  various 
individuals,  amongft  which  (fingular  to 
relate)  were  many  of  his  domeftics,  whom, 
we  underftand,  were,  during  the  revolu- 
tion, their  bencfa<flor*s  moft  violent  and 
cruel  enemies,  having  been  the  firft  to 
denounce  him  ;  a  report  I  fincerely  hope 
to  be  ill-founded,  though  I  fear  that  in 

fome 
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fomc  inftances  this  has  been  too  much 
the  cafe.  V/e  are,  however,  happy  to 
hear,  that  this  is  not  the  general  charac- 
ter throughout  the  country,  there  being 
examples  of  fervants  fufficiently  virtuous 
to  have  facrificed  both  intereft  and  life  to 
fave  their  ancient  mafters. 

The  town  of  Clermont  is  fituated  on  a 
hill,  at  the  fummit.of  which  alfo  ftands 
the  ruins  of  a  church  and  an  old  caftle, 
heretofore  belonging  to  the  family  of 
Condey  and  now  national  property.  The 
whole  has  a  beautiful  effcd,  for  which 
reafon  I  flatter  myfelf  the  objeft  will  be 
allowed  to  remain^  although  one  might 
almoft  fay,  that  their  fragments  feem  to 
Bod  at  every  murmur  of  the  Waft  over 
tbofe  which  are  already  fallen. 

Clermont  itfelf  is  extremely  ancient  j  the 
ftreets  narrow  and  unpleafant,  from  being 
one  continual  afcent  and  defcent ;  confe- 
quently  nothing  to  recommend  it,  except 
its  fituation  and  the  having  a  moft  excel- 

H  lent 
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lent  corn  market,  held  weekly,  anJ  at-^ 
tended  for  miles  around.  We  have  like- 
wife  heard,  that  there  at  prefent  feveral 
cxtenfive  magazines  in  the  town  amply 
fupplied  with  corn  for  the  armies.  The 
average  price  of  this  article,  at  their  laft 
maket-day,  flood  thus : — for  a  coupe  or 
meafure  of  120  pounds  weight,  16  ounces 
to  the  pound,  15  livres,  and  this  for  the 
very  bejiy  which  makes  about  twelve  (hil- 
lings and  fixpence  Englifh ;  no  very  un- 
reafonable  charge  furely :  but  here,  as  well 
as  in  England,  the  harveft  this  year  hias 
been  abundant. 

From  the  intelligence  we  have  picked 
up,  it  appears,  that  the  major  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  during  the  revolution,  were 
violent  patriots ;  and  indeed,  to  judge  from 
the  number  of  trees  planted  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  each  with  infcriptions 
;malogous  to  Liberty,  Fraternity,  and 
Union,  we  muft  conclude  them  to  be 
ilill  in  the  fame  humour.     The  miftrefs 

of 
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cf  the  inn,  however,  wifhed  to  pafs  her- 
felf  off  on  us  as  of  a  diffeircnt  opinion ; 
fcfi  Hih  began  to  exclaim  thoft  violently 
igaShA  the.  revolution  and  the  revolatioh-- 
airesy  lamenting-^**  qtie  fa  pf ofeffion  etoft 
"  blieift  tomb6ej  cat,"  added  ike  with  a 
figh,  "  nouis  At  vdypns  plus  de  guinees, 
"  depuis  que  le's  Anglois,  les  i^bers  Angloisy 
"  nei  voyagent  plus* :'' — this  compliment 
fixe  took  good  care  to  feafon  with  a  moft 
tinconfcibnalble  account  for  our  breakfaftj — 
a  trait  much  too  trivial  to  have  mentioned, 
had  I  not  been  defirous  of  giving  you  a 
fattipte  of  what  you  may  expefl:  fhould 
you  be  tempted  to  vifit  this  country. 

Here  were,  likewife,  fome  female  con- 
vents before  the  revolution,  which  have 
been  permitted  to  remain  under  the  fol- 
lowing reftriftions  (but  of  what  order  I 

♦  "  Her  bufincfs/'  (he  faid,  "  was  very  much  on 
«*  the  dieclinc ;  for  Gnce  the  Englifh,  the  dear  Enghfli, 
*«  had  left  off  travelling,  (he  faw  no  more  guineas." 

I  could 


1X4  A    SKETCH    OF 

could  not  learn) :  they  are  to  inhabit  the 
fame  houfes,  but  not  to  follow  the  inititu* 
tions  of  their  order ;  they  appear  like  the  reft 
of  the  people,  and  take  boarders ;  fo  that 
they  are  known  under  the  title  oipenjiom. 
From  hence  there  is  no  intermiflion, 
the  country  being  one  continued  mixture 
of  hill,  dale,  wood,  and  vine,  extending 
in  many  parts  to  the  very  edge  of  the 
road,  interfered  at  intervals  by  a  variety 
of  fruit  trees,  whilft  cattle  here  and  there 
grazing,  the  plough  at  work,  and  every 
now  and   t^en  a  peep  through  the  tufts 

of  trees  of  fome  beautiful  chateau,  forms 
an  engaging  landfcape.  Amongft  thefe 
various  objedts,  the  one  which  drew  my  at- 
tention moft,  and  made  me  regret  the  not 
having  a  nearer  view  of  it,  was  the  noble 
palace  of  Liancourt^  nearly  midway  ft*om 
Clermont  to  Creil.  This  chateau  belongs  to 
the  ancient  family  of  Rocbefoucaultj   and 

cannot  fail  of  attrading  the  admiration  of 

every 
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fevery  traveller ;  for  the  majeftic  appear- 
ance of  the  tout  enfemble^  the  beauty  of 
the  park,  the  grandfeur  of  the  avenues, 
&c*  fuflSciently  announce  the  afylum  of 
that  illuftrious  family. 

Nine  Englifh  miles  from  Ctermontj 
we  reached  the  above-mentioned  town 
of  Creily  which  is  fituated  oii  the  Otfe^  a 
river  which  is  not  only  navigable,  but 
at  the  fame  time  meander^  along  a  plea« 
fant  valley,  that  ferves,  as  it  were,  for 
a  boundary  or  diviiion  between  the  chalky 
and  cakareous  hilh,  the  laft  of  which 
extend  to  Paris. 

Juft  at  the  entrance  of  the  town  ftand 
the  ruins  of  a  caftle  formerly  belonging  to 
the  Prince  de  Conde^  and  heretofore  the 
refidence  of  Charles  the  Fifth  of  France. 
This  chateau  was  at  that  time  fo  confider- 
able,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  fif- 
teenth century  it  was  taken  by  the  Englifli, 
and  then  retaken  by  Charles  the  Seventh  in 
1442. 

I  2       >     '  In 
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In  the  c€?;itre.  of  a  number  of  poplars 
contiguous  to,  the  river,  s^nd  nearly  in  the 
fi|;p;i^  of  the  caftle,  has  been  ere^ed  % 

i^ufoleuxQ  in  honour  of  }.  J.  Rp;y/r^v^ 
by  his  royal  friend  and  patron  the  Princct 
ojT  Conde.  The  buQ;  of  this  pajthetic 
iprriter,  yi)fjich  ha^  been  placed  on  the  top, 
bas^  finpe  th^e,  reyoljution,  been  renxoye4» 
l^p^  thj^  mowiment  remains. 

From  this  town,,  the  ftone^  b^convp  ex^. 
tr^mely  curipu3t  and  are,  as  I  have  before 
obferyed,  calcareous. 

We  foon  after  reached  the  l?eaut:iful  fp^ 
reft  of  Cbantilly^  which,  as  national  prQ% 

perty,  has  in  part  been  difpofed  oi^  thiOiigh 

« 

^,  yet  not  much  of  it  is  cut. 

^ere  the  road  again  begins  to  be  p»v^d^ 
and  thus  cpntinuesj  we  learn,  as  far  as  I^aris, 
an  extent  of  abqut  1 8  Englifh  miles :  thif ^ 
wpyld  render  the  travelling  ej^tremely  irfc^ 
fqqi^.,  were  the  roads  lefs  wide ;  but  a^ 
they  are,  the  pavement  may  be  oftentjmeSi 
avoided. 

Chantilly^ 
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Cbantillyy  where  I  write  from,  is,  fo 
far  as  I  could  fee,  extremely  pretty,  and 
well  known  from  its  being  the  ci-devant 
refidence  of  the  Prince  de  Conde.  Here 
we  mean  to  fleep,  in  order  to  have  more 
tinle  to  vicT*'  that  royd  deferted  manfion, 
\(rhj<^  exhibits,  by  all  accounts,  ^  fnoft 
mefaflciltfly  appdarance. — ^Adretr. ' 

Yours  flncerelf* 


«3 


h3  a  skstch  or 


/  » 
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phantilly,  Nov,  14,  179^. 

4^Hsfa/biott  of  this  world pajfetb  away  /  •* 
is  an  esLclamation  which  the  fubje^  of 
this  letter  has  often  extorted  from  me. 

Wc  have  been  vifiting  the  ruins  of  the 
noble  edifice  mentioned  in  my  laft,  the 
ci-devant  refidence  of  the  Prince  of  Condc 
at  Chantillyj  ^nd  thpugh,  niy  dear  Ma- 
4am,  a  melancholy  fpedacle  to  behold  in 
its  prefent  ilate,  it  has  (lill  fo  much  gran- 
deur and  magnificence,  that  it  not  only 
exceeded  my  expectations,  but  convinced 
tne  of  its  fuperiority  to  mpft  things  of 
the  kind  I  have  feen  in  England. 

This  venerable  palace,  heretofore  in  the 
poflefiion  of  the  unfortunate  family  of 
Montmorency,  was  a  donation  of  Lewis  the 
fourteenth,  in  1661^  to  the  illuflrious  fa-^ 

fnily 
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Tm\j  of  Conde,  who  foon  after  fo  won- 
derfully enlarged  2LViA  embcUiftied  it,  that 
at  became  an  objed  of  general  admira- 
tion. 

I  was  fo  ftruck  with  the  vaftnefs 
(if  you  will  allow  me  the  expreffion)  of 
the  enftmble^  the  exquifite  tafte  of  the  ar- 
chitefture,  the  noble  fuite  of  apartments  in 
both  the  great  and  lefler  chateau,  which 
arc  contiguous  to  each  other,^  the  large  ex- 
tent of  gardens,  menagerie,  park,  orangery, 
and  range  of  ftables,  (whichi  prior  to  the 
change  of  things,  were  efteemcd  the  firft  in 
Europe,)  that  I  felt  that  my  defcription  muff 
fall  ikort  of  the  reality.  Yet  is  all  this  now 
deferted  and  forlorn ;  ruin  and  defblation 
having  pervaded  every  place;  fcarcely  a 
creature  is  to  be  f<;en  in  the  environs  :  and 
fo  great  was  the  VandaUlike  fury,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution,  that  not 
a  ftatue  which  ornamented  thefe  fuperb 
grounds  and  manfions  has  efcaped,  many 
^ave  been  removed,  and  others  are  left  in 

14  a  moft 


a  ipoft  mutilated  ftate*  A  beautiful .  c;q^ 
Iftflal  Qpo  of  >i(ppti;nie,  in  particular,  h^g 
been  fevered  juft  abpye  the,,  kaee,...  ftpnpj 
an  idea  that  the  royal  owner  was  concpat 
ed  in  it.  Jis  to  the  ftatq^  in  bronze-  of 
Jler^ry  Duke  of  Montn^orency:,  ^^^^^^^4 
the  30th  of  0^p])er  i6.3?i  in  the  r^igi^ 
of  Lewis  the  13th,  a,n4  fo  greatly  ^^mv!^ 
by  all  connQiflfeurs,  i^  l^^s,  ^^  wfU  a^  tj^pfp 
which  were  efteemec^  tbc  ^  beft,,  becgi^  5^^^ 
moved  to  Paris,  So  that,  igy  dear  ^^9i4i 
what  with  the,  .preferit  Y^ew  of  .thing§  f^^ 
^s  they  are,  s^nd  ^  retroIpe£t  of  what  th? jf 
Yl^Tf^y  ^  gl9<3[m,  oy^rfepsa^.  niy  m^d^^  m§i 
interrupted  t^e  pleafoi;^  of ,  >  Qbf§?Ya(l^ij>j,< 
?-e4  oa£rpsi:9nftolBe(JJ:it<)  tt^g^Qtber,!  ci^illd 
got  T§fe?jiA,  ^sj  ^^ll^ed  ia  fllent  emotipaexh 
^minu^g  th^fe  QOble  fragmedts,  expreffiag 
how  gr^atfly.  it  waa  to  he'  lamented  Ijhaft 
^e  o:ff.Qer  q£  tkefe  .fcenes.  had  b^etr  kd  to 
d^fert  thi^m'y  f^r,  being  ia  general  fa  .much; 
beloved,^  Ias  prefeflce  might,  in  all  :pcor 
bab^ity,^  ^av§  \8itbh.eld  ok  reftrautfd  tbei 

hand 
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^^d  of  vipiei^ce,  smd,  in  fome  meafure^ 
Ji»ve  prevented  th^  havoc  which  had  takca 
p^pe. — ^^  You  are   perfcftly  right,"    axiv 

r 

fwered  our  guide ;  "  it  is  truly  to  be  la* 

i^  mcQted,  and  Heaven  knows    we  have 

^  feverely  felt  his  lofs  j  for,  alas !  our  pa^* 

^  tron  and  benefador  was  adored  by  the 

^^  people  for  miles  round,  refpeded  for  his 

^  humanity,  and  was  a  friend  to  all :  but,'^ 

added  he,  *'  we  were  at  one  time  in  hopes 

i^  that  he  wtiuld  hav^e  returned,  when  the 

^  Gomvention  pa&d  a  decree  that  gave  an 

^  opening  to '  thofe  who   had  quitted  the 

♦^  country,  to, re-enter  it;  but  now,  iti^ 

f  all  over,    and  thefe  boqpes  are  vanifli-^ 

^*  9cL"     la  iaylttg  this,   the  tears  trickled 

dbws  his  cheeks,  and   I  flpod  thunder- 

ftruck^  c^afdous  of  my  own  indifcretion  j 

&r,  not   fufpefbing   fuch   fentiments  and 

reflections^  £rom  a  youth,    our  innkeeper's 

fOa;    or  indeed,   not  fuppofing  that   h6 

had  attended  to  what  I  had  faid,  which 

W2fi    furely    -not    addreifed    to    him;    I 

was 
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was  aftonifhed,  and  took  this  for  a  Ie& 
fon  to  be  more  circumfpe<St  in  future  j 
and  though  my  remark  had  nothing  im» 
proper  in  it,  yet  it  was  inconfiderate, 
as  I  was  in  the  power  of  a  perfon  to* 
tally  unknown  to  us,  who  might  have 
made  an  improper  ufe  of  it;  however, 
on  the  contrary,  we  were  fo  far  for- 
tun^e  as  to  jBnd  him  intelligent .  and  dif* 
creetr 

A3  we  were  in  our  way  to  the  ftables, 
(which  for  ftyle  of  building  and  extent  is 
beyotid  conception^)  pailing  by  a  range  of 
pretty  looking  apartments,  making  fo 
many  detached  houfes  with  a  fqiali  garden 
in  front,  all  included  in  the  park; — 
^'  there,*'  faid  he,  flopping  and  pointing 
with  his  finger,  "  thofe  were  the  ci-devant 
**  dwellings  appointed  by  his  Serene 
"  Highnefs  for  his  architcd,  painter, 
^*  fculptor,  favourite  don^eftics,  &c.  and, 
*^  in  fa£t,  for  all  thofe  he  patronifed  ;-^ 
*^  and   there,     with    comfort    did    they 

"  enjoy 
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^^  enjoy  the    generofity  of  their  Mac$w 

When  on  our  ^xprefCng  a  hope  that 
thofe  Jto  whom  he  had  been  fo  particularly 
kind,  had  proved  faithful  to  their  benevo^ 
knit  maftcr  :-t-"  Yes/'  added  he,  ^*  moft  of 
^*  them ;  for  the  majority  have  certainly 
^  foUovred  his  fate,  and  thefe  habitations, 
^  as  well  as  the  greateft  part  of  the  fu- 
^^  perb  furniture  and  horfes  belonging  to 
*^  the  Prince,  have  been  difpofed  of  by  fale  ; 
^  but  what  is  lingular,^^  continued  he, 
^^  and  in  fome  degree  ihews  how  far  we 
^  were  all  attached  to  him,  fcarcely  an 
^^  inhabitant  of  our  town  purchafed  a 
*?  fingle  article,  leaving  the  whole  to  fo- 
yi  feigner^,,  fonae  of  whom  are  Englifh, 
^^  and  others  German,  fettled  in  the  envi- 
^  ro»s  of  Chantilly/' 

paving  by  this  time  completed  our 
tour,  and  drawing  nigh  the  great  gates  of 
the  ancient  chateau,  we  perceived  a  wo« 
iQan   beckoning  to  us,   in  order,  as  we 

afterwards 
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afterwards  found,  to  ihew  us  the  apart* 
ments,  although  there  was  hardly  any  of 
the  furniture  remaining,  and  the  whole  of 
the .  architedure  defaced  and  mutilated  ; 
but  fHU  fhe  is  kept  there  for  that  purpofe. 

We,  who  had  already  fpent  fo  much 
time  in  this  now  fad  and  melanchoUy 
ipot,  determined  on  taking  a  curfory  vieW 
only  ;  yet  at  every  ftep  we  took,  were  we 
continually  reminded  by  detached  fentences 
written  on  the  walls  and  doors,  of  the  num-  * 
bcr  of  wretched  beings  therein  confined 
during  the  era  of  terror ;  fome  of  which 
were  tafeen  from  thence  to  be  guillotined 
at  Paris ;  others  releafed ;  and  fome  pe- 
n&itd  in  the  caftle,  leaving  the  above  me* 
mentos  behind  thenk,  fufficiemly.  expreffive 
of  die  agony  of  their  mifnds* 

But  enough  on  this  fubje^.— ^Atf  we 
were  returning- tO' the  inn,  we  were  {hewn 
a  detached  building,  formerly  the  refidetice* 
of  the  Prince  of  Bourbon,  (the  Prince  of 
Conde's  fon,)  now  partly  transfonned  into 

barrackai 
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barracks^  and  partly  into  a  magazine  or 
depot  for  the  army.  There  is  alfo  an 
extenfive  refervoir,  that  furniflies  vvater, 
not  only  to  the  caiUe,  but  to  every  part 
of  the  town. 

The  old  chateau  (lands  in  an  ifland  or 
imo^t ;  and  we  have  learnt,  that  much  of 
the  land  belonging  to  it  has  been  dH^ 
po&d  of,  and  many  elegant  houfes  already 
built  on  it. 

Refpedting  the  foreft,  which  is  of  feveral* 
miles  extent,  the  trees  only  have  been  fold, 
and  this  by  contraft  ;  but  the  ground  re- 
mains  to  be  parted  with. 

It  is  certain,  that  in  moft  of  the  fmall' 
towns  we  have  paffed  through,  the  people' 
appear,  like  thofe  of  Chantilly,  to  have" 
imbibed  the  fame  paffion  for  building,  and' 
are  making  confiderable  improvements. 

Here  are  alfo  three  manufactures  of 
china,  carried  on  by  one  Potter,  an  Eng- 
lifhman,  but  which  we  had  not  timc^  to 
vifit;    fome   of   their    produdions    were 

7  ihewn 
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fliewn  us,  which  are  pretty,  and  not  unlitc^ 
what  was  fome  years  ago  fabricated  at 
Chelfea.  There  are  likewife  fome  tanne- 
ries, where  the  leather  is  prepared  i  la  ma* 
niere  Angloife^. 

When  we  returned  to  the  inn,  which  b 
kept  by  an  Englifhwoman,  many  yearf 
fettled  here,  we  prepared  for  dinner,  and 
then  proceeded  towards  Paris  (where  I  fliall 
finiih  this  letter)  through  a  continuation  of 
the  fame  foreft  to  Lu%arcbe^  a  fmall  mar* 
ket  town,  about  feven  or  eight  Englifh 
miles  from  Chantilly. 

The  only  information  we  were  able 
to  gain  concerning  the  convents  and 
monaileries,  of  which  there  were  feve- 
xal  prior  to  the  revolution,  was,  that 
they  had  all  been  fuppreffed,  except 
the  HQpitalj  kept  by  a  community  of  fe- 
males, denominated  Saur  dc  la  Charite  f , 

%  In  the  fame  manner  as  in  England* 
f  Sifterhood  of  Charity. 

which 
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vrhich  was  ftill  allowed  to  exift.  As  for 
the  others,  theh:  property  had  been  dif- 
pofed  of  as  national  property^  and  now 
converted  into  a  variety  of .  dwellings, 
and  the  chapel  of  one  in  particular,  is  at 
prefent,  the  mat/on  de  plaifence  *  of  a  noted 
antiquated  virgin.  Some  of  the  monks, 
we  were  likewife  told,  had  married, 
others  had  emigrated ;  and  at  about  a 
league  from  hence,  one  of  their  con- 
vents was  transformed  into  a  manufac- 
tory. This  place  is  alfo  famous  for  lace, 
there  being  vafl  quantities  made  in  the 
town. 

From  Luzarche,  we  continued  our  route 
through  Econen  or  Efconen^  another  fmali 
town,  once  belonging  to  the  Prince  of 
Conde,  and  depending  on  the  Diichy  of 
Enguien.  Here  this  Prince  had  a  beau- 
tiful refidence,  as  had  alfo  feveral  Nobles, 
for  we  paiTed  by  many  charming  villas, 

*  Pleafure-houfc. 

now 
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now  gloomy  and  ddfcrtcrf.  This  Is  fifcei 
wife  a  fjpot  well  knbwn  in  the  hiftory  of 
France,  for  the  edi^  paffcd  againft  the  Lu-^ 
Aerans  i'ni'  June  1559,  condemning  thew 
to-  death. 

The  next  ftagc  wa«  St*  Denis,  of  Fd^ 
num  St.  Didnjifiiy  otherwife  Catulliacum^  a 
town  of  no  confiderable  extent,  two 
Ifeagues  from  Paris,  and  nOW  called  Srart"" 
ciade.  It  is  feated  on  a  fertile  plain,  not 
fax  diftant  from  the  river  Stints  and  owerf 
its  origin  to  the  famous  abbey  of  Ben>!<^ 
didines,  which  was  not  only  built  on  the 
tomb,  but  to  the  memory  of  St.  Denis- 
and  his  affhciates.  The  church,  which  has 
fince  Tendered  this  place  fo  celebrated,  was 
founded  by  Dagobert  the  Firft  of  France, 
in  630,  at  the  infligation  of  Catullay  a- 
noble  female,  and  has  ever  fmce  been  the 
burial-place  of  the  royal  family  of  France. 

It  was  at  that  time  much  fmaller  than 
at  prefent,  having  been  ravaged   by  the 

Normans; 


^ 
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Normans,  it  was  in  part  rebuilt  by  King 
Pepin,  and  finifhed  by  Charlemagne ;  but 
afterwards  burnt  and  facked  a  fecond  tim6 
by  the  Normans,  and  reftored  by  Charles 
the  Bald. 

In  the  front  of  this  edifice  are 
two  large  fquare  Gothic .  towers^  ad- 
mirable for  the  delicacy  and  lightnefs 
of  their  ftru£ture,  which  give  a 
grandeur  to  the  whole,  and  muft, 
before  the  defpoiling  of  the  infide, 
and  the  unroofing,  in  order  to  have 
the  lead,  have  been  beautiful.  The  in- 
ternal part  of  the  church  is  410  feet 
in  length,  171  in  width,  and  loi  in 
height. 

The  lead  with  which  it  was  covered 
has,  fince  the  revolution,  been  taken  to 
make  bullets  for  the  artillery  j  and  its 
ornaments  and  treqfures^  fuch  as  a  curious 
large  crofs  of  copper-gilt, — four  columns 
of  the  fame  metal, — ornaments  of  different 

K  kinds 
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kinds  about  the  altar, — bafs-reliefs,  fome 
in  gold,  others  in  filver-gilt,  embellifhed 
with  precious  ftones ;  befides  the  front  of 
the  altar  itfelf,  the  whole  fuperb,  in  filvcr- 
gilt  alfo,  weighing  200  marks,  includ- 
ing the  treafures  of  .  the  church,  wkich 
were  immenfe,  cQnfiftipg  of  crownsj 
coftly  gifts,  relics,  &c..  &c.  depofited 
in  a  large  apartment, .  of  forty  feet 
fquare,  and  fuppofed  the,  richeft.  in  Eu- 
rope,— have  all  been  melted  and  fent  to 
Paris. 

A  perfon  of  credit,  whom  we  met  jjn 
the  fpot,  afiiired  us,  that  above  one  million 
fterling  had,  been  taken  from  thence  :-*- 
but  what  ftill  aggravates  the  crime,  and 
throws  an  odium  on  thofe*  who  had  then 
the  reins  of  government,  is,  the  having 
permitted  the  Jacobin  rage  to  difturb'the 
afhes  of  the  dead,  and  even  fpprt,  as  it 
were,  with  the  remains  of  thofe  of  whom 
time  had  not  as   yet  totally  effaced  thq 

features. 
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_     • 

i^catures. — Horrid  refledion!  Not  fatif- 
fied  with  this,  the  leaden  coffins  were 
taken,  the  bodies  thrown  together  with 
indecent  confufion,  and  the  lead  converted 
into  fimilar  purpofes  as  the  roof.  This 
fcene  of  human  depravity,  was,  however, 
foon  checked  by  the  inhabitants,'  who 
united  in  mafs  to  refift  the  fury  of  the 
mob,  who  came  in  fhoals  from  Paris,  and 
they  at  laft  fucceeded. 

A  part  of  the  church,  at  prefent,  like 
many  others,  ferves  as  a  dep6t  for  the 
army;  and  the  other,  which  has  hi- 
therto been  a  Temple  of  Reafon,  is  ex- 
pedled  to  be  foon  opened,  confecrated, 
and  to  have  the  catholic  fervice  performed 
in  it  as  before. 

In  the  environs  of  St.  Denis  is  a 
beautiful  and  exteniive  building,  which 
appears  to  have  been  lately  ere£ted,  and 
which  furprifed  us  not  a  little  on  hearing 
that    it  was  intended  for  barracks,    and 

K  2  that 
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that  a  number  of  troops  were  already 
in  it. 

The  road  from  hence  to  Paris,  which 
paifes  through  Mantmartre^  (a  kind  of 
fauxbourg  thus  called,  where  tbei^  are 
immehfe  quarries  of  gypfum,  or  plafter 
of  Paris,)  is  good,  wide,  and  lined  by  a 
double  row  of  trees,  which  gives  it  a 
noble  JtStQi. 

By  this  road  we  entered  the  metro- 
polis, through  the  fauxbourg  and  gate  of 
St.  Denis,  and  proceeded  to  our  head- 
quarters, where  we  were  to  take  up  our 
abode,  in  the  Rue  dc  la  Loi^  ci-devant 
Richelieu. 

One  thing  more  I  muft  obferve  ere 
I    conclude, — that     from    St.    Denis    to 

Paris,  to  my  utter  aflonifhment,  we 
found  the  road  thronged  with  carriages 
of  various  defcriptions,  and  carts  filled 
with  provifions;  an  omen  which,  if  it 
did   not  forbode  plenty,    at    lead    kept 

us 
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US  above  the  idea  of  fcarcity  in  the  ex- 
treme,  and  difpelled  the  dread  of  famine, 
which  has  fo  often  been  the  topic  of  con- 
verfation. 

A  VOU8  pour  la  vie. 
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LETTER    VIII. 


Pans,  Nov,  i8,  1796- 

jViy  fenfations  on  entering  this  capital 
of  the  French  Republic  I  can  but  feebly 
defcribe.  I  trembled, — I  wept; — and 
though  I  longed  to  fee  what  this  famous 
city  contained,  yet  I  was  afraid  that  my 
poor  nerves  would  be  unequal  to  the 
Ihock  which  fome  of  its  fcenes  muft  un- 
avoidably occafion.  It  is  a  new  Paris, 
faid  I  to  B.  that  you  are  now  going  to 
explore  ; — and  how  unlike  the  old ! — like 
Mercier's  old  man,  you  will  feem  to  have 
awoke  from  a  very  long  fleep.  What 
changes  will  you  contemplate! — what  hor- 
rid recolle£lions  will  the  view  of  many 
places  excite ! — As  for  myfelf,  I  fhall 
dream  of  aflafli nation  and  murder,  and 
^  \;cl  v.i!i  be  uppennofl  in  my  thoughts. 

Indeed 
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Indeed  I  could  not  but  refle£fc  that^  while 
French  delicacy  and  ftntiment  objedled  to 
the  reprefentation  of  murder  in  their 
i/7ori-tragical  dramas,  in  the  real  tragedy 
of  the  revolution  they  have  not  manifeft- 
ed  the  lead  reludance  at  feeing  torrents, 
of  blood  flow ;  on  the  other  hand,  they 
have  made  it  flream  in  profufion  both  be- 
fore and  behind  the  fcenes.  Thank  God  ! 
no  fuch  revolution  has  difgraced  my 
country ;  and  I  truft  never  will.  Under 
no  change  whatever  can  I  conceive  that 
Englifhmen  would  be  fo  fanguinary,  and 
butcher  one  another  with  fuch  tyger-like 
fury. 

But  1  perceive  that  I  am  rather  (ketch- 
ing  the  prefent  ftate  of  my  own  mind 
than  a  picture  of  Paris,  which  we  en- 
tered on  the  15th  inftant.  In  fome  things 
I  mufl  confefs  that  I  was  agreeably  difap- 
pointed.  Thofe  terrific  illufions  which 
my  fancy  had  conjured  up,  and  which 
pofleflTed  my  imagination,  were  but  partly 

K  4  realized. 
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realized.  If^  indeed^  I  fougbt^  for  traces 
of  the  rerolution,  I  found  them  ;  but  thefe 
were  not  nurked  on  the  countenances  and 
in  the  demeanour  of  the  inhabitants. 
Paris,  like  London,  includes  a  vaft  popu<« 
ktion,  and  furniihes  crowds  for  all  pur* 
pofes.  Activity  pervades  the  ftreets, .  and 
pleafure  and  diilipation  ftill  preferve  their 
empire.  On  the  quays  much  traffic  is 
carried  on ;  and  here  I  found  that  many 
valuable  articles  were  now  to  be  purchafed 
for  a  mere  trifle,  fuch  as  excellent  pictures, 
printSy  books,  china,  glaflTes,  and  every 
kind  of  furniture,  in  the  moft  expenfivc 
ftyle  J— articles  which  once  decorated  the 
apartments  of  their  murdered  or  emigrated 
nobles. 

Much  is  faid  in  Paris  of  the  fovereignty 
of  the  people;  but  their  comfort  is  not 
yet  fo  much  confulted  as  in  London. 
The  ftreets  have  not  a  trottoir^  or  pave- 
ment  for  foot  paflTengers;  this,  however, 
it  is  in  contemplation,  I  hear,  to  borrow 

from 
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from  U8,  among  the  various  improvements 
which  this  city  is  to  undergo,  and  here 
and  there  is  already  carried  into  execution. 

The  bridges  over  the  Seine  have  been 
defpoiled  of  thrir  ftatues,  and  the  palaces 
and  hotels  of  the  enfigns  of  royalty  and 
nobility.  The  fervants  alfo  behind  the 
carriages  are  without  liveries,  and  there 
is  not  that  fplendor  of  equipage  as  under 
the  regal  fj^ftem. 

As  we  went  to  take  a  view  of  La  Porte 
4c  St.  Denis^  which  is  a  mod  beautiful 
{Hece  of  architecture,  and  through  which 
the  crowned  heads  of  France  ufed  for- 
merly, on  particular  occafions,  to  make 
their  public  entry  into  Paris,  we  were 
recognifed  as  perfons  from  England,  and 
accofled  in  a  manner  that  excited  in  me 
fome  little  trepidation.  My  caro  fpofo 
and  I  were  attentively  examining  the  in- 
jury which  this  gate  had  fuftained  at  the 
beginning  of  the  revolution,  when  a  de- 
cent-looking man,  after  (ludying  our  phy« 

fiognomy, 
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fiognomy,  as  it  were,  thus  accofted  u«: 
"  Ah  !  ah  !  vous  venez  deja  admirer  nos 
•*  mines,  ou  plutot  nos  tombeaux ; 
^  Vous  avez  vraiment  bien  raifon,  Mj^- 
"  rabies  Infulaires  1  car  ce  font  vos  ou- 
•'  vrages*." 

This  attack  induced  us  to  turn  our  cu- 
rioiity  into  another  channel.  We  took  a 
walk  on  the  boulevards  or  ramparts,  which 
extend  two  thoufand  four  hun4red  French 
fathoms,  quite  from  the  Fauxbourg  St. 
Honore  to  the  ci-devant  Baftile.  This  is 
indeed  a  fplendid  promenade.  If  the  ho- 
tels and  elegant  buildings  which  orna- 
ment it  have  changed  their  inhabitants, 
the  character  of  the  place  is  ftill  pre*- 
ferved.  It  is  a  continual  fcene  of  mirth 
and  cheerfulnefs,  and  abounds  with  amufe- 
ments  and  recreations   of  various  kinds. 

•  **  Ah  I   ah !  you  are  come  then  to  admire  our 

"  ruins,  or  rather  our  tombs : You  arc   very 

«'  right,   Defpicable   IflandersI   for    thcfe    are  your 
*•  works.** 

Here 
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Here  are  taverns,  public  baths,   theatres; 
and  even  what  is  called  a  Vauxhall. 

But  I  will  leave  mimics,  tumblers, 
merry  andrews,  &c.  in  order  to  condudk 
you  to  the  Pantheon^  with  a  defcription 
of  which  I  fhall  fill  up  the  remainder  of 
this  letter. 

Let  me  firft,  however,  tell  you,  for 
I  have  fet  out  with  being  a  little  hifto- 
rical  as  well  as  defcriptive,  that  this  noble 
edifice  is  built  on  the  ruins  of  the  ancient 
abbey  or  church  confecrated  to  St.  Gene- 
vieve, who  was  prior  to  the  revolution 
deemed  the  patronefs  of  Paris,  This 
abbey,  fo  famous  in  hiftory,  was  erefted 
in  the  fixth  century  by  Clovts^  the  firft 
Chriftian  king  of  France,  then  afterwards 
deftroyed  and  pillaged  by  the  Normans, 
and  rebuilt  in  thfe  ninth  century.  We  were 
like  wife  told,  that  the  fame  monarch  built 
a  palace  for  his  refidence  clofe  to  the 
abbey,    which   was    the  ♦  firft    ereded   at 

Paris; 
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Paris;   but  of  this  there  are  no  veftigfes 
left. 

The  prefent  ftrudiure  was  begun  in  this 
century,  and  was  intended  as  a  new  church 
of  St.  Genevieve  in  the  place  of  the  old, 
but  has  been  converted  into  A  Pantheon 
fince  the  revolution.  .  Its  appearance  is 
truly  beautiful ;  and  though  in  an  unfinifh- 
ed  ftate,  we  furveyed  both  its  exterior  and 
interior  with  confiderable  fatisfadion. 

The  compUtion  of  this  edifice  has  been 
retarded  by  a  few  of  the  columns  having 
not  only  given  way,  but  abfolutely  (plit 
from  top  to  bottom ;  an  accident  attri- 
buted by  fome  to  the  unequal  texture  of 
the  done  with  which  it  is  built,  and  by 
others,  to  the  extreme  weight  of  the 
dome ;  but  not  being  a  fufficient  judge 
to  decide'  to  which  of  thofe  caufes  the 
difafter  is  to  be  attributed,  I  ihall  mere* 
ly  add,  that  the  whole  of  the  interior 
is  now  filled  with  fcafii^ding  and  work* 

9  men 


MODERN    FRANCE.  I41 

men  in  order  to  repair  the  misfortune  as 
expeditioufly  as  poffible. 

At  prefent  you  mud  reft  fatisfied  with 
a  defcription  of  the  place  fuch  as  it  has 
been  given  me,  including  the  different 
dimenfions  ;  and  when  you  have  confider* 
ed  them,  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me, 
that  it  muft  be  a  cbef  d^auvre  of  its 
kind. 

Its  form  is  that  of  a  Greek  crofs  of  240 
French  feet  in  width,  and  290  in  length, 
infide  meafure.  The  front  is  ornamented  , 
by  a  beautiful  periftyle  or  portico  df 
twb-and-twenty  columns  of  the  Corinth- 
ian order,  18  of  which  ftand  diftind, 
each  column  meafuring  5^  feet  diame- 
ter,  and  58  feet  3  inches  in  height  in« 
eluding  the  bafes  and  capitals.  The  iniide 
of  this  temple  is  compofed  of  four  naves, . 
which  ferve  to  fupport  the  dome.  Thcfe 
naves  are  decorated  by  130  fluted  columns 
of  the  fame  order  as  before,  of  3  feet  6 
inches  diameter,  and  27  feet  ^  inches  ia 

height, 
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height,  which  fupport  an  entablature,  of 
which  the  frife  has,  fince  the  change  of 
things,  been  ornamented  with  a  variety  of 
emblems  and  fymbols  of  liberty,  in  the  room 
of  the  original  decorations,  which  alluded  to 
religious  fubjedis: — ^a  transformation  which 
is  rather  deficient  as  to  effedl ;  for,  haviog 
been  executed  on  the  old  ornaments,  the 
new  ones  are  rendered  lefs  beautiful  than 
they  would  otherwife  have  been.  Above 
the  entablature  is  a  kind  of  tribune,  which' 
goes  rour^d  the  edifice,  railed  in  by  a 
ftone  baluftrade. 

The  interior  of  the  dome  is  like  wife 
of  the  Corinthian  order,  fimple  and  ele- 
gant, having  16  columns,  between  which 
at  equal  diilances  are  large  and  hand- 
some windows.  Thefe  fame  columns 
fupport  a  fpherical  vault,  of  which  the 
centre  is  open  and  admits  the  view  of 
a  fecond,  much  more  elevated  than  the 
firft.  The  outward  appearance  of  the 
dome  is  majeftic,  and  exhibits  the  form 

of 


MODERN   TRANCE.  I43 

of  a  circular  temple  decorated  by  32  co- 
lumns of  fimilar  order  as  before,  of  3 
.  feet  4  inches  diameter,  and  34  in  height. 
Thefe  ferve  to  fupport  the  attic,  which  is 
as  a  bafis  to  the  cupola,  the  height  of 
which,  above  the  bottom  of  the  building, 
is  166  feet.  We  were  informed,  that  on 
the '  fummit  of  the  cupola  is  intended  to 
be  ereded  a  figure  of  Fame  in  bronze,  of 
28  feet  in  height,  furrounded  by  an  iron 
railing.  Under  the  portico  are  feveral 
ftatues  in  the  Grecian  ftyle,  of  good  exe- 
cution, although  meant  as  temporary  ob- 
je^s  only,  for  which  reafon  they  are 
merely  of  plaften  On  Entering  this  edi- 
fice, the  firft  objeds  that  prefented  them- 
felvcs  were  two  other  ftatues  larger  than 
the  life,  one  on  each  fide  the  door,  repre- 
fenting  Uberty  and  Union. 

As  for  the  bufts  des  grands  bommesj 
which  had  prcvioufly  to  the  accident  been 
placed  according  to  their  eftimated  merit 
and  excellence  j  thefe  have  for  a  time  ^/^ 

appeared^ 
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appeared^  and  been  relrguer^  to  the  fubter- 
raneous  vault  under  the  preient  building, 
which  heretofore  ferved  as  a  chapel  to  the 
original  church ;  in  which  was  alfo  depo- 
fited  (befides  a  beautiful  marble  tomb  in 
honor  of  St.  Genevieve^  the  patronefs  of 
the  church)  feveral  valuable  and  rich  trea^ 
fures,  the  property  of  the  ci-devant  abbey, 
amongft  which  was  a  curious  large  (ilver 
gilt  Gothic  cbijff  or  ihrine,  containing  the 
body  of  the  above  faint,  fupported  by  four 
veftals,  ftanding  on  as  many  detached  co- 
lumns, the  whole  weighing  183  marks  of 

iilver,  and  8  of  gold;  as  well  as  many 
coftly  relics  and  ornaments,  moftly  pre- 
fents  from  the  different  crowned  heads  of 
Europe.  Theie  lail  remains  of  the  reli-^ 
gious  and  pious  difpofition  of  thofe  times 
have  all  difappeared,  and  been  melted  for 

the  ufe  of  the  nation,     Thofe  which  have 

« 

efcaped  are  few,  being  only  a  inedallioo 

•  Banilbed. 
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bf  the  great  Defcarteis,  a  maufoletim  of 
itocbejbucfiult^  and  a  bafs-relief  reprefent- 
ing  king  CI0VI8,  which  are  at  prefent  dc- 
jpofited  iu  the  church  of  the  ci-devant 
Petits  Augujliniy  which,  like  many  other 
churches,  is  now  transformed  into  a  kiiid 
of  repofitory  for  thofe  objedks  efteemed  by 
the  exifting  government  worth  preferv- 
ing,  until  the  national  mufeum  be  ready 
to  receive  them^ 
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LETTER   IX. 


Paris,  Nov.  2O9  1796* 

Eager  as  we  were  to  vifit  the  Luxem-. 
bourg,  where  the  Direftory  refide^  and 
where  they  give,  in  rotation,  public  au-i 
dience  every  day  at  one  o'clock,  we  cpuld 
not  prevail  on  ourfelves  to  pafs  unnoticed 
the  church  of  St.  Sulpicc,  which  lay  in 
our  way,  and  which  ranks  next,  for  mag- 
nitude and  elegance,  to  the  Pantheon* 
But  after  having  exhibited  fo  ample  an 
account  of  this  laft-mentioned  edifice,  I 
will  abftain  in  the  prefent  inftance  from  a 
long  archite£tural  defcription.  Suffice  it 
to  fay,  that  it  was  begun  in  1664,  ^^^  ^^ 
finifhed  by  the  zeal  of  the  Cure  Linguet, 
who  obtained  permiffion  of  Lewis  XV.  to 
open  a  lottery  for  this  purpofe  j   hereby 

availing 
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availing  himfelf  of  the  fpirit  of  gaming 
to  carry  Into  execution  the  defigns  for 
this  fplendid  temple.  The  eflfed  of  its 
exterior  is  ftriking,  and  would  be  more 
lb  were  it  not  in  the  predicament  of 
many  beautiful  churches  in  large  cities, 
choaked  Up  by  the  furrounding  build- 
ings. 

As  we  entered  St.  Sulpice,  mafs  was 
^performing  td  a  numerous,  and  apparently 
devout,  cohgtegation.  They  were  fo  en- 
gaged, that  our  prying  eyes  did  not  difturb 

them.  We  obferved  that  the  different 
chapels  fituated  in  the  aifles,  feveral  of 
which  were  once  richly  ornamented,  had 
fuffered  materially  by  the  rude  hand  of 
innovation,  having  been  defpoiled  of  al- 
moft  all  their  valuables.  The  altar-piece, 
however,  remains  untouched. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  church  where  fer- 
vice  is  regularly  performed.  Religion  is 
not  here,  as  the  enemies  of  the  revolu- 
tion have  reported,  altogether  fet  afide. 

L  2  There 
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There  arc  no  lefs  than  thirty  ohurcheft 
re-eftablifhed  in  this  metropolis,  befides 
many  private  oratories^  (as  they  are 
called,)  where  fervice  is  performed  by 
priefts  affcrmentesy  that  is,  by  thofe  who 
have  taken  the  lail  oath,  modified  by  a 
decree  of  the  government*  It  is  con- 
ceived in  the  following  terms  ;  for  I  have 
taken  a  literal  copy,  in  or4er  to  be  exadi ; 
— "  Je  reconnois  que  TUniverfalite  de 
*^  Citoyens  Franfais  eft  le  Souverain  ; 
**  et  je  promet  foumiffion  et  obeiffance  i 
"  la  Republic*."  Numbers,  we  were  at 
fured,  had  taken  this  oath,  and  were  now^ 
in  confequence,  in  the  undifturbed  exer- 
cifc  of  their  clerical  functions.  " 

Refpefting   the  treafures  and  relics  of 
St*  Sulpice,  many  have   been  melted  for 
the  ufe  of  the  nation.     Such  as  were  ie- 
leded  for  prefervation  were  immediately 

*  "  I  acknowledge  that  the  Univcrfality  of  French 
*«^  Citizens  U  the.  Sovereign;— and  I  promife  fabmifllon 
<*  and  obedience  to  the  JRcpublic/f 

removed 
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removed  to  the  Petits  Augujlins^  now  be- 
come a  repofitory  for  curious  articles,  as  I 
mentioned  in  my  laft.  Among  thefe  is  the 
tomb  of  the  founder  of  St.  Sulpice,  Unguet^ 
univerfally  admired  for  the  exquifite  beauty 
of  its  compofition,  being  a  mis:ture  of 
metal  and  a  precious  kind  of  marble. 
There  have  likewife  been  depofited  here 
the  two '  large  curious  fhells,  fent  as  a 
prefent  by  the  republic  of  Venice  to 
Francis   the  Firft  of  France,    and  which 

ferved  as  fonts  or  vafes  to  contain  holy 
water. 

Arriving    at    the    Luxembourg    fome 
time    before    the    hour   of  admittance  ^ 
r audience  du  DireSoire^   we  took  a  furvey; 
of  the    principal   buildings  that  compofe 
this  fuperb  palace,  appointed  for  the  refi- 

dence  of  the  five  Direftors.  Workpien  of 
every  defcription  were  bufy  in  repairing 
;ind  embellilhing  it;  and,  till  their  la- 
luDurs  are  completed,  the  Directory  cao 
inhabit  only  a  part  of  the  building,  or, 

I*  3  njpr^ 
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more  properly,  a  condnuadoii  of  the  Lux-s 
embourg,  formerly  called  les  petits  aparte" 
fnents. 

Noble  and  majeflic  is  the  appearance  of 
this  palace.  All  mud  allow  its  right  to 
the  pre-eminence  it  has  claimed  over  every 
other  building  of  the  fame  kind  in  this 
great  city.  It  was  ereded  after  the  model 
of  the  palace  of  Pitti  at  Florence.  Mary 
de  Medicis,  widow  of  Henry  the  Fourth 
of  France,  purchafed  the,  fcite  on  which  it 
ftands  of  the  Duke  of  Finey-Luxembourg^ 
to  whom  the  ground  belonged,  (hence 
th^  origin  of  its  name,)  and  began  the 
now  exifting  building  in  1 6 1 5  ;  but  it 
was  not  entirely  finiflied  till  162 1.  The 
form  of  its  ftrufture  is  that  of  a  regular 
fquare,  at  each  angle  of  which  is  a  pavi- 
lion, and  a  large  court  in  the  centre.  Its 
architefkure  is  of  three  orders,  Tufcan, 
Doric,  and  Ionic,  with  rich  entabla- 
tures and  baluftrades  of  ilone  that  go 
quite   round  the  building.     Towards  its 

capital 
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capital  entrance,  two  of  the  pavilions 
join  by  ^  terrace  which  has  a  rotunda  in 
die  middle,  terminated  by  a  kind  of  dome, 
executed  with  tafte,  and  of  excellent  pro-* 
portions* 

To  dwell  long  on  the  defcription  of  this 
well-known  palace  is  by  no  means  my  in- 
tention:«- Alas  !  it  has  been  already  too 
much  the  fubje^  of  converfation*  A 
mournful  celebrity  is  attached  to  it  !— 
What  mifery  has  groaned  within  its  walls  ! 
At  no  very  remote  period,  as  you  well 
know,  it  ferved  as  a  prifon  to  many  who 
were  the  innocent  viftims  of  a  barbarous 
and  ufurped  tyranny.  Thank  Heaven !  th« 
monfters  who  exercifed  it  no  longer  exift. 
Humanity  takes  refuge  in  this  thought. 

Previoufly,  however,  to  this  melancholy 
epoch,  it  had,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  century,  been  the  temporary 
reiidence  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  Regent 
pf  France,  and  afterwards  in  the  pofleflioa 

If  4  0^ 
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of  Monfieur,  brother  to  Lewis  the  Shsm 
teeiith;  Uit  now,  as  I  have  befori  ooni 
ticed,  intended  to  be  that  of  the  iijrm 
JXieGtors^  who  are  making  great  imprpTe-- 
meats.  And,  as  if,  by  giving  it  aimcf 
coating  and  Afferent  j^ce^\t  werepofiibie  to 
erafe  or  wipe  fxxnn  the  miod  a  cecoH^ioQ 
of  the  deed3  that  have  been  exhibited 
within  its  walls,  they  are  making  a  iotal 
(deanfing,  and  picking  adSirelh  the  whole 
furface  of  the  building,  which  dme  had 
rendei^d  of  a  dark  hue.  The  emblem's 
of  royalty  are  confequently  difcvded,  and 
now  replacing  by  others  more  analogcmif 
to  the  prcfent  fyftem. 

The  gardens  are  likewife  confiderably 
lenlarged,  as  they  are  to  include  a  part  of 
the  emplacement  <x  fcite  of  the  cirdevant 
CbartrtuiQ^  which  is  pulling  down  for  thai 
porpofe.  A  plan  is  alfo  in  contemplation 
for'  making  a  kind  of  avenue  to  lead  from 
die  palace  to  the  Boulevard  Netff^  which^ 

whei| 
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ivbxxk  completed,  will  not  only  have  a 
good  tStSt^  bat  be  a  great  improvemeot  to 
the  capita}. 

I  have  inquired,  but  have  not  as  yet 
been  able  to  learn,  where  the  famous 
gallery  of  Rubens^  which  contained  the 
allegorical  paintings  of  the  life  of  Queen 
Mary  of  Medicie,  has  been  removed. 

Feaiful  of  firing  your  patience  by  ttiy 
prolixity,  I  fliall  take  you  with  all  poffiWe 

m 

^peed  tQ  the  door  of  adrnittance;  in  our 
way  to  which,  we  muft  pafs  by  the  petits 
^partemens  which,  as  I  have  faid,  the  Direc- 
tors  at  prejfent  inhabit.  Thefe  form  a^ 
(nany  detached  manfions  of  no  inconfi- 
derable  fizei  with  a  garden  to  each,  in  the 
Englifli  >ftyle.  This  part  of  the  Luxem- 
bourg is  feparated  from  the  -other  by  a  large 
fquare  court,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  a 
faifceau  d^armes^  furrounded  by  a  cap  of 
liberty.  This  emblem  of  the  French  in- 
^iyifibility  is  fupported   by  two   twelve- 

7  pounders, 
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pounders,  and  further  in  the  fame  court 
4re  four  more  of  the  fame  calibre,  which 
arc  guarded  by  a  detachment  of  artillery 
regularly  relieved. 

At  the  outward  gate  ftand  two  huflar$^ 
completely  caparifoned,  on  horfeback,  with 
4rawn  fwords,  whilft  two  grenadiers,  with 
bayonets  fixed,  parade  backwards  and  for* 
ijf  ards.  In  the  different  avenues  leading  to 
the  palace,  the  number  of  the  military  daily 
dh  duty,  we  have  been  told^  is  not  lefs 
than  600,  including  cavalry  and  infantry. 
Now,  my  friend,  what  fay  you  to  this  ? 
Does  it  not  favour  a  little  of  the  pomp  and 
ftate  of  the  ancient  regime  ?  and  may  we 
not  infer  from  hence  that  a  confiderabic 
degree  of  fear  and  fufpicion  pervade  the 
rulers  of  this  government  \ 

As  the  hour  of  admittance  drew  nigh, 
we  found  the  concourfe  of  people  much 
gnater  than  we  had  expe£ted ;  but  this, 
we  w?rc  pld,  was  only  whjit  was  yfual, 

and 
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)md  repeated  daily,  except  on  the  Decades^ ' 
or  the  tenth  day  of  every  month,  which 
are  regularly  kept  as  holidays  by  the  gor 
y^ri^ment  and  public  ofiifces,  and  by  them 
only.  One  thing,  however,  which  might 
apparently  increafe  their  number  is,  that 
not  being  permitted  to  enter  even  the  out- 
ward court  until  the  clock  ftrikes  the  givea 
hour,  the  people  are  under  the  neceffity  of 
aflembling  in  the  ftrqet  contiguous  to  the 
palace,  which,  frpnj  not  being  very  wide, 
is  foon  filled  ;  fo  that  in  order  to  be  grar 
tified,  we  were  forced  to  mingle  with  the 
crowd,  compofed  of  the  pooreft  clafs,  and 
iphiefly  females. 

During  this  fcene,  which  was  truly 
novel,  we  were  much  amufed  at  hearing 
the  different  opinions  that  fpontaneoufly 
iflued  from  thek/air  petitioners  relative  to 
their  prefent  (ituation,  the  whole  of  which 
was  uttered  with.the  greateft  degree  of  French 
'•  volubility.  One  in  particular,  a  miferable 
looking   woman,  with   an  infant   in  her 

arms. 
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arms,  who,  doubtlefs  fatigued  at  waiting, 
had  been  provoked  to  pufli  by  thofe  who 
were  before  her,  in  the  hope  of  getting  in 
fooner,  was  thus  jeered  at  by  the  others, 
who,  turning  round  and  looking  ai  her 
with  contempt,  faid,  **  Regardez,  comme 
**  cette  Citoyenne  poufle  avec  fon  petit 
^  dauphin  dans  fes  bras— Ne  diroit  on  pas 
^*  qu'elle  ya  a  la  feance  de  Louis  XVIIL? 
♦*  Pour  nous,*'  continued  they,  ^  nous 
^  ne  nous  donnerons  pas  cette  peine ;  car 
^  il  faut  bien  qu'on  nous  re9oivent.  N'eft- 
"  ce  pas  les  magiftrats  de  notre  fabrique*?** 
Thefe  words  fcarcely  uttered,  than  admit* 
tance  was  announced,  and  the  impatient 
throng  ruftied  in  like  an  impetuous  tor-^ 


♦  «'  Look,"  faid  they,  ^*'how  that  Ciiizenefs  puflic^ 
•^  with  her  little  brat  in  her  arms. — Would  not  one 
^  fay  that  fhe  was  going  to  the  fitting  of  Louis  XVIII«? 
«*  As  for  us,"  continued  they,  "  we  will  not  give 
*^  ourfelves  that  trouble;  for  they  are  obliged  'to 
<*  receive  us.  Are  they  not  magiftrates  of  our  own 
**  making  V* 

rent. 
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rent,  making  their  way  up  the  grand 
ftaircafe  belter  ikdter,  whilft  we  at  hum* 
ble  diftance  followed  their  fteps^  pafled 
through  the  anti-*room,  and  entered  the 
Jalle  d^audUnce*.  Thefe  apartments^  aa 
well  as  the  ftaircafe,  are  lined  with 
guards. 

Here  I  w^  truly  aftoniflied ;  for  though 
the  Diredor  had  not  made  his  aj^earancCi 
the  contraft  was  ftrikipg  between  the  be- 
haviour of  the  audience  without^  and  that 
which  they  put  on,  within ;    for  all  was 

filence  and  refpe^t.  The  petitioners  are 
admitted  within  a  kind  oi  barrier  whick 
divides  the  room  by  the  huifti<^ 
(who  are  drefled  in  a  coftume  truly 
Vandyke^  and  there  feat  themfelres  oa 
fauteuils  or  arm-chairs  ranged  in  a  cir^lar 
form,  whilft  the  Ibokers-on  are  only  per* 
mitted  to  ftand  in  the  background ;  but 
being    introduced  as  a  ftranger,    I   had 

♦  Audience  chamber. 

Vbonncur 
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Vbonneur  de  la  Jeance*^  and  was  confes 
quently  admitted  within  the  circle. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  Direfl:orf  entered 
the  apartment,  wearing  the  grand  coftume^ 
alfo  h  la  Vandyke^  foperb  ahd  extremely, 
coflly.  As  foon  as  he  pi^efented  himielf, 
the  men  uncovered,  and  a  kind  of  (ilent 
tefjped  feemed  to  difiufe  itfelf  round  the 
room;  which  could  fcarcely  have  been 
carried  to  greater  lengths  in  the  old  tegime  \ 
the  appearance  of  ftate  and  the  number 
of  the  military  difperfed  in  various 
parts  of  the  apartments,  may  probably, 
in  fome  degree,  influence  the  minds  of 
the  people.  Splendor  and  magnifi- 
cence commonly  produce  this  eSed, 
and  hence  refults  the  propriety  of  a 
magiftrate  wearing  an  appropriate  dig- 
nified drefs  when  in  the  execution  of  his 
high  office.  The  impfeffions  of  refpe& 
ftamped  on  the  mind  of  the  vulgar  by 

*  The  honour  of  the  fittings  f  Carmt. 

the 
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the  fame  perfon,  in  fcarlec  robes  trimmed 
with  ermine,  and  in  a  brown  coat,  bob* 
wig,  and  dirty  boots,  would  be  very  dif- 
ferent4 

The  petitioners  draw  near  the  DU 
redlor,  and  are  prefented  by  the  prin- 
cipal huiflier,  one  by  one.  He  takes 
the  petitions,  reads  a  part,  inquires  into 
the  cauie  of  their  grievances ;  and  the  an« 
fwer,  a  week  after,  is  found  in  an  office 
ereiSed  for  that  purpofe  at  the  bottom  of 
the  grand  flaircafe,  called  V Office  des  Rcn^ 
feignemens'^.  As  foon  as  the  whole  of  the 
petitions  have  been  received,  one  of  the 
huiffiers  demands  aloud,  whether  there  be 
any  perfon  defirous  of  fpeaking  to  the  Di- 
re£tor,  when  being  anfwered  in  the  nega« 
tive,  he  retires,  and  the  people  difperfe« 

One  trait  which  gave  me  lingular  fatis* 
fadion,  was  the  manner  in  which  he  at* 
tended  to  all,  though  more  particularly  to 

*  Office  for  Information. 

the 
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the  forrowfal  tale  of  a  wretched4oddi^ 
WQinan»  who  had  two  <:hiklren  with  her^ 
and  one  at  the  breafL  Thia  poor  creature 
wad  the  widow  of  a  fddier,  who  had 
lately  fallen  for  his  country^  and  kft  her 
deftitute.  Twice  he  heard  her  melanchdy 
ttory^  and  then  bade  her  feat  herfelf  near  the 
fire,  until  he  could  determine  fomething 
hi  her  favour.  This  I  thought  foreboded 
ft  good  heart,  and  I  was  pleafed  with  the 
man:  but  the  appearance  of  the  woman 
was,  in  one  refpeft,  truly  rifible,  forming 
a  (ingular  contraft  by  her  rags  and  tat« 
ters  with  the  beautiful  ornaments  that  fur- 
rounded  her ;  for  the  apartment  is  precifely 
the  fame  as  when  inhabited  by  Monfieur, 
not  any  of  the  furniture  having  been  r&* 
moved. 

The  hangings  are  of  crimfon  damafk,  with 
a  gold  border,  curtains,  fofa,  and  JauteuUs 
the  famC)  with  the  addition  of  a  deep  gold 
fringe.  The  glaffes  are  elegant  j  two  of  the 
doors  have  looking-glafs  in  the  pannels ;  a 

noble 
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hoble  chandelier  graces  the  middle  df  the 
room,  while  others  of  lefs  fize  hang  near 
the  chimney  j  the  whole  difplaying  vaft 
tafte  and  elegance.— Thus  much  for  the 
Du^eflory  and  their  palace  ! 

In  our  way  back^  at  no  great  diftance 
from  the  Luxembourg^  where  we  had 
been  about  an  hour^  (lands  the  ci-devant 
Xheatrc  Franfais.  This  building  is  ex- 
tremely well  fituated  as  to  appearance  and 
convenience.  It  is.built  in  a  circular ^i9^/ar^« 
ment^  or  fcite,  at  the  termination  of  three 
mw  (Ireets^  in  one  of  which  is  a  trottoir  for 
foot  pafTengers,  and  the  only  one  I  have 
yet  feen.  This  theatre,  which  was  here- 
tofore famous  for  the  beauty  of  its  decora- 
tionsj  &c.  and  capable  of  containing  up« 
wards  of  three  thoufand  fpedators,  was 
created  in  1782,  in  the  room  of  one  that 
had  recently  been  burnt  down.  In  1793, 
the  era  of  changes  and  transformations^  it 
obtained  the  name  of  Theatre  de  VEgalite^ 
which  it  ftill  retains  ;  and  in  order  that  its 

M  decorations 
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decorations  might  be. more  analogous  to 
its  new  title^  mod:  of  the  original  ^mble^ 
matical  ornaments  hare  dbeen  replaced  by 
a  bariolage  tri^colar^  or  mature  of.  the  three 
national  colours.  Its  principal  entrance 
has  a  beautiful  per^ftU^^  or  poftico;  odm-* 
pofed  of  eight  colunras  of  the  Doric  order^ 

w  m 

which  fupport  a  pediment,    on  which  is 

written  the  word  Ode  on  ; — a  building  at 

Athens  having  been  lb  called,  which  was 

appropriated  to  the  rehearfals  of  poets  and 
muficians. 

The  day  being  now  far  advanced,  we 
proceeded  home  wards  ;*^^when  on  croffing 
the  Pont  Neiif,  our  friend  met  an  old 
acquaintance  whom  hfe  *  formerly*  ^cnew 
at  Nice.  This  perfon,  who  is  by  birth  a 
Frenchman,  was  an  ecclefiaftic  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  revolution,  a  man  of  iui 
excellent  charadler,  and  much  re(pe£led.  B^ 
delighted  at  the  idea  of  meeting  with  a 
perfon  he  had  not  feen  for  years^  invited 
this  venerable   friend   to    accompany  \w 

ta 
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to  our  hotel,  and  to  pafs  the  remainder  of 
the  evening  with  m.  As  i^e  were  in  the 
courfe  of  converfation,  retracing  ^<2^  occur- 
teatcs,  and  comparing  thefti  vith  the  /r^- 
/entj  i^e  aliked  his  opinion  concerning  the 
aftual  ftate  of  his  country^  thd  fpirit  off  thft 
fnameni^  and  his  0W4i  perfonal  (itUation  \ 
to  ;ii^hich  inquifiesr  be  anfwefed  nearly  to 
the  following,  eflbd  t — ^^  That  as  to  the 
^*  a£tuai  ftate  of  iiis  country,  fip  could  only 
*^  compare  it  to  a  iick  individual,  whofe 
"  recovery  had  been  defpaired  of  by  the 
**  faculty ;  but  who  after  a  lapfe  of  time, 
^'  and  when  lead  expeded,  had  fhewn 
"  fome  faint  fymptoms  of  convalefcence, 
««  -^that  this  favourable  change  (though 
"  fmg^lar  to  credit)  appeared  to  be  in  part 
•*  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  doctors  as 
*'  to  the  cafe  of  their  patient  j  who  on  per- 
*'  ceiving  their  want  of  penetration  and 
"  iklll)  formed  the  refolution  of  having  re- 
•*«  courfe  to  his  own  judgment  and  re- 
"  fources,  which,  by  trial,  he  found  greater 

M  2  **  than 
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than  he  at  firft  imagined^  and  had  there-^ 
by  in  f^me  degree  effe&ed  a  temporal^/ 


cc 


«  cure." 


t 


.  Rcfpedting  the  fpirit  of  the  moment^  it 
was  firmly  his .  opinion,  that  the  French 
w?re  too  fickle,  had  too  much  levity 
of  chara£ter^  and  above  alL  were  not 
fufficiently  formed  on-  a  fyftem  of  fimplL- 
city  and  virtue,  ever  to,  become  fteady 
Tepublicans  \.  thtmgb  ^  the  fame  time  theit 
€gotifn\' was  at  prefent  too  great  to  allow 
them  tO:Oiake  the  leaft  exertions  towards 
re-eftabiifhing  the  dcfcendants  of  their  late 
monarch.-^"  Time  alone,  my  friend,"  faid 
he,  addrefEng  himfelf  to  B.  **  wiU  do  more 
**  than  all  the  powers  of  Europe  combined 
"  together  againfl  us  \  fhould  peace "  be 
*'  concluded,  I  am  confident,  that  in  lefs 
than  ten  or  a  dozen  years  either  a 
"  Bourbon  or  fome  other  will  be  prefident 
"  or  elfe  on  the  throne,  (worda  which  arc 
"  nearly  fynonimous,)  and  inftead  of 
**  cinq  Sirsy  there  will  only  be  one  j  but, 

"  unfor- 
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•*  unfortunately,"  refumed  he,  *'  the  Al- 
•*  lies,  Royalifts,  and  Jacobins  ill  con- 
•*  fpire  (though  by  different  means  I 
**  grant)  to  fix  democracy  on  a  firmer 
"  bafis  than  it  otherwife  could  have  had. 

**  With  regard  to  my  own  fituation, 
"  you  muft  well  remember,  that  I  was 
"  amply  provided  for  in  the  church,  the 
**  whole  of  which  preferment  I  have  loft, 
**  although  I  have  taken  the  laft  civic  oath, 
**  At  the  beginning  of  the  revolution 
I  emigrated,  but  not  liking  totally  to 
defert  my  country,  I  returned  in  time 
**  to  enjoy  what  was  left  of  my  patrimo* 
"  ny,  which,  though  nothing  very  confi- 
•'  derable,  is  fufficient  for  the  remainder  of 
"  my  days.**  My  caro  fpofo  cxprefling  fome 
aftoniihment  at  his  friend  having  taken  the 
oath,  knowing  what  were  formerly  his 
political  opinions  j — *^  Be  not  furprifed,'* 
faid  he,  ^^  nous  afTocions,  mop  ami,  beau* 
^^  coup  trop  les  Id^es  politiques  aux  idees 

^  religieufes  j  c'eft  de  la  que  nous  tirons 

M  3  "  fouveAt 
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^^  fouvent  dcs  confequences  auill  faufies 
^'  que  daQgereufes,  et  nous  reftons  dana 

^  cet  i(at  d*iucertitud0  qui  ne  Ted  pas 
^f  moins.  Pourquoi  s'oppofez  au  ferment 
^'  qu'on  exige  de  nous  ?  Qu'elle  hcrefie 
^'  trouvez-vous  a  reconnoitre  aujourd'hui 
**  par  up  fait  ce  que  Louis  XVI.,  Mon- 
^*  fieur  frere  du  roi,  et  nos  eveques,  ont 
^'  rccpnnu  comme  principe  au  commence^ 
"  ment  de  la  revolution  T' — ^To  which  he 
added  with  fome  warmth,  "  C'eft  le  zelq 
^'  mal-entendu  des  Royaliftes  qui  a  cpmpro- 
♦*  mit,^  et  qui  compromet  encore  la  cauie 
f*  et  Tinteret  du  roi  et  de  la  religion ;— - 
"  d'ailleyrs,  en  promettant  foumiflion  aujc 
f*  loix  des  fouverains  ufurpateurs,  le  Pre- 
**  tre  Catholique  n'eft  certainement  pas 
"  plus .  engagee  envers  eux,  que  ne  I'eft  le 
^*  citpyen  qui  jure  fidJlite  au  prince  qui 
"  prend  une  ville  dans  une  guerre  mani- 
"  feftement  injufte,  Apres  tout,  dans  le 
"  peril  commun  du  trone  et  de  Tautel, 
V  faudroit-il  negliger  le  dernier  pour  fau- 


**  ver 


«      « 
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^  Ver^lc  premier  "^y  This  w^e  the  fub- 
fiance  of  his  argument,  which  I  have 
repeated  at  nearly  at  I  can  recollect:,  in 
bit  own  word^ 

Honeftly  will  I  confcfs  to  you,  that  I 
Wat  more  pleafed  with  the  ingefauity  than 
conrihced  by  the  force  of  his  reafoning. 
Such  bafdi^caj  argtimefits  diiplay  the  dex- 


♦  *1  Wc  Uend^  my  friend,  too  much  together  po- 

licrcal  and  religious  ideas.     Hence  we  oftea  draw 

confequenccB  as  faHe  is  they  are  dangerous,   and 

continue  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty  that  t*  equally 

fo.     Why  obje£b  to  the  oath  that  they  lequire  of 

us  ? — What  herefy  can  you  find  in  acknowledging 

in   ad.   to-day  what  Louis  XVI.,     Monfieur  the 

•  •  •  ■  • 

king's  brother,  and  our  bi(hops,  acknowhdgcd  as  si 

principle  at  the  beginning  of  the  revolvtioi)  ?  ■  ■  ■ 

It  is  the  inconfiderate  zeal  of  the  Royalifts  which 

has  hurt,  and  which  continues  to  hurt,  the  caufe 

of  the  king    and    of   religion  :  —  Befides,    in  pro- 

mifing  fubiniffion  to  the  laws  of  the  fovereign  ufurp- 

ers,  the  Catholic  Prieft  is  cert?iinly  not  more  bound 

than  is  the  citizen  who  fwcars  fidelity  to  a  Prince 

who  takes  a  town   in  a  war   manifeftly  unjuft.— 

After   all,^  in   the   common  danger  of  tlie   throne 

and  the  altar,  fliould  we  negled  the  latter  to  fave 

the  foroier  ?'* 

M  4  terity 
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terity  of  man  in  ftrewing  poppies  on  his 
confcience,  when  he  does  not  wifh  her  to 
be  broad  s^wali^e  to  iafped:  his  adlions.  A 
manly  line  of  condud:  never  requires  fuch 
a  juftification.  When  people  cQme  to 
trifle  with  and  refine  away  the  force  and 
obligations  of  an  oath,  there  can  be  no 
real  integrity, — no  greatnefs  of  foul,— no 
facred  reverence  for  truth. 

This  ci-devant  prieft  pafled  from  polir 
tics  to  other  topics,  and  we  fpeot  a 
pleafant  evening.  On  parting  he  pro- 
mifed  to  accompany  us  the  next  morning 
to  fome  of  the  oratories  and  female  com-? 
jnunities  ci-devant  religieufes^  which  are 
ftill  in  Paris,  and  fuflfered  to  enjoy  their 

prejudicesf  unmolefted. 

•• 

Adieu. 


I 
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LETTER    X. 

*  •     • 

Parisf  Not.  ^2t 

^  9LIGHT  indifpoiition  prevented  out 
^companying  the  ^^^/^  as  we  propofed^ 
pn  the  1 7th.  Our  firft  excurfion  on  my 
recovery  w^s  to  the  ci-4evant  Palais  Royal^ 
now  EfgaliUy  which,'  infteac)  of  being,  as 
formerly,  a  rendezvous  for  the  be^u-monde, 
i$ degenerated  into  a  receptacle  for  jobbers, 
fpeculators,  gan^bler9»  rogues,  and  females 
of  a  certain  defcription. 

Here  I  W4S  ^^  Ihcwn  the  paper-cur- 
rency called  mandats^  and  by  a  very  na^ 
tural  miftake  narrowly  efcaped  infult.     No 

« 

iboner  had  we  entered  one  of  tbe  piazzas, 
than  we  were  furrounded  with  a  motley 
crew  of  females,  who,  thrulling  printed 

bundles 


bundles  of  paper  at  us,  vociferated,  "  d 
*^  Penvie  Vune  de  V autre  ?"  by  which  they 
meant  to  alk  us,  whether  we  were  for 
buying  or  for  felling  mandats  ? 

Not  underftanding  their  meaning,  and 
fuppofing  they  were  offering  ballads  to  fell, 
I  declined  their  offer,  telling  them.  I  never 
fuitg. — "  Chanter!**  inftantly  echoed  ofie, 
indignant  at  my  mifapprehenfion ;  **  ce  nc 
font  vraiment  pas  des  cbanfons^  Qtoy enne, 
que  nous  vous  affirons,  mais  de  la  mon- 
noie  nationalc  J^*  •  *  then  holding  up  otre 
of  the  bundles  in  a  menaeing^  attitude, 
^  Eh  !  dame  /"  *  «c«itlnued  Ihe, '  *^  Je  poor- 
^  Vois  bien  vous  en  vendre,  plus  que  vous 
^  n'en  fauriez  achet-er,  avec  voire  a\r  arif- 
^  tocnte  V     I  *b€gaA  to-  be  alarmed,  and 

I  ,  ; 

*  «  To  fing  !— Thefe  arc  not  fongs,  truly,  that 
••  wc  ofFer  to  you,  but  national  money.— Ah  \ 
M  Marry  1  I  could  fell  you  more  of  it  than  yoii 
**  arc  able  to  buy,  notvithihnding  yoiir  atiftdcratic 
*airr 

was 
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vras  happy,  by  mingling  with  the  crowd, 
JO  terminate  this  converfation. 

There  was  a  building  on  this  fpot   in 

1629,  erefled  by  tlic  Cardinal  de  Richlieu, 
called  Palais  Cardt/wly  which  remained  un- 
til Anne  oiAu/iria^  Queen  Regent,  made  it 
her  reiideace  with  her  two  fons,  Lewis, 
(afterwards  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,)  and  his 
brother  the  Duke  of  Anjou  j  but  no  part 
of  the  ancient  edifice  is  extant,  except 
what  faces  the  ci-rdevant  rue  Richlieu^  now 
La  Loi^  where  we  refide.  Its  fagade^ 
preded  in  1763,  fronts  the  rue  St.  Honorty 
and  form§  a  terrace  with  two  wings,  orna- 
mented  by  eight  columns.  Under  the 
jterrace,  which  has  nothing  particular  to 
recommend  it,  are  the  three  entrances 
that  lead  to  the  firft  or  outward  court, 
where  we  met  the  woman  above-men- 
tioned. This  court  is  furrounded  by  (hops 
placed  in  the  piazzas  or  porticos ;  and, 
ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  in  fpite  of  the  late 
decree,  which  very  ftrongly  prohibits  every 

article 


\ 
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article  of  Englifh  manufadure,  theie 
ihops  are  actually  filled  with  them,  which 
tbey  publicly  fell  without  fear  or  appre-r 
heniion.  I  am  induced  to  think  that  the 
French  government  winks  at  this.  Know- 
ing the  decline  of  their  own  manufadtures, 
they  have  no  objedion  to  be  fupplied 
underhand  from  their  enemies^  Though 
they  pafs  a  decree  againft  Englifti  manu- 
factures, they  may  be  fecretly  defirous  of 
admitting  them  into  the  territory  of  the 
republic  • 

From  hence  a  porch  leads  into  the  inner 
court,  which  is  rather  larger  than  the 
other,  ornamented  by  fhops  in  the  fame 
way,  which,  of  an  evening  being  well 
lighted  up,  have  a  pretty  effed,  and  the 
whole  makes  an  excellent  promenade. 

In  this  court  or  fquare,  near  the  en- 
trance of  the  garden,  fland  the  crUurs  et 
vcndeurs  d^ argent^  a  kind  of  traders  that 
we  are  not  acquainted  with  in  England. 
Thefe  people  have  before  them  tables  co- 
vered 
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V 

vered  with  heaps  oi  gros  fols^  of  the  fizc 
of  a  c?own*piece,  the  produce  of  church 
bells y  &C..  in  value ;  one  penny  Englifh, 
which  tjiey  offer  to  change  or  barter  for  a 
new  fp©:ies  of  republican  filver  coin,  worth 
cinq  francs^  or  five  livres,  at  five  or  fix  fols 
profit  We  alfo  underftand,  that  thia 
mode  of  traffic  is  for  the  moment  allowed 
by  government^  in  order  to  buy  in  the 
filver  fpecie,  which  they  are  in  want  o£ 

Though  there  appears  to  be  no  regula* 
tions  as  yet  fettled,  to  prevent  fraud  with*- 
in,  yet  there  feems  to  be  a  very  ftri£t  police 
exerted  without  the  walls  of  this  edifice;  for, 

at  the  different  gates  and  'avenues  kading 

» 

thereto,  parties  of  dragoons  are  placed, 
to  prevent  rioting  or  aflembling  in  num- 
bers }  and  though  they  are  not  commif- 
fioned  to  ftop  or  arreft,  they  have  liberty 
to  frighten  with  their  horfes,  and  by  that 
means  difperfe  the  rejftmbkmens  or  qiobs. 

How  do  you  think,  my  dear  Madam, 
the  gentlemen  brokers  and  ftotk-jobbers  of 

our 
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o«r  country  would  relifh  fuch  a  fpeciiricrt 
of  French  liberty  P  But,  in  truth,  I  do  not 
in  this  inflance  altogether  Uamer  the 
French  government,  confidering  tfie  very 
fufpicious  charader  of  moft  of  the  people 
who  at  prefent  frequent  this  place. 
*  The  grand  elliptical  ftaircafe,  which  ufe4 
to  be  fb  much  admired,  is  od  the  right, 
before  you  enter  the  inner  court,  and 
forms. two  m>h\c  e/caliersj  or  flights,  that 
lead  to  the  principal  apartments  ic^  the  pa-' 
lace*  Its  iron  railing  is  truly  curious, 
from  :(he  manner  in  which  it  is  €Onftru£k« 
ed;  and  from  the  beauty  of  its  poliih, 
which,  as  we  have  been  informed,  coft 
two  years  labour  to  three-and- thirty  work- 
men. 

The  inner  court,  leading  to  the  garden, 
ts. 260  yards  Iqfig  and  120  wide,  and  is  tei'- 
miQated  by  a  fuperb  and  regular  range  of 
buildings  ere^ed  in  1782,  on  the  very 
fcite  where  origins^ly  flood  the  old  gar- 
^a  in  the  time  of  thfi  Q^rdinai.    Thefe 

buildings 
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buUdlixgs  .form  a  noble  coup^iTail^  an4 
^onfift  of  twd  florks  s^^dL  an  attic,  fw^ 
^d-forty  feet  high,  .richly  orijameiVi^ 
with   feftoons,  bas-reliefs,  fluted   pilaiiers 

^^  .  ft  k 

of  the  Compofite  order,  topped  by  a  ftone 
baluftrade,:,with  large  bafes  on  the.pedef- 
tals.  '  *  ■ 

♦  •  «      > 

The .  differerit  ftories  of  thefc  apart- 
ipents  are  thus  4ifpofcd  of: — The  firft  or 
that  next  the  piazzas,  is  at  prefent  in  part 
occupied  by  rejlauratcurs^  (or  keepers  rf 
cook-£hops,  fomething  between  our  cofieCr 

I  *  *  * 

boufes  and  taverns,)  whilil  ^  the  others 
ferve  as  magazines  or  warehoufes  j*  but  the 
whole  is  fo  managed  that  the  cjegant  .cffe<3:. 
of  the  external  appearance  is  not  deftr9y-i 
ed :  the  Jecond  is  inhabited  l^y  r jch-  -  in4i-^ 
viduala,  moftly  fmgle  men :  and  the  tbir^^. 
or  fl///V,  :by  artifts.  Its.  bafo>  which  cjMin, 
fifts  of.  porticoes,  fupportQ^  '.by  iSq.  fiOr 
Im^ns,  under  which,  are.; a  vari^cty  of 
ihops,  larger  and  more  magnificent  than 
thofe  in  the  outward  and' ^  inner  courts, 

15  difplays 
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difplays  every  fpccies  of  luxury  wherewith 
t6  J)Ieafe  the  dye  or  fatisfy  the  appetite ;  fo 
Aat  tB^  porticoes  muft  be  a  favourite 
promenade. 

Neat  the  entrance  of  the  garden  ftands 
the  cifcuSj  a  building  of  an  oblong  forrt, 
of  300  feet  in  length  and  50  in  width, 
furrounded  by  \trees,  and  in  part  con- 
ftrufted  under  groutid,  now  appropriated 
to  the  ufe  of  a  fociety  called  le  Lycee  det 
Arts*.  Its  fingular  appearance  attraded 
our  curiofity,  and  we  found,  on  inquiry, 
that  it  had  only  been  begun  in  1783,  and 
finilhed  in  1788,  confequently  but  a  fhort 
time  before  the  revolution.  Being  offered 
admittance,  we  entered,  and  were  pleafed 
with  its  internal  arrangement.     It  tonfifts 

of  a  faloon  and  theatre.  The  faloon  is 
magnificent,  ornamented  with  gteat  tafte, 
and  makes,  what  is  here  ftyled,  a^  kind  of 
Vauxbally   whilft  the  theatre  ferves  for  the 

•  The  Lyceum  of  Arts. 

receptioa 
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4re6eptioii   of  different  models  of  mecha*  • 
nifm,  fomething  fimilar  to  the  apartments 
lielongiog  to  the  fociety  for  the    encou- 

« 

Tagement    of   arts    and    manufa£tures   in 
London. 

The  fakloon,  I  find,  is  alfo  ufed  for  the 
'fiance  or  meeting  of  the  members  of  this 
fociety,  as  well  as  for  fubfcription  dances 
add  concerts,  of  which  the  faid  members 
are  partly  the  managers.     This' fociety  is 
compofed  of  men  of  literature  and  artifts, 
who  have  their  meetings  every  feptidi  or 
feventh  day  of  each  decade,  at  fix  in  the 
-evening ;  when  in  order  to  mix  the  agree- 
able with  the  inftruftive,  every  30th  day 
of  the  month,  a  ledture  is  given  by  the 
prefident  on  the  beft  pieces  of  literature 
and  poetry,  to  which  ledure,  as  a  proper 
finale,    is  fubjoined  a  concert.      At  both 
thefe,  females  are  admitted.     B.  was  de- 
firous  of  being  introduced  at  one  of  the 
-meetings,  and  fucceeded.     At  his  return 
to  me^  he  reported  that  the  whole  was 

N  conduced 
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♦ 

condudled  with  order  and  deconini ;  and 
yet,  that  the  national  charader  was  fo  pre- 
dominant throughout  the  whole,  that  it 
would  have  been  difficult  for  him  to  fancy 
himfelf  any  where  iut  in  France. 

On  the  2ift  we  refumed  our  perambula- 
tions,  and  accompanied  the  jiibe  to  the 
places  he  had  propofed  at  our  firft  meet^- 
ing.  Faffing  by  P Hotel  des  Mmnoks^  or 
Mint,  we  were  led,  from  the  magnificent 
appearance  of  the  building,  to  fee  whether . 
we  could  be  fortunate  enough  to  gain 
admittance.  Although  unprovided  with 
iards*,  (it  being  at  prefent  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  view  any  of  the  public  buildings 
without  this  kind  oi  pafs-^ar^tout^  on  fay- 
ing that  we  were  ftrangers,  and  {hewing 
our  paflports,  we  were  let  in.  This  edi- 
fice was  ereAed  in  1771,  is  extenfive,  and 
reckoned  unique  of  its  kind  for  elegance 

*  Cards  diftributed  to  alt  the  inhabltante  of  the  dif- 
ferent Sedlions  of  the  Communes  in  Paris»  called,  to 
the  belt  of  my  recoUe^iion,  Cartts  Civiquff* 

and 
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and  regularity.  Its  facade  fronts  the  rut 
de  Conti^  and  is  ornamented  with  frontons, 
columns,  ftatues,  and  balconies,  the  whole 
forming  two  flories.  The  fix  beautiful 
emblematical  figures  in  marble,  reprefent- 
ing  PeacCj  Commerce^  Prudence^  Law^ 
Fortitude^  and  Abundance^  deferve  notice. 
The  figures  are  highly  finifhed,  and  placed 
between  the  columns  over  the  three  prin- 
cipal entrances,  which  are  in  the  centre  of 
the  building. 

As  you  enter  the  veftibule,  the  eye  is 
not  lefs  charmed  with  the  grandeur  and 
elegance  of  the  tout  cnfemble^  it  being  de- 
corated by  24  columns  of  the  Doric  order. 
The  further  we  proceeded,  the  more  we 
had  caufe  to  admire,  and  were  led  on  till 
we  found  ourfelves   at  the   door  of  the 

Mint^  into  which  ftrangers  are  not  per- 
mitted to  enter ;  but  being  ignorant  of  the 
rules,  we,  without  ceremony,  opened  the 
door,  and  made  our  appearance.     Inftead, 

however,    of  being    repulfed,    we   were 

N  2  .  quietly 
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quietly  allowed  to  walk  round  the  room, 
were  attended  to  by  the  men  that  were  at 
work,  whom  we  queftioned,  and  were  po- 
litely received    by   the    principal  perfon 
there,  who  fhewed  us  fome  filver  coin  of 
the  fame  value  as  that  which  we  had  feen 
at   the  Palais  d^EgalitCy   which   had  juft 
received  the  republican  ftamp,  and  which 
he  was  weighing.     This  apartment,  about 
forty-fix  paces  long  by  thirty  wide,  was 
full  of  men  bufied  at  the  different  balati^ 
ciers'*^    of  which   there   were    a    dozen. 
Eleven  of  thefe  were  employed  in  ftamp- 
ing  gros  fols  of  two  different  forts,  called 
dicime  and  deux  decimes^  and  one  for  filver. 
The  men  were  very  alert,  and  ihtfabrication 
of  money  feemed  to  be  going  on  with 
great  fpirit.     Over  this  room  are  the  other 
apartments  neceflfary  for  the  preparatory 
'  procefs  of  the  coinage ;  which  we   could 
not  fee,( 

'*  Coining  machines* 

The 
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The  porter,  on  our  return,  afked  us, 
whether  we  had  feen  Citoyen  le  Sage\  cabi- 
net of  mineralogy?  We  took  the  hint, 
a(cended  the  grand  ftaircafe,  and  on  the 
iirft  landing-place  found  a  door.  This  ca- 
binet, a  cbef/fceuvre  of  the  kind,  is  orna- 
mented in  the  moft  elegant  manner  with 
large  columns  of  different  coloured  marble, 
which  fupport  a  gallery  of  great  weight, 

that  goes  quite  round  the  room,  and   in 

I. 

which  are  placed  the  different  Ijpeciraens  of  . 
mineralogy,  according  to  their  clafFes,  or- 
der, fpecies,  and  variations,  in  glafs  cafes. 
The  eminent  naturalift,  whofe  name  it 
bears,  made  this  valuable  prefent  to  the 
nation,  nearly  at  the  commeojcement  of 
the  revolution,  on  condition  that  it  fhould 
be  placed  in  this  apartment,  and  arranged 
according  to  his  plan  ;  which  being  agreed 
to,  he  here  reads  public  le^ures,  gratis^  for 
a  certain  time  of  the  year.  The  principal 
gallery  alfo  leads  to  others,  filled^  in  the 
iame  way,  and  all  in  an  elegant  flyle. 

N  3  So 
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« 

So  occupied  was  our  attention  with 
thefe  worldly  matters,  money  and  mine'' 
ralogy^  that  we  had  almoft  forgotten  thofe 
fpiritual  ladies,  the  ci-devant  religieti/is^ 
who  had  renounced  the  world,  and  whom 
we  purpofed  to  vifit  on  quitting  our  lodg- 
ings. The  jibbe^  however,  conduced  us,  as 
he  promifed,  to  their  afylum,  and,  with  the 
refpeft  due  to  perfons  who  adhere  to  their 
principles,  in  oppofitipn  to  the  fpirii  of  the 
times,  we  entered  it 

Thefe  females,  truly  interefting  by  their 
fuSerings,  amiable  manners,  and  patient 
refignation,  belonged  to  the  ci-devant  in- 
ftitution  of  St.  Vincent^  and  though  moft 
of  them  young  and  handfome,  had  totally 

* 

given  themfelves  to  the  <:are  of  attending 
the  fick  and  indigent.  The  revolution 
has  annihilated  them  as  an  order,  and 
deprived  them  nearly  of  the  whple  of 
their  poffefEons,  leaving  them  fcarcely  any 
thing  to  fubfift  on ;  yet  have  thefe  amiable 
women,  in  fpite  of  all  their  misfortunes^ 

abfolutely 
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fibfolutely  formed  a  community  of  their 
Qwn,  coniifting  of  iixteen,  all  belonging  to 
the  fame  inftitution,  with  their  ci-devant 
Direffeur  as  their  chief,  whom  they  main- 
tain with  the  fcanty  produce  of  their  in^ 
ijuftry,  and  a  few  donations  which  they 
ftill  receive  par-ci  par-la*;  and,  fingular  to 
relate,  though  greatly  to  their  credit, 
they  continue  to  attend  and  coinfprt  the 
fick  who  apply  to  them  for  relief.  They 
even  informed  us,  that  at  prefent  they  have 
a(^ually  eight  fick  women  and  a  child 
under  the  fame  roof  with  them^  to  whom 
they  were  tendering  all  the  fervice  in  their 
power.  May  Jieaven  reward  them  for 
their  charitable  attentions !  I  hav^  np  doubv 
but  that  Religion,  in  all  countries,  and  un- 
der all  forms  of  Faith,  whofe  fruit  is  pure 
difinterefted  benevolence,  will  be  rewarded ; 
if,-  however,  we  are  led  to  compare  the 
•fmiillnefs  of  the  now  exifting  focieti^s  of 

*  H^re  and  there, 

N  4  rdigieufcf 
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rtligteufes  with  the  multitudes  formerly  uiu« 
mured  in  nunneries,  we  ihall  be  conrinced^ 
that  the  number  of  thofc  who  had  takea' 
the  facred  veiL  and  vowed 

( 

•*  When  warm  in  youth  to  bid  the  world  fafcwcH,** 

were  glad  of  an  oppoi^tunity  to  be  releafed 
from  their  vows.  We  extended  our  vifit 
to  about  an  hour,  and  when  taking  our 
leave,  promifed  to  fee  them  again  before 
we  leave  Paris.  Our  Ahhe  has  informed 
us,  that  thefe  are  not  the  only  nuns  in 
this  metropolis,  there  being  ftill  feveral 
other  fmall  focieties  of  different  orders,  who 
live  in  the  fame  way,  and  where  the  prii 
vate  oratories  are  daily  attended  to  by  aH 
the  old  devotees  of  the  environs. * 

■  • 

Yours  fmcerf  Ij;, 
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LETTER    XI, 

•       •        ■•  I 

■ 

Pans,  Nov.  24,  1736^ 

jVl  Y  carp  fpofo  has  taken  me  to  the  two 
councils  which  form  the  legiflature  of  the 

French  republic,  and  I  now  fit  down  to 
iketch  a  rough  outlini;  pf  thefe  modern 
ie^ates. 

The  Council  of  Five  Hundred  holds  it;^ 
fittings  in  an  e^tenfive  faloon**^,  about  an 
hwv^ed  pace$  loag.  and  fifty  wide,,  whicii 
formerly  made  part  oU  manege,  or  riding- 
houfe,  built  during  the  miaority  of  Lewis 
.  ^y.  wd  which  ilands  contiguous  to  the 

♦  This  is  merely  temporary,  as  the  emplacement^  on 
which  ftood  a  part  of  the  ci-devant  Palace  pi  Ac 
Prince  of  Qonde,  is  now  taken,  in  order  to  ereA  a 
Council  Chamber  for  the  Five  Hundred,  which,  when  ' 
completed,  will  be  very  elegant,  as  can  eafily  be 
judged  from  what  i3  already  finifhed, 

terrace 
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VCcrracf  dcs  Feuillans.  Its  form  is  a  double 
fquare,  has  |io  windows^  but  admits  light 
from  the  top  by  m.eans  of  a  fkyJight, 
The  prefidept,  who  ^as  Cambacercs  the 
day  we  were  there,  was  feated  ia  a  kind 
of  raifed  chair,  at  one  of  the  extremities 
of  the  room  ;  fa  petite  cloche  fur  la  table  a 
c6t6  de  lui*  ;  his  fccrctaries  on  each  fide, 
and  the  oratorical  tribune  in  front,  though 
rather  lower  than  himfelf,  whilft  the  reft 
of  the  members  were  Indifcriminately  feat- 
ed on  ranges  of  feats  placed  one  above  the 
other  round  the  faloon,  defcribing  un  fer  ^ 
U  cbeval^  or  the  form  of  a  horfe-fhoe. — ^As 
there  is  now  no  longer  a  dtt  droit  and  c^ 
gauche  f  amongft  them,  the  members  draw 
for  their  places,  and  confequently  feat 
themfelves  according  to  the  number  thus 
drawn,  by  which  means  the  commotions 
of  party,  that  for  a  time  raged  with  fuch 
violence,  are  at  prefent  avoided. 

•  His  little  bell  (landing  by  him  on  t^ft  tah^ 
f  A  right  and  left  fide. 

Th« 
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The  tribunes  for  ftrang^rs  are  oppofite  to 
the  prefidenty  at  the  other  extremity,  and  are 
divided  into  three  compartments^  each  form« 
ing  as  many  rows  or  galleries,  The^^tf  and 
hwe/l^  in  which  we  were,  is  the  mod  con- 
venient, and  not  only  requires  a  ticket  of 

admittance,  figned  by  the  prefident,  but  to 
i)e  introducjsd  by  a  deputy  or  member  :— 
tint  fecond  is  in  general  appropriated  to 
the  joumalifts,  whp  take  down  the 
fpeeches : — ^and  the  thirdy  which  is  the 
faigheft,  tp  the  people;  of  courfe  free, 
^nd  rf^quires  no  ticket ;  but  this  lafl  her 
Come9  unpleafant  to  attend,  from  the  num« 
ber  being  limited,  which  muft  be  within 
Q,po  J  fo  that,  in  order  to  prevept  thronging 
and  confufion,  the  avenue  or  paflage  that 
l^ads  thereto,  is  made  to  admit  one  perfon 
at  a  time  only,  which  makes  it  fo  ex«i 
tremely  tirefome,  that  the  Parifians,  when 
going  in  that   way,    call   it  faire  queue. 

Pace  admitted  within  the  council  chanv- 

ber. 
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ber,  the  aiuUtors  are  expeded  to  uncover, 
and  behave  with  decorum  ;  but  if  remif$, 
or  wanting  in  any  one  particular,  they 
are  called  to  order,  and  obliged  to  con- 
dfonn,  by  xh^  fergeant  at  arms^  of  which 
there  are  feveral,  here  called  bmjjicrs^ 
BejGdes  thefe,  we  perceived  that  the  dif- 
ferent avenues  are  guarded  by  grenadier$ 
with  fixed  bayonets,  and  without  the  walls 
a  ftrong  detachment  of  guards  limilar  to 
the  others,  extremely  well  dreflfed,  and  we 
are  alfo  told  extremely  well  paid.  Several 
pieces  of  cannon,  ready  charged^  with  their 
cannoniers,  are  alfo  at  hand,  in  cafe  of  ne- 
ceflity ;  fo  that  you  need  not  in  the  leaft 
wonder  that  order  is  fo  well  maintained 
with  refpeft  to  ftrangers. 

As  for  the  members  themfelves,  I  can- 
not with  equal  truth  bear  teftimony  to 
tbeir  order  and  decorum.  Many  of  the 
fpeakers  were  fo  vehement  in  their  ora^ 
tory  as  frequently  to  occafion  the  greateft 

irregularity 
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irregularity  and  confufioru  Thofe,  how- 
ever, who  are  not  engaged  in  the  debates^ 
difplay  great  indifference,  converfing  among 
themfelves  as  if  the  affairs  of  their  country 
were  not  under  difcuflSon,  arid  no  other* 
wife  evince  their  fentiment$  or  party,  than 
by  their  yes  or  no. 

Here,  as  in  other  great  affemblies,  the 

real  bufinefs  feems  to  be  tranfadled  by  a 

few,  and  the  reft  are  only  prefent  to  fanc- 

tion  meafures  by  their  acquiefcence.    It  was 

intimated  to  me,  that  views  of  private  in- 

tereft  and  pique   often  fwallowed  up  all 

confideration  of  the  public  good,  and  that 

thefe  republican  legiflators  are  actuated  by 

the  low  paffions  which  too  often  find  their 

way  into  the  councils  of  great  nations.     It 

is  not  in  my  power  to  fay  how  far  this  is 

exaftly  true,  but  I  muft  corifefs  that  their 

general   behaviour    did   not   imprefs    me 

.  with  the  idea  of  being  in  an  affembly  of 

auguft  fenators. 

7  Camhaccres 
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Cambaceres  the  prefident^  is  fhort  6f  fta^ 
ture,  about  fifty  years  of  age,  has  black  eyes, 
and  an  expreflive  countenance ;  he  quitted 
the  chair,  and  fpoke  for  feme  time  with 
much  warmth  and  energy.  He  was  anfwered 
by  others,  whofe  names  I  cannot  recoiled ; 
but  tbe  one  that  pleafed  me  moft,  wft4. 
BoifTy  d'Anglas,  wlio,  in  a  long  and  em- 
phatical  fpeech,  expatiated  againfl:  the  mif* 
chief  occalioned  by  the  number  of  gaming- 
houfes  at  prefent  in  Paris, — ^^  more/*  he 
laid,  "  than  had  ever  been  known  at  any 
"  former  period  j — an  evil  that  called  aloud 
*^  for  reform,  being  not  only  the  fource  of 
"  mifery  and  ruin  to  many  individuals,^ 
•*  but  of  late  the  caufe  of  feveral  fuicides :" 
—an  affertion  in  which  he  was  completely 
juftified ;  for  at  no  period  whatever  has 
this  dangerous  paflion  been  carried  to  fuch 
a  height  as  at  prefent.  It  feems  to  a£fe£k 
all  claiTes,  difiufing  itfelf  even  among  the 
lowed,  a  misfortune  which  I  am  in  a  great 

meafure 
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tneafur^  led  to  attribute  to  the  fad  and 
fudden  reverfe  of  fortune  from  vaft  e^u« 
lence  to  extreme  penury,  which  fo  many 
in  this  vaft  capital  have  unfortunately  ex«- 
perienced. 

He  then  continued,  by  fpeaking  of  the  ] 
evils  and  brigandage  that  at  this  moment 
defolate  various  parts  of  France ;  and 
compared'  the  gaming-houfes  to  dens  of 
ferocious  beafts,  and  reprobated  them  as 
nurferies  of  all  forts  of  crimes,  "  ou  Ton 
**  entre  quelquefois  innocent ;  mais  d*ou 
"  Ton  fort  prefque  toujours  coupable  j  ou 
**  la  foif  honteufe  du  gain  fert  d'apui  ^  la 
^'  foiblefle  avide,  et  d'excufes  a  la  mauvaife 
**  foi*:" — ^and  then  finally  terminated  a 
fpeech  full  of  eloquence  and  truth,  by 
proving    beyond   difpute   the    immediate 

•  •*  Where  they  enter  fometimes  innocent,  buc 
'<  from  which  they  almoft  always  come  out  corrupt- 

I  <«  cd  i — where  a  Ihamcful  thirft  of  gain  fcrves  to  fup- 

^<  port  a  greedy  weaknefs,  and  to  excufe  a  breach  of 

I  "  faith." 

I  neceility 


u 
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necelfity  of  eftabliffaing  public  fcbools  fot 
forming  the  morals  of  the  rifing  genera^ 
^on,  which,  at  prefent  is  much  negkifted ; 
et  de  venir,"  added  he,  with  energy, 
au  fecours  des  moeurs  de  la  jeuneffe,  qui 
^*  feroit  perdue  fans  refources,  fi  quelques 
**  chofes  n'etoient  pas  fait  a  ce  fujet  j  car  la 
republic,  dis-jey^  (thofe  were  his  words,) 
n'eft  pas  dans  le  gouvernement  republi- 
^^  cain  ;  mais  dans  les  bonnes  inftitutions, 
*^  et  dans  les  habitudes*.*'  His  fpeech 
was  well  received,  and  we  took  our  leave 
greatly  pleafed. 

We  made  the  beft  of  our  way  from 
hence  to  the  Council  of  Elders  or  Ancients, 
but  before  we  could  pay  our  refpeds  to 
thefe    "  potent,  grave,   and  reverend  fe- 

•  **  And  to  come  forward  with  their  afliftance  to 
<^  form  the  manners  of  the  youth,  who  muft  be  ruined 
**  beyond  remedy,  if  fome  attempts  be  not  made  to 
<<  this  end  ;  for  a  republic  does  not  fo  much  depend 
**  for  its  extftence  on  a  republican  conftitution,  as  on 
**  good  inftitutioAS  and  good  habits/' 

"  mors. 
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f^  niors/'  we  were  obliged  to  pafs  a  fpot 
which  bore  traces  exciting  recoUedlions 
which  quite  "  harrowed  up  our  fouls/^ 
The  bloody  fcenes  of  the  tenth  of  Augufl^ 
I  need  not  tell  yovi,  were  prefent  to  my 
mind,  in  all  their  horror,  when  I  inform 
you  that  I  crofled  in  my  way  thither  la 
^lace-  du  Caroufdy  where  the  MarfeilloU 
made  their  ferocious  attack  on  the  nobles 
and  Swifs  guards  attached  to  Lewis  XVI., 
and  afcended  the  grand  ftaiitafe  in  the 
Thuilleries,  where  {b  many  pf  thefe  guards 
were  maffacred.  Here  traces  are  ftill  vi- 
iible  of  the  bloody  conili<^  and  violence 
of  that  day.  The  ornaments  are  moft 
dreadfully  broken  and  mutilated  by  the 
cannon-balls  that  were  then  fired  on  the 
palace ;  and  one  bullet  in  particular  is 
difcernible,  lodged  in  the  wall  juft  above 

the  entrance.     There  are  alfp  a  vaft  num« 

« 

ber  of  holes,  occailoned  by  the  cannon- 
balls,  over  which  is  written  DiX  d'aout. 
I  wifhed  to  have  written  under  it  aceldcma; 

o  but 
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but  It  would  have  been  rafii,  and  moreover 
I  eould  have  no  defire  to  remain  here  onQ 
moment  longer  than  was  necefTary,  Le( 
U$  haften  to  the  other  GouneiK 

The  Council  of  Ancients^  or  Two  Hun-^ 
4rcd  and  Fijiy^  is  on  the  right  on  entering 
the  Tbuilleries  from  the  Place  du  Caroujel^ 
and  is  held  in  one  of  the  rooms  ci-devant 
called  Salon  des  Machinery    frorri  leaving 
ferved  in  1 764  as  a  workfhop  to  the  artifts 
belonging  to  the  opera,  and   fince,  as  2^ 
concert  room,  it  being  tbere  where  the  much 
jid mired  concert  fpirituel  was   performed. 
It  is  an  oblong  fquare,  admitting  light  from 
the  top,  in  the  like  manner  as  the  Council 
Chamber   of  Five   Hundred.     The   feats 
alfo  defcribe  a  direft  femi-oval ;  but  the 
prefident,  inftead  of  being  placed  at  the 
extremity  of  the  room,  is  here  feated  in 
the  centre  pf  the  chord  that  fubtends  the 
curve   of    the  above  figure,   in   a    raifed 
chair,    large,    handfome,    and    extremely 
well  decorated.    The  fecretaries  are  like- 
wife 
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Wife  on  each  fide,  and  the  oratotical  tri« 
bune  the  fame  as  in  the  other.  The  Qoundl 
Chamber  altogether  is  more  compad,  ele-^ 
gant,  and  at  the  fame  time  infinitely  better 
adapted  for  the  purpofe  than  that  of  the 
Five  Himdred. 

More  order  and  regularity  reign  alfo 
here.  The  members  are  extremely  well 
dreffed,  all  wearing  a  tri-color  fcarf ;  fome 
having  it  thrown  acrofs  the  fhouldera^  and 
others  en  ceinture  ;  in  fhort,  they  make^  a 
refpe&able  appearance,  and  we  were  aflo«^ 
nifhed  at  the  form  and  propriety  mainf> 
tained  throughout* 

The  manner  in  which  they  receive  the 
Mejfagers  du  DireSloire  (or  thofe  who  carry 
the  meflages  from  the  Directory  to  the 
two  Copncils)  is  Vjcry  ceremonious.-— 
Thele  perfona  haye  a  carriage  allotted  for 
the  purpofe  of  taking  them  from  one 
Council  to  the  other,  and  invo  were  ad« 
mitted  whilft  we  were  at  th^  Ancients. 
They  are  dreffed  in  a  kind  of  coflume, 

o  2  and 
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and  received  at  the  door  of  the  GouncH 
by  twa  of  the  huiffiers,"  who  take  theiQ 
to  the  prefident,  where  they  deliver  their 
xneflage,  and  then  return  in  the  fame 
way. 

The  tribunes  for  ftrangers  conlift  of 
three  or  four  rows,  one  above  the  other^ 
and  feparated  from  the  members  by  4 
paflage  only,  with  a  baluflxade;  by  this 
pafTage  the  linembers  go  to  thdr  feats. 
Curiofity  has  alr^dy  led  us  there  three 
times  i  but  I  cannot  fay  that  the  debates, 
-have  to  us,  asi  ftrangers,  affbrdisd  much 
amufement,  or  been  the  leaft  interefting, 
as  they  have  hitherto  related  to  the  finances 
and  regulation  of  fpecie. 

On  quitting  the  Coyhcil,  wft  were  con- 
duced by  our  guide  along  a  gallery  of 
about  two-afid-^forty  paces  long  and  fix* 
teen  wide,  whi<Sh  ieads  to  the  grand  ftair^- 
cafe»  In  this-  gallery,  where  there  are 
guards,  as  well  as  in  all  the  avenues 
leading  to  this  affembly,    are    depofited 

the 
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thebtfifietal^  and  ftandards  taken  from  the 
Allies*  .Tl^eic  are.  rartg^fl .  round  th^  top 
and  fides  43  ttophies^iaigi^  placed  accc^di^g 
to  di^  differeat  epocb$t  in.  which  they 
Were  taken. 

Arrived  at  the  grand  (bircafe^'  a*  th<>u« 
iand  horrid  refielSHons  again  ruihed  Into 
mj  mindv  and  I  r^n  down  the  ftairs  as 
fafbas  I  could)  wheh  the  perfon  who  was 
wMy  11$  J:Qpped  jne,  by  pointing  towards 
fome  large  fpots  of  blobd  on  the  /wall ;— ^ 
**  Voila,^  laid  |iCt  "  encore  k  feng.  des 
^^  G^des  Suille,  qui  furent  ici  xjiartyrifes 
**  en.£dialit  leur  deroirf ;  and  this/'  added 

he,  *''  cannot  be  ^rafed."  I  fhucklered  as 
he  fpoke,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  on 
to  Hear  another  fyllable;  but  made  the  beit 

« 

*  I  oi^Uted  meDtioning  in  my  laft>  vJien  fpeaking  of 
the  Luxembourgy  th^^t  in  the  audience  chamber  there 
are  like  wife  ftandards  and  banners  hanging  round  the 
fooai.  •>« 

t  •'Behold  the  blood  of  the  Bwifs  GuarcU,  who 
*•  £sll  inartjrs  in  doing  their  duty." 

03  <^ 
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<)£  my  way  through  the  principal  entrslncft 
intd  the  garden,  which  i6  now  of  free  ac- 
cefs  to  all  clafleBi  if  provided  with  a  na-« 
tional  cockade.  Hds  fuperb  garden,  which 
is  feated  on  the  banks  of  the  Seint^  contidnft 
fikty-feven  acres,  and  is  .bordered  in  its 
whole  length  by  a  ^de  and  beautiful 
terrace  on  each  fide,  which  temkinates 
at  the  extremity,  ^d  forms  a  grand  en- 
trance. Here  there  is  a  noble  gate,  on  the 
top  of  which  are  the  two  famous  cbevauoe 
cilds^  one  carrying  Fatru^  and  the  other 
Mercury ;  the  whole  is  marble,  and  highly 
finifhed.  The  garden  is  alfo  ornamented 
by  a  numbeir  of  marble  ftatues,  vafes^  -  and 
other  objeds  fimilar  to  thefe,  of  exquifite 
workmanfliip.  The  part  neareft  the  palace 
is  laid  ont  in  a  kind  of  parterre,  prettily 
intermixed  with  flowers,  fhrubs,  and  turf; 
whilfi  the  other  is  difpofed  of  as  a  wood  or 
^rove,  and  muft  be  delightful  during  the 
hot  inonths.  As  it  would  be  endleis  to 
enter  on  a  minute  defcripdon  of  every  fine 

piece 
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piece  of  ^.fculpture  therein  cgntained,  I 
fliall  immediately  take  you  through  the 
gate  aboy:e-mentioned,  and  enter  the  PlacH 
de  la  Revolution.  ci-deVaiit  that  df  Lewis 
the  Fifteenth.  .  This  fquare  is  bfiaUtifui, 
and  the  houfes,  which  were  Us  gardes- 
meuhles  du  t-oi\  are  built  in  a  moft  elegant 
ttjie. 

The  llatue  of  Lewis  the  Fifteenth, 
which  originally  ftood  in  the  centre, 
has  been  removed,  and  is .  now  re« 
placed  by  a  gq^antic  ftatue  of  Liberty, 
Which  time  J  or  rather  the  crimes  by  which 

tins^  rpot  has  been  polluted,  have  already 
Uackened ;  for  it  is  a  fadt,  that  this  divi* 
nky  is  fo  tinged,  and  its  original  colour 
fo  altered,  that,  par  fon  teint  boueux  et 
apparence  noirdtrey  elle  reifemble  plus  a 

'^  T?hc  lcing*8  Wardrobes. 

f  It  is  here  where  Lewis  XVI.,  Marie  Antoinette, 
Ibidame  Elisabeth,  and  fo  many  other  vifklms  to  ty- 
ranny and  aasirchy,  have  been  guillotined. 

04  la 
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la  Libcrte  ^Afrtquc  cju'a  celle  de  \Eh^ 

Before  I  cbnclude  int  letter,  I  miift  tell 
you,  that  in  exploring ,  the  Louvre,  wc5 
paid  a  vifit  to  th^ .  panfeutn  National  des 
jirts^  which  is  only  open  for  a '  ftated 
time,  limilar  to  the  exhibition  at  Somerfet 
Houfe.  This  mtifeum  is  lihgularly  V«^orth 
feeing,  and  occupied  k  *  vaft  nuiflfcfei:  of 
rooms,  all  in  the'palabe;  atid  which,  from 
the  j.iidiciotis  arrangrfffierit  of' th'e'prainrrt, 
&C4  dnj)iay  t^e  aftifts*  jpefferftiarite^  tdr'^tlie 
greateft  ai^vantagci  Here  Wfe  fotttlfl ''a 
vaft -concourfe  of  •^e"6])I6,  tlie'^SaniilffilAi  • 
being  gratis i  and' •reeirij^'btli^^^''g'a''iiij 
we  naturally  foltoweid  tfie  'iuri'inti  "^e 
were  pleafed  with  feveirial'  of  'th^  jpbttfaits, 
which  appeat  to'  have  beeti'  exectitlsB  t?^  ca- 
pital mafters,  though  lye  did  not  fee  djx%  of 

« 

*  By  its  dirty  and  black  botnplezldn  ifi  celiRQ^d 
more  the  Libefty  of  Africa  than  that  of  £utope*  ii    - 


ttie  prodbiaidas  of  tHe  ^>t»/£)tfv«/.     Wc 

were  rather  fuTJprilSti  ^ft  fiiidHig- at' -*tKc 

■  prefent  mbftii^iit  flich  f  faiidltier  ^  ex^lleiit 

•  perfoi^nttlnfces,  both  irt^^pamrihg,  ♦dfawiisg^ 
and  fdiiiJtiire ;  yet  it  -muW'  tfe  ickfiSv^- 

4edged^  ftrahge^as  it  may  feem,  'that-what- 

t**fcr  his  lUerit  or  excellefl^^'  whether  in 
Uterattiffif  or  aits,  ftiltttiecftS'^with  amatedts 
in  this 'great  city.     Immediately  qn  de- 

'foendtng  the  principal  ftaircafe  that  leais 
froni.  the  graiid  exbibition  room/  We 
'fdund  ourfelves  atthc  door  tof  tHe  ■«»- 

•teniire*  and  well-knoWh  -  gallery  ctf  *the 
Lbuvre^  now  preparing  to'^bfe  the  Naiitmai 
Mufeum.  '     \  ^    ">r-    '"^ 

•  'Here  we  found'  it  difficult'  to  'be  acl- 
^inaittedj  the  pi^res  haldtig  be^  >taksn 
-dowh^  ahd  the.  gallery  undergoing  repair  j 

-i— but  on  redoublittg  our  eiitrcatieS,  fa(y- 
mg  we  i^ei?e  e/rtf»^^r/,  and  wiihihg  n&uSh 
to  fee    the    gallery,    we    were    ulld^ed 

to 
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to  enter.  Dunng  ovat  fUy,  the  perfod 
who  accompanied  us,  politely  explained 
the  ^reaibn  why  the  adnuttance  was  now 
fb  much  ftrider  than  before  the  revolu-^ 
tion ;  and  iaid,  it  was  entirely  owing  td 
the  behaviour  of  ibme  ill-difpofed  per-^ 
(bnSy  fuppofed  to  be  foreigners,  who^ 
from  the  appearance  of  being  ama- 
teurs, had  got  introduced  into  the 
gallery,  and  had  cut  and  otherwife  in- 
jured many  of 'the;beft  paintings.    Wd 

.  could  not  forbear";  lamenting,  from  the 
extreme    ntimber  .  of   beautiful .  and    va* 

Vl^abte  fpecimens  !^t  iaw  heaped  one 
on  the  other,  that  our  ftay  in  Fatis 
would  not  enable  *  us  to  fee  it  when 
quite '  completed ;'  though  even  in  its 
prefent  :  ftate    it  -  may    yet-  be    deemed 

-fuperb,  forming  a  n:6ble  coup  d^mt^  of 
/aijyaft  length,  and  thirty  French  feet  in 
[  ^dth*  • 

'  •  This 


»-.- 
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This  .gallery,  otig^nally  caSled  Gallerie 
du  Louvre^  joins  the  kft-mentioned  palace 
to  that  of  the  Tb'uHkrUs.  It  was  begun 
by  Charles  the  Ninth,  continued  by 
JEIenry  the  Fourth  and  Lewis  the  Thir-^ 
teenthy  but  finally  finiihed  in  the  reign 
of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  Its  external 
and  internal  facades  are  decorated  by 
feveral  large  pilafters  of  the  Compofite 
order,  that  extend  from  top  to  bottom, 
and  fupport  rich  entablatures  and  pedi- 
ments, ornamented  with  bas-reliefs  ana- 
logous to  the  arts  and  fciences.  Here, 
as  I  have  already  noticed,  are  to  be 
depofited  the  chef  cTauvreSy  whether 
in  painting  or  fculpture,  that  have  been 
taken  from  the  convents,  churches,  &c. 
&c«  fince  the  revolution,  and  thofe 
brought  from  the  different  countries  the 
French  have  invaded  and  plundered;— 
^^ef  iTcpuvresy  that,  for  the  fake  of  the 
arts,  as  well  as  of  humanity,  one  would 

furely 
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iureiy    have     pteferr^d    feeing   in   their 

bid    fituatiohB  ;---teiati3r    of    the    paint- 

,         »  •  •        

!hgi  having  materiatly  fnffered  by  theif 
tthioVah      i  ^     -    '  ' 
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k         « 


t  «         « 


IN  times  of  yore^  the  chyrdbes  in  'this 
pity,  by  their  rich  and  fi^nxUd  c^embd* 
lifhments,  a£brded .  tnnch  matter  fpr  die 
•entertainment  of  .fttangcxs.  Thkiga  now, 
in  this  reipttd^  •  as.  ii)  many  pth^a^  are 
completely  altenedt  vAll  the  ;^tti;aAions 
that  miftaken  piety  |^ve  them,  are  either 
removed  or  defaced,  and  th^  Cicerone  is 
forced  to  be  the  ikd  hiftorian  of  departed 
grandeur,  and  to  point  to  Bare  walls,  once 
fumptuoufiy  decorat^.  I  mention  this  as 
an  apol9gy  for  not  ^exhibiting  to  you  a 
detailed  account  o£  the  cathedral  of  Notre 
Damci  which  we  have  not  omiitted  to 
explore. 

It 
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It  is  now  as  poor  as  it  once  was  ficht 
The  rude  hand  of  violence  has  indeed 
fpared  the  organ,  and  left  to  the  lovers 
of  church-finery  fome  old  tapeftry;  but 
as  for  the  curiofities  and  rich  ornaments 
which  it  once  boafted,  they  have  all  dif-  s 
appeared  j  fome,  however,  of  the  moft  va- 
luable articles,  we  are  informed,  have  been 
fent^to  4he:general  repofitory  at  the  Petits 
^ugiiftinsj  among  which  are  fix  angels  in 
bronze  tiaken  frooi  the  choir,  and  the  ini- 
mitable group  in  white  marble,  called  from 
the  donor,  who  gave  it  to  the  church  in 
confcquence  of  a  vow,  le  va?u  de  Louis 
Trtizc^  reprefenting  the  figure  of  our  Sa- 
viour '  retting  on  the  Virgin's  knee  after 
being  taken  down  firotn  the  crofs.— But 
enough  for  the  prefcnt  on  this  fubjeft. 

A  friend  who  undertdok  to  cater  to  out 
curlofrty ,  feenied  little  to  relifli  our  church- 
gobfjg  Tprbpenfities,  and  judging  perhaps  of 
pur  tafte  by  his  own,  took  us,  with  appa- 
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rent  fatisfadion,  acrofs  the  feveral  holies^ 
or  markets,  that  we  might  fee  how  abun« 
dantly  this  metropolis  was  fupplied }  and 
meaning,  no  doubt,^  to  convince  us  by 
ocular  demonllration,  that  the  Jiarvation  of 
the  French  nation  was  eafier  talked  of  than 
effeded.  He  took  us  to  the  jfifo//?  aux 
bledy — aux  Berber ^ — aux  cuir^ — aux  drafl^^ 
&c.  The  new  ballc^  or  market-houfe, 
lately  erefted  for  the  fale  of  com,  is  an 

■ 

exteQiive  and  handfome  building,  ferving 
both  as  an  exchange  and  as  a  magazine. 
Every  kind  of  provifion,  I  muft  confefi^ 
feemed  to  abound ;  but  as  we  were  bent 
n^pre  on  fatisfying  the  hunger  of  the  mind 
thai^  of  the  body,  thefe  obje£ts  did  not 
much  arreft  our  attentioot 

The  Palais  de  Jujlice  was  the  next  place 
to  which  we  were  conducted.  It  is  a  fu- 
perb  Urudure,    and  has   not  long  been 

^  Market  for  Gorn^-^fbr  garden-ftuff^-^for  leather, 

iiniflied« 
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liiuihed  It  is  iituated  ^t  tbe  extremity  of 
the  Fofi.t  au  Change^  on  a  pai:t  of  the  niiq« 
pf  the  original  palace  of  this  Qiame^  vrhiclji 
ypas  merely  an  afleinblage  of  large  towers, 
(exhibiting  neither  tafte  nor  fymmetry^  fome 
pf  which  are  flill  extant. 

This  palace  was  the  refidence  of  the  an- 
cient kings  of  France.  Having  at  two  dif- 
ferent times,  in  17661  and  1787,  fuffered 
very  materially  .by  fire,  it  has  been  rebuilt, 
and  what  is  now  the  Salle  (T Audience  Hands 
(Qin '  the  very  fpot  where  the  original  ftate- 
room  flood  in  which  thofe  monarchs  rer 
ceived  foreign  ambafladprs,  gave  public  en- 
lertainments,  and  celebrated  royal  nuptials. 
The  entrance  of  this  new  building  forms 
a  beautiful  coup  4^cdil^  and  iS,  firft  of  all, 
compoied  of,  a  fpacious  femi-circular  court^ 
with  an  handfome,  iron  railing  next  the 
ftreet  of  120  feet  loi^g,  and  two  gates  of 
admittance.  Thefe  gates  lead  to.  the  body 
of  the  edifice,  to  which  one .  mufl  afcend 
by  a  vaft  flight  of  ftone  fteps,  and  whith,^ 

wath 
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\^ith  its  wings,  built  on  eac^  fide  of  the 
fame  court,  contain  noble  apartments,  or-^ 
namented  with  bas-reliefs,  &c.  analogous 
to  juftice  and  liberty.  Its  front  is  alfo  de-* 
corated  with  columns  of  the  Doric  order^ 
with  a  large  handfome  pediment  that 
covers  the  whole^  of  freeftone,  executed 
with  tafte,  and  of  excellent  proportion, 
and,  what  is  rather  Angular  to  this  nation, 
not  overloaded  with  ornaments^ 

As  we  were  paffing  the  Quay  of  Vol- 
taire, along  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  our 
companion  pointing  to  the  ci-devant  Hotel 
de  Juigniy  informed  us  that  it  was  now 
become  the  refidence  of  Gitoyen  Cochon, 
Minifttr  de  la  Polict  Generate ;  "  and  I  do 
affure  you,"  added  he,  "  I  look  on  that 
msfn  as  one  of  the  main  pillars  of  our 
•*  government  j  for  in  him  the  Direc- 
tory repofes  the  utmoft ;  confidence,  and 
ill  a  great  meafure  relies  on  his  informa- 
tion and  adlivity  for  its  fecurity.  I  will 
"**  lead  the  way;  you  may  procure  fome 

p  *'  inform- 


u 
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^^  information,  and  if  I  iliould  introduce 
^^  you  to  my  friend  in  office,  who  is,  as 
••  the  chief  of  the  Corps  iTEJpiottSy  under 
^  the  immediate  command  of  that  minif*- 
'*  ter,  recoiled  that,  as  matters  are  at  pre* 
•*  fent  circumftanced,  quiL  efi  bon  cP avoir 
**  dts  amis  partout* r  So  faying  we  walked 
in,  and  by  this'  means  had  an  excellent 
opportunity    of    feeing    the    interior    rf 
the  building,   which  is  extenfive,  hand* 
fome,  convenient,  and  elegantly  fumtihed, 
particularly    that   part    inhabited    by   thfc 
minifter:    for  you  muft   now,   my  dear 
Madam,  no  longer  poffefs  yourfelf  with 
the  notion,  that  things  are  as  they  were 
at  the  commencement  of  the  revolution 
and  during  the  time  of  Robefpierre,  with 
refpeA  to  any  one.  of  the  individuals '  be- 
longing to  governmient,  including  Direc-^ 
tors^  Minijitrs^  and  the  innumerable  num- 
ber oifubalterns  thereunto  attached.     I  da 

.  *  "  It  i«  good  to  have  {fiends  cvciy  wkcrc." 

8  alTure 
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dOTure  you,  on  the  contrary,  that  here  is 
no  longer  the  affeAation  of  poverty,  but 
there  is  to  the  full  ad  much  luxury  and 
ftate  about  thefe  MeJJiturs  CitoyenSy  aS 
tniich  form  and  difficulty  of  accefs,  as  tx* 
ifted  during  the  old  regime ;  no  longer  are 
they  the  flria  and  rigid  Sjpartans  they 
once  pretended  to  imitate,  but  true  Athe- 
nians both  in  manners  and  deportment* 

The  chaf after,  however,  we  have  had 
of  this  minifter  is  greatly  in  his  favour ; 
for,  though  extremely  ftrid  in  his  depart- 
ment, and  even  rough"  in  his  manners,  yet 
is  he  in  general  refpefted,  and  pafles  pour 
«n  honnSte  botnme'^  with  all  parties* 

As  we  were  afcending  the  grand  ftair- 
cafe,  he  was  coming  out  of  his  apartments, 
in  order  to  go  to  his  carriage,  which  was 
waiting  to  take  him  to  the  prefident  oi  the 
Direftory,  to  whom  he  pays  a  daily  vifit. 
His  perfon  is  flioTt,  of  grave  deportment, 

f  For  an  hdneft  man* 

p  a  and 
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and  I  fhould  fuppofe  about  five-and-foity 
years  of  age  ;  bien  poudre"^^  neatly  drefled, 
but  without  finery.  In  his  way  down,  he 
was  accofted  by  two  gentlemen,  one  a 
member  of  the  Five  Hundred,  and  the 
other  evidently  a  ftranger ;  for  whom  the 
former  appeared  to  be  foliciting  a  favour. 
— The  requeft  we  could  not  hear,  being 
articulated  in  a  low  voice ;  but  the  anfwer 
we  did,  and  asferving  to  give  you  fome 
idea  of  his  charader,  \  fhall  txanfcribe  :— 
"  Citoyen  Reprefentative,"  faid  he,  fcarcely 
flopping,  though  bowing  as  he  pafled, 
*'  le  confeil  dont  vous  etes  membre  eft 
"  charge  de  I'emanation  des  lois,  et  vioi 
'^  feulement  de  leur  execution ;  je  vous 
"  falue  f :"  with  this  laconic  reply  he 
hurried  down  the  flairs  j  but  as  they  were 

*  Well  powdered. 

f  "  Citizen  Reprcfentative,  the  Council,  of  which 
f^  you  are  a  member,  is  charged  with  the  emanation 
**  of  the  laws,  I  only  with  their  execution* — Good 
«  day." 

lined 
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lined  with  people  waiting  either  to  receive 
pafljports  or  deliver  petitions^  &c.  we 
had  another  opportunity  of  hearing  him 
fpealc. 

A  fine-looking  woman,  evidently  above 
the  vulgar  clafs,  extremely  well  drefled, 
but  dejected  in  her  countenance,  holding 
by  the  hand  a  beautiful  boy  of  five  or  fix 
years  old,  on  feeing  the  minifter  approach, 
made  the  beft  of  her  way  towards  him, 
faying,  whilft  prefenting  a  paper, — "  Ci- 
**  toyen,  fi  vous  refufez  de  m'entendre,  je 
"  prefere  mourir  ici,  plut&t  que  de  m'en 
**  aller  fans  etre  tire  de  cette  cruelle  incerti- 
tude dans  laquelle  je  fuis  plongee  depuis 
ci  long-tems*:"  on  which  he  flopped, 
read  her  paper,   and  in  returning  it,  faid, 

♦'  Madame,  vous  vous  trompez ;  je  ne  fuis 

*  **  Citizen,  if  you  refufe  to  liften  to  me,  I  had 
<<  rather  die  here  than  go  away  to  draw  out  life  in 
<'  that  cruel  ftate  of  uncertainty  into  whichj  for  fonie 
«*  lime  paft,  I  have  been  plunged.** 


€C 
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**  qu'un  fimple  agent  du  gouvemement,  tt 
^^  je  ne  faurois  accorder  des  graces  ;  mala 
jc  vous  avife  de  remettre  au  premier  fe- 
cretaire  le  fujet  de  votre  demande, 
"  foyez  fure  que  j  uftice  vous  fera  *  rendue, 
*'  ou  qu'il  vous  iadiquera  ce  que  vous  de- 
^*  vez  faire ;  pour  moi,  je  me  rend  a  mon 
**  devoir ;  falut  * :"  he  then  bowed,  and 
we  faw  no  more  of  him. 

We  afterwards  ran  through  the  different 
offices,  of  which  there  are  feveral,  and 
found  them  filled  with  an  incredible  num- 
ber of  clerts,  &c,j  moft  of  thefe,  young 
men,  as  we  have  been  informed,  that  be- 
longed to  the  firft  requifition,  and  who  by 
favour  have  got  introduced  and  fixed  in 

♦  "  Madame,  you  deceive  yourfelf ;  I  am  but  a 
<*  mere  agent  of  the  government,  and  I  cannot  grant 
"  favours  :  but  I  advife  you  to  fend  to  the  firft  fccre- 
«*  tary  the  nature  of  your  demand,  and  you  may  be 
*'  affured  that  joftice  will  be  done  you,  or  he  will 
«*  point  out  what  you  ought  to  do.— For  me,  I  muft 
*<  go  about  my  bufinefs.— Farewell," 

that 
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that  tituation,  as  well  as  in  other  offices 
belonging  to  djiSerent  departments,  in  or- 
der to  be  exculed  joining  the  army. 
Thefe,  in  general,  receive  no  falary,  nei-* 
ther  does  the  government  allow  them  to 
be  paid  for  the  bufinefs  therein  tranfaded  ; 
the  whole  being  ordered  to  be  done  gratis; 
yet,  in  fpite  of  this  regulation,  bribery  and 
corruption  have  begun  to  work  their  way 
to  fome  of  the  inferior  agents,  who  have 
not  been  found  proof  againfl  the  allurement 
of  gold.  We  are  however  aiTured,  and 
indeed  what  we  faw  feemed  to  ftrengthen 
our  companion's  intelligence,  that  the 
whole  is  condudiied  with  order,  difpatch, 

and  civility,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  in- 
dividuals, who  now  and  then  affe£t  the 
cirdevant  grojfiereth  and  barjhnefs  of  cha- 
rafter. 

Refpe(fiing  the  fpies,  above  alluded  to, 
attached  to  this  minifler,  we  are  aiTured, 
from  good  authority,  that  they  are  not  lefe 

p  4  than 
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than  twelve  ox  fourteen  hundred j  organifed 
in  a  manner  like  a  military  corps,  and  have 
their  bureau^ .  or  rallying  point,  which  we 
have  alfo  feen,  in  the  attic  of  the  fame 

edifice. 

It  is  certain  that  at  no  former  period 
whatever  has  the  art  of  efpionage  heen 
carried  to  fuch  lengths,  or  executed  with 
greater  dexterity  in  this  metropolis  than 
at  prefent  j  for  not  a  circumftancc  of  the 
leaft  confequence  occurs  in  Paris,  that  the 
minifter,  or  his  agents,  are  not  made  ac- 
quainted with  an  hour  or  two  after:  befides, 
by  way  of  facilitating  this  mode  of  collecting 
information,  there  is  another  place  affixed, 
called  r  Office  de  RenfeignemcnSy  where  in-^ 
telHgence  is  received  both  night  and  day, 
and  for  which,  men,  women,  and  children 
taken  from  all  claffes  and  fituations,  are 
indifcriminately  employed  ;  fo  that,  in  fad, 
it  is  next  to  an  impoffibility  that  any  thing 
ihould    at   this   moment  be  tranfadted  au 

cacbcttCy 
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cacbitte^.  This  circumftance,  added  to  a 
variety  of  obfervations  made  fince  our  ar- 
rival,  convinces  us  more  than  ever  how 
extremely  impolitic  it  is  on  the  part  of  the 
emigrants  to  attempt,  at  prefent,  a  counter* 
revolution; — ^an  attempt  which,  by  conti« 
nually  failing,  as  experience  has  proved^ 
ferves,  inftead  of  diminifhing,  wonderfully 
to  increafe  the  ftrength  and  power  of  the 
exifting  government,  and  confequently 
to  eilabliflx  op  a  firmer  bafis  the  new  con« 
ftitution. 

On  quitting  this  fpot,  we  purfued  our 
courfe  along  the  Scine^  and  a  little  beyond 
le  Pont  de  la  Revolution^  ci-devant  that  of 
Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  pafled  by  the  terrace 
belonging  to  the  Palais  Bourbon^  the  ci* 
devant  refidence  of  the  Prince  of  Conde  j 
at  the  angle  oSf  which,  next  the  river,  is 
the  part  mentioned  in  my  laft,  appropri-^ 
^cd  for  the  eredion  of  a  council  chamber 

•  In  fccrct. 

for 
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for  the  Five  Hundred.  To  the  Palais  it- 
felf  it  was  impoilible  to  gain  admittance, 
and  indeed,  could  we  have  done  it,  un-» 
pleafant  reflections  muft  naturally  have 
occurred,  the  whole  of  its  elegant  apart-^ 
mcnts  having  been  defpoilcd  of  their  or- 
naments, and  at  prefent  offering  nothing 
but  ruin  and  devaftation.  The  gardens  too 
are  totally  neglected,  and  the  Petit  Bour-^ 
ion  or  Boudoir  du  Prince^  iituated  at  the 
extremity  of  the  lame  terrace,  is,  like  the 
reft,  forlorn  and  deferted. 

Turning  the  corner  of  the  terrace,  where 

that  beautiful  little  building  is  ereded,  we 
found  ourfelves  in  one  of  the  avenues 
leading  to  V  Hotel  des  Invalids.  Thefe 
avenues,  which  are  grand,  and  in  fum- 
mer  delightful,  do  not  appear  to  have 
greatly  fuffered  by  the  revolution,  no 
ctherwife  than  having  feveral  workfhops 
creded  in  one  of  its  principal  walks, 
for  the  conftrudion  of  fire-arms^  and. 
other  objedls  belonging  to  the  artillery. 

As 
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As  for  this  noble  and  royal  iaftitution, 
we  were  happy  to  find  that  it  ftill  pre- 
ferves  its  original  plan  and  fplendor,  with, 
if  poflible,  more  energy  than  ever;  for 
we  were  told,  that,  at  prefent,  a  much 
greater  number  of  maimed  and  difablod 
foldiers  are  admitted  than  formerly,  and 
well  attended  to.  Several  *poor  young 
creatures,  vi<^ims  of  their  enthufiafm,  we 
perceived  in  the  different  walks,  belonging 
to  the  Hotels  clean  and  comfortable  in 
their  perfons,  amufing  themfelves,  and 
cheerful,  although  every  one  was  bereft 
of  either  a  leg  or  an  arm. 

On  reaching  the  outward  court, 
where  fome  veterans  were  ftanding, 
and  on  afking  whether  we  might  be  per- 
mitted to  fee  the  building,  one  of  them 
offered  to  accompany  us.  Curious  to 
know  fomething  about  us,  he  was  ready 
with  his  queftions,  obferving,  that  though 
he  could  perceive  we  were  etrangersy  yet 
he  wiihed  to  know  whether  we  had  before 

feen 
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feen  that  thef  d^ceuvrc  di  perfefkion,  the 
church  ? — *'  If  you  have,"  continued  he, 
^  your  heart  will  now  bleed  at  finding  it 
"  as  it  is ;  for  though  we  have  been  fo 
*'  fortunate  as  to  have  our  inftitution  re- 
"  fpedled,  yet,  alas  !  is  our  church  gone. 
*'  Never,  no  never/*  added  he,  •'  fhall  I  with 
^^  my  grey  locks  fee  it  again,  what  it  once 
**  was,  the  admiration  of  Europe^   I  felt  for 

our  poor  foldier,  for  he  fpokc  from  his 
heart;  and,  to  indulge  him,  we  were 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  another  exhibition  of 

facred  defolation.     He   opened  the  door^ 

ft 

heaving  a  figh,  and  exclaiming, — 
There,"  pufliing  it  angrily  from  him, 
look  at  the  change  ! — Is  this  a  place  of 
"  worftiip  ? — Ah  !  mon  Dieu !  now  na- 
"  thing  but  a  repofitory,  a  magazine,  a 
**  wine  cellar  j  and  this  for  the  ufe  of  our 
**  armies ;  for  thefe  cafks,"  added  he,  "  are 
**  full  of  nothing  elfe.  Cruel  refledtion  ! — 
*'  formerly  we  fought  for  a  better  caufe," 
&c. 

With 
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"With  refpe(3:  to  the  transformation  of 
the  church  we  were  not  in  the  leaft  fur- 
prifed,  there  being  feveral  now  in  Pari^ 
appropriated  to  fimilar  purpofes;  as  St. 
Germain  de  PreSy  St.  yaques^  St.  Rocby  and 
others;  neverthelefs,  as  we  made  our 
round,  our  friend  commented  on  the  de^ 
vaftation  that  had  been  made,  particularly 
of  the  pulpit,  which  was  extremely  curi- 
ous, and  of  thq  altar  (allowed  by  all  tra-*- 
vellers  to  vie  in  excellence  with  the  one  of 
St.  Peter's  at  Rome). — "  You  are  perfectly 
"  right,"  anfwered  our  old  foldier,  "  Jo 
*'  vois  que  Monfieur  eft  un  an  amateur*; 
"  for  the  pulpit  was  furely  fuperb,  and  the 
**  altar  decorated  by  fix  beautiful  colonnes^ 
A?/^^/ f,  fupporting  a  rich  baldaquinXy  the 
whole  gilt,  forming  a  complete  piece  of 
"  fculpture,  which,  as  you  fee,  is  now 
"  thrown  afide,  broken,  and   mutilated." 

•  "  I  fee  tliat  the  gentleman  has  tafte." 
t  Wreathed  columns.  %  Canopy. 

The 


222  A    SfclSTCH    OP 

The  altar,  tables,  and  tabernacle^  which 
are  of  precious  marble,  feem,  however,  to 
rife,  as  it  were,  from  amidft  the  ruins,  for 
thefe  are  ilill  extant ;  but  no  worlhip  can 
as  yet  be  performed. 

That  part  of  the  dome  alfo  that  forms 
a  kind  of  fecond  church  at  the  extremity 
of  the  firft,  and  which,  from  its  rare  and 
valuable  paintings,  al  frefco^  has  at  all 
times  attra&ed  the  attention  of  the  cu- 
rious, has  fortunately  efcaped ;  and  the 
only  alteration  has  been,  the  removal  of 
its  royal  ornaments  and  trophies,  lince  re** 
placed  by  allegorical  fubje(3:s  of  liberty^ 
&c. 

Tlic  parquet^  or  inlaid  pavement,  which  Is 
truly  beautiful,  being  an  affemblage  of  the 
fined  pieces  of  marble  known  in  Europe^ 
forming  a  variety  of  compartments  and 
ornaments,  is  now  carefully  matted,  left  it 

(hould  be  injured  ;  but  as  for  the  marble 
ftatues,  of  which  there  were  feveral  placed 
in  diflferent  parts  of  die  church,  among 

.  which 
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^^hich  were  thofc  of  St.  Lewis  and  Charle- 
magae,  of  great  beauty,  and  eleven  feet 
high,  as  likewife  a  number  of  buds,  re-* 
prefenting  the  chiefs  of  the  Greek  and 
Latin  Church,  as  St.  Grcgoire,  St.  Au-* 
guftin,  and  many  other  Saints^  whom  I 
know  nothing  of,  they  are  all  collected  to- 
gether, and  depofited  in  a  reclufe  part  of 
this  building. 

The  external  appearance  of  this  edifice 
is  equally  beautiful,  and  perfedtly  corref- 
ponds  with  the  fymmetry  of  the  interior. 
It  is  ornamented  by  forty  columns,  of  the 
Compolite  order,  with  ftatues  and  military 

trophies,  and  its  dome,  covered  with  lead, 
is  reckoned  to  be  300  feet  high,  and  50 
in  diameter. 

Refpe£ting  the  reft  of  P Hotel  des  Ltva^ 
Uds^  which  is  an  afylum  for  maimed  and 
wounded  foldiers,  fimilar  to  that  at  Chel- 
fea,  but  on  a  more  extenfive  fcale,  it  is 
certainly  a  noble  worl%  and  does  honour 
to  the  nation. 

Yet, 
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Yet  may  I  not  remark,  that  with  all  it* 
ijplendor,  as  an  appendage  to  the  war-fyf- 
tem  of  Europe,  it  ferves  to  fill  me,  if  I 
dwell  on  the  fubjeft,  with  melancholy 
ideas?  In  addition  to  the  viftims  which 
fall  by  thoufands  on  the  field  of  battle, 
how  many  remain  wounded  and  difabled, 
to  fupplicate  the  charity  of  nations  !— 

**  O  crutl  war,  what  haft  thou  done  !" 

i 

m 

To  thy  bloody  conflicts  I  hope  never  to 
be  a  witnefs,  but  1  fee  thy  efFedls  here,  nor 
can  the  moft  magnificent  charity  conceal 
thy  horrors !  You  may  tell  me,  perhaps, 
that  war  has  been  the  vice  and  folly  of  all 
nations  and  ages.  EUftory  puts  this 
beyond  a  doubt :  but  it  was  never  fo  fyC- 

tematifed  as  in  modern  times,  nor  was  it 
attended  with  fuch  extenfive,  various,  and 
permanent  arrangements. 

If  wars  are  unavoidable  and  muft  ever 
prevail,  fuch  eftabSfhments  as  THotel  des 
Invalids,    Greenwich  and  Chelfea  hofpi- 

tals 


J 


k»:  eyil&i  .but  I  lippe,  4t»^  ^  ^mfi^$  »??• 

bsfiCtfOfi  unaoQfifitrjr,  bf  jjeopLe  under  aH 
fpi«8  $^^:7smQ9«of:,.iAlbelriic  Spirit  of 

^t^  of  p^ace,     W.e  Are  taught.to  fookTor- 
jtp  ft  periad,-^-?  . 


'*  When  ufdefs  lances  into  fcythes  iball  bepd, 

.*<  And  die  broad  faulchion  in  a  plough4hakt  &ii  ^** 

^.  J.fee  no  .prdlpeA^  I  confdf,  (o£h^v\i9^ 
ti4&>PJe4i<^oa  foon  accpinpiifli^d  j..{b  .^^ 

jjfc,^%n4.i;equi»M  r|it4i«r  to )»:  4i^lft^4  ;^^ 
deOx^yed. 

,-J)tow,  after  d?is  ftrajn  pf  jj^orAUtj,  Ifjt 
^e  tejH  you,  that  this  inftitutlon  was  pro- 
jedled  jbjr  Henjy  the  Fourth  of  Fr^i^^e,  but 
was  j^Qt  jexecuted  till  the  reig^  of  Lewjvi 
the  Fourtee/)th,  by  w^^fe  qr^^rs  it  wffs 
completed.   There  are  five  different  courts, 

0^  each 
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each  liittoftfiid^d  by  regular  buildings ;  but 
the  central  CAe,  which  is  as  large  as  the 
four  oth^elrs-y  has  a  double  row  of  arcades, 
4one  above  the  other,  in  the  form  of  galle*- 
nes; .  which  ferve  as  a  promenade  to  thofe 
who  are  difabled  by  dieir  infirmities  from 
fc^ta^g- the  i%ft  of  their  companions. 
•  .^Tfie-watds  are  fpacious  and  extremely 
eibnvenient.  The  principal  offices,  fuch  as 
the  kitdhen,  cellars,  butchery,  &c«  are,  in 
particular,  obje<9:s  deferying  notice,  every 
thing  being  conduded  with  the  greateft 
jt>9d&  and  regulatity.^  We  were  likewife 
JiclSy  that  at  the  prefent  moment  there' are 

S    9 

^ot  tefs  than  nine  thoufand-  pen/toners  in  tbt 
fbonfCy  zxtA  Jix  tbotifand  waiting  for  admits 
tance :  that  alfo,  befides  this  vaft  number, 
there,  are  many  on  the  fame  eftabliihment, 
"who,  from  not  being  totally  difabled  by 
-their  wbiinds,  &c.  are  allowed  to  e^ercife 
fome  trifling  employment  under  govern- 
ment, in  difierent  provinces  in  France. 

.•:   -)  Our 
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Our  old  foldiei'^  who  had  not  quitted 
tik,  and'  feemed  to  attach  himfelf  to  B.^ 
amififed  us  grtfAtly  by  tilling  us  little  aneo' 
dotes  relative  to  theoifelves ;  and  when  in 
the  kitchen§  feeing  ui  pleafed  at  viewing^ 
the  quantity  of  provifiofis  on  the  table^  he^ 
fetaarked,  that  though  thiilgs  tq;>peared 
iregular,  and  as  they  oiight  to  be  j  "yet,** 
udded  he,  ^  on  peut  dir^,  que  lious  vi« 
*^  vons  att  jour  la  joumee ;  car  ce  que 
**  vous  voyez  ici  n'eft  rieii  cfn  coiiiparalibil 
^^  des  autres  fdis  \  m2dd  ebfin^  Mefiieurs, 
^^  Idriqtie  les  enfans  chaflent  leurs  pdres  de 
^^  leurs  nisdfons^  et  reulent  fe  mdler  de 
"  goiivcrner,  les  aflaires  Votit  tbiijours 
'•*  mai;'et  On  vit,  comftie  je  Tai  d£[ja  dit, 
•*  au  joUr  la  joUrnce*/*     In  this  he  al- 

*  "  One  may  fay^  that  We  live  from  haiul  to  ttioutli, 
^*  for  tliat  which  you  fee  here  li  nothing  in  Compari* 
^(  .fon  of  what  was  formerly ;  but  in  Ihort,  Sirs^ 
^  when  the  children  drive  their  parents  ftom  their 
**  hottfes,  and  will  intermeddle  with  goremmeiity 
*'  things  will  go  ill,  and  one  HtcSj  as  I  have  altcady 
<«  faid,  from  hand  to  mouth." 

0^2  luded 
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luded  tf>  the  extreme  quantity  of  yowg 
re^ui(]|tiQQ  men,  who  are  90W  in  the  Hq^ 

td,  or  Hol^taly  and  whb^  fcom  their  ntt»* 
ber,  have^  as  ^t  wfeife^  tdcea  pofie£Etoa  of 
it,  :aid  attenfitpt  tb  (iid;|tfi  ia^v$  to  ihe  oM 
one^,^-^*'  Car^  msL  .foi  !?.|  continued  he, 
^  ftCHJ?  ifci^mes  quelqueCpis  frredtiks,  qm 
^  i^r>a)i  ^r,  par  j^i^aBiiple,  nou$-«ume8 
J*Mi»iffiftn4rftacaaj)puroa5»tf  ^dtt//^  d^h0c^ 
^^  St  ^la,  ^  parcequ'cd  nous  avoit  dpnn/§  ^ 
5^  ^hacun  un  hareng  poiu:  fevper  Atqc  du 
**  yidi^lts  fecilem^W,  .ce  qut  eft  a  la  y.ejit6 
.^^  GQAtr^  Ja^coutuoi^ : — la  jdeflus^  c^  jeunes 
.^.geois,  xii%  faches,  atta^erent.  tpitt  de 
y^  ,(iute,  les  Direfteurs  de  rojSice,  ^  ^et. .  lea 
^•forcesent  d^cnv^oyer  chercher  d^lfhwle* 
.•*  — A^A  vont  les  afiains  ;de  cette  grande 
•*  maifon*."  Our  veteran  was  in  fome 
X  meafure 

^  "  For,  in  truth,''  contin.aed  he,  **  fomctimes  wc 

<<  a^  at  ix>  fliort  an  allowance,  that  we  qu^trrel  ^r  a 

•  ^^  4rop  ,of .  oil,,  and  that  when  thej  have  givfn  us  an 

^  herring  for  fuppcr  with  vinegar  ojdyt  which  is 

<<  againft 
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tiiiesSmt  juftified  here ;  for  it  is  certain  tha( 
the  prefeht  government  carries  hs  chief  at- 
tetfdod  to  the  maintenance  and  profecution 
of  the  war,  and  very  indifleteatly  provides  ^ 
for  national  inftitutions. 

We  left  him  at  the  gate,  perfefifl jr  fafis- 
fied  with  MeJJieurs  ks  Anglois^  and  proceed- 
ed to  the  cr-devant  i,cok  Mititaifc^  which  is ' 
nearly  contiguous  to  the  other,  and  now  ufed 
as  barracks,  which  obliged  us  to  rpft  faU8«> 
fied  with  a  glance  at  its  exterior,  unlefs  we 
had  ventured  into  the  principal  court-yard, 
now  filled  with  troops,  horfes,  &c.  kept 
in  readinefs  to  march  at  a  n^ment^s  wan^- 
ing ;  but  for  this  we  felt  no  inclination^ 
The  injury  it  fuftained  at  the  time  of  its 
fufpetifion  prevents  its  appearing  to  ib  great 
an  advantage  as  it  would  othefwife  hav^ 
ictoe';  for  the  enfctHbk  fa  certainly  beau* 

^<  9g9unft  the  rule  :<*-H2poQ  whiob  the  ]I9U^  men  a^ 
*<  grily  and  10  a  body  apply  to  the  Governors  of  th^ 
^  o£ce.  and^  force  thenf  to  fend  to  get  fome  pil.<v^ 
M  'Jliu^  go  the  affaif^  of  this  put  houlb.'' 
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ti/ul,  ^nd.muft  ever  ftand  98  a  moiMunsot 
grcady  tp    the  honor  of  Ljewis  the   Ftfr  ^ 
tccnth,  its  founder,  who  eftablifhcd  ihU  iiiT 
ilitutip;^    ib):    this    n^ilitary  e^ducjition   of 
young  indigent  Nohlfjfe^ 

^  The  troops  that  are  now  heve  in  bar? 
racks,  confift  chiefly  of  Kght  horfc  j  which 
are  ill*mount:ed,  qn  fpiall  hprfps,  la;ik^ 
and  thin ;  but  as  for  tl^e  meq,  they  have  a 
military  appearance,  and  afie£k  the  drefs 
zxA  manner  of  Aujlrian  bujjars. 

Oppofite    to    this    edifice    is    the    fa-^ 

inous  Cbqmp  dc  M^T{>  !^PgH?^!!7  ^^  Pl^^9 
where  the  youths  of  the  academy  perform-! 
cd  theif  manual  e^ercife,  but  no^  cpfiyert- 
ed  into  a  fppt  allptted  f^f  ^^^  celebration  . 
of  national  fete?  and  rejoicipgs ;  arid  exhi- 
bits an  extenfiye  plairj,  fljrrppaded  by  ai^, 
amphitl^eatre,  whilil  in  the  centre  ftanfls  a 
coloflal  ftatue  of  Liberty,  raifed  on  a  kind  of 
aitar,  and  at  its  entrance  are  two  enormou^ 
caryatides,  reprefenting  Mars  and  MinenJdi 
pn  the  days  of  feftiyals^  yve  ar$  tpjd^  tha|^ 

^ariouf 
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various  decorations  are  fuperadded,  and  that 
when  completed,  k  tout  enfembU  forms  a 
beautifU  (ight^^It  may  be  fo ;  but  at  pre* 
fent  it  appears  naked  and  deferted. 

By  this  time  you  muft  be  ready  to  cry 

* 

put  with  Macbeth,—- 

^'  But  no  more  fights  I'' 

fp,  for  the  pr^fcnt. 

Adieu, 


<Ji.4 
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LETTER    XIII. 


Paris,  Dec  2,  I796f 

Having  in  my  formed  letiet  mote  than 
once' mentioned  Les  Petits  AuguJIinef  a$ 
the  repofitory  of  curiofities,  we  were  re- 
folved,  if  poflible,  to  have  a  peep  jit  its 
contents.  We  found  it,  indeed,  a  repofi- 
tory, as  I  have  defcribed  ;  but,  owing  to 
the  valuable  dipoullles'^  having  been  taken^ 
during  the  riot  and  confufioo  that  pnevail-- 
ed  at  the  commencement  of  the  rfsvolq- 
tion,  from  different  churches,  convents, 
public  edifices,  &c.,  and  depofited  without 
care  or  order,  they  exhibit  a  ftrange  chaos 
of  beautiful  and  fcarce  fubjeds,-— cpnfift-v 
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Itig  df  rrrarMe  and  hron-it  ilatde^,  bas^ 
reRtfs,  tombs,'  pairriings^  &c.  &c.  #Mcf| 
it  is  ImfpoiEble  to  view  to  any  arfvantiage, 

ancf  which,  froift  th6it  nfegleded  ftate^ 
excited  father  meknchdly  than  pkafirig 
fetlfatiotf S.  iV^e  toiiM  fee  nothing  difr 
iihCLly^  of  coufrl^  nothing  with  pleafure. 

At  the  Obfervatbry,  our  next  objedJ:,  tny 

care  fpofo  had  the  ple^dng  fatisfaditrdn  of 

feeing  the   celfebratted  Lalahdiy  to  Whom 

we  were  introduced — a  charming  veriefabU 

fage,  who,  in  the  very  heart  of  this  great 

city,  and  in  the  midft  of  political  fadioh, 

has  beegti  fo  fortunate  as  to  fleer  clear  of 

all  parties,  and  to  retain  a  fi^fEcient  degree 

of  virtue  and  fortitude  to  preferve  hi^  mo- 

rals  lintaintisd  by  the  crimes  committed  at 

that  epoch,  and  which  may  furely  be  faid 

to  have  furrounded  him.     Thus,  with  tht 

calmnefs   and   tranquillity   of  Arcbimtdei^ 

did    he    continue    his    agronomical    ob^ 

fervationsj  but  with    better   f6ftuii6J — 

for 
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for  he>  as  you  well  know,  was  killed 
i]i  his.  apartment  by  one  of  the  foldiers 
of  M^rp^U^f  on  the  ftorming  of  Syra^ 
cufe^  whilft  deeply  engaged  in  demon- 
ijkrating  fome  geometrical  propofition*— - 
The  French  phllofopher  dill  ren^ains  abn 
forbed  in  fcicntific  purfuits,  and  lives  to. 
enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  ref^arches,  refpeded 
^4  l7.eloyed  by  all. 

Thp  Qbr^ryatory  is  fquare,  vA  ftands 
fOtirely  by  itfelf,  Jt  was  ereded  in  the 
reign  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  from  th^ 
^efign  of  Perrault  the  archited,  under  the 
immediate  patrpq^ge  of  the  great  ftatet 
inan  Colbert^  prime  minifler  at  that  time. 
This  edifice,  which  prefents  a  front  to  each 
of  the  four  cardinal  points,  is  eighty-five  feet 
high,  terminated  by  a  wide  an4  extenfiye 
platform,  to  which  yoq  afcend  by  a  w}ndr 
ing  ftaircafe ;  and  as  it  is  of  equal  depth 
under  ground  as  it  has  height  above,  (th)^t 
is,  eighty-five  fert,)  ^he  fjime  ftaircafe  d^- 

fceqda 


f^nds  to  the  well-IcDown  caves  where  fo 
tqzny  fcientific  aad  cur|pU9  pbfervs^tiox^s 

have  been  made. 

Thefe  caves  are  extremely  curious,  aqd 
f^rm  feyeral  fubterraneous    ilreets.     We , 
were  (hewn  in  one  of  the  apartments  ft 
t^Iefcope  of  two-and-twenty  feet  long,  be- 
ildes  a  number  of  detached  pieces,  inteadr 
ed  for  another  of  forty,— three  feet  longer, . 
if  I  miftake  not,  thao  Herfchers  grand  tcr^ 
Jeicope,  the  Fr^ch  foot  being  longer  than 
die  Englifli. — ^Neverthelefs,  on  account  of. 
the  fcarcity  of  fpecie,  its   completion   is. 
deferred  till  peace. 

Being  on  the  article  of  the  fciences,  ( 
muft  mention  the  Ubrarics  I  have  leen ; 
among  which  is  the  extenfive  and  beauti-* 
ful  ci-devant  Bibliotheque  of  Lewis  the  Shcf 
teenth.  now  converted  into  a  national  li^ 
brary.  This  bibUotbeque  occupies  a  num^^ 
ber  of  appatfrnents  ia  |he  ci-deyant  palace 
pf  Cardinal  Mazarine,  the  whole  of  which 
^e  not  only  filled  with  books,  but  Uke-p- 

wifi 
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wife  eont^n  6bjeds  of  the  tnfbft  curious 

« 

nature.  The  one,  ^L&tLsily  the  library,  is- 
the  moft  confiderablc,  (the  6theta  being 
denominated  galkried  only,)  and  takea  up 
the  entire  range  of  the  firft  floor,  whicK  ia^ 
750  feet  long,  30  wide,  and  about  10 
tigh.  '  The  books  are  herein  arranged 
^ith  tafte  and  order^  and  fuppofedf,  As  w« 
were  informed  by  the  hbrariasi,  to  exceed  * 
tw'o  hundred  thoufand  volumes. 

Le  Qalkrie  du  Manufcrits  cam€  alfo  un^ 
da:  out  infpedion ;  it  is  filled  with  a  vaft 
number  of  fcarce  and  cutiouf  Hebrew^ 
Greek,  and  Latin  mantfTcviptist  That 
which  contains  the  mdals  is  partiadarly 
t^orth  feeing,  both  for  its  rich  and  exten^* 
five  colle&ion  of  ancient  and  modern  me«> 
dais  and  coins,  in  excellent  prefervation, 
ftnd  for  its  other  fpecimens  of  antiqmty, 
which  to  amateurs  dans  ce  gcnrc\  muft  be 
safimtebr  eratifyino:.     Atnone  thefe  XW% 


*  Virtuoios  in  this  line. 
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remains  of  antiquitjr  aic  to  be  feen  two 
l^ge  platesy  or  pieces,  of  maflive  filvejr»  la 
the  £:>ni^  of  aihield  of  twoaty-^-five  inches 
diameter,— o;^  found  in  tke  Rhone ^  -.  and 
called  JSoufiUcr  dt  Seipiony  from  the  bas*^ 
relief  in. it$  centre,  rqpVef^njiijg  a  trait  in 
hiftprjr  grea^tly  to  the  honour  of  that 
hero,  defcriptive  of  his  g^nerofity  at  the 
taking  of  Gaithagena  in  Sp^in,  where  hs 
fo  nobly  rcfigned  his  fair  prifoner  to  the 
young  Prince  Allutius^  to  whom  ihe  wa» 
betrothed; — the  other y  brought  frpux  th^ 
province  of  Dauphiny  by  a  peaiant,  whai 
fopnd  it  whilfl:  digging  his  field^  and  b 
in^agincjd;  frojcn  that  clrcumftanjce,  .added 
to  its  basTfelief,  reprefenting  a  lion  .^eftibg 
beneath  a  palm  tree,  furrounded  by  fr^ 
jnents  and  bones  of  beafts  juft  devoured, 
vto  have  .belonged  to  Hannibal,  or  Xbme  ons 
jof  his  army.  Befides  thefe,  are  hufts  ip 
abundance,  urns,  fepiilcfataLlamps^  infcdp- 
tions,  &c.  &c«  much  too  tedioua  ibr  AC  tp 
emumenKte.  v 

7  Wc 
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We  were  next  takeii  to  the  Gallery  of 
Engravings^  whJch  pleafed  me'  ihfinitiely* 
inore  than  the  former,  and  is,  as  I  lindcir* 
ftarid,  reckoned  ohe  of  the  compfcteft  col-^' 
leaicnS  m  Euibpe.  The  whole  of  thefe* 
apartments,  fuch  as  I  have  defcribed,  are' 
open  to  the  public  every  third,  fixthj  atnd 
iiinth  of  each  decade,  and  to  men  of  li-:^ 
terature  every  diy,  frdm  ten  till  tWo. 

Here  I  could  have  wiflied  to  have  fpetit 

Ibiiie  time,    but  I  was  hurried  iiway  td 

VHbUlLteUy  dr  Hofpital, — a  benevolent 

mftitution  for  t^  relief  of  indigent   fick*- 

xiefs,  but  whidh,  though  noble  iii  its  in^ 

tetition,  has  unfortunately  been  found,  tiH 

within  a  fhort  time,  to  have  ferved  to  littlft 

'jpurpofe  but  that  of  filling  the  pdckets  of 

thofe  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  inftitil*- 

tion,  the  patients  having  been  ihamefully 

negleded.     Alas!    what  is  called  charity 

'ferv6s  fometimes  rather  to  increafe  than  di-* 

-mimih  the  fufFerings  of  thofe  who  are  the 

objects  of  it !     Good  is  not  done  merely 

.by 
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by  giving  or  laying  out  money  for  the 
avowed  purpofe  of  the  poor  and  diftre^ed. 
Charitable  inftitutions,  unlefs  under  a  wile 
and  adive  fuperintendance,  make  jobs  for 
a  few,  but  do  not  extend  relief  to  the 
many.  A  large  hofpital  left  to  mercenary 
management,  is  a  moft  uncharitable  cha- 
rity, lam  forry  to  think  how  much  mo* 
ney  is  hereby  fquandered  under  the  notion 
of  beneficence,  which  yields  to  the  poor 
groans  and  tears  inflead  of  real  comfort* 
So  it  was  in  the  Hotel  t)itu;  but  its  ma*- 
nagement  is  improved,  and  its  prefent  re« 
gulations  are  excellent. 

The  wards  for  the  fick,  in  particular,  are 
wifely  diftributed,  and  the  chemical  pro*- 
cefs,  according  to  Fourcroft  plan,  of  expel- 
ling from  the  apartments  the  mephitic  air, 
and  replacing  it  with  as  much  vital  or  caloric 
as  poflible,  is  fo  minutely  followed,  and  has 
been  found'  fo  efficacious,  that  contrary  to 
any  former  example,  there  are  at  prefent 
-  feveral  fpare^beds  in  the  hofpital.     The  p&« 

tients 
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tiiWts  flow  lie  fingly,  aad  Aot,    ^  twS* 
fpre,  twoy  and  ipmetimes  thre^  itf,  ^  bp^, 
Hnra  circumftance  a'.d4^4  <o  the  former,  tqi 
which   may  be   attributed   the   furprifipg 
d^creafe  of  deaths ;  for,  we  are  told,  that 
fifteen  and  twenty-  J^r  day  was,  prior  Jtp 
thcfe  ^iwprQveoieptfi,  no  uncommon  thiog ; 
whereas  at  preftijt,   they  .fcl^m   exqsc^ 
threip.  or  four  in  the  fpacp  of  a  weclu^^  - 
Xm  vill  fively  finilp  at  my  ,heing  t^rajS^ 
dfltepaiil,  and  fit  nvy  having  atfefgpted  to 
^^ciribe  what  I  ,l^npw  nothing  at  all  of; 
.how^viejr,  by  way  o£  apology,  aind  as  ft 
proof  of  my  inability  to  explain  the  whole 
jpipqefs,  J  havjB,  jis,  you  fee,  contented  my- 
J^'v^ith  merely  l^ajting  die  fai9;* 
'   i)ifpQfing  ;  cFurfelves    to  return   homeir 
wards,  we,  at  ;fome  diftance,  near  one  of 
.^he.qMays,  pe^rceived  a  concourfe  of  people 
^^ifepiU^Ied,  as  if  in  expe&^tiQn  of  a  J^if. 
\Ve  were   attr^fted  toMrard^  them,  when 
^^^  fftw  a  corps  .of  huilkrs  and  aa&ntry, 

:  i&akiug  a  formidable  appearance,  with  co- 
,*  loura 


tt6DERN    FRANCE.  24X 

loufs  flying,  mufic  playing,  &c.  and  thea 
halting,  announced  with  great  form  Buo* 
napdrti^  victory  Over  the  Auftrians  at 
Arcolfu  This  intelligence  naturally  becom- 
ing the  topic. of  converfation  at  the  Table 
d^Hote^  we  had  every  circumftahce  of  this 
faid  victory  moft  amply  detailed'  by  the 
before-mentioned  J?tf^r^;//^w/,  who,  one 
of  the  firft-rate  pancgyrifts,  extolled  the 
young  general  to  the  (kies;  .and  then, 
after  adding  that  Hannibal,  Scipio  -  Afri- 
canus,  or  even  Julius  Caefar,  was  not 
to  be  compared  to  Buonaparte;  conclude 
ed  by  faying,  (addrefling  himfelf  to  our 
friend,)  "  We  certainly  wifli  for  peace, 
*•  whatever  may  be  the  general  opinion ; 
**  but  ihould  we  be  forced  to  continue  the 
**  prefent  warfare,  allow  me,  Monfieur 
•'  I'Anglois,  to  fet  you  right  in  an  in- 
ftance  which,  though  you  may  pro- 
bably refufe  tp  credit,  is  certainly  a  fadt, 
**  and  I  can  aflure  you/'  (thefe  were  his 
words,)    "  qu*au  lieu  d'Stre  contraint  de 

R  •'  fkire 
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^^  faire  des  recrutemetis  forces  et  extraoN 
^'  dlnaires,  comme  nos  ennemis  le  fuppo 
**  fent,  les  jeunea  gens  de  la  premiere  re- 
quifition  feuls^  fi  Ton  Touloit  les  faire 
joindre  leurs  drapeaux,  feroient  beaucoup 
plus  que  fuffifants  pour  remplir,  non  feule- 
^^  ment  les  cadres  de  Tarm^e,  mais  de  cuU 
^^  buter  a  jamais  les  efforts  de  TAuftriche^ 
"  et  les  ennemis  de  la  Republique*/' 

To  this  boafting  we  made  no  reply. 
The  French  national  charader  is  fuch, 
that  each  viGtorj  gained  by  the  republic 
tends  to  increafe  the  pride  of  its  rulers, 
'  and  to  create  among  the  people  an  enthu- 
fiafm   for  military  glory.      The  exifting 


*  <<  So  far  from  being  under  the  ndceflky  of  re« 
^*  cruiting  the  army;  by  force  and  the  adoption  of  ex* 
<<  traordinary  meafutcS)  as  out  enemles^fuppofe,  the 
•*  young  men  of  the  firft  requifition  alone,' if  they 
f<  were  made  to  join  their  colours,  would'  be  more 
<<'  fhan  fufficient,  not  only  to  fill  up  the  ranks  in  th^ 
**  army,  but  to  deftroy  for  ever  the  efforts  of  Auftria^ 
<<  and  of  the  other  enemies  of  the  Republic.*^  s 

govern* 
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goyernment,  prudently  availing  itfelf  of 
the  known  character  of  the  people,  lofea 
no  opportunity  of  keeping  up  that  fpirit, 
in  order  to  profecute  the  war ;  knowing 
that  the  longer  this  date  of  warfare  be 
continued,  the  greater  ftrength  will  the 
republican  fyftem  acquire ;  and  fhould  the 
Diredory  be  able  to  force  the  Auftrians 
into  a  peace,  which  feems  to  be  at  prefent 
the  fum-total  of  its  wiihes,  the  French  go- 
vernm^t,  we  are  told,  will  make  light  of 
the  reft  of  their  enemies  : — but  Old  Eng- 
land, with  her  navy,  may  be  more  eafily 
threatened  than  hurt  by  the  French ! 

The  Botanical  Garden,  ci-devant  Jar^ 
din  Royal  des  Plantes^  now  National^  being 
one  of  the  objects  particularly  recommended 
to  our  notice,  we  took  the  earlieft  opportu* 
nity  of  vifiting  it,  and  hiaving  been  accuftom- 
cd  to  amufe  myfelf  a  little  with  the  ftudy  of 
botany,  I  found  a  pleafure  here  that  every 
traveller  would  not  experience.  This 
jgarden,  as  well  as  the  buildings  belonging 

JL  2  to 


244  ^  SKETCH  OF 

to  it,  have  been  refytGted^  and  do  not 
appear  to  have  in  the  leaft  fufl^red  ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  original  coiledion  of  plants 
has  of  late  been  confiderably  increafed  by 
the  addition  of  many  fcarce  and  valuable 
plants  from  the  South'  Sea  Iflands.  There 
is  alfo  a  coUedion  of  infeds  from  the 
fame  quarter.  Admittance  is  given  oA 
the  fame  days  as  at  Lt  Bibliotheque  Kd^ 
tionaiy  with  fimilar  indulgence  to  men  of 
letters.  This  inflitution  may,  in  foine  mea^ 
fure,  be  faid  to  refemble  the  Phyfic  Garden 
at  Ghelfea,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  cukiva^ 
tion  of  medicinal  herbs,  but  no  farther  ] 
for  here  they  are  not  only  cultivated,  but 
ftudents  in  pharmacy  are  inftruded  as  to 
their  different  qualities  and  virtues  (in  the 
buildings  adjoiningf  ereded  for  that  pur-« 
pofe)  by  profeflbrs  appointed  and  paid  by 
the  government. 

The  garden,  which  is  nearly  as  elcten?- 
five  as  the  one  belonging  to  the  TuiiUriet, 
was  projeded   by   Cardinal  Richelieu    in 

i634f 
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1634,  afterwards  improved  by  Mazarine^ 
and  fince  finiihed  by  the  great  Colbert^ 
who  not  only  embellilhed  it  wonderfully, 
but  added  feveral  buildings,  and  appointed 
new  profeflbrs  for  botany,  chymiftry,  ana- 
tomy, &c,  and  made  it  extremely  com- 
plete. This  noble  inftitution  is  one  of 
thofe  that  muft  ever  honour  the  memory 
of  its  founders ;  and  I  am  happy  to  add, 
that  its  original  intent  is  not  altered  j  for 
the  fame  plan  is  continued,  and  lectures 
regularly  given,  as  prior  to  the  Revolu^ 
tion }  fo  that  the  only  misfortune  that  may 
be  attributed  to  this  laft  caufe,  is  the  want 
of  regularity  in  paying  the  profeflbrs, 
which  occafions  a  kind  of  relaxation 
among  them ;  the  Inftitution  thus  far  feels 
the  effefts  of  penury.  This  I  find  is  the 
only  complaint  J — as  for  the  perfons  ap- 
pointed to  fhew  and  explain  the  (iifferent 
objedls,  I  certainly  never  faw  more  atten- 
tion, or  a  greater  defire  of  obliging, 

R  3  The 
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The  Cabinet  of  Natural  Hiftory  Is  chann-* 
ing ;  and  contains  every  thing  that  is  moft 
fcarce  and  curious  in  the  three  natural 
kingdoms. 

The  Mufeum  and  Theatre  of  Anatomy 
has  alfd  great  merit  We  were  fhewn* 
Tourneforfs  herbal,  which  has  all  the 
fcarce  plants  collected  by  that  great  and 
celebrated  botanift,  befides  an  incredible 
number  of  other  objeds,  that  would  take 
whole  months  to  examine  and  defcribe 
diftindly.  Moreover,  the  late  importations 
from  Italy  appear  to  me  immenfe,  and  of 
extreme  value.  I  will  mention  a  few  artit 
dies  of  this  fcientific  treafure, 

Firft  of  all,  my  friend,  at  the  top  of  my 
Hft  I  Ihall  place  Haller^  extenfive  herbal, 
confiding  of  60  volumes,  taken  from  the 
univerfity  of  Pavia ;  fecondly,  a  coUediioa 
of  volcanic  fubftances,  by  Spalan%ani^  from 
the  fame  univerfity;  thirdly,  Aldrovande^  ' 
fcarce  and  valuable  hcfbal,  in  16  volumes,' 

from 
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from  the  univerfity  of  Bologna ;  fourthly, 
a  coUedion  of  diSereat  kinds  of  marble 
and  precious  ftones ;  fifthly,  twelve  fmall 
manufcripts  on  the  fciences^  by  Leonardo 
de  Vinci;  fixthly,  a  idiVCiOxy^  Cartoon  by  the 
fame ;  feventhly,  a  curious  MS.  of  Jo- 
fephus's  Antiquities  on  papyrus ;  eighthly, 
a  Valuable  one  by  Galileo ;  befides  a  thou- 
fand  other  objects  which  I  cannot  re- 
member. 

I  had  almoft  forgotten  to  mention  a 
converfation  at  which  we  were  prefent 
lad  night,  and  which  I  repeat  merely 
to  give  you  a  further  trait  of  the 
vanity  and  boafling  of  a  nation,  that 
whole  ages  of  republicanifm  will  with 
difficulty  be  able  to  alter.  The  general 
talk  was  on  the  intended  expedition  and 
defcent  on  the  Britifh  coaft,  the  fleet  being 
nearly  equipped  and  ready  to  fail.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  company,  in  which  were  three 
or  four  of  the  members  of  the  two  councils, 
feemed  confident  as  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
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cnterprife,  and  one  of  them  uttered  fenti-* 
meats  which  greatly  aftonifhed  me.  "  Si 
"  nous  ne  reufCfons  pas,"  faid  he,  "  quitte 
"  pour  cela ;  nous  aiirons  du  moins  Tavan-p 
tagc  de  nou§  debarrafler  par  la  de  nos 
turbulans,  qui,  lor?  de  nos  eleftions  pro- 
**  chaines,  ne  manqueroient  pas  de  s'en 
*'  rendre  les  maitres,  et  de  nous  envoyer 
"  des  Jacobins  pour  completer  nos  con- 
"  feils  *."  Whilft  another,  with  extreme 
confidence,  advanced,  that  the  defcent  qa 
the  Britifh  coafl  was  nothing  more  than  to 
conceal  plans  of  a  deeper  nature ;  for  that 
it  was  well  known  that  to  compel  the 
Englifh  government  to  treat,  it  was  abfq-f 
lutely  neceflary  to  attack  its  trade  every 
where,  and  to  fpare  it  no  where.  Have 
we  not,  continued   he,  raifing   his  voice, 

r 

♦  "  If  wc  do  not  fuccecd,  no  matter  for  .that; 
**  we  ftiall  at  It  aft  reap  the  advantage  hereby  of  free- 
"  ing  curfclvcs  of  the  turbulent  fpirits,  who,  in  the 
<<  approaching  ele£tions,  would  not  fail  to  make  them* 
^'  fclve$  our  mafters,  and  to  fend  us  Jacobins  to  pom- 
'*  pletc  our  councils/' 

fnatched 
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ihatclied  from  her  OQe  of  her  richeft  pro« 
vinces,  Holland^  expelled  the  Englifh  alio 
from  Spam  and  Italy?  Confequently  iio# 
thing  now  is  left  but  to  revolutionize  Por-» 
tugal,  if  we  cannpt  conquer  her  j  then  take 
Hamburgh^  and  pafs  it  over  to  the  king  of 
Pruflia.  On  faying  this,  he  made  a  ///»- 
fteite^  jpd  feated  himfelf,  perfe6kly  fatisfied 
with  his  Gafconade, 

■ 

Good  heavens!  how  did  I  long  to  put 
in  a  word  !  but  prudence  enforced  filence; 
Tfrhen  almoft  immediately  I  heard  a  tbird^ 
fiddrefling  himfelf  to  a  perfon  who  was 
ipeaking  to  fome  ladies — *'  Ah !  ma  foi/* 
faid  he  j  "  en  envoyant  nos  tetes  chaudes 
♦*  en  Portugal,  et  nous  en  deb^rraflant  ainfi, 
^^  nous  ferions  un  gr^nd  cdup ;  car  apresi 
**  tout,''  paufmg  awhile,  "  lorfqu'une 
^*  revolution, .  auffi  fanguinaire  qu'injuftQ 
^^  dans  ces  principes,  a  fait  chanceler  fur 
♦*  leur  bafe  antique  des  ufages  qui  ^toient 
♦*  devenus  comme  des  loix,  et  qu'elle  a 
^^  repiverfe  tou8  lea  fentimens  de  religion  ; 

«  qu'cllc 
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•*  qu'elle  a  auffi  prfiche  ratheifmc,  ainfi 
"  que  tous  les  crimes ;  et  enfin,  qu*elle  a 
**  fini  par  faire  monter  Tinnocence  et  la 
**  vcrtu  fur  Techafaut :— certes,  on  ne  lauroit 
^  defirer  que  les  monftres,  qui  en  font  les 
♦^  auteurs,  rentrafTent  encore  dans  la  fo- 
.  •^  cicte."  ^^  Oh!  pour  cela,  non/'  ex- 
claimed tjie  ladies,  throwing  themfelvcs 
back  in  their  chair,  "  mille  fois,  mille  fois 
**  mieux  un  roi,  que  ces  fans-culottes 
♦'  groffiers  a  mouftache  horrible,  et  convert 
♦*  de  fang*;* 

•  "  Ah!  faith/*  faid  he:  «  In  fending  out  hoN 
*<  headed  fellows  to  Portugal,  and  thus  freeing  our- 
«<  felves  of  them,  we  ftrike  a  great  ftroke ;  for,  after 
<<  all,  when  a  revolution,  as  fanguinary  as  unjuft  in  its 
<'  principles,  has  (haken,  from  their  ancient  bafe, 
^  ufages  which  had  obtained  the  force  of  laws; 
*^  which  has  overturned  all  the  fentiments  of  religion  i 
**  which  has  preached  up  atheifm,  as  well  as  aU 
<<  crimes  ^  and  which  has  concluded  by  bringing  inno- 
<<  cence  and  virtue  to  the  fcafFold  : — furely  one  would 
<<  not  wifli  that  the  monfters,  who  have  been  the  au* 
<<  thors  of  all  thefe  crimes,  (hould  return  again  into 

•*  fociety.** "  Oh,  no.     A  king  is  a  thoufand  thou- 

«  fand  times  preferable  to  thofe  favage  fans-culottes 
<<  with  frightful  muftachios  and  covered  with  blood.'* 

To 


a 
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To  this  more  was  added,  much  in  the 
fame  flyle,  but  too  trivial  to  repeat ;  ne- 
verthelefs  judge  of  our  furprife,  when,  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  converfation,  wc 
found  nearly  the  whole  company  applaud, 
and  thus  dare  venture,  in  a  mixed  afTembly, 
their  fentiments  fo  freely  againft  the  exift^  • 
ing  government,  although  fome  of  the  mem- 
bers were  prefent,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
exprefs  a  wifh  for  the  return  of  monarchy. 

How  eafily  might  a  ftranger  be  caught 
by  fuch  expreflions,  and  led  to  draw  fome 
favourable  confequences  for  the  re-efta- 
blifliment  of  monarchy  in  this  country, 
and  thereby  fuppofe  the  French  ready  to 
facrifice  themfelves  to  accelerate  the  event; 
but,  alas !  how  greatly  would  he  be  mifta-* 
ken !  Nothing  would  be  more  erroneous. 
This  nation  is  fond  of  playing  tricks  on 
travellers,  and  I  fufpedt  that  fome  of  this 
diicourfe  was  to  miflead  us,  and  perhap3 
to  find  out  the  real  complexion  of  our 
politics. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  was  their  intention  we  were 
on  our  guard,  and  did  not  fall  into  the 
ihare.  Infincerity,  I  have  reafon  to  be-t 
Ueve,  h  a  prominent  feature  of  the  French 
charader.  Their  zeal  is  often  affumed, 
and  their  expreflions,  either  of  love  or  ha^ 
tred,  are  no  real  pidlures  of  their  minds. 
Had  this  lUtk  man^  who  before  us  was  fo 
yrarm  an  advocate  for  royalty,  been  imme- 
diately introduced  to  a  company  which  he 
knew  or  fufpeded  to  be  entirely  compofed 
of  democrats,  he  would  probably  have 
endeavoured  to  fupport  contrary  opinions, 
and  with  equal  fervour; — and  perhaps, 
could  his  heart  be  examined,  he  would 
bave  been  found  without  an  atom  of  true 
public  fpirit,  and  to  be  governed  merely 
by  vanity  and  felf-intereft.  Knowing  this, 
I  have  my  fufpiciojcis ;  and  though  I  re-^ 
port  what  I  have  heard,  for  aught  I  IcnoM^ 
^  all  may  be  falfe  and  hollow."  Enemiea 
to  the  republic  and  to  the  exifting.  goveriji- 
ment  I  know  that  there  muft  be ;  but  thefe 

fpeeches 
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fpceches  feem  to  me  to  prove  too  muchj 
for  if  all  were  of  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
pany, or  even  the  great  majority  of  the 
people,  the  republic  and  the  government 
could  not*  have  continued  fo  long  as  they 
have  done.  Time  will  difcover  into  what 
fentiments  this  ftrange  nation  will  ulti- 
mately fettle.  They  have  experienced  the  , 
ihifery.  of  civil  confufion,  and  I  hope  foir  ^ 
their  fake,  as  well  as  for  Europe  at  larg^ 
that 

f*  Order  may  from  diforder  fpring.*^ 
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LETTER    XIV. 


Parisy  Dec.  4,  1796. 

**  II  faut  des  J^eEtacles  dans  les  grandes 
^^  villesj^  fays  Roufleau;  and  of  this  ne- 
ceflity  the  Parifians  appear  to  be  thoroughly 

feDfible  ;  for  in  this  city  there  are  twenty- 
one  theatres,  fourteen  of  which  are  in  daily 
cr  rather  in  nightly  aSivity.  Moft  of  thefe 
we  have  vifited,  and  have  found  ourfelves 
generally  amufed :  but  be  not  alarmed,  I 
mm  not  going  to  fatigue  you  with  copying 
republican  play-bills,  nor  with  particular 
defcripf ions  of  play-houfes  j  for  I  am  aware 
that  theatres  in  all  great  cities  have  a  ge- 
neral rcfemblance,  and  differ  moftly  in 
fize.  I  need  not  fay  that  in  the  difpolition 
and  decorations  of  the  infides  of  thefe  in 
this  capital,  an  attention  has  every  where 

been 
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teen  paid  to  convenience  and  elegant 
effeft. 

Fourteen  theatres  open  every  niglilt,  and, 
generally  crowded,  evince  the  rage  of  the 
Parifians  for  this  fpecies  of  amufement. 
Managers  and  actors  are  hereby  encou- 
raged, and  each  in  their  refpedtive  depart- 
ments endeavour  to  fatisfy  the  public ;  for, 
«s  Garrick  ufed  to  fay,  "  They  who  live  to 
**  pleafe,  muft  pleafe  to  live." 

As  a  fpecimen  to  Ihew  you  how  far  the 
paffion  for  theatrical  performances  has  beejnt 
carried,  we  were  told,  what  I  furely  fhould 
not  have  credited  had  not  the  perfon  who 
gave  us  the  information  been  an  eye-wit-- 
nefs  of  the  faft,  that  during  the  extreme 
fcardty  of  bread  in  this  metropolis,  not 
many  months  back,  the.  theatres  were 
thronged  nearty  as  much  as  at  prefent^ 
and  the  audience  oftentimes  forced,  in 
their  v\ray  thither,  to  pufh  through  the 
mafe  du  peuplc  who  furrounded  the  bakers* 
(hops,  crying  aloud  for  bread.     What,  my 

friend. 
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friend)  can  be  faid  after  this^  but  to  lametlt 
that  the  depravity  df  human  nature  can  be 
fuch,  as  to  lock  up  all  fentiments  of  com- 
paffion  for  our  fellow-creatures,  and  clofe 
every  avenue  of  the  heart  to  the  mifery  o( 
others  ? 

Next  to  the  theatres  may  be  placed  ks 
Salles  i  danfer^  Which  are,  if  poffible,  more 
numerous  than  before  the  revolution,  and 
difpofed  in  every  part  of  the  metropolis  j 
for  as  the  French  in  general,  and  the  Pa- 
lifians  in  particular,  pafs,  as  it  were,  iii* 
ftantaneoufly  from  one  extreme  to  the 
other,  they  dance  at  prefent  in  Paris  with- 
out  rcfpedt  to  either  perfons  or  things,  feven 
in  fome  of  the  ci-devant  churches,  con- 
vents, hotels,  or  palaces,  at  the  opera,  in 
the  ftreets,  and  iii  fa£t  every  where:  but 
having  this  moment  finiihed  perufing  si 
Httle  tradl  on  the  amtifements  mofl:  en 
vogue  now  in  this  capital,  from  the  pen 
of  the  welKJknown  Mercier^  I  fhall  take 
his  defcriptioii,  mftead  of  attempting  one 

of 
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of  my  own. :  His  work,  widi  great  wit 
and  humour,  portrays  the  prefent  rage 
amoBgft  the  Parifians  for  dancing,  dreis, 
and  charad}:er,  fo  nicely,  and  with  fo  much 
truth  and  exadnefs,  that  you  will  be 
charmed  with  it.  I  muft  add,  that  pleafure 
and  diflipation  are  now  her^  fo  general, 
that  were  it  UQt  for  the  ftagnation  of  com-* 
merce,  a  ftranger  would  never  fufpeft  the 
country  to  be  at  war:— but  hear  what 
Mercier  fays  :— 

"  Apres  Targent,  la  danfe  eft  devenue 
•'  Tidole  des  Parifiens.  Du  petit  au  grand, 
**  du  riche  au  pai^e,  c'eft  une  fureur,  c'eft 
*'  un  goiit  univerfeL  On  danfe  aux  Cannes^ 
**  ou  Ton  a  egorge  :  on  danfe  aux  yefuites^ 
^  au  Seminairc  St.  Sulptcc^  ZMnJilles  Sainte^ 
Marie^  dans  trois  ou  quatre  eglifes,  chez 
Ruggieri  *,  chez  Luquet  *,  chcz  Mauduit*^ 
"  chez  Wentztl^^  h.  Thotel  Marbeuf^  a  ce- 
'^  lui  de  Ricbelicuj  &c. :  on  danfe  partout. 

*  Capital  tralteurs* 

f  **  Toutes 
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^  Toutes  Ics  femmcs  font  en  blanc^  tt  1« 
^  bknc  fied  ll  toutes  lea  femmes;  leure  gorge 
^^  eft    nue,    leurs  bras    font    nuds.— -JLes 
^^  liommes  font  trop  n^iges ;  Us  danfent 
^  d^un  airfroid^  i^^%  ^  iffor^ ;  on  dlrait 
^^  quails  revent  a  la  politujue  ou  i  l'agioC« 
^  Aprea  k  danie,  vient  k  concot ;  au  con* 
^  cert  fmec^de  ie  feuper.    Les  femmes,  <|ar 
^A^ont  plus  k  gene  des  corps,  peuvent 
^  manger  a  £ai^     Elks  s*>en  acquktenl 
^  bien :    elles  devourent  ks    dindes  aux 
^  truffes    et    les    pd!t^    d'anthcHS :    elkf 
**  mangent  pour  le  rtntirr^  potir  k  foldaty 
^  pour  le  cmams^   pouf.  chaque  employe 
^^  de  la  r^tblique ;  et  tout  en  devorant, 
**  elks  m^difent  de  la  republique.     Autre-r 
^  fots  les  femnies  dans  ks  bals,  prenaknt 
^  des  n^aichiifemens,  et    tout   au   plus 
^^  quelques  bruits  datns  un  pen  de  vin» 
^  La  goarmandife  aujourd  htii  ks  domine^ 
^  et  •  je  ne  ce&e  d'admirer  leur  contenance 
•*  ferme  i  tabk,   et  avec   quelks    graces 

^^  fraaches  ell^  fadsfont  leur  Jtridmt  ap* 

"  petite 
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^*  petit.  Les  perdrix  froides  ifont  deux 
^^  bouchees ;  les  viandes  difparaiflent,  et  de 
"  grands  verres  d'eau  rafraichilTent  par  in- 
**  tervalle  leur  palais^  brul6  par  le  feu  des 
^  liqueurs. 

'^  Quel  eft  ce  bruit  ?  ou  vont  ces 
^*  jeunes-gens ?  Ah!  je  vois  une  femme, 
**  tine  nymphe,  Venus^  au  milieu  d*eux« 
**  Elle  eft  nue,  je  crois  ; — ^approchons. 
**  Son  l^ger  panlalon  deflinerait  parfaite- 
**  ment  fes  cuifles  arrondies,  fans  les  braf- 
*^  felets  qui  en  coupent  le  deilin.  Le 
•*  jufte-au-corps  eft  favamment  cchancre; 
^'  une  chemife*  de  linon  clair  laifle  apper- 
^  cevoir,  et  mefurer  <i*un  ceil  lafcif  les 
^*  jambes  et  les  cuifles^  qu'embraflfent  des 
•*  <:ercles  d'or  et  de  diamant.  Une  cohue 
^  dc  jeunes-gens  Tenvironne,  a^ec  le  Ian- 

"*  This  defcriptioQ  is  by  no  means  outriy  for  we 
have  been  afliired,  that  females  (thotigh  furdjr  not 
the  moft  virtuous)  have  adually  appeared  in  public 
thus  equipped. 

g  2  **  gage 
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**  gage  d'une  joie  diflblue.  L'efiix)nt& 
"  femble  ne  rien  entendre.  Une  hardieflc 
^^  de  plus,  et  nous  verrons  bientot  lea  an-- 
^^  tiques  danfes  des  filles  de  Laconie*.  il 
**  refte  fi  peu  ^  faire  tomber,  que  je  ne  fais 
*'  fi  la  pudeur  veritable  ne  gagney^it .  pas  a 
**  Tenlevement  d  un  voile  traufpareot. 
•  "  II  y  a  des  bals  pour  tpus  les  ctats*-— 
^^  Les  bals  militaires  fe  diftinguent  par 
•*  une  plus  grande  effervefcence  j  on  y  en* 
'^  tend,  pour  ainfi  dire,  le  tumulte  des 
^*  camps  et  le  cliquetis  des  armes.  ;  Les 
^^  cbarbonnitrs  et  les  porteurs  d'eau  ont 
•*  auffi  leurs  bals.  Je  ne  veux  rien  oub- 
^^  lier :  dans  des  caves^  au  fond  des  aUe€Sy 
**  dans  de  mecbans  et  fales  cabarets^  au  fon 
**  d'un  violon  groffier,  ou  d'une  rauque 
"  mufette^  les  Auvergnats^  danfent.  4 
"  ^branler  les  planchers.     Quelquefois  le 

« 

*  People  from  Aumtrgne^  who,  in  general,  perfomi 
the  Jbvfiaefc  of  carrjiog  water  ia  Paris. 

^^  foulier 
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foulier  a  clou  icrafe  dans  fon  jfter  elan  le 
trifle  lampion,  et  ajperge  toute  raffem- 
**  blec.     Cela  rie  fait  rien  ;  il  n'y  paraitra 

"  ni  auic  bas  m  aux  cotillons.  Le  fuif  en^ 
^^  flamme  ne  mord  point  fur  le  cuir  tanne 
**  de  CCS  Vejlris.  lis  reprennent  leurs  ban- 
**  douilleres,  et  s'en  vont,  en  fe  donnant 
•*  poiir  rire  de  grgs  coups  de  poing. 

**  Parifiens,  mes  chers  Parifiens,"  fays 
Mcrcier  at  the  conclufion  of  \m  Tdbleau, 
^^'danfe^n  ou  aller  a  Idi'MeJfe;  mais,  pour 
**  Tamour  de  Dieu,  ne  politique*  pas^  car 
^*  lorfque  cette  manre  vous  prend  i  la 
^*  gorge,  vous  tombez  dans  tpus  les  pieges 
"  que  •  les  fcelerats  ou  les  charlatans  fe 
'*'  doiinent  la  peine  de  vous  tendre.  N'eut- 
11  pas  mieux  valu  danfer  que  s'armer  le 
3 1  Mai,  le  4  Prairial,  et  le  13  Vende- 
**  miaire  ?  Ah  I  la  politique  ne  vaut  pas  le 
**  violon  qui  vous  met  en  joie  ;  et  pour  le 
"  mieux  prouver,  voici  ce  que  le  grave 
**  Montefquieu  a  ecrit  fur  la  danfe  : — -^  La 

**  danfe   nous  plait  par   la  lcgeret.%    par 

S3  "  une 
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"  une  certaine  grace,  par  la  begute  et  fei 
"  vari^te  des  attitudes,  par  fa  liaifon  avec 
"  la  muiique ;  mais  furtout,  elle  plait 
*'  par  une  difpofitioa  de  notre  ccnreaAr,' 

• 

*  **  Next  to  mopcy,  the  Parifians  arc  paffionatcly 
«<  fond  of  Jarteing,  With  the  high  and  the  low,  with 
*'  the  rich  ^nA  the  poor,  it  is  the  rage— it  is  the  uni- 
"  7Cifal  taftc.  They  dance  at  the!  Qarmes,  where 
<«  they  have  committed  fo  many  murders  sr-^they 
«*  dance  at  the  Jefuits'  College,  at  tlie  feminary  of  St. 
•*  Sulpice,  at  the  nunnery  of  St.  Mary,  in  three  or 
•*  four  churches,  at  RuggUri'^*,  at  Lugue^%\  -at 
«  Maudmi'%'*,  at  WentzeP^^^  at  the  Hotel  of  Marr 
**  i^w/i  at  that  of  Richelieu,  &c.— They  dance,  in 
«*  fhort,  every  where.  All  the  women  are  iii  white, 
«<  and  white  becomes  all  women.  Their  tuaoks '  and 
<^  arms  are  bare.  The  men  are  very  negligeat  an 
*<  their  drefs  and  manners,  and  dan^e  \(ritK  a  cold, 
«  deje£ted,  and  penGve  air :  one  would  think^  that 
«'  they  are  mufing  on  politics  or  on  the .  funds.  To 
<*  the  dance  fucceeds  the  concert,  and  to  the  conceit 
«<  the  fupper.  The  women,  having  no  longer  the 
^<  confinement  of  (lays,  eat  eVen  to  fatiety.  They 
^  acquit  themfclves  here  to  admiration.«-They  de* 

•  Capital  ttvern-kecptrt* 

••  vour 
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To  this  farcafm  on  the  Ru'ifiaas  aad 
^eir  follies^  allow  me  to  add  a  word  or 
two  ooncerning  their  manner  of  drefling ; 

for 


'*•  vouT  tttridet  fluffed  with  trufles,  and  andiovf^ 
<<  patties.— Thef  eat  for  the  lake  of  the  rentier,  fov 
^  the  fake  of  the  JoUkr^  for  the  fake  of  the  camtntSf 
'*  in  fliorty  for  the  fake  of  all  employed  under  the  re* 
^  public ;  and  while  in  the  ad  of  derouring  every 
^  thing  on  the  table^  they  abufe  the  republic. — In  for- 
*<  mer  times,  ladies  at  balls  took  fome  refrelhmenty , 
^<  and  at  moft  fome  bifcuits  in  a  little  wine.^In  the 
**  prefent  day,  gluttony  prevails  among  them,  and  I 
**  cannot  but  admire  their  bold  look  at  table,  and 
**  with  what  an  unembarrafled  air  they  Citisfy  their 
<<  ieea  appetites.  A  cold  partridge  makes  but  two 
**  mouthfuls.  The  viands  disappear,  and  large  glaflet 
«<  of  water  at  intervals,  refrcfli  their  palates  burnt  by 
**  fpirituofts  liquors* 

**  What  is  that  noife  ?  where  are  thele  young  peo« 
^<  pie  running  ?— -Ah  !  I  fee  a  female,  a  nymph,  a 
"  Venus,  in  the  midft  of  them. — She  appears  as  if  (he 
*'  were  naked.  -  Let  us  draw  near, — ^Her  thin  panta* 
<<  loons  would  be  no  concealment  were  it  not  for  the 
<<  bracelets  which  feem  to  interrupt  the  defign. — The 
«  jacket  is  artfully  floped. — A  (hift  of  clear  linon  gives 
<<  no  interruption  to  the  eye,  but  difcovers  the  limbs^ 

•  4  ^  which 
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for  furely  never  was  falhion  and  luxury 
xarried  at  Paris  to  greater  excefs  than  at 
prefent ;  and  at  the  opera,  jsvhich  has  the 

pre- 

<<. which  arc  adorned  widi  gold  and  diamond  brace- 
/•  lets.— A  crpwd  of  young  people  furround  her  with 
,^  language  of  diflblutc  joy — This  bold  huiTey  feenos  ag 
^*  if  ihe  heard  nothing  that  is  fold.  Let  effrontery 
<<  be  carxied  pne  degree  farther,  and  we  may  exped 
<<  very  foon  to  fee  revived  the  ancient  dances  of  La- 
*'  conia.  So  little  now  remains  to  be  thrown  off, 
**  that  I  know  not  whether  true  modefty  would,  not 
**  gain  by  the  removal  of  a  veil  perfedly  tranfparcnt. 

**  There  ,arc  balls  for  people  of  every  condition. 
<<  The  military  balls  are  diftingui(hed  by  a  particular 
«  hurry  and  agitation. — One  feems  to  hear  in  them 
<<  the  tumults  of  camps  and  the  clafli  of  arms.— -The 
'*  coal- men  and  water-carriers  h^ve  alfo  their  balls. 
*'  Let  me  forget  nothing  on  this  fubjeft  :— In  cellars, 
•<  at  the  extremity  of  alleys,  in  vile  an<l  dirty  public- 
**  houfes,  at  the  found  of  a  clumfy  violin  or  hoarfe 
«*  bagpipe,  the  Auvergnats  dance  till  they  make  the 
f  ««  very  boards  ^fliake.  Sometimes  the  nailed  (hoc,  by 
•«  an  uncommon  fpring,  breaks  the  melancholy  lamp, 
<*  and  fcatters  the  oil  over  the  whole  company. — No 
•<  matter : — the  effcft  is  not  fecn  either  on  the  ftock- 
*•  ings  or  on  the  petticoats.— Burning  greafe  does  not 

*'  hurt 
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prc-emineilce  over  the  other -theatrdfe^  and 
indeed  joftly  ib,  ibr*  the  houfe  is  ftip^lrb^ 
die  decoratioiis  and  dreffes  beautiful,  -aniil 
the  bdlet^  brilUant-~the  femdes  are  ornies 
with  as :  muck  tafte  and  coquetry  as  even 
Fafhionimay  be  faid  to  have  refumedall  its 
former  influence,  and  to  become  amongft 
the  FrenehV  as  heretofore,  an  important 
affair  of'  bnfmefs. 

*«  hurt  the  fallow  (kin  of  thefc  VeJlrifes.^Thtj  take 
M  their  belts,  and  go  away^  g'^^^ng  one  another 
*f  thumps  w;th  their  fids  «o  excite  laoghter. 

'^  Parifians,  dear  PariGans^  dance,  or  go  to  the 
•*  Mafs  ;  but,  for  God's  fake,  do  not  turn  politicians^ 
*'  for  when*  this  mania  feizes  you,  you  fall  into  every 
^<  fnare  that  the  villain  or  3tlie  qtf^ck  lays  for  you. — 
<<  Would  it  not.  have  been  better  for  you  to  have 
**  danced  on  than  to  havq  jown  to  arms  on  the  31(1 
**  of  May,'tii  the  4ih  of  Prairial,  and  on  the  13th  of 
^  Vendeouaire?  Oh!  P4>Utic8  are^iot  bf  thar value 
f*  to  you  as  the\violin>  which  excites  your  joy  :  -and 
**  the  better  to  prove  this,  fee  what,  the  grave  Mon- 
•*  tefquieu  has  Written  on  the  fubjedl  of  dancing  :— 
^  ^  The  dance  pl0afes\us  -by  jts  agility,  by  a  certain 
'*  gracefulncfs,  by  its  beauty  and  variety  of  attitudes, 
^*  by  its  conoezion  with  mufic;  but  above  all,  it 
^  pleafes  us  by  a  certain  turn  of  our  brains,'  &c." — 

The 
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Tbe.  firft  flight  we  attended  thtt-  theatre 
J  wafli  extremely  ii^ittifitiTe,  and  afked  a 
thoufand  queftions  concernuag  the  diefles^ 
company,  &c« .  A. lady  who  va$  feated  m 
the  iame  box^  rtrj  politely  took  the  troa« 
Ue  to  explain  things  to  me;  and  indeed^ 
gave  me  all  the  intelligence  I  wifhed.-^ 
After  {hewing  me  a  few  of  the  moil  fa« 
ihionable  women,  among  whom  was  ili^ 
Jame  I'aUieny  ihe  aiked  me,  whether  I  did 

.not  think  her  extremely  handfome,  and 
her  drefc  charming  ? — ^and  then,  before  I 
could  poffibly  anfwer, — ^^  It  matters  not, 
'**  however,"  added  (he,  "  what  (he  wears, 
**  for  (he  fets  every  thing  oflF  to  the  great- 
•*  eft  advantage ;  yet,  as  you  appear  to  be 
"  a  ftranger,  I  would  recoi;nmend  to  you 
•*  to  notice  her  diefs,  it  being  the  neweft 
**  tafte,  and  called,  robe  ronde  h  la  Flore  *; 
*^  furely  nothing  can  be  more  become* 
**  uig.     The  lady,"  continued  flie,  «  that 


•*  •  Flora**  round  gown.' 


«ia 
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is  feated    on    the    right    of   Ma&me 
Tallien,  i$  dreffed  d  la  Berenice^  and  the 

other  on  the  left,  i  la  Ceris\  thofe 
three  charming  young  womeb  yoH 
fee  in  the  front  feat,  have  on  des  redin^ 
gotta  a  la  Galatit^^  a  drefe,  in  my  opi^ 
nion,  preferable  to  the  formef,*  S'om  its 
fitting  the  ihape  with  nicety,  and'  exhi-^ 
biting  it  to  the  greatefl:  advantage ;  bat 
in  fhoit,  we  have  fuch  a  variety,  and^il)  f6 
elegant,  that  you  will  be  puzzled  which  to 
admire  mod — a  clrcumftaoce,  of  courfe^ 
you  will  not  be  furprifed  at, — ^puifqttfe 
de  tou8  tem8,"  faid  ihd  fmilibg,:  ^^  left 
dames  Franyaifes  fe  font  rendues  c^^rek 
par  leur»  modes,  et  que  meme  toiites  les 
nations  du  globe  fe  font  emprcflees  dc 
•*  les  fuivre,  et  dc  nous  copier  f  • 

•  '«  Galatea's  riding-habit^" 

f  <<  Since  at  all  times  the  Fiench  hdies  have  been 

» 

<<  celebrated  for  their  faihions,  and  all  nations  have 
'<  been  eager  to  follow  and  copy  after  them." 

*5  "  There 
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'  "  There  are  two  in  the  next  box  to  us, 
which,  from  being  much  worn  by  les 
femmes  comTrie^lfaut*^  I  muft  alfo  recom- 
^  mend  to  your  notice, — the  one  in  white  is 
^  called,  l^habiilement  au  Uvet  d^Aurorc^^ 
**  and  the  other  in  ilue^  au  coucber  du  So^ 
**  leil  f  5  itfley  aire  both  uneommonfy  pretty ^ 
•**  and  certain  of  pleafing  thofe  who  have  a 
^  jufL  idea  of  tafte  and  fafliion/'-^Then 
tuttving  quickly  tp wards  a  gentleman  who 
Irad  been  fpeaking  to  her  fome  time,  but 
.whom  flxe^had.not  paid  the Jeaft attention 
40,  fhe  as  qi>;$.kly  turned  again  towards 

jBie;'  and  refuia^d  .  tljie  converfatLon,  .by 
/aylng,^*  Thifiga  ^e,  however,  wonder- 
:**  fuily .  change4  w4thin  theib  twQ  years ; 
^Sfqr  then  nothing  wasfeen  que  (Us  habits 
**  a  la  Houjfard^^^—a  la  Sans^culottes^-^a  U 
**  Jacobine^ — h  la  Guillotine^ — et  mime  a  la 


* . 


*  «  People  of  faihlon/'  . 

f  ««  Aurora's  morning  and  erening  drefles-'' 


**  Monarchl 


i> 


i 


^  Afyharcbic.£iAhrone^.--^'W2iS  ever  zay 
"  thing  fo  horrible  ?"  r  .  :    : 

The  balkt  now  commenped,  and  Vfery 
fortunately  relieved   me  from    a   furthet; 
continuance  of  her  baiily  which  now  begaik 
to  be  truly  fatiguing;,  for  :we  have  inva* 
riably  remarked,  though  more  particularly 
at  Paris,  that  the  French  f?iticy  they  enjoy, 
at  the  theatres,   an  unbounded  fhare   of 
liberty — the   females  /by   converfihg,  aad 
the   men  by  loudly   applauding  or  con- 
demning, during  the  pe^forma/nce,  what- 
ever agrees  or  difagrees  with  their  political 
principles  j  a  liberty  which  does  not  appear 
in  the  leaft  to  affed  their  next  neighbour, 
who,  in  all  probability,  may  be  of  a  differ- 
ent  opinion;    but  then  his  turn  conges 
next 

The  extreme  change  that  is  fo  confpl- 
cuous,  and  has  fmce  the  death  of  Robef* 
pierre   taken  place    in  the   charadler  and 

•  «*  HufHir,   Sans-colottes,    Jacobinc,    Guillotine, 
^'  and  evcD  dechroncd-monarchy  dreflcs." 

drefs 
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drcfi  of  the  major  pait  of  the  Parifian^, 
appears  to  have  equally  infiuenced  their 
political  ideas,  and  even  affed:ed  their 
pHnciples  of  reiigion ;  for  nothing  is  more 
certain,  than  that  the  generality  of  thofe, 
who,  during  the  reign  of  terror,  were 
either  Mheifts  or  deifts,  are  now  become 
moft  violent  advocates  and  fervent  apoi^ 
tics,  bordering  on  bigotry,  in  behalf  of 
&e  religion  they  then  fcoffed  at* 

This  fudden  change,  both  in  their 
manners  and  fentiments,  forms  not  only 
a  moft  fingular  contraft  with  their  for- 
mer condud,  bat  moft  efFedually  unmaflcs 
the  genuine  charadler  of  thofe  fame  indi* 
viduals,  who,  from  pufiUanimity,  adopt- 
ed, with  fuch  apparent  cnthuiiafm,  the 
foi-difant  philofophy,  fjhe/t  (o  much  in 
vogue,  the  better  to  conceal  their  real  fen- 
timents, and  confequently  get  into  power 
themfelvei,  or  elfe,  by  time  and  fubtlety, 
re-eftaWiffi  the  ancient  regime ;  but  who, 
from  having  miffed  both  objefts,    feem 

noMf 


now  determined  at  once  to  abjure  their 
error,  and  warmly  commence  a  crufade. 
in  fupporf  of  the  fame  religion  they  turned 
into  ridicule:— a  contrariety  tnriy  ftriking: 
—tut,  after  all,  has  not  every  profeffion 
its  quacks ;  and  why  ihould  religion  and 
philofophy  be  exempted  ? 

There  now  remains,  I  beKeve,  but  one 
fubjed,  and  that  rather  an  obfolete  one, 
on  which,  before  I  quit  Paris,  you  wiH 
expeA  me  to  employ  my  pen,  and  that  19 
the  BafiUle^  which,  by  its  fii^,  decided,  as 
it  were  in  a  moment,  the  fat€  of  France  ; 
and,  in  fome  meafure,  changed  the  ftatc  of 
all  Eufope :  for  the  unfortunate  -efieds 
that  refult  from  political  revohitions,  when 
theie  laft  a  certain  time,  may  be  com^ 
pared  to  diofe  which  originate  in  know^ 
ledge,  tbeje  being  never  known  to  xeb^o^ 
grade,  unlefs  checked  by  mighty  events  or 
extraordinary  caufes.  They  may  be  faid 
to  refemble  the  waves  of  a  tempeftuous 
ocean,  which  during  the  ftorm,  furges  and 

daihes 
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dafhes  its  waters, — ^then  oftentimes  ivA* 
dcnly  retires  from  the  coaft  it  is  accus- 
tomed to  bathe;  but  as  inftantaneoully 
returns,  rifes  above,  and  overflows  the 
whole,  remaining  thus  for  a  while  al- 
ternately beating  to  and  fro,  until  the 
particles  of  the  water  agitated  by  the 
wind  have  refumed  the  equilibrium  neceC- 
(ary  to  effed  a  calm.  But  a  truce  to  re- 
fiedion ;  and,  in  its  (lead,  accept^  of  a  little 
hifloric  fadt. 

This  ci*devant  ftate  pfifon  was  hereto*- 
fore  a  fortrefs,  eredted  in  1370,  during  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Fifth  of  France,  to 
proted  Paris  againft  the  attacks  ^f  the 
Englifh,  who  were  then  in  great  force  ; 
and  had  confequently  exifted  .419  years 
at  the  time  of  its  demolition.  There 
were  alfo  befides  this  many  otter  for- 
treflies  built  at  the  fame  period,  at.almoft 
every  gate  of  this  metropolis,  for  fimilar 
purpofes,  though  all  long  fince  erafed,  ex- 
cept that  which  flood  at  the  Porte  St.  An^ 

tboine^ 
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iboifie^  and  afterwards  cdnvcrted  into  the 
Baftille.  Its  original  (late  prifon  con- 
iifted  of  two  large  towers  only ;  but  as  it 
was  then  fuppofed  to  guard  k  Palais  de  la 
Tournclle^  one  of  the  refidenceb  of  ancient 
date,  belonging  to  the  crowned  heads  of 
France^  Charles  the  Sixth,  in  1383^  had 
fix  more  towers  added  to  the  two  firft, 
which  £dd  towers  were  afterwards  joined, 
as  it  were,  togetlier,  by  a  thick  high  wall, 
the  whole  fof ming  a  Idnd  of  citadel ;  fo 
that  it  wias  not  until  1553  that  the  mo« 
dern  works,  confiiling  of  bqftiom  were 
conftrui£led«  Thefe  were  again  increafed 
in  1634,  and  finally  remidned '  in' that 
ftate  till  1789,  an  epoch  not  to  be  for- 
gotten ;  when  the  people  of  Paris,  head- 
ed' by  La  Fayette,  repaired  in  mafs  to  this 
ancient  but  horrid  fpot,  and  may .  be  faid 
to  have  totally  annihilated  it,  as  there  now 
only  remains  the  baftions  and  original  ex- 
ternal walL 

T  The 
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Tbc  form  of  this  buildings  prior  td  its 
beiog  dehH)Ii&edy  was  th^t  of  a  kind  .of 
Irregular  parallelogram^  flanked  b}^  the  be- 
Ibre-fn^ntioded  towers,  and  was  34  toifes  in 
length,  and  1 8  in  its  trideft  exteAti  with^ 
'  <mt  indiicKng  the  proje^ion  df  the  towers^ 
.vhich  were  each  8  toifes  diameDen    The 
>ralHs  of  the  tower&  weire  iq  feet  thidc,  their 
&etg^  Bam  the  groimd  73  feet,  and '  tihe 
tK^hde  bbilt  of  freeftdne.   This  tremendous 
priibn  was  alft>  *  fnrround^d  by  a  fofTe  6 
toHcs  deep,  and  1 2  wide.     In  the  tt)wef s 
was  a  winding  ftatreafe,  that  communicated 
to  five  (fifierent  ftories,  fofming  as  manj 
detached   prifons    or  celld.     On   the-  top 
was  a  platform,  bordered  by  a  parapet^ 
where,  .now  and  then,  a  few  of  the  iitH 
fortunate  prifehers  werp  allowed-  to  breathe 
the  frefli  dir.     Here  likewife  were  placed 
twelve  or  thirteen  cd^nnons,  which,  on  pu1>» 
lie  rejxadngs,  were  fired,  as  with  ns  at 
the  Tower  of  London- 
.    .  '  The 
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The -f4fife//i  c»^  attn§ecrt«y  Were,  horrid 
to  relate,  1 9  feet  under  ground,-  and  the 
plaft  of  each  prifon,  that  of  a  polygon  of 
15  or  16  feet  di^ffiiter,  wKilft  their  heJght 
did  not  exceed  8.or  lo,  with  oAe  Tftiall 
graked'  window,  which  fcai^cely  ndtoitted 
Hgl^t  iiifiiciciiit  to  iUumine  the-  4afknefe  of 
the  wf etched  prifoncr,  and  thereby  throw 
feme  fdiall  ray  of  hope  to  foothe-  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  miferable  objeft  therein  con- 
fined. We  underftand,  that  at  the  peace 
%  fquare  vft  plac6  is  to  be  made  within  the 
wall  ftiil  ftanding,  with  a  piyramid  iti  its 
centre,  bearing  the  names  of  the  perfons 
who  fell  in  the  aflault  in  the  year  1789. 

In  this  fame  prifoni,*  and  in  one  of  the 
lower  dungeons,  If  a&  the  faitMus  ifon  cage 
(b  much  fpokeniOj^  placed, tfaeKMby  order 
of  Lewis  the  filereoth^and  fofry  am  I  to 
add,  that  at  the  fame  time  feveral  others 
were  fent  to  the  different  prifons  in  France, 
<:me  of  which  is  ftill    extant   at  Angers. 

The  dimenfions  of  the  one  in  the  Baftill^ 

T  2  wa*. 
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vras  fix  feet  fqiuic  ftt  its  bafe^  and  as  many 
in  height. 

Should  I  thus  proceed  much  longer  in 
defcribing  thefe  dark  and  dreary  regions, 
you  would  naturally  fuppofe,  that  had  the 
Baftille  exifted,  we  ihould  have  beeh  led, 
in  order  to  have  been  more  accurate,  to 
h^ve  fpeilt  fome  time  within  its  walls;  but, 
thank  God,  this  is  not  the  cafe ;  I  could 
not,  however,  difmifs  this  horrid  prifon 
from  my  mind,  withoiit  recolleding  how 
very  applicable  a  line  of  Dante  would  have 
been  as  an  infcription  for  the  portal  ;— 

**  Per  me  fi  va  nc  Tcterno  dolore.* 

Give  me  credit  for  the  intelligence  I  have 
coUe^ed ;  and,  as  we  are  to  be  off  early 
in  the  morning,  allow  me  to  bid  you  adieu 
for  theprefent* — So  no  more  from  Paris. 
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LETTER    XV. 


MonteretUy  Dec.  5. 

JriowEVER  my  curiofity  was  Ratified  by 
feeing  the  French  capital,  I  felt  no  regret 
at  leaving  it.  The  rapid  glance  I  had 
taken  of  it  completely  fatisfied  me,  and 
as  crowds  and  diflipation  have,  with  me, 
but  few  attractions,  I  hailed  the  hour  of 
our  departure,  though  the  feafon  of  the 
year  was  not  moft  propitious  to  a  country 
excuHion.  I  prefent  you  with  my  jour- 
nal ;  and  if  you  pronounce  it  dull,  I  fhall 
throw  fome  of  the  blame  on  this  gloomy 
month. 

No  very  enlivening  fcenes  prefented 
themfelves  on  our  quitting  Paris  by  the 
gate    St.  Anthoine.      We   approached    it 

» 

through  a  cultivated  region,  but  on  leav- 

T  3  ing 
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ing  it,  we  were  foon  plunged  iato  a  fcene 
of  negled:  and  defolation.  Who  could 
have  thought  that  we  were  within  half  a 

i 

league  of  the  cultivated  and  ornamented 
banks  of  the  Seine  h  ■  The  contrail  ftruck 
us. — **  What,"  faid  we,  "  can  be  the 
*•  caufe  that  land  which  appears  in  itfelf  to 
*^  be.  rich  and  good,  fhould  fep  in  {q  4c|o^ 
**  late  a  ftate,  and  that  too,  in  the  very 
*'  yipinity  of  the  capital,  and  within  a  few 
**  miles  of  the  feat  of  government  T' — *^  The 
•*  reyolution — ^that  prolific  fource  of  mife-. 
*^  ry — the  revolution,"  we  were  anfwcred, 
"  is  the  caufe/' — "  But  hpw,"  we  enquired, 
**  can  the  revolution  give  an  injproved 
**  cultivation  to  one  fide  of  Paris,  and  ne-r 
**  gledt  and  defertion  to  the  pther  ?"— 
•*  Here,"  iaid  they,  "  the  jand  which  ypu 
"  fee  having  become  national  prqpertyj, 
•^  through  the  emigration  of  its  former 
^^  owners,  it  remains  eith^f  unfold^  or  has 
^  been  difpofed  of  to-  iadlviduaJa  who 
**  have  bought  it  on  fpeoulatlon,  -and  un- 

«*  able 
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f^  able  to  cultivate  it ;  or,  under  the  nor 
^  tion  that  the  emigrants  will  he  recalled 
^  and  put  in  pofTeillon  of  their  eftates,  are 
^  ubwilling  to  improve  what  they  will  not 
•^  be  allowed  long  to  retain." 

At  the  miferable  village  of  Ciforenton  we 
croilied  the  river  Mame^  and  quitting  the 
high. road  that  leaids  to  Brie  and  Varcnncs^ 
'  we  took  that  which  pafTes  through  VHIc-- 
neuve^  St.  George^  and  Melun^  this  latteir 
having  been  recommended  to  us  a3  .the 
fafefl:  and  beft ;  but  we  had  fopu  a  verf 
unpleafant  fpecimen  of  its  fafety.     It  was 
our  purpofe  to  have  crotTed  the  extenfive 
foreft   of  Stnar  yefterday:    on   hearing, 
however,  at   Melun^   where  we  ftopped, 
that  a  murder  had  been  perpetrated  in  \% 
that  very  morning,  my  eagemefs  to  get 
forward,  I  muil  confefs,  was  wonderfully 
abated,  but  I  could  not  communicate  my 
womanifli   fears  to  the  coachtnan,   who 
perfuaded  B.  that  we  had  fufficient  time 
for  eroding  it  ere  there  could  be  the  leaft 

T  4  danger ; 
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danger;  and  that,  notwilhllanding  the 
landlord's  remonftrances  and  entreaties, 
we  ought  to  proceed. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  league,  howeyer, 
from  the  village,  we  were  met  by  a  nu- 
merous cavalcade,  confiding  of  an  opea 
cart,  efcorted  by  a  party  of  Gens  (PArmcs 
on  horfeback,  and  a  concourfe  of  people 
on  fooL  As  we  drew  near  they  halted, 
and  two  of  the  Gens  d^Armes  advanced  to 
our  cocbe^  to  apprize  him  of  wh»t  had 
happened,  and  to  recommend  to  him  not 
to  proceed. — He^  making  light  of  the  dan- 
ger, whipped  his  horfes,  and  perfifted  in 
going  on.  An  altercation  enfuing,  we 
ordered  him  to  ftop,  and  requefted  the 
jnen  to  explain  the  reafon.  They  repre-f 
fented  what  madnefs  it  would  be  for  us  to 
continue  our  route  acrofs  the  foreft  that 
night,  which  our  coachman  appeared  fo 
bent  on ;  for  that  villains,  in  numbers,  at 
that  moment  infefted  the  neighbourhood ; 
j^xd  though  they  were  but  juft  returned 

from 
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from  purfuing  them,  they  had  not  thea 
been  able  to  get  hold  of  any.  ^ 

"  Behold,"  faid  they,  ^  a  cruel  example 
**  of  imprudence!"  pointing  to  the  cart; 
^  for  there  lie  two  poor  wretches,  who, 
^'  at  an  early  hour  thb  morning,  fell  vio 
**  tims  to  their  courage,  or  rather  rafhneld : 
♦*  —attempting  to  contend  with  thofe  ian^ 
^*  dit/iy  they  were  mod  inhumanly  man- 
gled ;  whilft  a  third,  who  accompanied 
them,    is   to    all    appearance    mortally 
*'  wounded* — ^We    are   now   makings  the 
^^  heft  of  our  way  to  the  neareft  town,  to 
^*  procure  for  him  the  beft  affiftance,"  &c* 
They  pformed  us,  that  the  two  that  were 
dead,  were  butchers,  who  were  repairing 
to  a  faijr  ipme  few  leagues  diftant;  but 
that  thje  other  who  was  (kill  alive,  wras  a 
traveller,  whom  chance  had  led  that  way, 
^nd  was  thus  journeying  on  with  the  two 
former  at  the  time  they  were  attacked.    So 
iaying,  they  took  their  leave,  and  joined 
their  companions. 

Surely 
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Sturdy  I  seed  not  .tell  vou,  that  with- 
out  hefitation  we  decided  on  a  retrograde 
l&ovemeot^  and  drove  back  to  the  inn  we 
))4d  juft  left,  where  the  mafter  of  the 
houfe^  as  if  with  a  pre&ntimeat  of  our 
return,  was  ftaading  at  his  dpor  to  receive 

This  honeft  fellow,  fo  &r  firom  difcover* 
log  either  mortification  or  impertinence  on 
iDur  having  flighted  his  advice,  redoubled 
his  attentions ;  congratulating  us  on  having 
snet  with  thofe  who  had  more  influence 
than  himfelf  in  difluading  us  from  purfu* 
ing  our  route  ;  "  for,"  added  he,  ^*  we  are 
^  continually  hearing  of  robberies  and 
^'  murders  committed  by  the  abominable 
*^  villains,  called  cbduf-picds^  who  are  not 
^  only  numerous,  but  fally  forth  in  bands, 
*^  and  do  incredible  mifchief.  Scarcely  a 
V"  night  paflfes,  but  fome  of  the  adjacent 
^^  farm-houfes  are  furrounded  and  pillaged 
^  by  thefe  vnretchcs,  who,  previoufly  to 
^^  pilfering,  in  order  to  make  the  unfortu« 

"  nate 


u 


^  naite  bdngs  who  faij  'into  tbehr  cUstclieA 
^'  diYiHge  where  their  saonejrand'valual^ctt 
^  ere  depofited,  put  them  to  the  greatcft 
*^  torture  ;  firft  by  tying  thdir  hands'  and 
^^  feetf  andjthen  holdmg*^  latter  clofe  to 
**  the  fire,  (which  has  given  them  the  Ae* 
*♦  nomination  of  cbauf^pl^ds^)  until  th'ejr 
^  have  iUimplied.  This  being  done,  they 
^^  force;  theni  to  merition  the  name  and  re^ 
fidence  of  their  moil  opulent  neighbours^ 
that  they  may  aft^  tbem  in  the  fame 
**  way  next,  frequently  terminating  phm- 
^*  der  by  murder,  oij  elfe  leaving  the 
*^  poor  creatures  tied  together  clofe  to  a 
**  large  fire." 

Seeing  that  this  boirid  recital  ov^->' 
powered  my  nerves,  he*  chec|ced  him&If 
from  farther  details,  and,  ^  a  matter  of 
confolation,  afTured  me,  that  the  drea<i&if 
reign  of  theie  mpnft^s  would  be  ffi<^rt^ 
for  that  the  adjacent  parifhes  were  rafolted^ 
on  their  extermination  ;  that,  for.  this  pur*^ 
pofe,  they  were  Qrgauizing^  tbeinfelyes  into 

a  kind 
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a  kind  of  national  guard  to  patrole  both 
night  and  day ;  that  fix  of  thefe  wretches 
were  already  taken,  and  that  this  recent 
ttturder.  wouM  make  them  ftill  more  vigi- 
lant and  alot,  fo  that  he  doubted  not  they 
would  foon  be  enabled  to  make  fuch  ex-> 
amples  as  would  frighten  the  reft,  or  by 
force  to  drive  them  from  their  haunts  and 
lurking  places.  "  As  for  yourfelves,- '  con- 
tinued he,  ^^  I  have  not  the  leaft  apprehen- 
**  fion  for  your  fafety^  provided  you  ftay 
**  at  my  houie  till  morning.  My  fon, 
^^  who  this  night  patroles  with  two--and- 
•*  twenty  young  men.  of  the  environs,  will 
**  not  be  off  guard  when  you  crofs  the  fo- 
^^  reft,  it  being  thetr  agreement  to  continue 
^  until  they  meet  thofe  from  Melun^  con-« 
•*  fequcntly  the    road    will   be  perfedly 

^  fafe." 

Dropping  this  fubjed:,  he  amufed  us  by 
a  ntimber  of  anecdotes  of  what  had  hap* 
pened  in  his  Commune  lince  the  revolution, 
and  propofed  to  us  to  take  a  turn  in  his  gar-n 

den, 
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dcq,  which  he  (aid  was  juft  finiihed }  *^  for 
•*  why/*  continued  he,  "  fhould  I. conceal 
^^  from  you  that  I  have  purchafed  un  bicH 
^^  natignaly  on  which  I  have  built  this  inii, 
^^  in  the  hope  of  fettling  my  children  and 

^V  ipakiftg  them  happy,  having  detenmned 
**  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  farm,  and  at-^ 
"  tach  rtlyfelf  to  that  only?-  Do  .not, 
*^  however,  fuppofe  by  this  fpecUxie%t)u||^ 
*'  like  many  othqrs,  I  have  taken  advaxUag^ 
"  of  the  imfortunate ;— 'by  no  means  ;^—»oi| 
"  the  contrary,  I  glory  in  doing  what.  I 
^^  think  is  jufi,;  and  fetting  afide  what  I 
^^  have  alr^y  paid  to  government,  I 
"  regularly  pafs,  by  every  opportunity 
^^  that  o£fer8,  a  certain  fum  to  the  ci- 
^'  devant  proprietor,  who  is  now  with  hi% 
family  refUged  in  Switzerland,— H:ar, 
ma  foi,"  faid  he,  "  c'eft  un  brave 
^*  homme,  et  il  n'a  d'autres  defauts  que 
"  cdui  d^avoir  emigre.—Quel  dommage  ! 
^*  ^tant    fi    generalement  aime    de   nou» 

"  tous. 


cc 
cc 


^  totis*.  Had  he  remained  with  us,  we 
^  ihould  have  been  able  to  hare  gpt  hioi 
f'chofcii  tmc  df  our  riprifmtam^  ho^ 
V^  t£ii%.  could  ha:v^  been  more  eafy,  finc^ 
^  myfelfy  who;  unfortunitely,  canAot  everi 
^  wche,  have  been  eleded  tapiunm  dt  /i 

.:  J^Ieaibd  with  our^hoft,  and  fmHirig  at  his 
miffikUy  we  ftrid  wifh  him  feme  time,  and 
ftukii  ifctircd  f o  oiii^  apartmtnt.  Sleep  did  not 

•  •     • 

Ib'fbbil  ^  ex^ind  his  dowhjr  wffirgs"  oVer 

toe  2(4 'he  otherwife  would  have  done,  ow* 

I  •    .   »   • 

Jtig'  to  the  ftroryg  'fmpreflrornnhit  tlie  occur- 
ifences  df  the  da^y  Rad  made  ort  fh^  mind.  I 
felt  fometimes''as  if  I  had  betn  reading  a 
tertrific  fc6tae  in  a  hovel.'  Hefleditig  on  it 
tS'  a  reality,  I  felt  grateful  to  Heaven  for 
€ur  narrow  efcape*,  and  epngratulated  my- 


»  • 


^  ^  «*  I^)r  indeed  be  is  3  worthy  niafi,  ai»d  h^A  ft6 
««  other  fault  but  that  of  having  emigrated. — :Wh^J 
•*  pity  f   Ke   having  been  generally  lovcci  by  all  of 

fel£ 
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,felf  On  belonj^jig.  ^^a  country,  whofe  fo- 
refts  a,re  not  fci^uented  .by  banditti^  and 
whofe  government  is  not  under  the  necef- 
f^Kf\  of  chufing  capl^in^  for  the  army 
from  thofe  who  cannot,  write. 

la  tt^etS^o^ing  y^t  w^fe  fumftK)Qed  be- 
times^ having  far  to  go  its  the  co.trfe  of 
the  d^y, -^^nfid^ripg^^  ids  extreme  ihorc^ 
n^s^i  an^b^iide&i  it  had  been  decided  that 
we  were  op  ifo  account  to  attempt  travel- 
ling after^  dufk.  We  were  ready  to  fet  of 
before  it  was  light,  when,  inftead  of  a 
fmiling  horizon,  a  thick  fog  prevailed^ 
and  we  were  forced  to  folicit  the  afTiilance 
of  fome  of  the  men  belonging  to  our 
hoft,  who  with  lanterns  accompanied  uf 
part  of  the  way ;  but  confident  of  meeting 
the  patrole  the  landlord  had  fpoken  of,  w^ 
difmiflcd  his  men  as  fioon  as  the  co^f^im^n 

« 

was  able  to  find  out  the.  track  witho.tfli 
help.  I  f;ty  tracks  for  as  for  a  road^  tha^ 
is  quite  out  of  the  queftion,  it  having  beexi^ 
fioce  the  revolution  fo  broken,  ^uid  the 

turf 


turf  Co  growii,  intomised  Aivith  lafgtf 
ftones^  that  you  cati  j&either  advance  with 
difpatch/nor  indeed  with  fafety. 

I  wiihed  now  that  we  had  not  been 
fuch  early  rifers,  for  we  found  ourfdves 
further  advanced  in  the  foreft  than  we  in- 
tended.  My  fears  became  very  trouble- 
fome.  B.  did  all  in  his  powfcr  to  tran- 
quillize  my  nerves.  I  rcpfobatcd  our 
rafhnefs  and  indifcretion.  I  anticipated  all 
attack  from  the  chauf-pieds  or  cbauffeitri^ 
as  they  are  oftener  called,  who  to "  robbery 
in  general  add  murder. 
^  All  trepidation,  arid  half  dead  with  ap- 
prehenfion,  I  was  roufed  by  a  confufed^ 
though  diftant,  noife  of  voices  and  fuftlihg 
among  the  trees.  Now  judge  what  were 
toy  fenfations  !  I  gave  myfelf  up  for  loft. 
B»  endeavoured  to  perfuade  me  that  it  was 
the  guard  returning  from  Montgercn.  ^  Tlie 
voices  approached,  grew  more  diftindt-,  and 
the  air  refotinded  with  violent  fits  of 
daughter  and  patriotic   fongs.      No  poor 

*j  wretch 


Wretcli  Reprieved  under  the  gallovrs  could 
haVe  c*perienced  a  more  fudden  tranfitiort 
from  fear  to  joy,  than  I  did  at  the  appear- 
ance  of  a  body  of  military,  the  captain  of 
which  almoft  immediately  relieved  out 
anxiety,  by  a&ing  the  coachiiian— »-Who 
were  in  the  carnage  ?  and  telling  him,  if 
We  were  fteering  the  fafne  courfe,  his  meii 
fhould  protect  us. 

This  ciyility  was  not  lefs  furptifing  than 
it  was  acceptable^  The  officer,  however^ 
foon  gave  us  to  underftand  that  he  and  hia 
detachment  had  flept  in  the  fame  villagd 
as  ourfelves,  though  at  a  different  houfe  j 
and  that  our  aubergifte^  anxious  fot  but 
fafety,  had  ftrongly  recommended  us  to 
his  proteftion.  Gratitude  could  not,  you 
may  be  afiured,  have  been  more  warmly 
exprefled  than  on  the  prefent  occafion; 
and,  as  it  was  impoilible  to  go  fafter  than 
a  walking-pace,  my  companion  left  the 
carriage  and  proceeded  on  foot  with  our 

friend  in  the  for  eft. 

u  In 
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In  the  courfe  of  converfsition  we  learnt 
that  thefe  men,  who  might  be  about  two 
hundred,  were  a  detachment  belonging 
to  the  army  of  La  Vendee,  partly  com- 
pofed.of  men  of  the  firft  requifition,  and  a 
few  old  troops,  then  in  their  way  to  Cba^ 
Ions  in  Burgundy,  where  they  were  to 
meet  fome  of  their  companions^  and  an*^ 
other  corps  from  the  army  of  the  Rhine ; 
thence  lb  proceed  to  Chambery,  crofs  the 
Alps  before  the  intenfe  cold  fhould  fet  in, 
andixcinfdrce  the  army  of  Italy.  "  For,.^ 
faid  he,  ''  the  Directory  is  determined  to 
*'  hazard  every  thing  in  order  to  get  pof* 
*'  feffio'n  of  Mantua,  fince  the  overtures 
•^  for  peace  made  by  the  French  Govern- 
*'  ment  to  the  Emperor  had  qot  only  been 
"  decUped,  but  r$:j/e£ted;  with  contempt ; 
*'  and  you  will  fee,  Mpnfieur,"  added  he^ 
"  that  we  fhall  fucceed  j  and,  though  I 
*'  know  not  to  whom  I  may  be  fpeiaking, 
**  or  whether  you  may  be  of  our  way  of 
"  thinking  or  uot,  yet  am  I  too  generous 

"  tft 
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^  to  urge  you  to  explain  j  it  is  fu£Ecient 
^  that  you  are  a  traveller,  and  in  deed  of 

•^affiftaflce." 

AU  this  wis  charming,  and  I  was  de- 
lighted with  pur  rencontre.  This  young 
man,  whofe  appearance  and  demeanour 
indicated  a  perfonof  education,  during 
the  ancient  regime  belonged  to  the  royal 
corps  of  Gens  d^Armes.  From  what  we 
could  colled  by  his  converfation,  he  was 
not  an  entire  convert  to  the  doftrine  of 
pure  democracy ;  yet,  like  the  generality 
of  French  militaire^  an  enthuflafl  in  the 
extreme  for  the  glory  of  his  country,  an4 
ready  to '  facrifice  every  thing  to  what  is 
termed  national  bonouf^ 

We.  offered  him  a  place  in  the  csirriage, 
which  he  politely  declined,  obferving  with 
a  fmile,  that  he  ha(i  long  fiiice  loft  the 
habit  of  riding,  the  prefent  government 
allowing  horfes  only  to  thofe  oi  fuperior 
rank. 

U  2  Whilft 
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Whilfl:  we  Vrere  thua  chatting*^  ffa^ 
young  mea  from  Montgeron  paficd^  and 
feeing  us  fo  well  efcorted,  contiaueid  tbgW 
route  without  fioppmg*  Here  fioiding 
ourfehes  perfe&Iy  fafe^  aiid  thb  road  iwi^ 
proving)  we  took  our  kar^,  and  drcJiBg 
the  wretched  village  of  Ueur/atnty-  reached 

Mfihrf  to  dinnen 

.  •   *  •         ♦  

The  foreft  of  S^nar  we  had  jnft  tat>fled, 

and  which,  prior  to  the  revolution,  bdong* 
ed  to  the  crown,  is  extenfive,  as  you  ma;^ 
eafily  credit  when  I  tell  you,  that  ^t-  tht 
'fpac*  of  fix  leagues,  or  eighteen  EttgliA 
miles,  we  journeyed .  through   it*    There 

m 

are  even  at  prefent  the  origimd  lodges  aK- 
lotted  for  the  roysJ  gsim^-ke^eM^  feverai 
,of  which  we  pafTed,  tksmghin  a  ruinous 
jcondition*  Its  .avcRites  are  atfo.  nuine^ 
rqy^  cojg[\pofed  of  lofty  trees,  that  lofe 
themfelves  in  the  expanfe  of  the  fbreft* 
At  any  other  time,  and  under  -  dxfierent 
circumftances^  I  fhould  have  been  much 

plcaled^ 
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pleafed ;  .  but   terror  prevents  all  delight 
frohi  foreft  fcenery.     I  rejoiced  at  having 

arrived  at  Mdun^  . 

Of  this  town  I  (hall  fay  little.  Its  po* 
pulatioa  is  now  eflimated  at  fix  thoufand 
fouls ;  and  before  the  revolution,  owing  to 
its  defiraUe  and  advantageous  fituation  oh 
the  Scine^  ite  trade  was  confiderable.  lis 
environs  are  alfo  both  rural  and  romantic, 
being  feated  nearly  at  the  entrance  of  two 
beautiful  valleys,  lined  with  hills  Covered 
with  vines. 

From  Melun  we  proceeded  towards 
Montereauy  a  town  of  no  inconfiderable 
(ize,  built  at  the  confluence  of  the  Seine 
and  the  Yqnne^  both  navigable  rivers. 
The  road  oflfcrs  nothing  particularly  inte- 
refting  till  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the 
town,  when  the  country  expands  and  ex- 
hibits a  moft  charming  valley,  watered  by 
the  before-mentioned  rivers, which  meander 
through  its  centre,  whilft  the  hills^on  each 
fide  form  a  kind  of  ampbitheatre,  filled 

w  3  with 
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with  vines  down  to  the  very  edge  of  the(e 
rivers,  diverfifying  the  fcene,  and  forming 
a  truly  beautiful  landfcap^.-^But  I  am  nol 
a  poet  to  make  it  I  , 

*^  Live  in  defcription,  and  look  green  in  fong  f 

And  if  I  were,  after  the  adventure  of  the 
day,  I  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  b?  in  a  hu« 
piour  for  it  j— fo 

Adieu. 
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AveloQy  in  Burgundy,  Dec.  8. 

They  fay,  that  **  woes  clufter," — that 
^  forrows  come  not  fingle  fpies,  but  in 
**  battalions." — I  know  not  whether  alarms 
obferve  the  fame  rule,  but  this  I  know, 
that  before  I  was  recovered  from  one 
fright  I  was  plunged  into  another. 

Scarcely  had  we  alighted  from  the  car- 
riage at  Montercau  than  we  perceived  a 
violent  bullle,  the  national  guard  under 
arms,  drums  beating,  and  the  people  in  the 
greateft  confter nation.  I  felt  myfelf  fo 
much  agitated,  that  although  we  had  fixed 
on  fleeping  at  this  place,  I  was  for  conti- 
nuing our  route.  Neceflity^,  however,  en- 
forced fubmiffion.  My  uneafinefe  difco- 
vering  itfelf  to  the  hoilefs,  a  fat  woman, 

u  4  who 
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who  had  all  the  appearance  of  not  being 
eafily  difcompofedy  drugged  up  her  (boul- 
ders, and  faid,  *^  On  voit  bien  que  c^eft 
**  la  premiere  fois  que  vous  voyagez  dans 
♦*  un  pays  en  revolution,  autremcat  vous 
^*  ne  feriez  pas  fi  tot  effrayee*. 

The  commotion  that  bad  alarmed  me  I 
Ibund  to  have  arifen  &om  the  town  hav-p 
!ng  been  denounced  by  a  Jacobin,  un  bu- 
veur  de  fangf,  as  being  full  of  ariftocrats, 
As  to  the  matter  of  fadt,  our  hoftefs  af- 
,  fured  us  that  every  fyllable  the  villain  had 
advanced  was  falfe ;  for  the  m^giftrates  of 
ber  town  were,  flie  was  confident,  of  the 
right    fort,    having    been    chofen    from 
among  le  parti  des  honndtes  gens:^,  (an 
epithet  now  generally  given  to  thofe  who 
iq  fome  meafure  object:  to  the  exi(ting  go? 

*  <<  One  dearly  fees  that  this  is  the  firft  time  of 
fff  yoi^r  Itra^elling  in  a  coiintry  dqring  a  revolution, 
«•  otherwife  yoa  would  not  be  fo  foon  frightened." 

f  A  blood-fucker. 

^  Tbe  party  of  honeft  people^ 

vernment| 


Temment«  and  incline  towards  monarchy ; 
in  fine,  thofe  who  wiih  for  the  eonftitiH 
tion  of  1789,)  and  whom,  ihe  added,  for 
faayiog  JeuUment  laiflTo  fubfifter  leur  cultc% 
were  co  be  difgraced,  and  the  poor  inhs^ 
bitants  accufed  of  Cbouannerie  and  royal** 
ifm.  How  unjuft ! — **  But  this/*  conti-- 
nued  ihe,  ^^  is  nothing,  and  will,  I  trufl^ 
^^  end  like  the  reft,  in  mere  noif^ i^  f9 
faying,  (he  left  me  to  myfel£ 

The  evident  inconfiftency  of  diis  rela^^ 
tion  prevented  my  giving  it  any  cre- 
dit, though  delivered  with  an  air  df  con^ 
fidenee*  B/s  looks  on  his  return  from 
making  inquiries  into  the  ftate  of  matteiB^ 
forcibly  corroborated  my  fufpicions.  I 
learnt  from  him,  that  the  tumult  was  far 
from  being  appealed,  that  women  and 
children  had  now  taken  purt  in  it,  and 
that  hofUlities  might  be  expected  to  com- 
mence ;  for  fwords  were  unfh^thed,  and 

♦  *«  Merely  for  having  allowed  their  religi<ms  wor» 
^*  Piip  to  renvaiOf" 

th9 
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the  former  had  flimulated  the  men  to  ex^* 
tremities ;  befides,  he  had  alfo  fome  fears 
for  our  peribnal  fafety,  as  a  few  individuals 
who  had  remarked  the  carriage  in  the 
yard,  had  already  defignated  him  by  the 
appellation  of  arijiocrat;  and  as  z.furcroit'^ 
to  our  prefent  embarraflment,  he  had 
found  that  the  woman  of  the  houfe  was 
pbnoxious,  as  being  a  known  royalift,  a 
bigot  in  the  extreme,  and  a  protestor  of 
two  refradlory  priefts,  whom  ftie  kept  con- 
cealed under  her  roof,  and  who,  in  return 
for  her  g6od  offices,  gave  her  abfoluttotiy 

and  adminiftered  other  ghofily  confolation. 
This  intelligence,  particularly  unpleafant  in 
our  fituation,  did  not,  however,  furprife 
me ;  having  found  in  moft  of  the  places 
through  which  we  have  paffed,  that 
though  the  fevolution  may  have  totally 
deftroyed  all  principles  of  religion  in  many 
of  the  French,  the  reft  have  taken  the 
Pther  extreme,  and  not  only  redoubled  their 

♦  Addition, 

fervou?;* 
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fervour  and  devotion,  but  become  nior« 
attached  to  all  the  myfteries  of  fuperfti-. 
« tion  ;  fo  much  fo,  that  at  this  moment  thq 
priefts  that  are  concealed  are  numerous^ 
and  have,  ^mongfl:  the  peafantry  and  fe-» 
males  in  particular,  more  influence,  if  pof- 
fible,  than  ever  ;  are  confequently  capable^ 
from  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  of  occafioning 
much  mifchief,  and  by  mifleading  thefe 
poor  credulous  beings,  infligate  them  to 
fuch  fcenes  as  have  already  been  ^xhibitec} 
In  La  Vendee. 

The  contention  continued,  and  the  vsro- 
man's  party  of  the  foi-difant  l^onnetes  gent^ 
being  fuperior  in  point  of  number  to  the 
others,  I  know  not  what  might  have  been 
the  confequenpe,  had  not  oujr  detachment, 
or  at  lead  the  one  which  had  offered  us 

t  a 

protection,  arrived  in  time  to  be  put  in  im- 
mediate requifitiprj  by  the  new  munici- 
pality fent  from  Paris,  and  thus  enabled 
them  to  enforce  the  law,  by  changing  the 
pld  one,  re-organizing  the  national  guard, 

and, 
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and,  in  (hort,  doing  every  thing  that  could 
be  done  to  reftore  order  and  tranquillity  for 
the  moment. 

Thia  point  fettled  I  grew  calm,  and,  after 
^ifhing  my  journal,  threw  myfelf  on  the 
ted  in  hopes  of  getting  a  little  reft ; — when 
no  fooner  had  I  forgotten  myfelf,  than  I 
was  fuddenly  aroufed  by  a  drum  beating 
violently  under  my  window,  which,  as 
you  may  fuppofe,  had  fome  effed  on  my 
nerves  after  the  fright  of  the  preceding 
evening;  but  when  I  found  it  merely  a 
cuftomary  reveil  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  to  indicate  the  departure  of  the 
focb^  d^eau^  which  regularly  goes  from 
hence  to  Paris,  the  Seine  and  the  Yonne 
being  both  navigable,  as  noticed  in  my 
laft,  I  felt  provoked,  and  inftead  of  at^ 
tempting  to  make  up  for  loft  time,  we  got 
ready  for  our  departure,  and  quitted  this 
Jurbulent  town  between  five  and  fix. 

As  foon  as  there  was  fufficient  light  to 
(Ufpetti,  we  perceived  that  the  road  from 

15  henco 


hence  continues  on  a  high  weli*conftru£te(t 
tbaujfety  or  caufeway^  for  the  fpace  of  two 
EngKfli  miles,    paffing    acrofs  meadows^ 
^hlch  in  the  fpring  are  totally  under  war« 
ter,  until  k  joins  the  one  from  Pant  to 
VijoHy  by  the  way  of  Fontainbleau^  a  road 
too  well  known  to  enter  into  particulars^ 
having  been  often  frequented  by  many  of 
my  countrymen,  though  neVcr,  I  am.  con-» 
vinced,  in  its  prefent  ftate ;  for  it  is  now 
in  fo  lyoeful  a  condition,  and  fo  dread-^ 
fully  out  of  repair,  that  we  were  forced  to 
make-  the  heft  of  our  way  out  of  the  main 
rpad,  through  fields  and  meadows  where 
we  ought  not  to  have.trefpafied ;  and  un^ 
lefs  the  French  government  takes  this  ob^ 
]cSt  into  immediate  confideration,  it  will 
foon  be  impaflable. 

The  wretched  village  of  Fojfard  was 
the  next  place  we  pafled  by  after  leaving 
Montereau^  and  truly  miferable  it  appears, 
the  whole  confifting  of  a  few  falling  huts, 
-half  unroofed,  paper  windows,  and  every 

fymptom 
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fymptam  of  poverty;  but  the  adjace&f 
country  as  far  as  Villeneuve  la  Guyard 
made  amends,  being  romantic  and  fruit-^ 
ful,  interfered  With  vineyards,  corn  fields/ 
and  meadows ;  the  hills  alfd  begin  ta 
heighten,  and  vines  increafe^  extending  ta 
the  very  edge  of  the  road  ;  fo  that  during 
the  vintage  feafon,  this  mufl;  be  cue  con^ 
tinual  fcene  of  mirth  and  gaiety. 

Sens^  where  we  made  fome  ftay,  is  a 
large  town,  the  ci-devant  capital  du  Seno* 
nois^  Jbut  now,  I  think,  in  the  department 
of  jiubt.  Here  we  met  with  an  excellent 
inn,  and  as  la  table  d^bSte  was  ferving  as 
we  entered,  without  further  ceremony  we 
joined  the  party. 

The  company,  which  conHfted  of  a 
dozen  befides  ourfelves,  was  partly  com^- 
pofed  of  conftitutional  priefts,  a  few  rc- 
fraftory  ones  in  difguife,  (who  might  not 
have  been  fufpeded  as  fuch,  had  not  the 
warmth  of  their  argument  betrayed  them,) 

and  three  or  four  other  individuals.     The 

fubje£t 
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lubje<^  ia  debate  was  politics  and  the  new 
conilitution,  on  which  each  party  flowed 
themielTes  to  fpeak  with  great  freedom. 
Growing  animated  in  difpute,  a  decent- 
looking  man,  whom  we  fince  found  td 
have  been  before  the  revolution  a  refpeft- 
able  negociant  in  one  of  the  neighbouring 
towns^  endeavoured  to  moderate  matters, 
by  remarking,  that  although  a  continua-* 
tion  of  the  war  had  been  a  great  injury  to 
himfelf  and  his  family,  who  would  have 
been  reduced .  to  the  moft  extreme  -iBifery 
had  he  not  fortunately  purchafed  a  fmal! 
portion  of  national :  property,  which  they 
now  cultivated  and  lived  on;  yet,  he 
Ihould  ftill  maintain,  that  as  the  French 
had  been  .fo  rafh  as  .to  engage  An  a  revo- 
lution, they  were  bound  to  fupport  it  • 
though  he  perfedtly  agreed,  they  were 
merely  in  their  infahcy  with  refpeft  to 
having  a  juft  idea  of  liberty, — «  Moi 
"  meme/'  added  he  raifing  his  voicfc, 
"  qui  ai  deja  compte  mes  cinq  dizaines. 


J  ai 
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^  yal  dependant  march^  il  y  a  quatre  aiM  I 
^  rarmee  du  Nord^  avec  fix  de  roes  fils^ 
*'  ct  tous  Toluntaire^ : — ainfi  vous  voycz 
"  que  j'ai  la  confolation^  avant  de  mourir^ 
<*^'avoir  ett  la  gknre  de  fcrvir  ma  patrie 
^  et  la  libertc*/' 

Here  id  ao  example  of  real  cnthufiafiij 
tirhich  in  thefe  times  is  not  uncommon  in 
France. 

The  city  of  Sens  is  ancient ;  its  cathe« 
dral  is  of  the  fame  fize  as  Noirt  Dame  at 
Faris^  and  was  once  admired  for  the  beau* 
ty  of  its  ftatues  and  bas-refiefs^  but  tm- 
fortunately  Pejprit  rcvolutionaire  has  here 
been  carried  fuch  lengths^  that  the  whole 
of  thefe  pieces  6f  fculpture  hare  either 
been  erafed  or  elfe  exiled  to  fome  of  the 


•  «*  I  myfelf,  who  am  fifty  years  old,  hare  never- 
^  thelefs  marched  for  four  years  with  the  army,  of  the 
**  ISTorth,  with  my  Cz  fons»  all  volunteers : — fo  that 
*«  you  fee  that  I  have  the  confolation,  'before  I  die,  of 
**  having  had  the  glory  of  ferving  my  oountry  and 
«•  liberty." 

inner 
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tnner  chapels,  negteded  and  forgotten; 
whilft  the  fmall  Gothic  figures  on  the 
outfide  of  the  church,  amouoting  to 
fome  thoufarids,  reprefenting  the  apoftles, 
martyrs^  &c.,  have  all,  as  at  Paris,  one 
after  the  other,  been  decapitated  ;-~< 
confequently  judge  with  what  perfever- 
ance. 

We  vifited  the  infide  of  that  edifice  on 
purpofe  to  view  the  painted  window, 
which  is  beautiful,  and  has,  to  a  miracle, 
efcaped.  The  ibrvice  of  the  church  is 
alfo  re-eilabliihed,  and  performed  by  three 
priefts  aJfermcHtis^  fupported  by  the  inha- 
bitants, fo  that  every  thing  goes  on  with 
great  tranquillity*  As  for  the  reft  of  the 
churches,  convents,  &c.  here,  like  every 
where  elfe,  they  have  nearly  ihared  a  fimi- 
lar  fate ;  fome  being  transformed  into  balks ^ 
or  markets,  for  corn  in  particular ;  others 
into  fchools  primary  or  communales  ;  or  de- 
molifhed  and  difpofed  of  as  national  pro- 
perty, 

X  FroxA 
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Ttom  Sem  to  VUUnieuve  U  Rot  tKe  toad 
nins  for  ibme  dlftance  along  the  banks  of 
the  Tonne^  which  flowft  in  the  centre  of 
an  extenfiTe  valley^  forming  alternately  a 
chord  and  tangent  to  the  different  mean* 
derings  of  the  river.  Here  again  the 
beaaty  of  the  country  increafes  as  far  a» 
Joigny^  where  we  crofTed  the  river  on  a 
ftone  bridge^  and  then  continued  for  the 
ipace  of  nine  Englifh  miles  tibroiigh 
wretched  sttki  fwampy  grounds ;  and  when 
arrrred  at  Baffon^  a  mllerable  village,  de« 
teftable  inn,  dirty  people^  and  imperti^ 
nent  landlord,  we  could  fcarcely  gain  ad'- 
mittance.  I  recoUefled  here  SbendOhe^s 
complimentary  lines  On^  an  Ink^  and 
which  Dn  Johnfon,  from  his  partiality  ta 
inns,  ufed  to  repeat,  but  could  not  apply 
them  on  the  prefent  occafion : 


«  Whoever  has  travcllM  life's  dull  round, 
««  Where'er  his  ftagcs  may  have  been ;.  * 

«<  May  figh  to  think  that  he  has  found 
<<  Tht  warmeft  welcome  at  an  laQr ' 

Thefe 
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•  Thefe  lines  are  truly  dcfcriptive  of  Eng- 
IHh  inns,  but  are  not  ^nerally  applic;able 
to  thofe  on  the  Continent* 
,  The  keeper  of  this  having  gleaned  fome 
property  from  the  revolution,  holds  every 
<me  cheap  exbept  his  own  iet,  and  treats 
every  other  with  the  greateft  infolence* 
We  made  of  courfe  as  (hort  a  ftay  as 
poflible,  and  proceeded  ta  Auicerre^  a  large 
town  on  the  confines  of  Burgundy.  Here 
we  fpnnd  an  excellent  inn  on  the  banks 
of  the  TotmCyT^  houfe  which  doubtlefs 
had  belonged  to  fome  opulent  indivi- 
dual,  or  perfon  of  faihion,  from  the 
diilribution  of  the  building,  elegance 
of  furniture,  extenfivenefs  of  garden,  &c., 
but  is  now  unfcMctunately  fallen  into  the 
bands  of  people  who  wilj,  from  want  of 
prdertand  method,  jToot^  derange  the  whole, 
they  being,  like  the  generality  of  the  • 
French,  dirty,  and  having  every  thing  in 
confuiion. 

X  2  This 
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This  town  is  worth  feeing,  hting 
large,  handfome,.  and  the  capital  of 
L'Auxerrois.  ks  trade,  owing  to  its  ad^ 
vantageous  pofition  on  the  river  Tonne^ 
was,  prior  to  the  revolution,  confiderable. 
There  are  many  elegant  buildings,  fuch  as 
the  cathedral,  dedicated  to  St.  Stephen,  a 
number  of  ci-devant  convents  and  monafte- 

ries,,  now  either  demolifhed,  difpofed  of^ 
or  deferted ;  but  ftill,  we  are  told,  there 
are  feveral  good  inftitutions  extant,  two 
of  which  we  pafied  on  entering  the  town  ; 
viz.  one  an  afylum  for  the  aged  and  in^ 
firm,  and  the  other  for  orphans.  We 
were  not  able  to  fee  the  whole,  being 
obliged  to  fet  off  by  five  the  next  morn- 
ing; which,  although  at  this  feafon  of 
the  year,  we  were  not  afraid  to  do  by 
moonlight.  We  now  began  to  tpave^ 
acrofs  a  mountainous  country,  by  roads 
which  are  fo  bad  that  we  expefted  every 
moment  to  be  overturned ;  yet  we  arrived 

fafe. 
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fafe^  though  much  fatigued  and  out  of 
ipirits,  at  Avelon^  in  Burgundy,  whercj^ 
whilft  fupper  is  preparing,  I  am  finifhing 

< 

my  packet.  From  what  place  I  fhall  write 
next  I  cannot  fay,  but  you  may  depend  on 
its  being  foon*     Adi€u« 

Yoiur's  fincerely. 


X  3 
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LETTER    XVII. 


Pont  de  Pany,  Dec.  12. 

From  Avelon  to  this  place  little  has  oc- 
curred worth  recital.  Our  three  days 
journey  may  be  almoft  fummed  up  in  three 
words,— dirt — ^poverty — ^and  infolence. 

There  are  no  turnpikes^  they  fay,  in 
France  : — it  would  be  very  hard  if  there 
were ;  for  there  are  no  roacby  at  leaft 
where  we  have  lately  been  travelling. 
Broken  wheels  and  traces  have  been  in  the 
lift  of  our  misfortunes ;  and  in  one  place 
we  were  glad  of  the  affiftance  of  four  oxen 
to  help  to  drag  us  up  a  hill,  the  poft- 
houfe  being  unable  to  furnifh  us  with  any 
animals  called  borfes. 

At  SemuTy  where  we  were  detained  to 
repair  damages,  B.  did  not  fail  to  fpecu- 

late 
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lajbe  on  the  ftate  of  polities ;  but  he  found 
at  the  Cqffi  de  la  I^ion  more  iin|)ertuiecLce 
than  information*  Sufpeding  him  to  be 
an  Engliihman,  fome  perfons  there  were 
by  no  means  difpofed  to  treat  him  with 
civility.  National  prejudice  waj  preparing 
to  difplay  itfelf  j  he  therefore  left  the 
room. 

But  his  vifit  was  not  altogether  firuitlefs. 
A  young  man  who  had  been  in  the  army, 
and  who,  according  to  his  own  acoount, 
had  been  a  prifoner  in  England,  foUowed 
him  out,  and,  after,  apologifing  for  the 
behaviour  of  his  countrymen,  begged  to 
accompany  him  to  our  inn.  I  was  flat- 
tered by^  his  partiality  to  our  country,  was 
intexefted  by  his  m^ncholy  hiftory^  and 
indebted  to  him  for  ap  introduction  to  his 
amiable  family. 

He  did  not  fuffer  us  to  be  in  any  doubt 
about  hid  political  opinions.  Though  he 
had  fought  for  the  republic,  he  was  not  a 
friend  tq  it.     While  he  had  been  expofmg 

X4  his 
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his  life  in  the  army  he  had  loft  his  &ther 
and  mother  by  the  hand  of  revolutionary 
violence  at  home ;  his  property  had  been 
defpoiled,  and  his  fix  fifters  left  without 
provifion. 

Trials  thefe  of  patriotifm  and  public 
virtue  !  Whatever  charms  there  may  be 
in  the  idea  of  Liberty,  if  her  approach  is  to 
be  attended  with  fuch  facrifices,  who  but 
muft  abate  of  their  admiration  ?     Revoln-- 

tions  bought  veith  oceans  of  blood  muft  be 
a  fource  of  lamentation  to  thoufands. 

You  may  judge  of  the  feelings  of  our 
young  acqusuntance  by  his  language  when 
he  introduced  us  to  his  fifters;  "  Permettez 

que  je  vous  introduis  mes  foeurs,  dont 
je  fuis  devenu  le  pere ; — et  c'eft  le  fruit 
**  de  la  revolution  que  nous  venous  d'c* 
«  prouver*  "  . 

*  ''  Give  me  Icare  to  introduce  tnj  fifters  to  yo«, 
«  of  whom  I  am  become  the  father :— this  is  the  fruit 
**  pf  the  revolution  that  we  have  experienced,** 

They 
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They  were  a  very  interefting  and  afied- 
Ing  group ; — ^young,  but  not  handfome  ;— 
all  were  employed,  but  care  and  melan- 
choly fat  on  their  countenances.  Their 
habitation,  though  fmall,  was  neat;  and 
the  manner  of  their  receiving  us  evinced 
their  having  feen  better  days.  The  bro- 
ther, "mih  tears  in  his  eyes,  recounted  the 
misfortunes  of  himfelf  and  of  his  family, 
and  the  great  difficulty  he  found,  though 
he  had  been  fighting  for  the  republic,  of 
recovering  even  a  part  of  his  property* 
His  fifters,  he  told  us,  had  been  indebted 
to  a  charitable  neighbour  for  a  temporary 
afylum,  otherwife  the  confequences  muft 
have  been  more  dreadful  than  they  were. 

«'  By  this  time,"  faid  the  eldeft  fifter, 
^  you  muft  be  convinced  that  my  bro- 
"  ther's  patriotifm  has  been  fadly  recom- 
^*  penfed."  We  nodded  affent ;  and,  as 
this  fuffering  family  were  greatly  affe£ted 
by  their  brother's  difcourfe,  we  endea- 
Toured  to  change  the  fubjed,  and  fucceeded, 

by 
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by  diverting  thieir  atteatioa  frpfji  their  pri- 
x^e  forrows  to  public  and  general  .^*u^ic>as« 
I  will  not  repeat  the  obfervQli^ns  pf  oHr 
new  acquaintance,  fince  there  was  nothing 
fingular  in  them.  Like  many  yviib^db^ 
fore  njet.with,  he  was  violent  m  ruprobal:* 

4 

ing  the  new  conftituiion,  con&denng  it  as 
a  fpeciefi  of  tyranny  far  more  intolerable 
than  •  ftbfolute  monarchy^ 
.  Xiedving  Semur^  we  proceeded  through 
iibonunable  roads,  if  roadfi  they  are  to  be 
called,  to  the.  na&y.  dirty  town  pf  Viteaux^ 
ind  from  thence,  through  an  unpleafant 
country^  to  the  village  of  PanUdt^Pany. 
Here  we  muft  be  ftationary ;  dot  indeed 
from  choice,  but  neceffity  ;  for  the  inn  i^ 
not  comfortable,  nor  are  the  people  be- 
longing to  it  obliging,  -. 
.    A«  the  place  affords  me  nd  :^m,ufernent, 

will  you  forgive  me  if  I  endeavour  to  em- 
ploy my  time  and  fill  up  this  letter,  which 
is  barren  of  anecdote,  by  making  a  few  cur^ 
fory  remarks  on  the  French  cbarader  ? 

I  have 


I  have  Ikde  difcerxiiiBeiit .  if  ibu  can  be 
pronounced  r^puiiican,  ^atever  th^ir  {yCm 
Cemmaybe.  IhaVeremarked^^attheideai 
and  habks  of  the  French,  a«  may  indeed 
naturally  be  fuppofed,  partake  more  of  the 
old  thari  t)F  4fhe  new  regime.  What  are 
the  charms  and  merits  of  a  repubKcan  or 
democratic  government  I  cannot  pretend 
to  fay ;  but  this  I  cleariy  perceive,  even 
from  the  fuperficial  view  I  have  taken  of 
the  French  people,  that  they  are  fighting 
and  labouring  to  eftabliQi  a  fyflem  that^  i| 
ill  adapted  to  their  prefent  character. 

I  fhall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  their  cha- 
rafter  will  change  ;  this,  however,  muft  be 
a  work  of  time.  Nations,  when  they  take 
a  particular  ftamp  or  impreffion,  lofe  it  but 
flowly.  The  features  of  the  French  cha- 
rafter  are  ftrong ;  and  though  I  will  not 
fay,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  their  prefent 
fyftem,  if  it  continue,  to  obliterate  them, 
I  muft  conceive  it  to  be  a  more  arduous 
and  tedious  tafk  than  is  generally  fuppofed. 

England, 


3x6      •  A  SKETCH  OF 

England^  if  I  am  not  miftaken^  was  nearl^r 
twice  as  long  under  a  republic  as  France  has 
been,  but  this  period  was  infufficient  to 
wear  away  her  prediledion  for  monarchy, 
and  to  induce  her  to  prefer  preibyterianifm 
to  the  ancient  forms  of  the  eftablifhed 
church. 

The  prefent  governors  of  France  refufe 
to  eftabliih  religion,  but  they  cannot  make 
the  people  admire  the  Tcmpk  ofReqfom^^ 
They  may  difcountenance  priefts,  but  the 
people  are  ftill  fond  of  going  i  la  mejfe^ 
Habit  and  prejudice  (land  out  a  long  time 
againft  political  and  reli^ous  innovators. 
It  is  eafier  to  decree  a  republic  than  to  fuit 
fuch  a  people  as  the  French  are  to  it. 

People  in  all  countries  are  in  a  great 
meafure  the  creatures  of  political  and  reli-« 
gious  inftitutions ;  and  it  is  highly  pro* 
bable  that,  fhould  the  French  republic  be 
able  to  maintain  its  ground,  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country  will  by  degrees  undergo  a 
great  change  both  in  their  fentiments  and 

manners. 
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manners.  Thefe,  however,  I  obferve  are 
not  yet  republicanifed ;  and  while  fo  much 
ignorance,  fuperftition,  and  profligacy  pre- 
vail, I  cannot  allow  the  republic  to  be  efta- 
bliflied.  Thefe  remarks  I  have  made 
for  my  amufement ;  I  do  not  require  you 
to  receive  them  with  implicit  faith,  but 

only  to  believe  that  I  am,  even  in  my 
errors, 

Moft  truly  yours* 


t 
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In  our  jovimcy  this  day  wc  pafled  by  a 
new  projedied  canal,  which,  though  in  an 
unfiniihed  ftate,  is  yet  in  great  forward- 
nefs,  and  promifes,  when  completed^ 
(which  is  deferred  till  peace,  the  works 
being  now  fufpended,)  to  be  of  the  great^*- 
eft  advantage  to  that  part  of  the  country ; 
for  we  underftand  it  is  intended  to  unite 
the  Mediterranean  to  the  Ocean,  by  means 
of  the  river  Ouche^  that  throws  itfelf  into 
the  Saone^  and  the  Tonne j  that  mingles 
with  the  Seine  at  Montereau^  the  turbulent 
town  where  I  w^s  fo  much  alarmed. 

At  the  village  of  Plombier  dst  fome  few 
villas,  prettily  feated  on  the  banks  of  the 
river;    and   immediately  on  croiling  the 

bridge 


MOBERK   T&ANCE.  31^ 

bridge  (as  we  then  changed  fides,  and 
continued  our  route  on  the  eppofite  banks 
of  the  j/irmenfonj  with  bills  and  rocks  on 
the  leji  inftead  of  the  right ^  ftands  a  no- 
ble manfion  and  gardens,  the  ci-devant  rc- 
fidence  of  a  bifliop,  but  is  fince  become  na- 
tional property,  and  now  in  the  pofleflion 

* 

of  an  Englifliman,  whofe  name  we  have 
not  been  able  to  learn,  not  having  been 
made  adqtiainted  with  this  circujnftance 
until  we  had  reached  Dijon. 

Within  a  ihort  diftance  of  that  city  we 
perceived  the  melancholy  veftiges  of  the 
Gothic  'church    heretofore   belonging  to 

the  Cbartrcufe  of  celebrated  memory.  A 
part  of  the  grand  entrance  only  now  re- 
mains, and  this  is  in  fuch  a  ruinous  ftate^ 
that  it  appears  as  if  devoted  to  fall  at 
the  firft  guft  of  wind.  The  reft  of  that 
cxtenfive  building  has  been  difpofed  of, 
and  transformed  into  a  manufa£tory,  whilft 
the  admirable  paintings  contained  in  the 

monaftery,   deemed   excellent    by    every 

9  amateur 
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Amateur  ^ho  has  feen  them,  have  been 
removed  to  Paris,  in  order  to  be  placed  m 
the  national  mufeUm* 

Qne  thing  I  cannot  omit,  it  having  oc- 
cafioned  many  unpleafant  refledions,  and 
fliewn  in  a  moft  impreffive  manner  the 
direful  effeds  of  the  cruel  war  in  which 
Europe  has  unfortunately  been  involved 
for  fome  time ; — it  is,  that  for  near  two 
leagues  previoufly  to  our  arrival  in  thi$ 
capital  we  found  the  road  in  a  manner 
lined  by  Auftrian  prifoners,  fallow  and 
emaciated  ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  weather,  clad  in  a  fingle  cloth 
frock  only,  too  threadbare  and  tattered  to 
proted  them  from  the  cold.  They  were 
alfo  bare-headed  and  without  ihoes ;  and 
when,  after  noticing  their  rags  and  half- 
nakednefs,  you  obferved  their  defponding 
countenances,  you  would  be  ready  to  re- 
gard the  group  as  Mifery's  own  children. 

Some  few  indeed  were  ftill  drefled  ia 
the  wretched  fragments  of  their  uniforms^ 

with 
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w*th  caps  h  la  Houlans :  moft,  however,  of 
thefe  poor  fellows  bore  honourable  marks 
of  having  well  defended  the  caufe  of  their 
fovereign.  Ruminating  on  this  pidture 
of  wretchednefs,  I  could  not  refrain 
from  exclaiming, — "  Would  to  God  that 
**  thofe  who  are  the  authors  of  fo  hor- 
"  rid  and  extenfive  a  calamity  as .  War 
^^  is,  and  who,  flimulated  by  ambition, 
**  honour,  or  luft  of  power  in  fupporting 
**  it,  could  but  be  prevailed  on  to  view 
**  thefe  miferable  beings  !" 

But,  painful  as  this  fight  mud  be  to  pi- 
tying humanity,  it  is  but  a  partial  exhibi- 

» 

tion  of  the  wretchednefs  that  war  occaiion& 
How  many  are  deftroyed  by  the  fword  and 
the  mufket  on  the  field  qf  battle ! — ^what 
words  are  adequate  to  9  defcription  of  its 
carnage  ! — how  much  death  precedes  a 
vidory,  and  what  torrents  of  tears  follow 
it!  It  is  dreadful  to  be  wounded,  and 
trebly  fo  to  be  a  wounded  prifoner,  to  dc- 

Y  pend 
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pcnd  on  tfie  reluftant  cliarkjr  of  ift  ^ne^ 
lay,  when  our  cafe  requires  all  the  atten^r 
tion  of  a  friend !— to  eitperience  apathy,  if 
pot  infvlt,  inftead  of  pity,  and  to  be  forced 
to  encounter  every  hardfhip  when  the 
body  is  leaft  capable  of  enduring  it !— r 
Ohe*s  heart  fhudders  at  the  thought.— 
How  long,  gracious  Heaven !  will  maur 
]dnd  be  permitted  to  infli£k  this .  curfe  of 
purfes  on  one  another?— How  long  will 
power  and  benevolence  be  at  variance  ?— r 
|Iqw  long  will  nations  have  a  pride  in 
appealing  to  the  fword,  and  poets  and  hiir 
tprians  dignify  the  bloody  fucceffe?  oi 
ffSLT  V7ith  the  epithet  of  Glory  ? 

Thus  moralizing,  we  entered  Dj/on^ 
vhtT^  at  every  ftep  we  took  we  were  as  it 
Tf7tX9  haunted  by  fome  of  the  poor  Aufr 
prians,  meeting  them  either  fingly  or  in 
plufters  at  almofl  every  cerner  of  the  ftreets, 
yriih  not  pne  jot  better  appearance  than 
^l|ofe  ^e  had  pafled  on  the  road. 

Defiroui 
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Defirous  of  koowing  more  about  them, 
we  entered  a  capital-looking  fliop,  and 
after  purchafing  fome  trifling  article  by 
way  of  introdudion,  we  afked  how  many 
of  thefe  poor  foldiers  were  in  the  towii^ 
and  whether  they  could  inform  us  why 
the  French  government  kept  them  in 
fo  deplorable  a  ftate  ?  As  we  were  mak« 
ing  this  inquiry,  a  gentleman  accidentally 
came  in,  who  very  politely  took  on 
himfelf  the  trouble  of  fatisfying  our  cu« 
riofity. 

He  faid,  that  their  number  was^upwards 
of  nine  tbot^nd} — that,  with  refpedt  to 
their  deplorable  appearance,  this  did  not 
arife  from  their  treatment  as  prifoners* 
Though  he  ihould  not  attempt  to  condemn 
the  fentiments  of  humanity  which  feemed 
to  operate  on  us,  yet  he  thought  ftrangers 
were  too  raih  in  blaming  a  government  that 
had  already  fo  many  enemies,until  they  were 
made  acquainted  with  the  real  motives  of  its 
condud:  "befides,"  added  he,  "fuppofing 

y  2  "  what 


324  A    SKETCH    OF  ' 

**  what  you  imagine  to  be  the  cafe,  do  you 
"  think  that  their  fufFerings  are  to  be  com- 
•*  pared  to  thofe  inflidled  by  their  country- 
•♦  men  oh  the  French  who  are  fo  unfortunate 
•*  as  to  fall  into  their  hands  ?  A  relation  of 
•*  mine/*  added  he, "  who  was  fome  months 
•*  a  prifoner  to  the  Auflrians,  and  feveral 
•*  young  men  belonging  to  the  department 
**  of  Cote  cPOr^  have  told  me,  that  they  were 
for  a  length  of  time  in  clofe  confine- 
ment, upwards  of  200  leagues  from  their 
native  home:  and  although  covered 
with  wounds,  they  were  taken  to  the 
place  of  their  deftination  by  forced 
marches,  which  nearly  proved  fatal  to 
**  half  their  companions,  while  the  un- 
"  happy  furvivors  were  thrown  into  prifon 
**  until  exchanged. 

"  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the  Auftrian 
**  prifoners  fo  far  enjoy  their  liberty,  that 
^*  the  whole  day  they  may  roam  where 
^*  they  pleafe,  provided  they  return  at  a  par- 
♦*  ticiilar  hour.     They  are  not,  moreover, 

**  prevented 
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•*  prevented  working  for  thofe  who  will 
^*  employ  them,    and  I   at  this  moment 

**  have  fix  of  them  on  my  farm,  whom  I 
"  conftantly  feed  and  pay  well :  the  like  is 
alfo  done  by  feveral  of  my  neighbours, 
vdio  are  equally  defirous  of  being  of  fer- 
*•  vice  to  them  :  but  alas  !  what  they  earn 
"  is  no  fooner  received  than  it  is  imme- 
**  diately  fpent  in  tobacco  and  fpirits,  con- 
fequently  our  government  is  not  to  be 
blamed  for  their  fallow  looks  and  rag8« 
•*  The  charity,  however,  of  the  people  may 
have    been  reflrained    by  this   circum- 
ftance — that  thofe  who  have  fhewn  foqje 
**  marks  of  kindnefs  to  thefe  poor  wretches 
"  have  incurred  the  appellation  of  rOyal- 
•'ifts."    . 

This  city  is  handfome  and  regular,  the 
ftreets  wider  and  better  paved  than  mo  ft 
of  the  French  towhs,  and  nearly  all  in  a 
dired  line  ;  they  are  likewife  well  lighted, 
and  the  general  efiedl  by  no  means  unfa-^ 
tisfa^ory.     tt  is  alfo  forti^ed,  though  nOt 

T  3  very 
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very  ftrongly  fo,  in  fpite  of  a  thick  Wafl^ 
deep  fofles,  and  a  do2ea  baftions.  The 
ramparts  are  extremely  pleafant,  tined  with 
a  double  row  of  trees  extending  round  the 
town,  like  the  Boulevards  at  Faris^  and 
feem  to  be  the  favourite  walk  of  the  iriha- 
bitants.  It  is  moft  agreeably  fituated  at 
the  entrance  of  an  extenfive  plain,  at  no 
great  diftance  from  the  hills  Talan  and  Di 
Fontaine^  places  well  known  in  the  annals 
of  France.  It  was  alfo,  prior  to  the  revo- 
lution, the  capital  of  the  duchy  of  Bur- 
gundy, and  is  now  the  chief  place  of  the 
aepartment  of  Cote  d^Or. 

At  its  fouthern  extremity  ftahds  the 
long  chain  of  hilfe,  covered  with  vines, 
famous  for  their  produce,  its  vintage  be- 
ing efteemed  the  beft  in  Burgundy.  '  TTic 
furrounding  country  is  likewife  fertile  and 
agreeable,  which  may  in  great  meafure  be 
attributed  to  its  beijng  watered  by '  the  ri*» 
vers  St{/bn  and  Oncbe.  The  former  of 
thefe,  which  might  with  greater  fropriety 

8  be 
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be  calM  ^  torrent^  -  takes  its  -Tource  in  the 
Vol  de  ,Sfi/on^  and  in  part  empti^  ritCelf  in 
the  foiTesithat  farrouji;id  :the  towa,  whilft 
the  remainder  crofled  it>in  its  whole  leAgtb^ 
paiHog;  under  b44ge$  and  iUbt;erx:aDeous 
vauUs,  *od  then  ^«lls  into  the  Qucbt^  clofe 
to  the  walls  of  the  city.  As  for  this  latter^ 
(in  Latin  Ofcarus^  this  rifes  towards  the 
tc^^t  .Aear  which  it  takes  its  coi)tfe^  bathes 
one '  of  the  baAtons  and  a  ^part  of  the 
town,  to  which  it  ^hf^  given  t^so^tne,  an4 
then  forms  an  ifland^  on  which  fbnds  ^ 
houfe  ,fot:merly  ufed  as  an  h<^pital« 

There  are  four  .efitrai:lces  into  Pijon# 
all  {Nearly  qn  a.  jp^  ^with  fe(pe£t  to  fym-* 
metry  aud  beautj^  The  one  through 
which  we. entered^  being  the  direct  road 
from  ^aris,  is  now  called  Pprtt  dc  la  Zi- 
hcrti^  cl^etf ant  GuUlaume.  This  porte  has 
pf  kte  been  repaured^  and  has  on  its  left» 
witl^in  the  loim^  a  chateau,  begun  bj 
Lewis  the  Elev^nthi  and  fini£bed  by  his  fuc« 
Cfiilbr  Lewis  the  Thirteenth,  Thishuildiog 

Y  4  forms 
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forms  a  dired  fquare,  having  each  angle 
flanked  by  a  round  tower  and  two  half- 
moons  to  defend  its  entrance.  The  caftle, 
with  refped  to  its  outward  appearance,  re- 
mains  as  it  ever  did  ;  though  it  ferves  as 

a  receptacle   for  the   Auflrian  prifbncrs, 

<    •  ■  . 

From  the  Porte  Oucbe  and  Fauxhourg  fo 
called,  the  road  that  leads  to  Beaune  is 
beautiful,  of  great  width,   and  lined  on 

both  fides  with  treear ;  whilft  ihtfortie  from 

•  •  • 

fa  Porte  St.  Pierre ^  ^  for  the  Ipace  of  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,'^  has  four  rows  of  treesj 
forming  a  « rich  atad' hahdforfie  avenud, 
which  carrfes  you  to  a  pa  A  or  C5trehiive 
pleafure- ground,  laid  out'  in  fdrtehts\ 
walks ^  cbarmillesy  zndi  labyrinths^  in  thi 
true  French  ftyle,  terminated  by  a  terrace 
conftrufted  on  the  banks  of  the  'Oucbe\ 
near  which  is  a  bridge  that  communicates 
with  the  chateau  de^  la  Colornhiere/'^'V^ 
whole  of  this  we  havS  feen,  but  at  a  mofl 
improper  feafon  to  judge  of  its  beauties; 
though  I  can  eafily  conceive,  from  the  fpe- 

cimeng 
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cimehs  wc  ^ave  had,  as  well  as  from  the 
report  of  its  inhabitants,  that  few  placed 
realife  fo  nlany  agremens  as  Dijon,  Ab 
for  churches,  monafteries,  and  convents, 
of  which  there  were  feveral  prior  to  the 
change  of  things,  the  two  latter  have  of 
•courfe  been  fiipprefled,  whilft  a  few  of  the 
former  are  demoliflied,  and  the  reft  retnaia 
as  they  were,  with  moft  of  them  opened, 
and  fervice  re-eftablifhed,  as  in  other  parts 
of  France.  There  is  only  one  handfome 
pldce^  or  rather  crefcent^  being  built  in  that 
form  ci-devant  called  RoyaU^  and  now 
Place  d^Armes.  The  buildings  are  here 
handfome,  amongfl:  which  may  be  include* 
ed  the  one  that  originally  ferved  for  the 
afTembling  Us  Etats  de  Bourgoyne^  at  prc- 
fent   transformed    into   Maifon  Nationale^ 

where  the  trials  by  jury  are  decided,  as 

•  « 

Ukcwife  whatever  relates  to  the  depart- 
ment^ of  which,  as  I  have  before  noticed, 
Dijon  is  the  principal  place.  The  equei« 
trian  figure  in  bronze  of  Lewis  the  Four- 
teenth, 
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'teenth,  that  heretofore  flood  in  the  centi^ 
4>f  the  Circus,  has  beea  removed;  and, 
:what  i$  iingukr,  it  has  not  been  replaced 
hy  any  other,  nor  does  even  the  leaft  vei^ 
.tige  remain  where  it  once  ftood*-~Thn8 
the  great  and  the  monuments  of  greatn^ci^ 
j>ar8  away  !-~What  chajiges  time  and  hu^ 
man  caprice  produce ! 

Adieu. 


*         •        I 
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DAle,  Fianclie-Comt^,  Dec.  it. 

lAr  HLLE  at  Dijon,  we  vifited  the  theatret 
and  were  furprifed  to  find  the  performers  to 
confift  of  a  fociety  of  the  inbabitantSi  male 
und  female,  who  hwt  charitably  under- 
taJcen  to  play  twice  or  thrice  a  week  for 
tibe  benefit  of  the  poor.  'I^hefe  perfons, 
ibme  of  which  are  relUy  aboiFe  medio- 
crity, and  though  not  equal  to  firft-rate 
players  by  profeiEon,  fucceed  wonderfully, 
and  are  fatisfied,  as  far  as  relates  to  them- 
feives,  with  m^re  *^  empty  praife;'*  for, 
after  defraying  tfa^  espences  of  the  houf^, 
the  whole  of  the  furplus  is  appropriated  to 
the  ufe  above-mentioned ;  and  in  ord<r 
that  regular  diftribution  may  be  »ade  of 

the 
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the  fame,  a  kind  of  fecretaiy  ii  appointed 

I 

to  manage  the  whole. 

We  learnt,  that  each  night  of  repre^ 
fentation  the  houfe  is  thronged,  fo  anxioud 
does  every  one  feel  to  encour**'  ""^^laiv 

* 

which  unites  amufement  with  ch. 

We  fpent  an  evening  at  the  houfe  of  a 
gentlemen  formerly  known  to  B.,  where 
we  met  a  Commiflary  ^1/  Gouvernement pour 
tes  Vivres  da  VArmit^  with  his  wife,  a 
beauiSfiil  young  woman,  and  both  from 
La  Vendee.  This  petfon  is  related  to  one 
of  the  moft  refpefliable  Reprefentdns  of 
the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  interefting 
in  his  manners,  fpeaks  well,  iand  is  much 
the  gentleman.  He  gave  us  'a  melancholy 
detail  of  what  had  paiTed  in  that  part  of 
France,  dwelt  much  on  the  horrors  and 
cruelties  at  that  time  committed,  and  faid 
that,  unfortunately,  both  he  and  his  wife 
had  been  eye-witnefles  to  moftof  them;— • 
that  he  was  grieved  to  add,  that  both  paf- 

ties 
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ties  were  equally  to  blame, — xhtxt  the  hor- 
rors were  beyond  any  thing  we  could  con- 
ceive, and  (ro  ufe  his  own  words)  greater 
than  thofe  of  a  Nero  or  Caligula. 

We  learnt,  that  his  father's  pofleflions 
in  that  country,  prior  to  the  revolution, 
had  been  confiderable ;  but  that,  during 
the  troubles,  nearly  the  whole  had  been 
pillaged  and  burnt. — Similar  fate  his  v^ife's 
friends  had  fhared; — his  father  too  had  been 
guillotined  under  Robefpierre's  tyranny;— 
himfelf  imprifoned,  and  actually  in  the  Con^ 
ciergerie  ready  to  be  led  to  execution  on 
the  very  day  that  decided  that  tyrant's  falL 
•*  Neverthelefs,"  continued  he,  "  although 
*'  I  have  reafon  to  reprobate  the  Robe- 
**  fpierrean  defpotifm,  yet  I  cannot  help 
"  accufing  the  Englifh  in  great  meafure  as 
**  having  been  very  inflxumental  to  the 
*•  misfortunes  of  our  country." 

**What  do  you  mean?'*  replied  our 
friend  with  eagernefs.  "  I  neither  mean  " 
replied  tie,  «  to  ofiend  you,  nor  rafhly  to 

*^  condemn 
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^edndema  tlie  Englifh  r«  ^Xir-^AIIow 
**  me  to  give  my  opinion^  and  when  I 
^  have  explained  myfelf^  you  will  not  be 
^  offended  wkh  my^  warmth.  I  am  a  true 
^  {6tl^  to  liberty,,  ii  lover  of  order,  and 
^  an  admirer  of  England,  and  have  at  this 
^  moment  fome  of  my  family  there ;  yet 
^  I  repeat,  that  the  Englifh  have  much  to 
^  anfwer  fot^  and  9xc  in  great  part  the 
^  ealufe  of  our  mifery  :— 

•*  Firft,  in  not  having  kept  their  word 
^  to  my  unfortunate  countrymen  who 
^  confided  in  them,  in  the  different  attacks 
^  made  by  the  hKter  towards  the  re*efta«- 
**  Uiihme&t  of  royalty  : — Secondly,  for 
^  having-  given  confidence  and  authority 
^  to  individuals,  who,  from  want  of  ta- 
^  lents  and  character,  were  unworthy  o£ 
•*  the  eaterprifes  entrufted  to  their  care  :— 
^^And  finally,  in  haying  continually  in^ 
^  iligated  us  one  againft  the  other,  without^ 
^  even  venturing  any  of  their  own  troops. 
•*  —Oh  gracious  God !"  iaid  he,  beating 

his 


his  forehead)  alkt  hkftiiy  walking  up  and 
down  the  room,  •*  what  could  I  call  it  ?— • 
^  but  no/'  added  he,  reeoUeding  himfel^ 
^^that  cannot  be* — Pardon  my  warmth; 
^  we  have  all  fo  cruelly  fu&red  by  ibdi 
^^  horrid  ibaiiceuTr^,  thcit  the  Vendeam  are 
^  now  no  lot^er  dupes ;  they  are  ienfibifl 
^  they  have  been  deceived ;  and  I  would 
^  by  no  means  recottimend  to  you  to  orofilc 
^  that  country  at  prefetit,  left  fome  miihap 
^  might  befal  you,  for  depend  on  it  ihcf 
•*  are  bitter  enemies  lb  the  Englifh**^ 

Without  wilhing  to  know  ihore  of  the 
politics  ci  Dijon,  we  quietly  bad  it  adieu, 

« 

and  continued  our  route  by  the  Way  of 
Genlis. 

The  country  for  about'  feven  leagues 
from  Dijon  is  well  cultivated,  and  the 
roads  better  than  we  had  met  with  for 
fome  time ;  but  in  die  environs  of  Auxonnt 
it  becomes  fiat  and  fwampy,  diough  the 
meadows  are  beautiful,  and  (fiiplay  a  vaft 
&ew  of  cattle. 

»  •  -    .  •    . 

Auxonnc 
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Anxonne  is  a  fmall  town  feated  <m  tbe 
banks  of  the  Saone^  and  from  that  cir« 
cumftance,  the  river  being  in  general 
covered  with  barges,  filled  with  corn, 
liajr,  ftraw,  wood,  &c.  for  Lyons  and 
tbe  South  of  Finance,  it  has  a  lively  ap* 
pearance.  It  is  alfo  furrounded  with 
walls^  and  flanked  by  a  few  baftions,  in 
a  wofol  ftate  and  much  neglected. 

Here,  as  at  Dijon ^  are  a  number  of 
Auftrian  prifoners,  who  have  liberty  to 
work  for  thofe  who  will  employ  them: 
bat,  unfortunately,  a  fimilar  propenfity  to 
drinking  confumes  the  whole  of  their  gain, 
Mid,  what  is  infinitely  worfe,  encourages 
rioting ;  an  inftance  of  which  happened  a 
few  days  prior  to  our  arrival,  when  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  murder  the  oational 
guard,  fince  which  they  have  been  watched 
more  clofely,  and  the  ringleaders  fecured. 

From  hence  to  BoU^  on  the  banks  of 
the  Dqux^  a  river  which  takes  its  fource 
in  the  mountains  of  the  Jura^  the  road' 

is 
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18  nearly  the  fame  as  the  one  above 
defcribed,  till  about  two  leagues  on  this 
fide  of  the  town,  when  the  country  be- 
gins to  have  an  Alpine  appearance,  the 
hills  becoming  more  like  mountains,  the 
houfes  built  in  a  different  tafte,  .with 
projeding  roofs  and  galleries,  not  unlike, 
as  my  companion  tells  me,  fome  parts 
of  the  Pays  de  Vaud ;  the  people  are  like- 
wife  cleaner,  and  confequently  more 
comfortable.  The  hill  we  afcended  ere 
we  reached  the  town  being  fteep,  we 
of  courfe  alighted  and  walked,  though 
fcarcely  able  to  endure  the  cold,  it  being 
confiderably  more  intenfe  than  I  had  ever 

experienced. 

The  road  is  here  in  many  parts  cu- 
rious, being  conftru^led  on  a  caufeway  of 
extreme  height,  pafling  over  rivers,  crofs- 
roads,  and  houfes.  The  hill  is  alfo  cu- 
rious of  itfelf,  being  a  fpecies  of  calca- 
reous ftotie  of  a  reddifh  colour,  which 
has    a    poliihed    appearance    refembling 

z  marble. 
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marble.  The  fouthern  piut  of  the  fame 
hill  is  covered  with  yineS)  faid  Cp  produce 
fbn^e  tolerably  good  wine. 

We  reached  Dole  this  evening,  but  for 
an  accoiuxt  of  i\  I  muft  beg  you  tq  wait 

tiil  my  oext, 

« 

Adieu. 
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Bonhe-vaudy  in  the  Mountains  of  jura*  Dec.  20. 

IN  my  laft  I  announced  our  arrival  at 
D^Ie ;  by  this  you  will  find  that  we  have 
left  it  behind  us  ;  but  as  I  gave  you  to  ex- 
ped:  fome  account  of  it^  I  muft  not  pafs 
it  over  in  filence. 

It  is  a  town  moft  pleafantly  fituated  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Doux^  in  the  midft  of 
a  rich  fertile  country.  Its  ftreets  run  in 
ftraight  lines,  and  are  of  a  tolerable  width, 
and  wiere,  prior  to  the  revolution,  ornament- 
ed with  many  noble  buildings  and  public 
edifices :  here,  however,  as  in  other  places, 
the  hand  of  Defoktion  has  been  at  work, 
and  we  read  the  convulfions  of  the  ftate  in 
charaders  of  deformity  and  ruin.  Moft  . 
of  thefe  edifices  are  now  difpofed  of  as 

z  2  national 
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national   property,  and  fome   are  demo^ 
lifhed. 

I  cannot  help  mufing  over  thefe  fpec-. 
tacles  even  to  melancholy.  I  am  not  one 
of  thofe  ftern  phllofophers  who  can  be-^ 
hold  with  complacent  fatisfadion  the 
mutilated  veftiges  of  Monkifh  fuperftition, 
2^4  the  dripped  and  falling  palaces  of  a 
degraded  ^nd  banifhed  nobility.  Changes 
efFe<^ed  by  fo  much  robbery  and  fufiering 
muft  be  contemplated  with  pain  by  the 
true  philanthropift* 

I  muft  confefs,  that  the  ruins  of  the 
caftles  built  during  the  feudal  fyftem  never 
afib&ed  me  like  thefe  modern  ones  :  I  con- 
fidered  them  as  pi<^urefque  objedls>  and, 
without  adverting  to  what  reduced  them 
to  negled:ed  and  mouldering  ruins^  I  was 
pleafed  with  their  efFeft  in  the  landicape. 
But  not  fo  the  ruins  that  now  come  daily 
before  our  eyes :  thefe  are  not  ivy-mantled, 
but  bearing  all  the  naked  marks  qf  vio- 
lence i — thefe  do  not  relate  to  *^  tales  of 

**  other 
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^*otlicr  times,"  but  are  produced  by  the 
ihocks  and  convulfions  of  yefterday.  I 
feem  to  be  Walking  among  the  defolations 
occafioned  by  an  earthquake*  whofe  tre- 
mendous violence  is  fcarcely  fpent. 

Let  me,  however,  not  forget  to  tell  you 
that  the  above-meiltioned  town  of  DSlcy 
which  I  had  almoft  loft  fight  of,  was  the 
capital  of  Francbe-Cotnte^  and  is  now,  ac- 
cording to  the  new  divifion,  included  in 
the  department  of  Douse.  At  firft  it  was 
cbnfidered  as  its  cbef4ieu^  but  this  honour 
is  now  conferred  on  Befangon ;  it  has,  ne- 
verthelefs,  retained  its  municipality;  and  we 
were  told,  that  during  the  troubles,  matters 
were  here  conducted  with  much  lefs  vio- 
lence than  in  many  of  the  French  towns, 
with  the  exception  of  convents  and  mo- 

nafteries,  in  which  refpe£t  it  has  fhared 
like  the  reft. 

Here  are  feveral  remsdns  of  Roman  an- 
tiquities, it  having  been  the  Dola  Sequano^ 
rum  of  the  ancients ;  among  which  are 

X  3  ftiU 
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flill  extant  the  veftiges  of  an  amphithci-« 
atre,  fome  few  fragments  of  an  aquedud, 
part  of  a  palace,  and  two  arches  of  a 
bridge  thrown  acrofs  the  Doux.  This  laft 
objeA  in  particular  is  extremely  pi&Ur* 
refque,  and  has  a  fine  effedl ;  befides,  the 
whole  of  thefe  ruins  being  Roman,  they 
ferve  to  render  this  fjpot  curious  and  in- 
terefling. . 

The  river  is  beautiful,  of  great  width, 
and  flows  in  the  centre  of  an  enchant- 
ing valley,  as  you  may  judge  by  its 
appellation,  being  called  le .  Val  (VA^ 
mour;  to  this  may  be  added,  the  ad- 
vantage of  its  being  navigable,  and 
throwing  itfelf  into  the  Saone;  which  not 
only  renders  this  town  a  delightful  place, 
but,  by  making  it  to  communicate  with 
the  Mediterranean,  a  moft  defirable  fitua- 
tion  for  perfons  in  the  mercantile  line. 
An  obfervation,  of  the  truth  of  which 
many  perfons  are  thoroughly  fenfible  ;  for 
we  are  told,  that  fmce  the  removal  of  the 

2  douanesy 
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douantj*^  (thofeci<-devaiit^/r/>^av^/i  or  checks, 
to  commerce  in  France,  which,  before  the 
tevolution,  exifted  in  mod  c^  the  towns, 
aiid  are  now  only  fixed  at  the  frontiers  of 
the  republic,)  fome   few  foreigners  have 

•  _ 

begun  to  fettle  here,  and  ate  ereding  di& 
ferent  kinds  of  manufaftories^ 

At  our  return  to  the  inn,  finding  every 
thing  in  readinefs,  we  immediately  fet  off, 
in  fpite  of  the  (now,  which  now  began  to 
fall  afrefh  ;  and  fcarcely  had  we  proceeded 
feven  or  eight  Englilh  miles,  alqng  a  good 
road,    lined   with   cdttages,    that  had   an 
appearance   of   comfort  and   plenty, — to 
judge  by  the  quantity  of  wood  heaped 
up  in  the  covered  hovels  attached  to  each 
habitation,  ample  provifion  of  maize  under 
the  projecting  roof^  wbole  windows,  and 
good    fires,— than   we  overtook   (at    the 
bottom  of  a  fteep  afcent  cut  through  a 

*  Caftom^houfes, 

2  4  foreft. 
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foTcOty  pendant,  as  it  were,  on  the  decliyity 
of  a  hill ;  whilft,  hard  by,  a  rapid  torrent 
came  tumbling  from  rock  to  rock,  foaming 
and  dafhing  with  a  horrid  noife)  a  confi* 
derable  body  of  troops  of  about  Jlvc  thou* 
fand. 

Thefe  were  on  foot,— captains,  lieute- 
nants, and  privates  all  indiicriminately 
walking  together,  except  three  of  the  offi- 
cers, who  were  on  horfeback,  and  whom 
we  afterwards  found  to  be  of  fuperior  rank* 

The  badnefs  of  the  road  compelling  us  to 
keep  near  them,  we  had  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  them  thoroughly ;  and 
though  they  were  in  a  pitiable  (late,  being 
covered  with  fnow,  and  indifferently 
clothed,  yet  could  we  fee,  that  nearly  the 
whole  corps,  who,  by  their  dialed:,  we 
judged  to  be  either  Provencals  or  from 
fome  other  part  of  the  South  of  France, 
confilled  of  young  men,  who,  regardlefs 
of  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  were  mak- 
ing 
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ing  the  beft  of  their  way  to  the  army  of 
Italy^  chaunting  with  all  their  might 
the  well«known  patriotic  air  dcs  MarfctU 
lots. 

Thus  we  were  ftrongly  efcorted  acrofs 
the  foreft :   but   what  furprifed   us  both, 
and  more  particularly  our  friend^  was,  the 
JinaU  quantity  of  baggage  that  accompanied 
the  corps,    which,  though    confiderable, 
did  not  exceed  ten  waggons ;  a  mode  fo 
totally  different   from  our  troops   when 
marching,  that  we  could  not  believe  this 
to  be  the  whole  equipage,  until  one  of  the 
officers  aflfured  us,  that  this  manner  was 
now    generally   adopted    throughout  the 
French  armies,  it  having  been  found  pre- 
ferable to  the  ancient  mode  of  conveying 
a  retinue  of  ufelefs   luggage,   which,  in 
forced  marches,  are  always  great  impedi^- 
ments  :  —"  befides,"    faid   he,    "  you  fee 
^  we  are  all  on  foot,  and  then  our  ward-^ 
**  robe^^  added  he  fmiling,  "  to  judge  by 

*•  that 
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"  thai  of  our  foldiert,  is  neither  Wciglrty 
**  nor  voluminous.'* 

We  proceeded  with  them  till  within  a 
ihort  diftance  of  Mont-fous^andfez^  a 
fmail  village  in  the  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains^ where  We  topk  fome  refrefhments, 
and  where  we  alfo  reached  another  detach- 
ment  of  troops,  confifting  partly  of  huflars^ 
and  partly  dragoons.  Of  xht  former ^  fome 
were  on  foot,  but  of  the  latter y,  none ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  were  particularly  well 
mounted,  and  moftly  young  men^  except 
the  commanding  officers,  who  appeared  M 
have  feen  much  fervice,  and  had,  as  we 
were  told  where  we  flept,  ferved  under  the 
old  regime. 

Thefe  poor  fellows,  who  nearly  all  bore 
fome  vifible  marks,  from  fears  or  wounds, 
of  having  dreadfully  fufiered ;  and  who, 
from  their  drefs,  each  wearing  an  helmet, 
to  which  was  fixed  a  kind  of  horfe's  tail, 
that  flowed  negligently  on  their  fhoulder, 

that 
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that  gave  them  a  moil  martial  appear^ 
aace,  had  ferved  under  Mortau  in  Ger- 
many, and  were  in  fedk  juft  returned  from 

thence. 

When  airrived  at  the  inn,  a  poor  mifer- 
able  looking  houfe,  which,  from  being  the 
only  one  of  that  kind  in  the  village,  was  of 
courfe  the  general  rendezvous,  we  were 
Ihewn  an  apartment,  which  we  found  occu« 
pied  by  a  refpedable  veteran,  with  his  wife 
and  daughter.  Wifhing  not  to  intrude,  we 
declined  going  in,  but  he  politely  inviting 
us  to  join  his  party,  we  acquiefced 

As  we  were  waiting  for  fomething  being 
ferved  by  way  of  dinner,  this  old  militatre 
amufed  us  with  the  following  recital : — He 
told  us,  that  he  belonged  to  a  corps  of  ar-- 
tillery; — ^that  for  a  number  of  years  he 
had  fupported  the  fatigues  of  a  military 
life  with  the  fpirits  of  youth,  "  and  I  dare 

add,"  faid  he,   raifing  his  voice,  "  with 

the  perfeverance  of  a  veteran,  braving 
"  various  difficulties  j   but  alas !  having  of 

**  late 
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"  late  had  the  misfortune  of  being  wound-' 
"  ed  in  Moreauz  memorable  retreat, — ^ 
**  retreat,'*  addreiling  himfelf  to  our  friend, 
**  that  muft  ever  eternalize  that  young  ge- 
*'  neral, — I  procured  permiffion  to  join 
"  my  family  until  I  fhould  be  recovered, 
**  and  from  whom  this  cruel  war  has  for 
"  a  long  time  debarred  me.  It  is  true,** 
added  he,  feeing  the  tears  trickling  down 
his  daughter's  cheeks,  "  we  were  in  hopes 
of  peace,  and  then  I  (houid  have  made 
a  longer  (lay  with  them  :  but  this  id 
"  over, — my  country  calls,— and  though 
"  you  fee  the  whole  of  my  family,  I  muft 
"  and  will  obey."  So  faying,  he  got  up 
and  walked  about  the  room,  in  order  to 
conceal  a  ftarting  tear  ;  then  refuming  his 
feat,  feemed  more  compofed,  and  conti- 
nued by  telling  us,  that  his  corps,  with 
others,  were  now  on  their  march  to  join 
the  army  of  Italy,  in  order  to  make  the 
regular  fiege  of  Mantua,  "  and  ere  long,'* 

faid  he,  "  you  will  hear  that  we  have  fuc- 

"  ceeded ; 
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**cecdedj  for  fince  the  Emperor  refufes 
^^  to  accede  to  moderate  propofals^  war 
^^  muft  be  continued^  and  he  will  have 
"  caufe  to  repent : — remeqiber  that  an  old 
^*  foldier  of  feventy*two  tells  you  fo." 

The  dinner  having  made  it&  appearance^ 
we  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  him  to  par- 
take of  it ;  but  this  he  refufed,  and  in- 
ftead  of  eatings  entertamed  us  with  his 
hiftory  until  his  brother-*officets  arrived. 

We  were  now  joined  by  the  reft  of  the 
officers,  who,  by  their  attention  and  po« 
litenefs,     fufficiently   evinced  the  efteem 
they  bore    the  veteran   and    his  family. 
While  each  was  bufied  in  procuring  himf- 
felf  fome  refrefhment,  we  miffed  the  old 
man  ;  and  found,  on  inquiry,  that  he  was 
gone,  leaying  the  cruel  talk  of  QQnfoling 
his  wife  and  daughter  to  his  military  friends, 
who,  in  the  moft  foothing  manner,  under- 
took it.-?-We  likewife  endeavoured  to  at- 
fuage  their  grief ;   and  whilft  two  of  the 
officers  were  offisring  to  eonditd};  them  to 

their 
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their  habitation,  which  was  in  cme  of 
neighbouring  villages,  we  were  forced  to 
bid  them  adieu,  haying  refolved  to  reach 
jlrbais,  that  night'— a  diftance  of  twelve 
or  fourteen  miles,  acrofs  a  ragged  and  un« 
pleafaat  eountiT:* 

One  thing  I  had  nearly  omitted,  and 
whicb,  as  doing  credit  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  part  of  the  mountains,  I  ihould  have 
.  been  forry  to  have  done,  which  is,  that 
the  churches  in  general  have  nbt  been  mo- 
lefted,  and  fervice  is  faid  the  fame  as  former* 
]y,  though  the  prlefts  muft  have  taken  the 
oath  olentioned  in  one  of  my  letters  from 
Paris ;  and,  what  is  ftill  more  fingular, 
thefe  very  mountaineers  were,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  revolution,  violent  re^ 
publicans;  and  even,  at  prefllAt  this  little 
vUiage  exhibits  what  We  havie  n&  where 
before  remarked,  a  cap  of  liberty  in  every 
part ;  for  it  hangs .  not  only  on  the  tree 
appointed  for  the  purpofe,  but  on  the 
church,  againft  every  cottage,  and  even 

over 
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over  the  fire-place  at  the  inn  where  we 
flopped.  Our  hoft  alfo  informed  us,  that 
}ie  ^d  two  brothers  bad  ierved  three 
campaigns,  but  were  now  married,  there* 
fore  exempted  from  joining  the  army.  .  . 
The  weather  continued  unfavourable, 
and  a  quantity  of  ftiow  and  fleet  haying 
fallen,  our  drive  was  unpleafant,  and  no* 
thing  but  the  ruins  of  a  folitary  caftle 
fervfed  to  divcrfify  the  dreary  gloomy 
fandfcape  until  we  reached  our  place  of 
deftination,  which,  from  its  appearance, 
excited  np  elevated  expectations,  being  ii 
^irty-looking  town,  irregular,  and  badly 
built,  although  moft  romantically  fituated 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Jura^ — ^that  well- 
known  range  of  mountains  that  feparates 
France  from  Switzerland.  Here  we  flept, 
or  more  properly  meant  ttrjlctp^  for  not  a 
wink  could  we  get  the  whole  night,^— the 
houfe  being  wretched,  the  accommodation 
bad,  and  the  people  infolent ; — yet  this  was 

the  only  place  where  we  could  gain  admit* 

tance. 
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tance,  and  with  the  greatefl:  difficulty  pro- 
cured the  ufe  of  a  room,  owing  to  the 
town  being  already  full  of  troops,  coufift-> 
ing  moilly  of  cannoneers  and  miners,  be-* 
fides  thofe  we  had  left  on  the  road,  which 
were  Ukewife  expe£ted. 

Scarcely  had  we  arranged  ourfelves,  and 
taken  pofleflion  of  our  new  apartment, 
than  the  hoftefs  prefented  herfelf,  and 
with  an  imperious  air  acquainted  ug  with 
the  arrival  of  the  detachment  of  hulTars 
we  had  pafTed  in  the  forefl,  faying  ai  (he 
was  leaving  the  room, — "  Vous  ne  devez 
**  pas  avoir  peur  ce  foir,  Madame,  car  je 
^  mets  deux  officiers  d'huflards  coucher 
**  dans  votre  chambre*,"  Suppoflng  her 
not.  ferious,  I  made  no  reply,  and  took 
not  the  fmallcf):  notice  of  her  information, 
when  almoft  immediately  the  maid-fervant 
came  in   to  make  the  beds ;    on  which, 

*  it  You  need  not  have  any  fears  for  this  night, 
««  for  I  (hall  put  two  huflar  officers  to  fleep  in  your 
*•  chamber." 

tliinking 
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thtnldbg  it  high  time  to  inquire  for  \phom 
this  prqvtration  was  m^ing^  apd  hearing 
what  (h^  hofteis  had  mentioned  opp^rmed^ 
I  remonftrated ;  but  tp  pp  purpofc ;  for  (he 
calmly  proceeded,  till  my  comp^fiio;^}  \a  a 
firm  tone  of  voice,  declared  that  he  would 
not  fuffer  any  one  to  occupy  (haj:  apart- 
meot  befide^  ourfelvee.  T^e  maid,  how^ 
firer,  burfliqg  iato  a  viplent  fit  pf  laugh« 
t^,  ejf claimed,— ^*  Voila,  vraiiftent,  une 
belle  a^ire  i  ^  n\i^  pas  la  pjremiere 
Ibis.  q\ie  ivous  avons  mis  des  Meiffieura 
^^  dans  cette  chambre  |orfque  df  s  Dames  y 
*.*  couchoient*;"  and  running  pi^t,  brought 
up  her  ma^en  ^ith  him  a  farther  al- 
tercation  enfued  ;  and  I  know  ppt  how  the 
ipatter  would  have  been  fettled,  had  not  the 
officers  in  queftion,  hearing  th^y  were  the 
bone  of  contention^  immediately  prefent- 

•  <<  Here  18  a  fine  to-Jo,  indeed !— TWs  h  not  the 
«<  firft  time  that  we  have  put  Gentleqien  to  fleep  in 
'<  this  chamber  with  Ladies." 

A  A  ed 
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ed  themfelves,  and,  after  apologlfing  for 
what  had  pafled,  infifled  on  the  mattrefTes 
being  removed  to  the  kitchen,  or  indeed 
any  where,  rather  than  they  (hould  incon- 
venience us,  whom  they  rccognifed  as  their 
fellow-travellers  in  the  foreft. 

B«  pleafed  with  their  behaviour,  invited 
them  to  fupper,— an  invitation  which  they 
readily  accepted,  promifing  to  return  as 
foon  as  they  had  fettled  with  their  men, 
who  were  billetted  at  the  different  houfes 
in  the  town.  Here  was  an  excellent  op- 
portunity to  fee  in  what  manner  they 
proceeded,  and  what  kind  of  men  the 
privates  were ;  my  caro  fpofo,  therefore,* 
went  with  them,      -       .  ^  »    .    . 

w 

Their  behaviour  to  the  men  was  tind 
and  attentive, — they  thehifelves  diftribut- 
ing  the'  neceffary  poriioris  of  bread  and 
meat,  feeing  that  thefe  were  of  good  qua- 
lity,  and  even  threatening  the  perfons 
whofe  province  it  was  to  provide  them,  with, 
difmiilion,  fhould   they  attempt   to  give 

what 
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what^was 'improper  or  deficient  in  quan- 
tity. 

Our  guefts,  after  this  commendable  at- 
lention  to  their  men,  rcturived  to! us,  to 
partake  of  a  wretched  fiipper,:  dirty  in  the 
extreme,  and  vilely  cooked ;  ..though,  in 
order  to  makeup  -for  this  forry  xepaft,  our  . 
Ikoft  brought  'U8  foihe  excellent  white 
'vrifM^  for  which  -  ^r^o£r  is  famous,  and 
very^Ihtle  infibdor  to  Champagne.  With 
thik  :the  gentlemen  feemed  perfectly  fatif- 
-fied;^'and  after  fuppcjt  entertdiined  us  very 
.pleafantly  with  military  detsdls,  fo  that 
we  parted  at  a  late  Eouf,  much  pleafed 
yAitv  oai  rencontre,  and  inftead  of  going 
to  b6d,  prejpared  to  continue  our  rcnite. 
'  In  the  morning,  finding  ouflel  ves  unable 
tO'ftatt  a6  early  a(i' we  had  purpofed  the 
preceding  evening,  owing  to  tb^  want  of 
horfe^  to  aflid'  ours  up  the  rapid  ^fcent 
that  takes  •  plac^  fodh  after  quitting  the 
town;  we  wer6  tncluced  to  vifit  the  church| 

hearing  that  it  had  not  been  ii^jured,  and 

A  A^  2  was 
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was  worth  £eeing«  We  went;  but  the  cb- 
jcGt  that  repaid  us  for  our  trouble  was  not 
in  the  church,  but  a  foint  dc  vut  in  our 
way  thither,  that  furpalTed  any  thing  o^ 
the  kind  L  had  befiore  (een. 

Fancy  a  bridge  ihoft  pid^ureiqiidy 
thrown  acrofs  the  viytt  JDu^imce^  which 
in  this  pa^  refembles  more  a  torrent  thaii 
a  river,  from  its  extremi^  rapidity,  whiift 
a  confideraUe  fall  takes,  ptace  condgvous 
to  the  bridge,  and  a  number  (^  nuU% 
placed  ()n  'proje^king  rocks,  appear  fu£> 
pended  over  the  inopeliuous  cinrent^ 
that  foams  and  dafhes  its :  water  asi  it 
flows,  producing  altogether  fuch  an  efie^fc 
on  the  fenfes  as  refuUf  from  a  jpei^oA 
eombioation  of  the  iu|»\iiA^  and  b^udfuL 
The  noife .  g^aiionfd;  by  ^Q  faU  aqd  the 
w///,  whiqh  were  all  4t  wpi^k,  waa  io  gr^^ 

that  we  coi^d  not  9^  the  tfme  heai?  *wfe 

« 

other  fpea^;  and  it  wsui  not  till  fome 
hours  aft^r  that  I  /<iem«d  .f>^e€t}7  to  h»Ty9 
recovered,  mj  he^riiQg.       ; 

Ac 
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At  niM^-^^^hzYizig  been  abk  to  procure 
ofte  horfe,  this  being  all  that  could  be 
Spared,  owing  to  the  extreme  number  oc* 
cnpied  by  the  military,-— we  left  this  dirty 
noify  town,  which  had  the  appearance  of 
a  camp ;  for  what  with  the  drums  beating 
and  trumpets  founding  Vappel^  and  every 
ftreet  and  avenue  thronged  with  foldiers^ 
I  could  have  fuppofed  myfelf,  if  not  in 
the  midft,  at  leaft  at  no  great  diftance  from, 
the  feat  of  wan 

-  Emerging  from  a  fcene  of  buftle  and 
confufion,  I  found  myfelf  imperceptibly 
in  a  region  to  me  extremely  new*  The 
atmofphere  cleared  as  we  advanced,  and 
though  it  was  intenfdy  cold,  I  congratu-* 
kted  myfelf  that  the  weather  was  favour- 
able to  obferv^tion.  The  fun  had  begun 
to  l^ht  up  the  tops  of  the  hills  that  bor- 
xlered  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  valley  we 
bad  to  traverfe  ere  we  commenced  our  af« 
cent,  whUH  the  icy  drop  pendant  on  every 

blade  of  grafs,  vine,  and  tree,  made  the 

A  A  3  profpeft^ 
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profped,  as  a  winter  one,  complete.  The 
road,  which  is  cut  in  the  msun  rock,  winds 
round  ftupendous  hills,  wooded  to  the 
top,  and  is  now  and  then  carried  along 
the  brink  of  deep  and  tremendous  preci* 
pices. 

When  ^e  had  gained  the  fummit,  about 
three  miles  from  Arbois^  we  fent  back 
the  man  and  his  horfe,  and  proceeded 
acrofs  an  irregular  plain,  until  we  had 
reached  a  chalet^  a  kind  of  dairy  or  milk* 
houfe,  where  the  mountaineers  make  their 
cheefe,  twelve  or  thirteen  miles  from  the 
place  we  had  left  in  the  morning.  Of 
thefe  chalets  there  are  feveral  difperfed  in 
various  parts  of  the  Jurai  but  this  was 
the  firft  I  had  feen,  and  which,  from  being 
contiguous  to  the  road,  was  rather  more 
amply  provided  than  the  generality  of 
thefe  rural  buildings  are.  Finding  we 
were  able  to  procure  fome  refrefhments, 
we  alighted  j  wifliing  moreover  to  reft  the 
horfes,  having  fifteen  miles  at  ieaft  to  go 

in 
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in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  no  inconfiderable 
diAance,  confidering  the  country,  the 
roads,  and  the  feafon :  befldes,  we  received 
the  plea/ant  intelligence,  that  we  ihould 
traverfe  a  foreft  of  fome  extent,  lately 
much  infefted  by  a  band  of  freebooters, 
compofed  of  deferters  from  the  different 
armies,  who,  fearful  of  returning  home, 
concealed  themfelves  in  the  adjacent  woods 
and  forefts,  and  lived  by  plunder.  This 
hint  haftened  our  departure,  and  having 
made  a  quick  repaft,  more  in  the  German 
than  French  ftyle,  we  quitted  this  fpot, 
commendihg  the  neatnefs  and  fimplicity 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  peaceful  dwelling, 
which  confided  of  a  young  man,  the 
mafter  of  the  chalet^  his  wife,  a  filler  a 
pretty  girl  of  fixteen,  who  was  extremely 
ferviceable  in  procuring  us  what  we  want- 
ed, and  an  old  woman  of  eighty,  who 
told  us  fhe  had  fpent  the  greateft  part  of 
her  life  in  a  neighbouring  convent,  where 
the  lady  abbefs  had  been  a  mother  to  her, 

A  A  4  and 
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and  had  promiied  to  take  care  of  her  as 
long  as  (he  lived ;  but  that,  unfortunately, 
things  were  now  altered;  and  fince  the 
fuppreffion  of  that  holy  community,  (he 
had  been  thrown  adrift  on  the  world,  and 
her  kind  benefadrefs  totally  left  deftitute; 
fo  that  for  herfelf,  having  met  with  thefe 
angels  J  fhe  added,  who  had  taken  her  un*- 
der  their  roof,  fhe  wanted  for  ilothing, 
1>ut  that  whatever  fhe  could  procure  from 
ffarangers  or  others,  fhe  fent  to  her  d6ar 
beloved  patron; — an  appeal  this  to  our 
charitable  feelings  which  there  was  no  re^ 
filling.  We  entrufted  fomething  to  her 
care  for  the  lady  abbefs,  and  took  om 
leave. 

On  entering  the  foreft  above  mentioned, 

could  I  have  divefled  myfelf  of  the  fears 

•  with  which  the  people  of  the  cbakt  had 

filled  my  imagination,  I  fhould  have  en« 

joyed  fo  noble  a. fight, 

'  Conceive,  my  dear  friend,  a  foreft  6f 
firs  and  larches,  of  it  leaft  eight  or  tei^ 

miles 
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miles  in  extent,  fcattered  in  the  wildeft 
profufion  over  the  fummits,  proje&ions, 
fides,  and  fleep  declivities  of  the  moun* 
tains,  whilft  huge  pieces  of  rocks  burft 
from  between  the  trees,  forming  a  pi£ture 
of  rude  nature.  In  other  parts,  however, 
we  traverfed  noble  and  beautiful  avenues, 
which  you  would  have  fuppofed  had  been 
formed  with  the  greateft  krt;  yet  had 
fear  fo  ftrongly  poflefibd  my  fenfes,  that 
every  objed;  I  could  not  clearly  difcem  I 
imagined  to  be  a  Rolando^  or  fpme  fuch 
tremendous  being. 

Yet  after  all  my  apprehenfions  we  fafely 
arrived  at  one  of  the  moft  pi<^urefque 
fpots  imaginable, — a  village  perfedly  far« 
jounded  by  mountains  of  extreme  height, 
covered  with  trees  at  this  mom^vA' whitened 
with  ice  and  fnow,  being  in  fa6t  a  fcitQ^ 
I  fhonld  fuppofe,  not  unlike  Cbaihofy  ia 
Savoy. 

FaKWeU 
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Lav&nne,  Dec.  t^ 

<Among  the  (now-topped  mountains  of 
the  yura^  the  lamentations  of  loye  ailailed 
my  ears.  At  the  pretty  village  of  Bonne^ 
vmdy  from  whence  I  wrote  laft,  I  was  un« 
expedledly  interefted  in  a  little  diftrefs  of 
the  heart.  While  I  was  thinking  of  rocks, 
precipices,  and  catarads,  and  how  I  fhould 
write  ^  about  them  and  about  them,"  and 
while  B.  was  making  inquiries  where  our 
paflports  and  luggage  were  to  be  examin- 
ed, fince  we  now  were  advancing  towards 
the  frontiers  of  the  French  republic, — ^a 
pretty-looking  young  woman,  the  niece  of 
the  innkeeper,  came  into  my  apartment, 
and^foon  contrived  to  draw  my  attention 
to  her  and  her  ftory. 

Her 
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Her  drefs*  and  iimplicity  of  mannersi 
united  to  the  ftrong  defire  fhe  exprefled 
of  aflifling  me,  and  of  obtaining  for  us  the 
beft  information  about  our  paflports,  ex- 
cited in  me  a  feeling  of  partiality ; — ^while 
4he,  perceiving  that  I  viewed  her  with 
other  eyes  than  thofe  of  indifference,  loft 
no  time  in  opening  to  me  her  heart  on  the 
univerfally-interefting  fubjed  of  Lovs. 

Marian  J  for  that  was  her  name,  tailed 
of  its  gaul  as  well  as  of  its  hohey.  She 
did  not,  like  Gay's  Rural  Maid, 

^<  Rich  in  poverty,  enjoy  content,'* 

In  her  native  mountsdns  ihe  felt  unhappi* 
nefs  from  the  want  of  money;  but  her 
wifhes  were  not  exorbitant ; 

**  She  would  not  have  envied  the  mifer  his  ftore» 
*9  Had  (he  but  enough  for  herfelf  and  one  more.** 

*  The  drefs  was  German, — viz.  no  capj  but  the  hair 
braided  round  the  head,-  and  faitened  with  two  gold 
pxns»  thick  waift,  and  fliort  coats:  the  whole  com- 
pletely unbecoming  i — but  a  pretty  woman  will  be 

The 
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The  fimple  fafi  i«, — Aat  diis  heroine  of 
the  mountains  had  a  fweetfaeart  in  the  army 
ixf  Italy,  and  cherifhed  the  hope  of  being 
aarried  to  him  on  his  rettim  ;-~but9  ^^  ! 
ihe  had  not  yet  wherewith  to  purdiafe-— 
fhe  marriage  bed:  and,  as  it  is  the  efta^ 
l£ihed  eiiftom  throughout  this  country 
lor  the  bride  to  provide  this  article  of  do* 
meftic  iumiture,  together  widi  a  wardrobe 
^rall  ftodoed,  preparatory  to  the  marrii^e^ 
J^r/^^r,— unable,  from  the  poverty  of  her 
drcumftances,  to  comply  with  the  bard 
reqcdfiticHis  which  cruel  cuftom  had  im- 
ftofcd,— rgrew  dgeded,  and  her  every  fe*- 
tufe  was  over (hadowed  with  the  ckmdsof 
melancholy. 

Money  flt>ating  in  her  imagination,  fiie 
wtflted  to  converfe  with  and  to  make  her- 
"ielf  known  to  me,  as  (he  was  told  we 
were  from  England,  which  flie  conceived 
40  be  the  region  of  money,*— the  happy 
tjOfand  where,  as  (he  fuppofed,  all  her  wants 

could 
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<t9uld  bc'cafily  ilippUecL     Nothing  could 
eq«al  ber  i^ichiity. 

As  flifi  was  :maldng  my  coffee,  (he  ex- 
preffed  her  furprife  that  Madame  f&ould 
v^ature  t9  crpfs  th«  mpuatains  at  this 
^z£oxi  of  tl)e  y^ar ;  aikl  then,  in  a  half- 
whifper,  ad^^d,  how  happy  (he  fliould  be 
if  we  woid4  take  her  with  U9  on  our  rc^ 
tjirn  .-^^  For  England,''  faid  fhe^  "  is,  I 
"  am  told,  t^^  beft  countyy  to  procure 
«.*  money  in" 

'  Exprefling  my  furprife  at  this  wiih,  as 
well  as  at  the  motive  of  it,  poor  Mana^ 
was  led  on  to  an  explanation : — ^^  I  have,'*- 
faid  fhe,  heaving  a  figh,  and  endeavouring 
to  fupprefs  a  tear  that  was  llarting  from 
her  eye, — ^*  1  have  an  attachment ; — et  fi 
"  j'avois  eu  de  Targent,  jp  me  ferois  raa-*» 
^  ri^  Tannee  pafi'e  au  iils  de  notre  voifin, 
**  un  brave  jeune  homme,  qui  a  une  bonne 
*^  profeffion^  et  qui  a  feryi.;-'— mais,  mal- 
^  heureuiement,  commj?  je  n'avois  pas  affez 
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^  pour  acbeter  mon  lit^  Ic  manage  a  ct^ 
•*  rompu,  et  puis  ajant  €i6  forc€  dc  job- 
•*  dre  Tannee,  Dieu  fait  fi  jamais  nous 
^  nous  rcverrons.— 

^^J'aime    mon  Andre    de    tout    mon 

^  coeur*/* ^Her  aunt,  howeyer,  at  this 

moment  calling  aloud  for  her,  fhe  was 
obliged  to  quit  me,  and  to  leave  her  ftory 
unfinKhcd ;  and  as  at  the  fame  inflant  eve* 
ry  thing  was  announced  to  be  ia  readinefs 
for  our  departure,  I  haflened  down  ffaurs ; 
but  as  the  unhappy  Marian  threw  herfelf 
Jn  my  way,  I  did  not  forget,  as  I  fhook 

r 

her  by  the  hand,  the  marriage^bed  and  her 

.  *  '<  And  if  I  had  had  money  I  fbould  have  been 
'^  married  laft  year  to  a  fine  young  man,  a  neighbour's 
**  fon,  in  a  good  (ituation,  who  has  (een  fervice  \  but, 
<^  unfortunately,  as  I  had  not  wherewith  to  buy  the 
*\  bed^'*  (alluding  to  the  abore-mentiooed  cttflx>m,) 
<<  the  marriage  was  broken  off;  and,  as  he  has  fimce 
«'  been  obliged  to  join  the  army,  God  knows  whether 
*<  we  (hall  ever  fee  each  other  again.—* 

««  I  love  my  Andrew  with  all  my  heart."—— 

fubftantial 
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Jubfiantial  reafon  for  wifliing  to  fee  Eng- 
land. 

While  I  was  liftening  to  the  tale  of  this' 
young  woman  above  ftairs,  B.  I  fbuiiif 
had  been  engaged  with  a  municipal  officer' 
below,  whom  the  innkeeper  had  obligingly 
fetched  in  order  to  fatisfy  him  about  his 
paflfportS)  as  he  wifhed  to  be  regular,  aiid 
to  avoid  the  unpleafantnefs  of  altercatibn' 
at'  the  douane.  With  this  interview  he  had 
been  not  a  little  amufed.  He  came  'ftr, 
me  fmiling,  and  faid^  he  had  been  ijitro-^ 
duced  to  a  municipal  officer  In  a  leathern 
apron ^  who  put  him  in  mind  of .  the 
ragged  Edik  of  Ulubra*.  ■     > 

This  officer,  who  was  cither  a  carpenter 
or  fawyer,  afked  to  fee  our  papers  :  when: 
he  had  read  them,  he  aflured  B.  that  we^ 
were  perfe£lly  en  regie;  therefore,  •*  quand* 
«  je  les  aurois  vife  f,"  added  he,  '*.  I  doubt 

♦  The  gentleman  muft  have   alluded  to  JuvenalV 
«•  Panhofus  vacuis  J£dili$  Ulubris.** — Sat.  x.  /.  102.- i 

EniTO^t 
^  *«  As  I  have  examined  them/' 

^  not 
2 
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*^  fiot  but  you  will  be  allowed  to  pais  the. 
•*  Ci-devant  convent  of  Benedidines,  fix 
^  miles  from  hence,  where  there  is  a  dou^ 
^.afffy  ere  you  reach  Joigney  the  laft 
^.frontier-town  on  the  French  fide  of 
•f  the  Jura ;  for  it  matters  not  whether 
^  you  are  vhl  at  the  convent  or  not, 
•*  ^hat   does  AOt  exempt  you   from  the 

From  bufinefs  the  tranfition  was  eafy  to 
politics.  Knowing  that  we  came  from 
Paris,  he  afked  of  R.  the  news,  inquired 
about  the  failing  of  the  Breft  fleet,  on 
1}oard  of  which. he  iaid  he  had  a  fon;  and 
concluded  his  difcourfe  on  the  times,  with, 
pioufly  thanking  God  that  there  had  been 
iio  Terrorifis  in  their  mountains,  and  that 
the  priefts  having  for  the  moft  part  taken 
the  oath,  the  fervice  of  the  church  was 
perfiormed  as  formerly. 

We  quitted  Bonne^vaud  with  a  full  in- 
tention pf  reaching  the  Swifs  frontier  that 
Qigfat;  and,   as  we  were  uncertain  how 

5  long 


iong  we  fhould  be  detained  at  the  above 
^ifiting  plates^  or  places  of  examination^ 
we  loft  no  time,  when  every  thing  was 
announced  to  be  ready  for  our  departure^ 
The  people  of  the  village  wanted  to  infpire 
us  with  fear,  but  without  effect. 

The  cold  was  intenfe,  but  the  road  was 
beautiful;  I  will  not,  however,  left  you 
fhould  think  me  tirefome,  diverge  into  a 
pidiurefque  defcription.  Suffice  it  to  fay^ 
that  as  we  were  forming  a  continual  zigzag 
along  the  fide^  of  mountains,  abforbed 
in  admiration  of  the  romantic  and  varying 
fcenery,  turning  one  of  the  fharp  angles 
of  the  rock,  we  perceived,  to  our  utter  af^ 
tonifhment,  a  numerous  company  feated 
round  a  large  fire,  in  the  fkirts  of  the  fo- 
reft,  at  no  great  diftance  from  that  part 
of  the  road  we  were  to  jpafs,  their  arms 
Tefting  againft  the  rock. 

Good  Heavens !  How  extreme  was 
my  alarm!  My  imagination  multiplied 
the  number   of   thefc  fuppofed  banditti^ 

1 B  fox 
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for    fuch   I   took   them    to  be,    fo  that 
I     already     concluded     myfelf     dr^^ged 
from    the   carriage,    &c« — when    two  of 
them  arofe,    and  advancing  towards  us, 
ordered  the  cocbc  to  Hop,  and  proceeding 
to  the  carriage  door,  demanded  our  paiP* 
port,  and  afked  where  we  were  going  ?— 
Seeing  me  half  dead    with  fear,   and  a^ 
white  as  a  fheet,  they  intreated  me  not  to 
be  alarmed,  for  they  were  not  come  to 
hurt  us ; — ^^  on  the  contrary,'*  faid  they, 
*'  we  are  fent  hither  to  protect  our  fellow- 
**  citizens,  and   apprehend    thofe   of  our 
"  companions  who  have  fo  cowardly  dc- 
"  ferted  their  colours,  and  of  late  infefted 
"  thefe   mountains.      Be   not,    therefore, 
"  afraid ; — produce  your  papers,  and  you 
"  ihall   without   moleilation   pafs  on/'— • 
A   demand   which   we  did   not    wait   to 
hear  a  fecond  time   repeated. — ^We  pro- 
duced  the    neceiTary   papers,    and    in    a 
fliort  time  arrived  at  the  ci*devant  con-^ 
vent. 

This 
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^This  building,  which  was  heretofore  in* 
habited  by  Benediftine  nvonks,  whofc  pnn 
perty  waft  immenfe,  is  noble,  land  moft 
pleafantly  fituated  in  a  large  valley  or 
bafin  (if  you  will  allow  me  this  expreffion^ 
not  being  able  to  find  any  other  word  that 
can  fo  exactly  d^fcribe  my  meaning,)  in 
the  centre  of  which  are  two  fmall  lakes 
that  communicate  with  the  well-known 
one  of  Joux^  at  no  great  diftance  from 
thence.  The  buildings  as  well  as  the 
grounds  once  belonging  to  this  community 
are  now  difpofed  of  to  difl^rent  individuals^ 
with  the  exception  of  one  of  the  wings^ 
refervcd  by  the  government  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  douam^  who  are  particu-* 
larly  (lri£k  in  their  examination  of  traveU 
lers,  requiring  an  exa^l:  account  of  what 
quantity  of  fpecie  they  have  with  them, 
for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the  exporta- 
tion of  coin,  &c* 

Here  we  were  forced  to  wait  with  the 
centinel  until  one  of  the  prepofa^  or  ex- 

B  B  2  cifemen. 
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cifemen,  made  his  appearance^  the  chief 
not  wifliing  to  be  difturbed.  When  this 
mail  came,  inftead  of  feeing  a  tremendous* 
looking  being,  with  large  whifkers  and 
forbidding  countenance,  ax:cording  to  my 
exped):ation,  we  perceived  a  very  poor  crea^ 
ture^  with  no  power-  of  iofpiring  terror^ 
>Iow,  in  order  to  fave  time,  as  we  drew 
nigh  the  Swifs  frontiers,  we  bethought 
ourfelves  of  trying  whether  the  old  mode 
of  bribery  would  prove  as  favourable  to 
our  defigns  under  the  new  regime  as  under 
the  old  one  :  fo  tempting  our  man  with  a 
piqftre^  he  looked  at  us,  and  returning  our 
papers,  f^d^  loud  enough  for  the  centinel 
to  hear,  that  as  we  were  perfeftly  en  rigle^ 
(which,  you  know,  is  their  expreffion,)  we 
might  purfue  our  route  to  yoigrie^  whilft 
he  quietly  turned  about,  pocketed  the  mo- 
ney, and  retired. 

Availing  ourfelves  of  this  pcrmiffion, 
we  continued  our  courfe  acrofs  a  plain 
chat  extended  fome  miles,  watered  by  dif-* 

9  fereat 
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fcrent  torrents ;  we  gradudly  got  deeper  in 
the  mountains. 

Owing  to  our  very  fortunate  reception 
at  the  convent^  we  were  enabled  to  reach 
Jotgne  by  one;  fo  that  we  immediately 
drove  to  the  bureau^  in  order  to  have  our 
luggage,    paflports,    &c«    examined ;    and 
while  my  caro  Ipofo  remained  there,  one 
of  the  officers  accompanied  me  to  the  inn, 
obferving,  that  my  prefence  was  unnecef- 
fary*     Matters  being  foon  fettled,  with  the 
affillance  of  our  billet  d^ acquit  of  Calais, 
which  we  had  preferved,  we  were  not  de- 
tained fo  long  as  we  had  feared ;   and  B« 
returned  elated  at  having  fo  well  fucceeded, 
extolling  the  civility  and  attention  he  had 
4^xperienced ;  for  though  the  people  there 
ilri^Uy   did    their   duty,    yet   were    they 
equally  anxious  in  replacing  every  article^ 
and  folicitous  that  nothing  fhould  be  loft. 
The  town,  by  fome  called  yoigni  and 
others  Joux^  is  remarkable  for  the  fingu- 
}arity  of  its  fituation,  being  by  nature  fo 

B  B  3  ftrongly 


374  ^    SKETCH    tfF 

flrongly  fortified   as  to  be  feated  at  the 
entrance  of  a  country  hirijfe^  or  in  other 
words  J^tked  on  all  fides  by  mountains  <X, 
cxtteme  height,  the  whole  of  which  are 
nearly   wooded   to  the   top,  and   contaia 
vaft  quantities  of  iron  ore,    at  this  moment 
worked  with  the  greateji  aSivlty  and  ad- 
vantage.    Its  caftle  ftands  on  the  fummlt 
of  an  abrupt  mountain  of  a   pyramldical 
form,  which,  from  its  extraordinary  pofi- 
tion,  attracts  the  traveller's  attention; — a 
pofition  fo  extremely  advantageous,  that  it 
lervcs  as  a  key  to  that  part  of  the  country. 
Its  fortifications  prior  to  the  revolution 
had  been  greatly  neglefted,  but  fince  that 
epoch  they  have  been  put  into  thorough 
repair;   and  even  clofe  to  the  town  there 
have  been  two  or  three  batteries  ere£ted, 
and  fo  excellently  placed,  as  B.  tells  me» 
that  the  entrance  of  the  defile  would  be 
completely  defended  in  cafe  of  attack,  they 
being,   from  their  elevated  fituation^  fhe^ 
iered  from  the   fire  of  the  ricocbcty  aQ4 

impoffible 
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impoflible  to   be  turned,    owing  to  the 
abruptnefs  of  the  rock. 

Not  far  from  hence  is  one  of  the  fa- 
mous pafTages  of  the  Jura^  an  aperture  cut 
in  the  main  rock,  by  order  of  Julius 
Caefar,  to  make  way  for  his  troops  to 
penetrate  from  Stvi/zerlaftJ  to  Germany. 

Immediately  on  leaving  the  town,  find- 
ing the  road  extremely  fteep  and  contract- 
ed, with  vaft  heaps  of  ice  and  fnow, 
which  would  have  made  it  unfafe  had  we 
remained  in  the  carriage,  it  was  judged 
mod  prudent  to  walk,  and  we  proceeded 
along  a  path  that  conduced  us  meandering 
acrofs  the  fnow  from  an  extreme  heighty 
until  we  gained  the  laboratory  bdonging 
to  the  iron  mines,  where  we  found  a 
number  of  hands  employed,  many  of 
them  young  men  who  had  ferved  two  or 
three  campaigns,  as  we  were  told  by  ^ne 
of  them,  who  was  loading  fbme  vsfood 
clofe  to  the  road. .    He  likewife  informed 

B  E  4  us. 
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US,  that  there  were  nearly  five  hundred 
people  at  prefent  employed  in  thefe  mines. 

After  getting  into  the  carriage,  we  pro- 
eeeded  a  few  miles  farther,  and  foon 
quitted  the  French  territories  to  enter 
thofe  of  Switzerland,  which  have  no  other 
limit  or  mark  of  feparation  than  a  pole,  on 
which  is  fixed  a  kind  of  vanCy  bearing 
the  arms  of  Berne, 

As  we  were  afcending  a  fteep  hill  we 
were  aiked  for  our  pajjports^  futm^y  &c.^ 
by  the  Swifs  guard ;  who  regularly  for- 
wards the  account  of  thofe  who  enter  the 
canton  to  the  government  oi  Berne.  Con-r 
tinuing  acrofs  a  thick  foreft  in  the  fame 
range  of  mountains,  we  found  ourfelveji 
imperceptibly  in  the  Pays  de  Vaudy  which, 
aftonifliing  to  fay,  even  at  this  unfavou^^- 
able  feafop,  is  beyond  defcriptiop  beautiful^ 
Never  fhall  I  forget  the  magnitude  of  the 
objeds  that  prefented  themfelves  at  once 
moil  unexpe<3|;ediy  to  my  view,  after  af- 

cen^n^ 
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cendxng  a  deep  and  rugged  hill,  when  I 
6rft  difcovered  that  great  primordial  chain 
of  the  Alp8,  in  an  extent  of  upwards  of  an 
hundred  miles. 

The  impreflion  this  had  on  my  fenfes 
is  beyond  conception  j  for  I  cried  out  with 
ecftafy,  and  could  fcarcely  contain  myfelf, 
while  beholding  the  chain  of  Glaciers^ 
and  Mont  Blanc  in  the  centre,  majeftically 
rearing  its  lofty  head  above  the  many  ftu«- 
pendous  mafles  that  furround  it;  and  I 
-  not  only  had  the  fatisfadion  of  retaimng 
thefe  noble  objeds  fbme  time  in  fight,  but 
continued  to  difcem  the  latter ^  fhaded  by 
a  deep  crimfon  hue,  thus  tinged  by  the  fet« 
ting  fun,  (the  day,  though  intenfely  cold, 
being  in  other  refpeds  favourable,)  while, 
the  reft  were  already  loft  in  the  dufky  veil 
of  evening. 

In  our  way  to  La  Serra^  the  firft  town 
on  the  Swifs  frontier,  where  we  were  ta 
ileep,  we  found  the  roads  ftoney  and  rug-^ 
^ed;  and  had  it  not  frozen  confiderably, 

they 
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they  would  have  been  impaflable ;  but  as 
it  was,  we  did  tolerably  welL  As  for  the 
town,  I  muft  acknowledge  I  was  dreadfully 
difappointed  ;  for  it  by  no  means  confirm- 

ed  the  very  favourable  idea  I  had  formed 
of  Swi/i  cleanlinefs  and  comfort :  the  town 
appears  miferablCf  and  the  inn,  though 
^ew,  unpleafant,  and  the  people  uncivil. 

In  the  morning  we  took  an  early  leave, 
and  foon  arrived  at  Laufanne  au  Uon  {fOr^ 
where  we  purpofe  flaying  a  few  days,  in 
order  to  recruit* — So  adieu  for  the  prefenN 
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Laufiune,  Jan.  i,  fjyfm 

yv^  have  been  here  for  fome  time  ftatioa* 
gry,  without  feeling  the  leaft  defire  of  quit- 
ting our  prefent  fituation ; — fo  truly  necei^ 
fary  was  repofe.  The  want  of  reft  through 
fatigue  and  anxiety  experienced  on  our  route 
was  fuch)  that  I  felt  my  ftrength  and  fpirits 
^Imoft  exhaufted.  Indeed,  I  believe  that 
very  few  woujd  hav?  ventured  to  traverfe 

» 

France^  ip  one  of  its  wideft  extents,  at  fo 
critical  a  nvoment|  and  under  fuch  (;\r^ 
cumftances,  befides  ourfelves. 

After  this  declaration,  you  may  es0j 
conceive  hpw  rejoiced  I  was  at  finding  we 
were  fafely  arrived  at  Laufanne,  in  the 
centre  of  a  charming  country,  where  the 
governments  as  mild  as  it    is  paternal, 

feenu 
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feems  wholly  occupied  with  infuring  the 
happinefs  and  comfort  of  the  governed^ 
and  where  every  Individual  appears  fenfible 
of  his  political  advantages. — ^No  wonder, 
then,  I  fhould  feel  myfelf  perfeftly  fecure, 
and  my  mind  relieved  from  the  burden 
that  had  fo  depreffed  it  fince  we  had  quit- 
ted Paris ;  for  I  fhall  not  attempt  to  dit 
iemble,  that  although  throughout  our 
journey  we  met  with  confiderable  civility 
and  few  difagreeables  on  the  part  of 
the  inhabitapts,  neverthelefs  the  idea  of 
being  at  the  mercy  of  a  qommiflary  of 
the  French  government,  or  even  of 
the  foldiery,  fp  numeroudy  diiperfed  in 
every  part  of  France,  who,  at  their  plea-' 
fure,  might  have  {loppe4  &nd  detained  us, 
was  a  painful  reflection,  I  deferve,  there^p 
fore,  fome  credit  for  njy  good  behaviour, 

cfpecially  as  I  am  not  deterred  from  pur-^ 
fuing  our  intended  route. 

Of  a  place  which  has  been  fo  ably  and 
fo  frequently  defcribed  by  difierent  travels 

lers. 
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lers,  botli  ancient  and  tdtodern,  I  ihall 
content  myfelf  with  faying,  that  from  the 
beauty  of  the  furrounding  country,  the 
views,  which  are  beyond  conception,  and 
the  excellent  well*chofen  foeiety  here  to  be 
met  with,  united  to  the  pleafant  agreeable 
manners  o£  the  inhabitants,  I  am  not  in 
the  leaft  furprifed  that  the  celebrated  Mr» 
Gibbon  fixed  his  favourite  reildence  in  itg 
environs ;  befides,  the  fpot  which  he  had 
chofen  is  truly  beautiful,  and  was  per- 
fe^y  calculated  for  the  purpofe  he  had 
taken  it. 

The  government  of  Berne^  heretofore 
fo  wealthy,  has  very  confiderably  increafed 
its  riches;  its  fpecie  in  gold  and  filver  is  very 
plentiful.  We  have  feen  fome  of  the  new 
coin,  which  is  truly  beautiful ; — ^in  value^ 
(I  mean  gold,)  of  48  livres,  24,  and  12  : 
the  filver,  fome  of  6,  and  others  of  3. 
The  impreflion  is  fimple,  but  elegant :— on 
one  fide,  are  the  arms  of  Berne^  with  the 

following 
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following  iafcriptioii;  ReJpubUcd  Eerritri^ 
Jis , — ^the  oppofite  fide  reprefents  WilUani 
Telly  the  founder^  as  you  knowj  of  the 
independence  of  the  Swifs,  retting  oil 
his  fabre,  with  the  words  Dominus  provi^ 
debit.       '  '  ' 

Here,  as  every  where  elfe,  the  abund-^ 
ance  of  fpecie  has  produced  fimilar  effeds ; 
for  every  article  of  life  throughout  Swit- 
zerland is  double  the  price  it  was  fome 
years  ago.  ^ 

At  Laufanne  there  appears  ftill  to  be  a 
vaft  number  of  emigrants,  not  only  front 
France,  but  from  Savoy,  Btabant,  Geneva, 
&c.  although  the  former  compbfe  the  great 
majority*  Of  Englifh  there  are  but  few, 
having  heard  of  two  families  only  that  at 
prefent  refide  here.  The  houfe  where  we 
are  being  one  of  the  beft,  and  the  com* 
pany  in  general  unexceptionable,  we  de-^ 
termined  on  doing  as  at  Parisy  and 
wherever  there  was  a  chance  of  meet-* 

ing 
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log  with  pleafant  fociety-— dining  at  the 
tabk  it  bite. 

The  firft  day  we  found  a  numerous  at 
femblage^  and  yrere  not  much  fatisfied^ 
the  majority  of  the  company  confiding  of 
young,  npify,  turbulent  French  emigrantdi 
a  few  of  the  fame  fort  from  Germany^ 
an  old  Swifs  colonel  of  the  name  of  ■  ^ 
and  ourfelves.  We  faid  little,  heard  a  vaft 
deal,  and  retired,  immediately  after  the  re<- 
pad  was  ended. 

The  next  day  meeting  with  much  the 
fame  party,  and  the  third  worfe,  if 
poflible,  we  determined  on  dining  in  our 
apartment ;  which  we  did  during  the  re- 
mainder of  our  ftay.    The  addition,  oa  the 

iecond  day,  confided  of  an  Englifliman, 

the  identical  refemblance  of  a  Mr. , 

a  gentleman  our  friend  was  formeriy  ac- 
quainted with  at  NicCy  and  two  or  trhee 
new  faces,  who  feemed  to  be  utter  ftrangers 
to  each  othen 

Now,    whether  the   young   emigrants, 
from  obfer\ing  thefe  extra  vifitors,  fan- 
cied 
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cied  that  by  making  more  noife  than 
ufual  they  would  pafs  for  people  of  confe- 
quence ;  or  whether  they  really  meant  to 
fluQ  and  difguft  the  reft  of  the  company, 
1  know  not  j — ^but  certain  it  is,  their  in- 
folence  of  behaviour  was  confiderably 
more  confpicuous  than  on  the  preceding 
day. — ^To  this  might  alfo  be  added>  their 
extreme  want  of  politenefs  and  attention,  fo 
unlike  men  of  fafhion,  which  was  what 
they  afie&ed  to  be.  Their  eternal  babil 
cn*politics,  in  fpite  of  a  printed  admoni- 
tion ftuck  up  in  the  room  by  order  of 
the  magiftrates,  prohibiting  any  political 
topics,  rendered  them  a  general  nui- 
fance* 

Thefe  young  Etourdis  *,  not  content  with 
converfing  with  each  other,  were  conti- 
nually attacking  the  old  colonel ;  who, 
though  as  great  a  royalift  as  aoy  of  them, 
endeavoured  to  reftrain  their  warmth  of 
temper  and  unqualified  language ;  but  in* 

*  Giddy-heads,  or  nttk-brainSr 

ftea^ 
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ftead  jof  attending  to  him,  they  pro- 
ceeded in  the  fame  way,  and  gave  us 
a  very  pitiable  idea  of  their  wifdom  and 
difcretion. 

You  will  fcarcely  believe  me  when  I 
tell  you  that  they  went  fo  far  as  to  talk  of 
the  kind  of  torture  they  fhould  inflict  as 
foon  as  they  re-entered  France,  (which 
they  dated  at  two  months  at  fartheft,)  on 
that  part  of  their  countrymen  who  had 
been  the  firft  promoters  of  the  revolution, 
including  likewife  thofe  who  had  accepted 
of  places  and  employ  under  the  exifting 
government.  When,  by  way  of  enforcing 
what  they  had  advanced,  to  ufe  their  own 
words  ;r— "  Nous  rentrcrons,"  faid  theyi 
*'  pour  retablir  la  monarchic,  et  pour  faire 
."  fentir  la  verge  de  fer  fur  tous  les  fcel^rats 
"  qui  compofent  maintenant  le  Diredoire, 
"  et  le  plupart  des  deux  Confeils  *:'*— then 

•  Wc  (hall  re-enter  France  to  re-cftablifli  the  mo- 
•'  narchy,  and  to  make  thofe  wretches  whocompofe  th^ 
f <  Directory  and  the  two  Councils  fee)  a  rod  of  itonJ* 

C  c  pafling 
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pafCng  in  review  and  calling  to  account 
princes,  generals,  minifters,  and  gOTem- 
ments,  at  a  moft  unmerciful  rate,  by  no 
means  fparing  our  cabinet ;  they  in  a  very 

illiberal  manner  cenfured  the  conduct  of 
Europe  in  general,  and  more  particularly 
the  Englifh  minifters,  condemmng  them 
loudly  for  not  having  forced  the  Swift 
Cantons  to  reje£t  Monfieur  Barthelemy's 
fervices,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  French 
government,  demanded  the  expulfipn  of 
^11  emigrants ;— a  demand  which  the  Can- 
ton of  Berne  has,  in  a  great  meafure,  com-* 
plied  with. 

Thus  did  they  vociferate  their  ccnfure 
and  their  rage,  and  made  it  appvent  that 
the  revenge  they  meditated  was  full  of 
blood.  They  were  affifted  by  the  Get- 
mans,  who,  though  murdering  xht  French 
language  fo  as  fcarcely  to  be  undetAood;^ 
would  put  in  a  word,  and  thereby  increaf- 
ed  the  din  and  confufion ;  fo  that  I  may 
truly  fay  I  never  was  more  difguited* 

The 


I 
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The  reft  of  the  company,  aghaft,  at- 
tempted not  to  (peak)  leaTing  the  whole  of 
the  bordea  to  the  colonel,  who,  though  he 
acquitted  himiblf  wonderfully  well,  fi:e« 
quently,  ia  return  for  his  advice  or  opi^ 
nion,  heard  them  cavilierly  humming  a 
tune,  which  at  laft  ended  hy  their  caNing 
the  waiter  to  bring  feme  burgundy  and 
champagne,  inviting  the  veteran  to  drink : 
^'  for,'*  faid  they,  addreffing;  thctafelv^a  to 
^^  him^  V0U8  en  boirez,  Colonel  i  car  A>yej{ 
^  fur,  que  nous  en^  recouvrerons  bientdt  df 
"  nos  terrcs*i'*  thereby  fuppodng  to  gain 
advantage  on  the  argum^enta  of  the  dd 
man,  who  oftentimes  ced^  to  avoid  diA* 
pute. 

But  the  circumftance  that  ferved  tp 
amufe  us,  and  the  one  I  would  have  given 
the  world  for  you  to  have  feen,  was  the 
countenance  and  manner  of  the  ftranger 
we  took. for  an  Englifliman,  who,  during 

♦  «  You  miift  drink  fonie.  Colonel  r  for  be  aflured 
^  that  we  iball  very  foon  recover  our  eftates.^ 

£  C  a  this 
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this  curious  altercation^  attended  to  tbe 
whole  with  pure  fang-^Jroid^  not  even  al- 
lowing himfelf  to  difcontinue  his  repaft;  but 
gravely  kept  eating  on,  and  when  he  had 
iinifhed,  with  equal  compofure  placed  his 
knife  and  fork  on  each  fide  his  plate ;  then 
taking  from   his  waiftcoat  pocket  a  glafs^ 
4ie,   with    a    phyliognomy    that    wanted 
not    a  -Lavater  to   decypher,    attentively 
fixed   each   of    thefe    young    men,    one 
after  the  other,  without  forgetting  the  old 
colonel, — lifted -Kis  eyes  towards  the  ceil- 
ing, — drank  his  wine, — as  deliberately  re- 
turned  the  glafs'lnto'his  pocket, — got  up, 
and   left   the   room,    without  having  ut- 
tered a  fyllable  the  whole  time ;  leaving 
us,  who  had   attentively   Watched  every 
motion,    imprelTed    with    no   mean*  opi- 
nion of    his   talent  pour    Ic  Jilence;    for 
I   think    I    never   before    faw  tacit    do^ 
cution    fo    truly    expreflive.      We    have 
ilnce  endeavoured  to  find  him   out^  but 
cai^not, 

-  Vviom 
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Various  aire  the  mifreprefeniations  given 
b^  tbic  emigrants  of  the  prefent  .in^ 
tecnal  c&te  of  Franoe^  who,;  in  all  proba- 
hili^^.liate  renmn^d  in  Switzerland  from, 
the  conAnecicement  of  thf  revolution,  and 
confequently  know  nothing  but  from  re^ 
port ;  fexvp  th^q  people  credited,  and  the 
Swi£»  belittle  ctpry^  fylfeble  they  advance. 

Although' tl^is  put  of  the  qountry  is^cpnti* 
gi^pns,  to  the  French  fjcontiers^  yet  fre  the 
people  uiiACqiJ^ted  with  what  pa0es  there 
at  the .  inomentf  j  a^d  what  is  woife,  fo 
biailed .  and  outr^  are  -  they  in  their  no- 
tipQS^ :  that  witb  the  greateft  7  feritHifnefs 
abfurdities '  dfQ  told^  -  and.  \yith  the.  great- 
eft  faith  received.  Extraordinary  cir- 
cinnftancea  arc  §very  day  related,  that 
we,  who  hav6  ;fo  recently  traverfed  that 
country,  and  I .  ijiay  add  with  our  eyes 
and  ears  open,  iiave  .neither :  heard  nor 
feen. 

As  a  proof  of  this,  you  muft  permit  me 

to  repeat  part  of  a  converfation  which  took 

c  c  3  place 
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place  laft  night  at  0116  of  the  xnoft  Rv 
fpe^abte  houfes  in  Laufiume ;  for,  tfaon^ 
k  does  not  relate  to  Ffance,  yet,  fiom  ka 
gSkOAng  a  countrj  at  pideot  attadied  to 
ibat  sepublic,  it  may  be  conMered  as  the 
fame. 

Madattefi  ■  ■  ,  wholiad  kmdiy  ia^ed 
«  to  meet  a  party  ^i!nr  cBoiJSP  of  both  fexes, 
received  us  wiA'  aS  the  poUtetiefs  and  at« 
tentiofi  pofliUe,  and  wiiSe  t3ic  reft  of  the 
company  wtire  at  cards^  we  havkfg  4e« 
cfined  playing,  fiie  moft  energetically^  and 
with  apparent  intereft,  finding  we  were 
preparing  to  proceed  ^:o  Geneva^  ufed  every 
argtimcftit  to  difluade  us  from  it ;  but  when 
ihe  fouDid  that  our  intention  was  not  only 
to  vifk  that  city,  but  eten  to  proceed  eon^ 
lider^ibly  farther,  &e  could  no  longer,  re- 
frain  exclaiming,  addrcfiing  herfelf  more 
particularly -to  B.  *♦  You  furely  have 
^  not  the  courage  to  take  Madame  voire 
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^  ip^ufe!^  acrofs  a  country  (meaning  Sa^oy) 
^^  of  ravages,  where  at  this  moment  you  are 
^  not  certain  whether  the  greateft  atrocities 
••  are  not  committed  :**— theii  lowering 
her  voice,  ihiUgging  up  her  fhoulders,  and 
appearing  wonderfully  myfterious,  ihe  ac-» 
quainted  him  that  at  prefent  in  Savoy  there 
19B8  the  greateft  nlk  of  becoming  enrage^ 
that  difeafe  being  extremely  common,  as 
plufieurs  perfonnes^  entre  autres  Ma-* 
dame  k  Comtefie  de  ■  ■  f,  had  afiured 
htt. 

Being  unaUe  to  hear  what  flie  was 
Imparting  to  B.,  I  requefted  to  be  in« 
fomiied,  being  a  party  concerned;  when 
file  Jondly,  though  with  extreme  relud* 
adtit, '  complied,  by  faying-*-"  puifqu'ii 
^  C^ut  abfolument,  Madame,  fatisfaire 
^^  votM  curlo(it<f,  je  le  ferai  toute  xie 
^  fmte ;    mais  je  vous  avoue   que  cela 

•  **  Madam  your  fpoufe." 

t  **  Many  perfont,  among  othen  lAidam  the  Coun- 
«  iefa  of  — — ." 

fc^4  «*m« 
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"  me  fait  de  la  peine*:"  theni  rejpeatmg 

verbatim,  what  flie  had  communtci^ted .  to 

our  friend,  added^  " /A/>  malady,  was  un- 

"  fiDrtunateJy  iatrodttced  laft  iuuamer  into 

^^  Savoy y  Qwing  to  feme  hogs  hayinjg  bc!€B 

**  bit  by  dogs  who  weire  in  that  ftatc^  and 

^  of  which  there  were  vaft  numbers ;"— 

that  in  confequence  of  !the  Icnown  poverty 

of  the  inhahitahts,  which- was  truly,  become 

proverbial^  though  mpre  particularly  fincc 

the  revolution,  thofi^  hbgs*  had  beexx  lulled 

and  eaten  by  the  people  ;  which  faid  peori 

pie,    from  th^t    cif  cmiiftatBce^-  -  had  -  bien 

feized   with;  the   hy^drpphobia,  -^ad;;  ha<) 

propagated-  that   raal?i(ly ;:  thrdugh^> » .th^ 

country* — Th<sji  Idgi^itfg  yexy  fotoi^fcrfr** 

^^  Can  yoii-^eaHy,^  continued  fhe^.  "^  pcr-» 

:fift   III  your  iritentioa:? ...  Libink  JoU 

never  cad.j  for-If  you.do^  thcBe  femtiris 

"  Icarceiy  a  doubt  butyoji  will  both  .'meet 

"  the  fame  fate." 

*  <«  As  I  am  bound.  Madam,  to  fatisfy  youx  curi- 
^  ofity,  I  will  do  ic  Mc^thout  \oi%  of  tinle ;  but  I  con^ 
«  fefs  to  you  that  it  gives  me  pain  to  do  it.^' ' 

-  -  *  '  At 


it 
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At  this  1  could  hardl/  tfefrain  ISOgliiHg^'j 
but  feeing  how  extremely  an:}tiauS'|he>>j^ 
about  us,  we  thanked  her  fcr«  her  attention^ 
promiimg:  faithfully  not  to  idVance  m  that 
horrid  country,  ihould  wov  perceive  the 
leaft  danger.'  ,  ..  -  j  %/'     . 

One  word  more,  and  then  :L  fliall  have 
done  for  the  prefenL — ^Do  not,  I  intreat 
you,  my  dear  friend,  from  what  I  have 
here  faid  of  emigrants  in  general,  fuppofo 
I  mean  to  include  the  whole  under  the 
fame  defcription.    By  no  means ;  I  fhould 
be  extremely  grieved  to  be  fo  underftood ; 
for  fome  of  them  are  truly  deferving, — as 
engaging  as  they  are  unfortunate  j  but  of 
thefe  there  are  not  many.     Here  in  par- 
ticular are  feveral  refpeAable  families  of 
them,  who  refide  in  the  environs,  retired 
and  beloved,  patiently  waiting  the  decifion 
of  their  country,   in  the  hope  that  fome- 
thing  may  turn  out  favourable  for  them. 
One  of  thefe  we  have  vifited, — ?l  charming 
amiable   family  from  Savoy,   whom   we 

found 
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found  every  thing  we  could  wifh^'  a  mo« 
del  of  patience  and  refignation^  living  with 
estreme  economy,  and  yet  doing  much 
good;  and  happy  are  we  to  find,  from 
srbat  we  have  been  given  to  underftand^ 
that  there  is  a  probability  of  theft  as  well 
as  others  loon  reentering  their  country. 

Yourts  finccrely. 
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On  leaidng  Lat^anne^  in  order  to  proceed 
to  Secberonr^  I  was  delighted  at  finding 
^e  road  fo  beautiful,  continuing  for  t^ 
^ace  of  thirty  Engliih  miles  at  no  great 

dii^nce  ^m  the  banks  of  the  lake.  Wa 
pafied  through  Morgcs^  RoUe^  Nion^  Copet^ 
Veffoix^  &c.,  places  that  are  every  one 
feated  near  the  lake,  and  of  courfe  ex<* 
tremely  defirable. 

At  RoUc  we  flopped  to  vifit  a  lady  of  fome 
'  confequence,  to  whom  we  had  been  ftrong*- 
ly  recommended,  and  who  received  us 
with  all  politenefs ;  but  unfortunately,^  like 
poor  Madame  S— —  of  Laufanne^  her 
mind  Was  fo  prepoflefTed  by  falfe  and  ex- 
aggerated ideas,  and  fhe  was  fo  much  more 
cutre  in  her  relations,   if  poifible,   than 

a  the 
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the  former  lady,  that  I  was  all  amaze* 
ment. 

She  thus  addreffed  me,  on  learning  that 
it  was  our  intention  tQ  crqk ,  Savoy  :^^ 
**  Auriez>vous  bien  le  courage  *d*aller  en- 
"  core  chez  cette  nation  de  monftres,  (car 
"  a^prcfent  je  lbs  regarde  comme  Fran- 
^  9ais,)  vomis  paf  4es  Enfers-  pour  te  tour*^ 
**  ment  de  Ihumanite?  'Natioh  horrible  I 
*'  que  je  defirerais  de  tout  mon  cecur  etre  a 
*•  jamais  effacee  du  globe  qUe  nous  ha- 
•^  bitons  *!" — to 'which  was  added  many 
other  wifhes  mtich  in  the  fame  ftyle,  with 

I  r 

anecdotes  in  abundance,  by-way  of  ex-» 
'ample.  The  crimes  Geneva-  had  i^cently 
committed  flie  attributed  entirely  to  an  imi- 
tatibn  of  the  French.  As,  however,  we 
were  fully  bent  on  purfuing  oiir  journey, 

•  •  •  • 

*  ^^  Can  you  have  fo  much  courage  3$  to  go  info 
<<  this  nation  of  mo»(lecs»  (^o^.^t  prefent  I  look  qh 
"  them  as  Frcnchi)-  vomited  by.  Hell,  to  be  the 
**  torment  of  humanity?  O  horrible  nation  !  I  hearti- 
<<  ly  wiih  that  it  could  be  blotted  for  ever  from  the 
««  face  of  this  habitable  globe  I"       "  '  ^ 

all 
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all  oratory  was  thrown  away.  We  confi- 
dered,  that  this  lady  being  one  of  thole 
who  had  grievoufly  fufFered  both  by  the 
revolution  of  FAnce  and  that  of  Geneva, 
ibme  allowance '  was  to  be  made  for  her. 

At  Nzouy  a  fmall  town  belonging  to  the 
Pays  de  Vaudy  are  feveral  good  honfes 
agreeably  litnated,  which  command  ail  ex- 

* 

tenfive  view  of  thd  lake,  and  from  that 
circumftance,  prevloufly  to  the  revolution, 
were  in  general  occupied  by  Englifh  fa- 
milies,  but  now  very  nearly  all  deferted ; 
fo  that  the  proprietors  of  thofe  dwellings 
bitterly  inveigh  againft  the  effedts  of  the 
war  J  and  this  is  the  firfl  place  in  Switzer- 
land where  we  have  remarked  difcontent 
fo  truly  vifible.  At  this  place  too,  we  were 
likewife  obliged  to  repair  to  the  Bureau 
Suifs  eftablinied  in  that  town,  in  brder  to 
make  known  the  quantity  of  fpecie  we  had 
about  us,  and  there  procure  SLnacifiowkd^^ 
ment  for  the  fame :  a  form  at  prefent  re- 
quired of  all  ftrangers  ere  they  proceed  to 
"Verfoixy  a  French  town  that  lies -on  the 

dire& 


39$  A   SKETCH    OF 

dired  high  road  to  Geneva,  which  is  no% 
to  be  avoided,  and  where,  without  the 
above  acknowledgment,  we  ihould  not 
only  be  prevented  purfuiog  our  route,  but 
(land  the  chance  of  having  the  whole  of 
pur  baggage  and  ipecie  taken  from  us. 

Copet  we  merdy  pafled  through,  and  by 
feeing  the  chateau  c^  the  fame  name  that 
commands  the  town,  open  and  inhabited, 
we  rightly  conje&ured  that  Monfl  Neciar^ 
the  proprietor  of  that  noble  manfion,  and 
the  ci-devant  ex-minifterpf  France,  was  in 
adual  pofleffion  of  it  j  who  IiIkI  with  him 
ftt  that  dme  his  daughter,  Madame  la 
Comtefle  de  Staal^  a  lady  well  known  in 
die  literary  world. 

Advancing  towards  Verjoix^  we  expe* 
ficnced  a  very  difagreeable  rencontres- 
Stopping  oppofite  to  the  douane^  cur  friend 
got  out,  meaning  to  repair  imme£ately  to 
die  c^ce,  that  every  appearance  of  fufpi* 
oon  might  be  removed,  and  ourfelves  be 
dedared  tn  regie.  Judge  of  his  fiurprife 
jaid  of  my  fhock,  at  finding  himfelf  a£- 
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iailed  by  two  fufikiff  oh  q-uittitig  the  car* 
riage;  ^ho^  "o^liUe  altenkptifig  to  collar 
him,  in  very  abufive  language  comnMUkled 
him  to  accompany  thdm,  faying^-p-*^  Al- 
^  Ions  vite,  votre  pajSR^ort ;  vous  be  nou9 
**  £cbappere%  pis*/* 

On.  this  a  moft  cnrioiis  dkxxxciA^ik  took 
place;  t&t^  wilh  moi^e  jj^i^ce df  ifilfld^ 
and  a  greater  fkds^  of  Ji^i^^oid  ikaA  t 
could  hare  fuppbfed  his^  capable  6{  aftef 
fuch  a  falutatioxi,  ^  Meffieurs/'  fe^«d  h^ 
endeavouring  to  x^each  the  houie^  ^^  voulez* 
^'  YOU8  bien  entreif  ati  buteaiu,  et  jt  vouft 
"  fatisferai/*  "  Qu*appellez-vdti8  M^ 
^^Jieurs  ?"  retorted  they  angrily. — ^^  Mm^ 
^Jieur  voua-menie !"  r^^echoed  they  all  at 
once,  ^^  fachez  que  notts  fommes  des  Ci^ 
**  toyens.'*  •*  Eh-bien,"  refumed  he, 
"  Melfieurs  les  Gtoyefls,  fi  vous  voulez  :'* 
at  which  the  moll  boifterous  of  the  two, 
whofe    very    look     made    me    tronble^ 

*  ^  Make  tefte,  your  pxflport ;«— yon  (hall  not  get 
^  away  from  ui."* 

^  added. 
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added, '  with  great  marJb  of  ill-humour, 
^*  Qtcyen  tout-^wrtf  et  point  de  :h^^ 
^  nage*»*' 

This  fcene,  by.no  ^means  a  pleafant  one, 
poffing  immediately  before  my  eyes,  and 
to  which,  during  the  converfation,  French 
epith^s  of  V4ilgar  contempt  had  not  been 
fpared,  caufed  me  much  ^  perplexity,  b^r 
ing  for*  the  moment  lefc  totally  by  my- 
felf,,  (wind  keen  and  cold  extreme,)  to 
the  mercy  of  three  poor  ieqfis^  who,  had 
they  not  been  fairly,  knocked  up,  would 
not  fo  quietly  have  waited  for  their  maf- 
ter,  who  was  alfo  gone  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  himfelf. 

After  w^ting  fome  time,  and  not  feeing 
a  creature  appear,  I  determined  on  making 

4 

•  "  Meffleursj  if  you  will  ftcp  into  your  office  I 

««  will   fatisfy  you." "  What  f  do  you  call  us 

«*  Afj^^wr/ /— You  yourfelf  arc  a  Mohfteuf^  but  know 

"  that    we    are   Cithunj." "  Well,    Mejftewrs 

««  CiUzinSf  if  this  plcafcs  you/'— — *«  No !  plmn 
^<  Citizfn^  without  addidon,  and  without  ^ay  of  youT 
«  wit.*' 

myfelf 
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.aayfctf  heatd  j  hutsfi  I  w^si^b^Ut  to  call 
^loud  £or  relief^  I -perceived- -our  fnegd 

•  •  • 

coming  towards  me,  followed  by  fiye  or 
.fi^  t)f  the  excifemen,  qx  prepojas  dti  bureau^ 

.  who,  fronj  th^r  ^!^^4^^^S-^?P^^9^^^^ 
brutal  manner  f>f  addreffing  us,  gayem^e  more 

.the  idea  of  banditti  than  of  ,4Py  thipg  elCe. 
-AdYJincing  tc^ards  the  carriage,  they  or- 
dered  me  to  get  pjit,  and  fcarcely  giving 
me  time  fo  to  do,  opened  both  the  doors, 
jas  if  certain  of  finding  a  prize,  ranfacked 
jevery  thing,  and  even  attempted  to  fearch 
my  pockets.  To  reftrain  their  infolence, 
we  threatened  to  complain  to  the  prefent 
r^idjpnt  of  France  to  the  republic  of  Ge- 

.  neva,  Monf!  Adel^  "whof?  charaiSer  we 
had  been  informed  to  be  truly '  amiabfc, 
and  the.  dired.  oppofite  to  his  predeceffbr 
Soulaviy  who  was  not  merely  the  lafent 
<:aufe,  ,but  t^ie  inftigator  of  tte.  troubles  at 

Geneva;  whereas  this  perfoir endeavours 

^^     '  '    M.      ^^  If   *  -  -'•  ^  '-    i   •       •  11   '  ^^ 
to  conciliate  all  parties,  and  is  ^  really  re- 

'fpeftea  ^y  th'em.,  '^buvcoaifUM^^ 

US.  and  th^y  nqdmg  us  perfift  in  our  f  eiGm- 
*     L  :.. ,.   :.:*  ;o,a     -^-^T    ^  i:  j  h:ibn;iT|jb 
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tion,  defiftedy  though  not  uhtil  I  hsA  t:ikea 
iftrery  thing  oizt  of  my  pockets  to  -ttlAnfy 
their  curiofity. 

Here  I  had  a  fecond  opportunity  of  wit- 
neiBng,  fince  our  entrance  into  France,  (the 
forji  being  at  Calais[\  the  horrid  eSe£b  of 
dut  brutali^  and  fkvage  manner  of  p^o^ 
eeeding  introduced  by  the  Jacobin8»  which 
the  exifimg  govemmeilt  have  not  as  yet 
been  endrely  able  to  fupprefsi  but  which^ 
it  isr  to  be  hoped,  they  will  not  be  remiis 
in  new-modelling ;  for  at  prefent  the  be- 
liaviour  and  arrogance  of  thefe  people  are 
iniufierable. 

Thus  detained  a  confiderable  time,  fhi- 
vering  with  cold,  were  we  at  laft  allowed 
to  proceed  ;— »but  no  fooner  had  we  cone 
gratulated  each  other  on  being  liberated^ 
than  we,  about  a  mile  farther,  contiguous 
to  the  bridge  that  ferves  as  a  limit  l>etween 
the  French  ?ind  Gcnevefe  territory,  were 
'4gmn  ordered  to  halt^  by  four  drunken  foU 
diers,  who^  with  dreadful  imprecatton^y 
demanded  our  pafljport.    Mot  immediately 

diico- 
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difcovering  their  ftale  of  in^riatian,  yft 
remonflrated ;  faying,  that  furely  the  title 
of  citizen  hj  no  means  authorifed  thetai  to 
infult  traveKers,  particularly  thole  who 
'  vifh  not  to  deviate  from  the  rttles  of  their 
government,  and  that  we  had  really  ibme 
doubts  whether  they  could  read  the  paiir 
port  when  given ;  at  which  they  put  them* 
felves  into  a  violent  pailton,  while  one  in 
particular,  thrufling  his  head  in  at  the 
coach^wjiadow,  iHDvled  out,^-r^  Non,  ce 
^^  n^eft  pas  feulefsent  votM  pafleport  qua 
^^  nous  voidons  voir ;  nuds  auflt  ceiui  de 
'*  ce  jeone  homme  que  vou»  cachez  avec 
^  tant  de  Toin  dans  le  coin  de  la  voi* 
*•  ture  * :"— -meaning  mc^  whp,  from  my 
drefs,  (being  in  a  ridtng*habit,)  he  had 
ehofen  to  tran^orm  into  one  of  the  mafcu* 
line  genden   Here,  however,  a  corporal  in« 

* 

terfered,  who,  being  lefs  intoxicated  than  the 

^  <'  Wc  Will  not  only  examine  your  paflport,  but 
^  yourfelf ;  and  ure  will  alfo  fee  who  fiat  young  man 
**  18  whom  yoQ  conceal  with  fo  much  care  in  the 
V  comet  of  the  caniage.** 

D  D  2  reft, 
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nft)  perufed  the  pafljport,  and  feeing  that 
I  was  inferted  in  it,  as  wife  to  the  citoyen^ 
explained  the  myftery  and  terminated  the 
difpute. 

This  point  being  fettled,  we  quitted  the 
French  frontiers,  and  entered  thofe  of  Ge- 
neva,yJr  thefpact  of  four  miks  onfyy—^hea 
we  had  again  a  fmall  French  village  to  tra- 
verfe ;  fo  ftrangely  are  here  intermixed  the 
territories  of  France,  Bemcj  and  Geneva  j 
—a  circumftance  which  at  this  moment 
caufes  much  injury  to  trade,  an  entrave^ 
cj  cheeky  which,  to  the  furprife  of  the 
major  part  of  the  mercantile  houfes,  ap- 
pear^ to  be  more  feverely  felt  by  the 
French  themfelves  than  by  the  other 
powers. 

Knowing  that  we  were  to  crofs  this 
village,  we  were  in  continual  expe<fia- 
tion  of  hearing  the  word  of  command,— 
balte^a'^y  which  terrible  fumraons  at  laft 
arrived  j  but  fortunately  for  us^  inftead  of 

♦  Stop ! 

meeting 
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ineeting  with  a  repetition .  of  bdbaviour 

iimilar  to  what  we  had  juft  expei;ieiiced> 

wc  found  the  'dt^boU  corps '  cxtrcxneljr  io?- 

nStte ;  for,  hdving  merely  feen  that  .we 

were  en  f^gk^  they.aliowed^ils.to  pafsloni, 

and  we   foon  after  had   t|ie  fatisf^dioh 

of  amving    fafe    at  P Hotel  id^jingittenr 

at    SecbtroHj  *  the   fweet  Tpot   I    had   4b 

often  heard  B.  delcribe  in  raptures,  and 

where  we  were  expeded.  -  Here  then,  iA)r 

friend,  have  we  taken  another  refpite  jT'ai 

you  will  perceive  by  the  date  of  the  f«:e- 

fent,-~the  Iq/i  being  the  ift  inftailt,;and 

this  the  14th ; — ^it  bdng  the  only  place,  I 

can  fafely   fay,  where  we  have,  for  the 

firfl  time  fince  we  left  England,  met  with 

what  can  be  deemed  EngUJb  comfortA*      '. » 
This  houfe,  ftill  kept  by  the  Meffije^iy 

Dejeans,  to  whom  it  belongs,  (perfofls  wiell 
known  by  the  generality  of  our  coimtry- 
men,  for  their  great  attention,  civility,  and 
excellent  charafier,)  is  extenfive,  conveni- 
ent, and  moft  defirably  fituated ;  for,  zU 
though  feated  on  the  difed  high  road  to 

DD  ^  Geneva, 
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-G«fieva,  fittm  inrhence  it  is  about  x  mik 
^ftant,  it  has  tht  appearance  €^  a  cbap 
teau,  entoar^'^  by  beautiful  grounds  bdosig« 
iiig  to  different  individuals^  while  the 
iack  c^  the  hoisfe»«--«^at  no  great  diftance 
£ram,  the  lake,  btit  iiot  abfolutety  contigu^ 
0us  to  iti^-^ommands  a  moft  noble  view 
Off  the  mountains  on  the  fide  of  Sa^oy, 
talcix^g  in  the  Sdew^  Vaurons^  Mole^  a  part 
^  the  Ciaciersj .  and  Mont  Bkw  In  the 
€etttre#  £sq;^erieiicing  myfel£  c<nnfortabLy 
fituated^  I  thought  myfelf  relieved,  for  the 
:time  behig  at  leaft,.  from  any  further  ia«- 
quietude:  but  our  £riend,  who  had«  feen 
this  place  under  a  more  favotrabls  aiped, 
foon  perceived  the  viiible  alteration  in  the 
cinievant  cooveniencies  and  even  elegance 
of  furniture,  &c.  in  the  dwelKng  we  were 
!n ;  therdfore  naturally  began  to  fear  the 
late  dS&ibrous  fituation  of  G^eya  had  alfo 

* 

involved  tkefe  good  people,  and  been  the 
caufe  of  fo  confpicuous  a  change;  which 

*  SurroutidcdL 
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WW  exa^tiy  the  ea&  r^fbr  they  not  only 
cpa&toed  hit  $l(^lciott8,  but  gaVe  us  fe 
hoirict  9  detail  of  the  violeoce  and  extreme 
Difurka  o£  injafilce  that  had  been  commit* 
ted,  ia  smltatiofl:  of  the  French,  tfaiat  I 
begaa  to  thiiik  the  good  b^y  tX  RoUt 
Dot  £0  extrava^nt  A  «t  ftift  I  hid  bc^.  ^ 

led  tat  fiippofek 

Sorry  am  I  to  add,  thkfc  two  ia^rtdu*' 
di  y»«re  aflafltnated  by  a  Mred  mob  not 
more  than  fix  weeks  or  two  taoaxlM  be» 
fere  our  arrivaL  Thdfe  perfoo*  hifvkig 
^een  imiwiroaed  with  msdy  otheA  during 
tfke  troubles,  had  confequently  uftdergoner 
tfMir  triid,  and  though  acqukced  by  the 
jury,  were  (horrible  to  relate  t)  murdered 
at  mid-day,  in  the  pre&nce  ci  the  ma^« 
ftrates  and  a  concourfe  of  people,  as  they 
were  going  out  of  court  $—«  dilgrace^ 
fiicely,  to  the  country,  and  a  con^cing 
proof  that  the  then  newly-crested  goYem^ 
neot  of  Geneva,  in  inutadon  of  that  (^ 
Fiance,  bong  vnthout  ekher  ftrength  ot 
power,— life,  fiberty,  and  property  ml^t 

PD4  tnily 
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truly  fcfe  fal4-'to  be  at:  the  mercy  df^nHlV 
creants,  whpfe  bnbf  purfbh  wais  to  do^-al^^ 
the  mifchSef :  they  ccmldJ  But  as  it  is^not' 
my  intention  'to  write  the  hifltorjr  of-lhcJ' 
revolutiQ/S  of  Geneva,'  t^ts  fketch  miy* 
probably  fetisfyfyon.  .:Should  it  not,  aod 
that  vyoaaflill .  contmuei  tn:  be  defiroai  :of. 
knowing  more  about  it,  I  may,  ?t  owf  r©*. 
taAtGxan  Cbamberry^\diA  oapItahof^Savdy, 
vher^  we  *e;|>tqparJng'tD:go  iii  a  iky  •& 

tW^f    JTfiifeSft*   the   fubjeai  r     •  -rl;    _'r;£fl 

^. As  .foi^  the  fitUation  o^  ^Se^bfrouy,  j/9Ut 
would'  l?^ -delighted. with/ iti  aJthfl^h  fy^ 
iog  it,.a%;i  do»  to  thetgrealteit  difkdvanfagfV; 
owing  toLthe.  Ceafoo,  and.  f  hange.  ofr^iogk 
in  this,  .pai^t;  pf  the  world*  .  .  v  ,  i 
.  The  nijiny  elegant  villas  n^ofl  defir^Ijt 
Seated  alongthe  (ides  of  the  luke,  which  ia 
oneof  tjie^mofl;  noljIe./Qbjed^s  of  the  kind 
yoii  ci»  .eanQeiTe,.are'ti?^w;aearly  deferted^ 
many  of  ihfcinhabitants  having,  through 
fear3::4uifited  them,  ajid  refugpd  thep»fclvet 
elfewhere.  ;  This;  deiiprtiffiji/  has  really  beqn 
fo  gre^at,  and  is*  fo  conipicuous  both  within 

and 


knd\ivitboiit.  Geneva,  that  firreral  hou(e$, 
vrhich  in  the  year  1790  (the  zenith  of  that 
npuhtic's  glory)  let  for  three  or  fiwrhm^ 
dred  pounds  fteriing  /0r  anpam^  ma(y>su>w 
be  had  for  five-and-twenty  or  thirty^ 

I  do  not  wonder  Aat  the  French  revolu^ 

•  •     •  *• 

twn  fhould  be  reprobated  by  many  in  this 
part  of  the  world.  It  was  hailed  as  a 
blefHng  at  firft ;  but  in  its  progrefs  it  has 
evinced  itfelf  the  bane  of  thoufands.  The 
over-ruling  hand  of  Providence  may,  and 
probably  will,  in  future  times  convert  it  to 
the  good  of  mankind ;  but  to  many  now 
it  is  a  fource  of  diftrefs,  and  more  preg- 
nant  withy^^r  than  hope. 

On  our  arrival,  hearing  of  fo  many 
melancholy  tales,  we  were  daggered,  and 
knew  not  what  it  were  beft  to  do  ;  but  on 
being  alTured,  that,  as  travellers  and 
ftrangers,  we  were  perfedly  fafe  out  of  the 
towriy  we  determined  on  not  fleeping  with- 
in the  walls  of  Geneva. 

I  fliall  now  releafe  you  for  the  prefent, 
and  not   refume  my  pen  until   I    have 

feen 
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fttn  fometbing  oi  the  Jrniu^l  etnmtr^  ^ 
Jbmag€$  wMeh  mre  are  going  ta  tni»» 
Terle ;  wk^re  I  hope  %e  (hall  fortimately 
efcape  b^)g  bitten  either  by  a  mad  dog  or 
a  mad  npublicaiL 

Mcft  fmcerely  axlieu. 
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LETTER    XXIV. 


Quunbeny,  Jan.  21ft,  1797 

As  foon  as  we  heard  that  Mont  Cents 
i^as  paffable,  en  dipit  de  la  neige  *  that  had 
fallen,  we  decided  on  continuing  our  jour* 
ney,  knowing  that  if  the  reft  of  the  roads 
were  tolerable,  the  mountain  itfelf  would 
be  much  (afer  to  pafs  this  month,  thaa 
at  the  time  of  the  avalanches^  or  mdt-^ 
ing  of  the  fnow,  which  generally  takes 
place  in  April  and  May.^^Confequently^ 
on  the  19th  inftant,  we  quitted  Sicberon^ 
having  (irft  waited  on  the  French  refident 
at  Geneva,  to  have  our  paflpon  examin* 
ed,  and  to  lay  our  complaints  againft  the 
excifeman  at  VerfotXy  This  geatleman 
received  us  with  great  politenefs,  and  we 

^  Notwithftanding  the  fiiow. 

were 
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were  pleafed  to  find  his  behaviour  (u\if 

anfwering  our  expedtations* 

The  Genevefe  territory  extending  but  a 

fliort  fpace  from  the  toVn  on  the  fide  of' 

Savoy,  not  a  mik,  I  believe^  from  the  ex-* 

tremity   of    the     outworks,    we^    having 

eroded  Geneva,  and  paffed  the  jirve  ori 

a  wooden  bridge,  (a  rapid  river  that  takes 

its  ibuixe  in   the   glaciers  of  Faocignie^ 

and  flows  in  a  .deep  valley,,  and    empties 

itfelf  in  the  Rhone,  contiguous  to  the 
city,)  fpon    found    ourfelves   at   Carou^e^ 

the  firft  town  formerly  belonging  to  hia 
Sardinian  majefly  on  that  fide,  and  now 
one  of  the  principal  places  in  the  depart-* 
m'ent  of  Mont  Bianc. 

'  This  town,  which  is  ftill  in  an  unfi-* 
nifhed  ftate,  was  begun  by  orders  of  thd 
late  king  Vi&or  Amadceus  the  "Thirds  with 
adefign  of  drawing  the  commerce  from 
Geneva  during  the  troubles  that  haVe  at 
different  epochs  afFeCted  that  republic, 
though-  more  diredtly  thofe  which  happen-^ 
ed  in  the  years  1770,  1781,  and  1782;  for 
which  reafon  many   were  the  privileges 

and 
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lind  franchifes  given  to  this  new  .created 
town,  which  drew  to.it,  in  a  fhort  time» 
people  of  all  forts^  who,  attached  to  no^ 
thing  but  tbdr  felfifli  views,  were  not  only 
the  firft  in  ratting  the  ftandard  of  rebel* 
lion  againft  their  fovereign,  but  during 
the  reign  of  terror  difplayed  the  moil  re- 
volutionary principles. 

Here  we  were  not  detained  any  length 
ef  time,  but  while  our  fxiend  was  a)rrang« 
ing  the  necejfary  pnliminaries^  we  were 
entert^dned  with  the  following  little  in^ 
cident. 

The  fcene,  which  was  tmly  Hngular, 
and  to  mt  novel  in  the  extreme,  will 
give  you  an  idea  what  progrefs  this  revo- 
lutionary fpirit  has  made  in  molt  of  the 
fmall  towns  t^at  lie  contiguous  to  the 
frontiers  of  this  country,  and  how  greatly 
it  has  impregnated  the  rifing  genera 
tion#  . 

A  little  grou[^of  ragged  urchins,  the 
eldeft  of  whom  I  am  certain  had  not  at- 
tained  his  twelfth  year,  were  engaged  in 

a  mock 


■f  . 


414  A  sKiTca  or 

^  mode  cooteiL  At  foft  I  thought  it  si 
leal  qumd,  but  at  there  was  fome  ho^ 
mcur  and  pleaiaotiy  about  them,  I  con- 
duded  that  it  muft  be  play,  and  a&ed 
a  perfon  who  was  paffing  what  they  were 
abootg  With  extreme  gravity  I  was  an- 
iweredy  that  diey  were  a  party  of  young 
yacohins^  who,  to  ufe  his  own  words, 
^  etokfitJans  Va3t  d^argamfer  U  buresm  *;*' 
and  at  that  moment  fettling  who  was  to 
he  pr^ideni.  My  coridity  was  roufed^ 
and  I  turned  with  fireih  attention  to  oblervt 
this  mock  conteft,  which  was  carried  on  in 
a  ftyle  truly  ludicrous.  As  there  was  no 
appointing  a  prtfidcnt  to  the  fatisfa^iioii 
of  all  pardes,  it  was  miammoui}y  dedded 
to  enquire  the  ages  of  the  party,  auid  fix 
on  the  mo/l  amckmt^  This  point  deter*' 
roined,  the  two  yom^^  were  chofen^a*r« 
taries\  when  almoft  inftantaneoufly  the^ 
prefideutj  tattered  fecretaries,  and  tribe  of 
ragamufEbos  ran  acrofs  the  road,  feized  an 

*  ^  ^  die  a&  of  aygotati^g  tbcor  efi^en*** 

empty 
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empty  wheel-barrow,  ani  tumlog  it  topfy* 
tarvy,  ^iprefidcnt  was  placed  on  it,  tli^ 
fecretaries  on  each  fide,  whilft  the  reft 
took  theh:  refpedlve  Hands  all  around 
with  as  much  gravity  as  if  it  had  adualljr 
been  the  Council  ofAnticntt^  or  ^  DU 
re&ory  Itfelf. 

One  of  the  turchins  now  whii|>ering  the 
fecretary  next  to  him,  the  latter  addrefled 
the  prefident  aload,  *^  Friftdent^  en  dt-^ 
*•  mandi  la parok.^^ — ^  Otayca^^  replied  the 
odier,  ^  La  parole  e/l  accordee  */'  On 
which  the  young  tattered  orator  began  a 
long  emphatical  ^licourfe,  the  purport  of 
which  I  could  not  define :  but  fordy  no 
fpeech-was  ever  ddivered  with  more  appa*- 
rent  gravity  than  the  prdCent.  When  fintflv- 
ed,  the  prefidAt  in  a  moft  audible  vcuce 
cried  out,  ^^  Citoyen^  tu  as  Hen  meriti  de 
^^lapatrte\r 

•  •*  Prcfidcnt,  wc  a(k  pcrmillion  to  fpcaL**— — 
^'  Gtizen,  permtffion  is  granted.** 

t  **  Citizen,  ]pou4iavedeleWcd  »«II.4f  yottrxMia- 
«  try.** 

Of 
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.  )0{.  this*  pidlQre  of  juvenile  republl- 
jcanifm  we  had  eoough^  'ai>d  quitted  the 
livbecl'barrow  covvcntiouy  and  continued 
.our  route,  rcfloAing.Qn  the -farce  that  h^d 
-jUftjbeeh  exhibited,  and  oq:\  which  you 
^ill  pof  fail  to  fpec^late. 

We  foon  reached  Sf.  yf^Iiersy  an  ancient 
tpwn  of.  Savoy  about  four  miles  from 
Geneva,  fituated  ^  in  the  ci^deva^t  duchy 
Cenevoisj  famous  in  hiftory  for  having 
been  the  identical  /pot  where,  at .  different 
periods,  treaties .  were  made  between  the 
dukes  of  Savoy  and  the  republic  of  Ge- 
neva; but  fince,  owing  to  the  fncceffive. 
wars  which  have  taken  place  between 
tfaofe  powers,  is  fo  dreadfully  demoliflied^ 
l&at  it  is  at  prefent  no  micr^g'  Uxai>  a  poor 
miferable  village.     .    •    *  r.  ^ 

The  part  of  Savoy  we  have  travcrfed 
appears  to  have  greatly  fuffered  by  the 
number  of  troops  that  have,  .  iince  the 
beginning  of  the  revolution,  marched 
through  it,  and  which  the  inhabitants-  cal« 

culate 


^Ulate  at  an  aftonlfhing  number:  thoiigh 
it  feems  they  moft  feverely  felt  the  efFe£k«. 
of  the  war  during  the  retreat  of  the  Pied"* 
montefe  tirlxen  jpUrfued  by  Mdntefquteiis 
army ;  as  alfo  at  the  time  when  the  fame 
ijeneral  prepared  to  make  the  fiege  of  Ge-^ 
neva.  In  fine,  the  inn  at  Franzy^  which 
is  deemed  the  beft  in  the  place,  is  in  fo 
woeful  a  plight  owing  to  the  above  circuni- 
ftances,  that  the  bed-rooms  have  literally 
no  doors  to  them ;  fo  that  as  there  were 
feveral  fHilitaires  entr'autrcsj  fome  offi- 
cerd  of  the  national  guards,  and  perfons 
whom  we  were  told  held  offices  under 
government,  who  hid  taken  their  flation 
for  the  night  in  this  ftme  houfe,*  olr  ra- 
ther hofpital^  for  it  had  wonderfully  the 
appearance  bf  on6.  Iti  order  that  we 
might  not  all  be  blended  together,  We 
had  recourfii  to  the  table  on  which  we  had 
fupped  to  ferve  as  a  door^  and  one  of  the 
Jbeets  was  forced  to  play  the  part  of  a 

iurtain. 

&S  Oh! 


4iS  A    SKETCH   OP 

Oh !  my  dear,  madam,  judge  whal  alt 
tmcomfortaWe  night !  The  cold,  if  poflible^ 
more  intenfe  than  we  had  yet  felt,  while 
riie  heavens  glittered  with  flars,  which 
as  we  lay  we  could  perceive  through  the 
crevices  of  paper  windows. -^^^hoX,  wouki 
our  fine  Englifh  ladies  fay  to  f\ich  ac- 
commodations ?  Do  you  not  think  that^ 
after  enduring  fuch  a  night  in  fuch  a 
place,  I  could  accompany  my  huib^od 
through  a  winter^s  campaign  ? 

Seriotrfly,  how  fiteceflary  is  it  to  ti^verfc 
a  country  which  has  unfortunately  be^ 
the  theatre  of  ws^,  in  order  to  form  z 
competent  idea  of  the  banefnl  efie&s  of 
fo  direful  and'  wide- wafting  a  caiamity^ 
Mere  we,  however,  met  with  one  moft  ex- 
cellent article,  which  is  a  white  wine  not 
nnlike  champagne,  or  rather  more  like 
what  we  drank  at  Arbors^  aitd  f<^  which 
this  part  of  the  country  is  famous. 

Determined,  if  poffible,  to  reach  Cbarn^ 
ierry  the  next  day,  we  left  this  vn«tchccf 

UXXk 
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itlh  earlj  ia  fpite  cf  a  thick  mift,  adcom-» 

jpanied  by  a  kind  of  fleet  that  iii  a  fhort 

time  J>owdered  both  cocbe  and  horfes* 
We  foon  began  to  afcend  the  very  fteep 

mountains  of  Clermont^  though  not  without 
having  previoufly  ptovided  ourfelves,  as  id 
cuftom^iry^  with  horfes  and  a  condudon 
We  gained  the  fummit  in  about  an  hour 
and  three  quarters,  fent  back  our  auxUia^ 
riesy  and  made  the  bcft  of  bur  way  towardji 
the  pofit  Doucy^  where  fortunately  for  us 
the  ft>g  began  to  difperfe^  whilft  the  fun- 
beams  darting  through  the  rugged  peaks 
of  the  Alps  on  our  left,  produced  not 
only  a  noble  effe£t,  bnt  in  a  few  mi-^ 
nutes  totally  cleared  the  horizon.  This 
pleafant  circumftance  f6  re-animated  my 
fpirits,  which  had  rather  been  depreffed  by 
toy  laft  night's  lodging,  that  I  felt  myf^lf 
equal  to  every  difficulty  that  might  occun 
Thus   we    proceeded    with   ardour,    and 

very  highly  was  I  gratified  with  the  Angu- 
lar and  beautiful  objects  that  prefented 
themfelves  on  every  fide*  Imagine,  my  dear 

E  E  2  madam, 
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madam^  a  country  wild  In  the  extreme^ 
exhibiting  innumerable  forms  of  cryftalliza* 
tion  J  for  every  tree,  (hrub,  hedge,  rock,  and 
even  blade  of  grafs  was  covered  with  iiicles, 
feme  pending  ovef  our  heads  as  if  falling 
on  us,  whilft  othirs  hung  under  our  feet 
on  each  fide;  and  in  fine  every  wher« 
we  faw  ourfelves  furrounded  by  brilliantsTy 
and  fo  extremely  ftrong  was  the  reflediioa  , 
of  the  fuft  againft  the  fnow,  that  my  fight 
has  not  yet  regained  its  ufual  ilrengtK 
The  road  the  whole  way  being  extremely 
hard  from  the  froft,  and  in  much  better 
condition  than  we  had  expeiSted,  except 
in  the  afcents  and  defcents,  wherever  there 
was  a  level  we  went  on  tolerably  faft, 
and  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of 
Remellie  crofTed  the  Sier. 

This  rapid  torrent,  which  takea.its  fource 
amongft  the  mountains  of  Fancignif^  flowa 
here  with  great  violence  at  the  bottom  of 
a  firightful  precipice,  the  very  look  of 
which  is  terrific.  Yet  the  abrupt  fides  of 
this  faid    precipice   being    moft    artfully 

©rna-* 


MODERN    FRANCE.  .     4^1 

ornamented  by  nature  with  garlands  of 
Ificles,  while  the  water  rufhed  beneath, 
fo  fully  engroffed  our  attention,  that 
we  were  neither  of  us  aware  of  the 
danger  that  awaited  us,  and  had  adually 
crolled  the  bridge,  which  is  of  one  fmgle 
arch  thrown  over  this  abyfs  at  about  one 
hundred  feet  above  the  river,  before  we 
noticed  the  almoft  perpendicular  afcent 
cut  along  the  fide  of  the  fame  precipice, 
which  begins  immediately  after  pafling  the 
bridge.  We  had  nearly  attained  the  mid- 
way ere  we  perceived  the  critical  fituation 
we  were  in ;  for  the  cocbey  I  fuppofe,  fearing 
to  alarm  us,  had  allowed  us  to  remain  quiet- 
ly  in  the  carriage.  Owing  to  the  frozen 
Hate  of  the  roads  the  horfes  had  no  hold, 
and   confequently   every   ftep   they   took 

our  danger  increafed.  Our  friend  fee- 
ing one  of  the  horfes  fall,  and  feeling  the 
carriage  retrograde,  immediately  jumped 
out  juil  in  time  to  afiift  the  coachman  in 
fupporting  the  other  poor  beaft,  and  to  retain 

£  £  3  the 
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the  carriage,  which  was  oa  the  very  brink  of 
the  precipice,  and  which  the  fixtieth  part  of 
a  minute  more  would  have  dafhed  to  pieces; 
fo  that  I  may  truly  f^y  pur  efcape  wa$ 
miraculous. 

My  blood  runs  cold  at  thq  bare  r^col- 
IciStion  of  our  fituatipn,  for  nothing  in 
the  world  could  have  faved  us  had  we 
pnce  tumbled  to  the  bottom.  There  we 
muft  have  lain,  and  in  all  probability  nevec 
more  have  been  heard  of.  Oh  !  how  thank- 
ful,  my  friend,  did  we  feel  to  the  Author  of 
pur  exiilence  for  haviiig  thus  refcued  us 
£rom  {o  perilous  a  fituation  !  fidng  pnce 
got  out  of  the  carriage,  I  perfifted  in 
walking,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  on, to 
get  in  pntil  we  had  gained  the  top,  and 
foon  after  arrived  at  Remellie.  Juft  before 
we  entered  the  town  we  crofled  the. 
Sc^rafZy  another  rapid  river  that  flows  like; 
^he  former,  and,  indeed,  like  mod  river^ 
and  torrents  in  the  Alps,  at  the.  bottom  of 
^eep  precipices*     llere  the  precipice  ivi^ 

Vpwardi^ 
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tqpwards  of  150  feet  deep,  and  ferves  as  a 

fofle  to  the  town. 

» 

This  river  we  pafled  on  a  handfome 
ilone  bridge,  which  has  within  a  few 
years  been  eredted  by  command  of  the 
late  king  TtSor  AmadattSy  the  former  hav- 
ing fallen  to  ruins.  During  the  erection 
of  the  prefent,  a  temporary  way  was  made 
along  the  fides  of  the  precipice,  but  fo  ill«i» 
conftruAed  and  badly  guarded,  that  it  was 
extremely  unfafe ;  and,  indeed,  by  turning 
Jborty  required  the  greateft  attention  on 
the  part  pf  the  driver,  a  circumftance  one 
ought  always  to  be  cautioned  againft,  thefe 
people  being  frequently  heedlefs  and  neg- 
ligent, as  unfortunately  the  following  ac* 
cident  will  prove,  which  happened  in  1787. 

A  gentleman  and  lady  travelling  in  a 
poft  chaife,  owing  to  the  careleflhefs  of 
their  poftilion,  were  precipitated  from  the 
top  to  the  bottom,  the  horfes  killed,  the 
carriage  broken  to  pieces,  while  the  per- 
fons  who  were  in  it,  wonderful  to  relate, 
w^re  found  alive,  in  each  other's  arms, 

£  £  4  awaiting 
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awaiting  their  fate,  and  mpft .  dreadfully 
bruifed.  This  efcap«,  ftill  more  ipiracu-: 
lous  than  ours,  is  attributed  to  the  car- 
riage .having  fallen  on  the  imperial^  which 
from  breaking  the  fall  preferyed  their  lives. 
The  woman  where  we  flept  a{rure4 
vs  of  the  i^Qiy  ?ind  faid  they  were  brought 
to  her  houfe,  where  they  remained  until 
they  were  recovered.  Finding  that  I  have 
extended  my  letter  to  an  unmerciful 
length,  and  hearing  the  pofl:  will  not  be 
long  ere  it  fets  off,  I  haften  to  conclude^ 
|hat  I  ni^y  be  in  timp  j  fp  farewelU 
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f^EMBLLiSy  or  rather  Rumelly^  is  a  plac9 
^hat  has  fufiered  much  in  the  fucceflive 
yrars  that  formerly  took  place  between  the 
^ngs  of  France  and  dukes  of  Savoy.  In 
1630  in  particular  the  town  was  nearly 
^eftroyed  by  the  French,  and  the  caftle 
totally  fo.     Prior  to  the  prefent  revolution 

it  was  included  in  what  was  then  called 
Savoie  Prapr$ ;  for  the  dutchy  of  Savoy 
was  originally  divided  into  fix  provinces, 
viz.  MauriennCy  Tarantaife^  Savoie  Bropr^^ 
Fanclgnie^  Genevois^  and  Chablaisi  but  now, 
fmce  the  union  of  thcfe  provinces  with 
the  French  republic,  (an  event  which  took 
place  the  a9th.of  November  1792,)  the 
flivifion  of  this  country  has  undergone  a 
|otal  change,  and  the  pi-deyaQt  ^xtenfiye 

Savoh 
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Savoie  Propre^  the  population  of  wliicl| 
may  be  eilimated  at  upwards  of  800,000 
Ibuls,  now  forms  one  of  the  departments 
of  the  republic,  and  is  divided  into  i^  can* 
tons,  Rumelly  being  the  chef  lieu  qE  one  of 
thefe  cantons* 

At  any  other  time  than  the  prefent .  I 
might  probably  have  omitted  many  of 
thefe  particulars ;  but  knowing  your  defire 
€)f  being  made  acquainted  with  the  changes 
and  regulations  that  have  taken  place  in 
this  part  of  the  world  fmce  the  above 
epoch,  I  make  no  apology  for  detailing 
the  rcfult  of  my  inquiries. 

In  dieie  cantonf^  which  are  formed  of  4 
certain  number  of  communes  or  villages^ 
the  inhabitants  afiemble  to  appoint  dehors; 
which  faid  elt&ors  are  nominated  to  repair 
to  the  chef  lieu  of  each  department,  an4 
there  cbufe  members  £br  the  two  councils 
^s  their  reprefentatives  at  Paris;  Befides 
the  above  elections;   which  are  annual  on 

the  I  ft  of  Germinal^  op  « ft  of  Match,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  differeiit  cantons  have 

9  ^^ 


MODEltN   FRAKCE.  J^2J 

fht  liberty  of  meeting  when  neceflaiy,  for 
the  ptirpx>fe  of  appointing  tfieir  magiftrateS| 
fuch  as  agent  national^  juge  de  paix^  ajfef* 
feursy  &c.  &c. 

This  town  oiRumeUvy  though  fmall,  has 

feveral  very  confiderable  fairs  in  the  courfc 
of  the  year,  which  are  reforted  to  from  afar. 
The  chief  articles  of  the  traffic  are  horned 
cattle,  horfes,  grain,  oil,  hemp,  and  cloth  ; 

but  to  judge  from  the  woeful  ftate  of  the 
churches,  ci-devant  convents,  as  well  as 
houfes  belonging  to  thofe  who  have  emi- 
grated, we  muft  fuppofe  that  the  inhabit? 
ants  of  Rumelly  (who  are  efteemed  rich, 
in  fpite  of  the  wretched  appearance  of 
their  habitations)  were  dreadfully  violent 
(during  the  revolutionary  paroxifm ;  for 
peither  windows  nor  fteeple  are  defcernible 
in  the  former,  and  as  for  the  latter,  bare 
walls  only  are  the  yeftiges  remaining.  So 
far  indeed  has  the  revolutionary  mania 
been  carried  in  Savoy^  that  not  ^Jleepk  is 
to  be  feen  throughout  the  country,  except 

in  ;Iie  midft  of  the  high  mouptains^  where 

th^ 
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the  haad  of  deftra£doa  has  not  approachr 
ed;  though  in  France  thefe  prominent 
p^s  of  religious  edifices  have  been  fuf? 
fered  to  remain :  yet,  alloniihing  to  relate, 
with  all  this  apparent  defire  of  carrying 
things  to  extremity,  no  part  of  France  ha^ 
exhibited  fewer  iiiilances  of  cruelty  than 
^avoy  during  the  revolutipa.  Oh!  that 
as  in  Savoy,  republican  fury  had  fjpent  it- 
fclf  in  demolilhing  cburcb  Jleephs  ! 

Popular  violence,  however,  being,  like  a 
moimtain  torrent,  ^  fhort  in  duration  as  it 
is  impetuous,  we  find  the  people  here 
CTOwing  calm,  and  relapfing  into  their  old 
ideas.  Thofe  yrhp  not  Iqng  ago  were 
zealous  for  atheifm,  ox  fomething  like 
It,  are  now  ftrenuous  for  the  old  doc- 
trine,  and  for  reftoring  their  exploded 
fuperftitious  pageantry.  The  inhabitr 
ants  of  Rumdly  alfo  woefully  complain 
cf  the  effeds  of  the  war,  and  fay,  they 
have  moft  grievpufly  fufFered.  At  this 
1  am  not  furprifed  j  for  fituated  as  it  is 
on  one  of  the  principal  roads  to  Italy, 

their 
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their  trade  muft  be  greatly  impeded.  Our 
talkative  hoftefs  in  particular  we  found  to 
be  one  of  thofe  who  regretted,  with  tears 
in  her  eyes,  like  the  woman  at  ClermtMi 
on  the  other  fide  Paris,  *'  les  terns  heureux 
pendant  lequel  les  Milords  Angiois — les 
riches  Angiois,  traverfoient  la  Savoic  j— 
who  paid,'*  flie  repeated  twice,  "^u 
**  bonnes  gmnees ;  au  lieu  qu'a-prefeot/' 
ihrugging  up  her  fhoulders,  *^  nous  na 
voyons  que  des  troupes  fens  religion,  et 
des  officiers  Jacobins,  qui  ne  payent 
*'  qu'en  gros  fob  de  la  nation^  et  encore 
*'  bien  aife  lorfqu'ils  veulent  nous  en  doj>- 
^^ner;  car  pour  Tordinaire  c^eft  tn  muu^ 
"  dats^  qui  ne  fervent  plus  maintena^t  <|u'3t 
"  racommoder  mes  cbqfjis'^m^ 

•  ♦<  The  happy  times,  when  the  EngUfh  Mtloris,"^ 
*^  the  rich  Englifli,  ctofFed  Savoy  $— who  paid  in  good 
^<  guineas ;  whereas  now  we  £ee  nothing  bnt  troo^ 
<^  without  religion,  and  Jacobine  officers^  who  pay  jd 
^^  grosfols  of  the  nation^  and  we  are  happy  when  they 
^*  give  us  any  of  them ;  for  in  general  they  pay  at 
^*  only  in  thandats^  wliich  are  nOw  of  no  other  uie 
^  than  to  mend  my  Wmdows*'* 

From^ 
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From  hence  to  ^ixy  famous  for  ltd  mt^ 
neral  fpritigs,  and^  called  by  the  Romanc 
ag^a  Gratiamt^  we  found  the  road  good^ 
imd  wonderfully  diTerfified,  raining  acroft 
irineyards,  extenfive  meadows,  or  elfe  along 

the  edge  of  imall  forefts  of  cheftiut  trees^ 

< 

tieariy  the  whole  way,  for  the  fpace  of 
about  ten  Englifh  miles,  and  which  being 
more  on  a  level  than  any  part  c^  the  coun-^ 
try  we  had  yet  traverfed,  we  reached  that 
town  pretty  expeditioufly.  Within  a  mile 
or  two  of  our  arrival  we  overtook  a  ftrong 
convoy  of  artillery^  having  officers  and 
men  complete.  They  were  id  good  con- 
dition, and  made  a  refpedaHe  appearatnce. 
Itiis  convoy,  as  we  underftood  from  one 
of  the  men  with  whom  we  converfed,  was 
proceeding  to  Cbamberry^  the  head-qiiarters 
of  the  army  of  the  Alps,  in  their  way  to 
Italy,  where  they  were  going. to  re-inforcs 
Buonaparte. 

While  we  were  at  -AV,  we  took  for  our 
guide  a  poor  young  man  with  a  woodeil 
leg,  who  had  a  good-humoured  pleafant 

COUIH 
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<;ou)ltenance^  aod  who,  in  reply  to  twr 
inquiries  as  to  the  caufe  of  his  ffiisforUiae% 
told  us, — that  he  had  jfbnred  in  the  Legt^H 
z)f  AlLbroges^  and  at  the  afikult  given  hf 
his  corps  to  the  redoubts^rr  les  hauteurs  44 
Graffe  at  Touk>n,  the  endLof  1795,,  he  kad 
there  loll  hia  leg.  This  led  v&  farther  t0 
aft: — ^Whether  Savoy  had  really  iufE««d 
the  lofs  of  many  of  its  men?  at  whidb^ 
fhaking  his  head,  he  replied, — ^  Coramaitt 
^'  Monfieur^  beaucoup  4e  monde  ?«'-— Nous 
^  compofions  pitsique  la  totalise  de  oette 
^  I^gion^  et  vous  devez  Uen  fayoit;i  q«te 
*^  c'eft  nous  qui  avons  ^  pvtouC  les  pm* 
^  miers  au  fett,  ibit  dans  1^  Alpe%  feit  k 
**  Toulon,  ainfi  qu'aux  Pyrenees ;  ct  j« 
^  puis  vous  aflurer,  que  dans  noQfe  €orp« 
^  ieulemeiit  nous  avons  plus  de  quiiijte 
^  mille  hommes  \,  regretter,  ]ft^fi|iie  tboi 
*•  auffi  jeunes  que  moi*;" — a  miferable  re- 

dtai, 

♦  *•  Many  perfons,  Sir^  do  yoii  fay  ?  I  mull  tcl! 
'<  you,  diat  we  compofed  almoft  the  whole  of  that 
^'  kgioD^  and  that  we  have  etery  where  been-expofed 
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cltal,  and  a  woeful    proof  of  the    yfsjk 
numbers  that  muft'  on  all  fides  have  been 
immolated,    fince  the    beginning  of  the 
donteft,    to  the  blood-drencbed  God   of 
War! 

The  baths,  fince  the  recent  improve-i 
ments  made  by  bis  late  Sardinian  Ma--^ 
jefty,  ViiSor  Amadseus,^  at  Aix^  are  afto- 
oifhingly  improved,  and  are  not  only  re- 
ibrted  to  laj  invalids,  but  like  wife  by 
many  genteel  families,  who  come  for 
aoiufement ;  and  i/tre  were  told,  that  evec^ 
in  the  courfe  of  laft  fummer  there  wa9 
more  company  than  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things  could  have  allowed  one  to  fuppofe. 
The  building  that  contains  the  baths  i» 
built  in  a  circular  form,  ornamented  by  a* 
fiiperb  order  of  architecture ;  and  the  bathsy 
which  are  of  marble,  enclofed  in  feparate 

«<  to  the  firft  fire  from  the  enemy,  whether  in  the 
<<  Alps,  at  Toulon,  or  in  the  Pyrenees ;  and  I  can: 
**  aflUre  you,  that  in  our  corps  only  we  have  more 
<<  than  15,000  men  to  regret,  and  almoft  all  of  them  as 
«  young  as  myfelf." 

recefles. 
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rece0c89  where  tjiere  arc  cocks  placed  for 
the  convenience  of  thofe  who  frequent 
them,  that  the  water  may  fiadl  accord- 
ing to  the  defire  of  the  patient.  With 
refpe£i:  to  the  fprings,  of  which  there 
are  two,  tbey  are  fitnated  in  the  higheft 
part  of  the  town,  and  ooze  from  between 
the  ilrata  of  a  )nountain  which  {lands 
wjrth-eaft  of  the  t<>wn. 

B.  found  the  temperature  of  the  Jirfl  to 

be  about  no  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  and  the 

fccond  1 15  J  .but  although  their  degree  of 

heat  be  fo  great,  we  perceived  a  number  of 
aoimaicula  alive  in  the  baiin  wha%  they 
fall. 

While  we  were  examining  the  waters, 
our  coachman  was  trying  the  effects,  of  a 
nobler  liquor, — wine;  but  he  did  not  re- 
turn fo  fober  from  bh  e^eriment  as  we 
from  ours.  Tempted  (and  who  could 
avoid  the  temptation?)  with  fine  Mont-* 
mellian  wine  at  tbrec-pence  Engli/b  a  bottle, 
he  poured  fuch  libations  to  Bacchus,  that 
he  was  as  unable  to  drive  bis  horfes  as 

F  F  Phaetpn 
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Phaeton  the  fiery  fteeds.  of  the  Sun.  B, 
therefore  was  obliged  to  be  charioteer,  by 
whofe  exertion  and  care  wel  contrived  to 
reach  Cbamberry  in  fafety  the  fame  night, 
driving  to  the  Fanxbourg  Montmellian^  and 
putting  up  a  la  pofie^  a  houfe  formerly 
good,  and  reforted  to  by  the  generality  of 
ftrangers ;  but,  fmce  the  troubles,  very 
greatly  altered,  although  kept,  as  we  learn, 
by  the  fame  people. 

This  town  has  woefully  fufFered  during 
the  refidence  of  one  Albitte^  a  member  of 
the  Convention,  a  man  well  known  for 
his  Jacobine  principles-  and  revolutionary 
condudl;  who  refided  here  a  length  of  time 
in  quality  of  commiflTary  from  the  French 
government  to  the  department  of  Mont 
Blanc.  His  conduct  here  was  fujBicient 
to  excite  general  deteftation.  He  afted 
in  the  moft  defpotic  manner,  ordering  the 
walls  of  the  town  to  he  razed,  the  gates  and 
public  edifices  to  be  pulled  down,  convents 
and  churches  to  be  fupprefled,  and,  like 

the  true  difciple  of  Robefpierre,  was  guilty  ^ 

of 
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of  every  enormity  that  an  evil-genius 
could  di&ate.  He  did  not,  however,  in-* 
troduce  the  guillotine ;  but  this  lenity, 
I  find,  the  Savoyards  are  not  to  attribute 
to  the  relenting  fpirit  of  that  monfter, 
but  to  the  well-difppfed  conduft  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Chamberry. 

My  companion  having  fome  years  ago 
refided  in  this  city,  he  took  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity of  looking  after  his  quondam  ac- 
quaintance, Moft  of  thcfe  time  had  either 
deftroyed  or  difpcrfcd.  One,  indeed,  he 
found;  a  venerable  old  man,  whom  he  in- 
troduced to  me,  and  from  whofe  Idnd- 
nefs  I  promife  myfelf  much  gratification. 
Depend  on  it,  I  will  avail  myfelf  of 
every  opportunity  to  colleft  information 
for  my  own  and  your  amufement.  Mean- 
ing to  be'ftationary  for  a  little  time,  I 
will  endeavour  in  my  next  to  fend  you 
fome  account  of  the  ancient  and  prefbnt 
ftate  of  this  capital  of  Savoy. 

Adieu^ 
F  F  2 
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LETTER    XXVI. 


Cbamberry,  Feb.  109  1797^ 

Travblljrs  cannpt  univerially  ple^fc. 
They  will  cither  be  accufed  of  levity  or 

dulnefs.  If  their  object  be  to  amufe  by 
the  j^rightlinqfs  of  remark,  they  are  repro- 
bated as  uaiaftrudive  ; — ^if  they  detail 
plain  matter  of  fad3:,  they  incur  the  impu- 
tation of  being  heavy  and  fatiguing  nar-r 
rators.  I  muft  run  the  rilk  of  being 
chStd  w^ith  the  latter,  for  I  have  prpmifed 
to  give  you  fome  account  of  the  ancient 
and  prefent  ftate  of  this  ci-devant  capital 
of  the  duchy  of  Savoy,  qnd  I  now  fit  down 
to  keep  my  word. 

Before  the  change  of  things  there  exifled 
many  handfome  churches  and  public  edi- 
fices, good  houfes,  feveral  convents  and  mo- 
nafieries,  an  excellent  theatre,  troops  always 

in 
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in  garrifon,  a  ftrift  well-regulated  police, 
dnd  a  refpedable  neighbourhood.  Its  po- 
pulation at    that  time   was   eftimated    at 

*  • 

aboutjixteen  tboufanJ  fouls ;  indeed  Roland 
the  geographer  computes  them  at  twenty 
lhoufand\    at   prefent    they   afe  reckoned 
eighteen  thoufand.     In  the   reigns   of  the 
ancient  dukes  this  city  was  chofeh  as  their 
refidehce  j  for  which  reafon  an  extenfivc 
chateau,  flanked  with  round  towers,   was 
creded,   aild    which,  from   its    fituation, 
commanded  the  town.     Of  this  there  ftill 
temain,  id  fpite  of  its  having  been  twice 
nearly  confuihed  by  fire,  feveral  habitable' 
apartments^    the  whole   (if  the  walls,    a 
part  of  the  towei^s,  and  the  ducal  chapel, 
^is  l«ft  is  reckoned  by  connoifleurs   to 
be  a  beautiful  piece  of  architedltire,  and  its 
Jagade  in    particular    is    ornamented    by 
many  well-executed  columns  and  entabla<- 
tures  of  the  Corinthian  order,  the  whole  in 
k  fpecies  of  fine-grained    freeftoAe,    re- 
fembling  marble. 

F  F  3  Humbert 
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Humbert  the  third.  Count  of  MaU-^ 
rienne^  died  in  the  above  chateau  in  1 128  ; 
and  Amadaus  the  Fourth  conftru£ted  the 
chapel  in  1241,  which  is  now  intended 
to  be  transformed  into  a  national  public 
library.  In  this  fame  chapel  was  alfo  ce- 
lebrated in  1775  the  nuptials  of  the  Prince 
of  Piedmont,  the  prefent  King  of  Sardinia, 
with  Clotilda  of  France,  fifter  to  the  un- 
fortunate Lewis  the  Sixteenth.  It  was 
likewife  on  that  occafion  the  late  fove- 
reign  had  the  caflle  repaired,  and  his 
orders  were  fo  nobly  and  effedlually 
executed,  that  not  only  the  whole  of  the 
royal  family  and  fuite  were  lodged  in  it, 
but  alfo  Monfieur  and  Madame  of  France, 
now  denominated  the  Pretender,  and  all 
their  retinue.  The  theatre  was  likewife 
ere<fled  at  that  time,  which  is  handfome, 
and  ftill  exifts. 

Previoufly  to  the  taking,  of  Savoy  by 
the  French,  there  ufed  to  be  at  Chambcr- 
ry   a  parliament,  which  judged   all    cri- 
minal 
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hlinal  and  civil  caufes.  It  was  alfo  a 
bifliop's  fee  j  and  although  the  town  could 
hot  be  pronounced  regularly  fortified,  it 
was  neverthelefs  (hut  in  by  an  extremely 
thick  wall,  flanked  by  round  towers,  and 
furrounded  by  a  deep  fofle,  as  all  towns 
of  any  confequence  were  before  the  in- 
vention of  gunpowder;  The  demolition 
of  thefe  walls  makes  a  gteat  vacuum,  and 
leaves  the  city  in  a  manner  unprote£ted ; 
but  in  point  of  falubrity,  their  erafement  is 
a  public  advantage,  and  in  time  will  be 'a 
confiderable  improvement  to  the  city, 
which  en  depit*  of  being  placed  iii  a  hbl- 

low  or  bottom,  prefents  an  innumerable 
variety  of  objedts^  as  you  may  eafily  con- 

» 

ccive,  when  I  tell  you,  that  the  extreme 
high  mountains  by  which  it  is  on  all  fides 
furrounded,  as  well  as  the  hills  that  cover 
their  bafes,    and  touch,  as  it  were,  the 

town  itfelf,  are  well  cultivated. 

♦  In  fpitc. 

F  F  4  Agri-' 
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Agriculture  in  Savoy  is  not  negteiicd, 
as  it  ufed  to  be.  There  is  at  Cham-* 
berry  a  fociety  in  fomc  refpe£ls  finxi- 
lar  to  that  in  London  and  at  Bath,  for 
its  encouragement ;  and  very  great  have 
been  the  improvements  made  in  this  moft 
ufeful  fcience  fince  the  revolution. 

Monfieur  M— — ,  my  caro  fpofo's  old 
acquaintance,  undertook  to  Jbew  the  lions^ 
apd^  among  other  things,  conduced  us  to 
fee  a  gauze  maaufa(9;ory,  fo  well  known  all 
over  Europe,  and  for  the  produdions  o£ 
which  Chamberry  is  famous*  Here  B* 
£tad  the  fatisfEu^iipn  to  find  that  it  w'as  (till 
carried  on  by  the  fame  perfons  as  hereto- 
fore^ MefTrs.  Fanres  and  Dupuy^  though 
with  much  lefs  adivity  than  before  the 
revolution.  Prom  hence  we  repaired  to 
V Hotel  Dku^  an  hofpital  of  long  flanding 
for  fick  and  maimed  of  both  fences,  which 
has  fortunately  been  refpe£ted,  and  con-- 
tinues  to  be  well  conduced.  It  is  a  large- 
building,  and  does  credit  to  its  original 
founders,    and  to  its   prefent   governors, 

8  who 
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who  are  annually  chofen  from  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town* 

The  road  by  which  wc  had  entered 
Chamberry  was  next  pointed  out  as  wor-* 
ihy  of  notice.  Hefe  we  were  not  dif- 
appointed)  it  being  cut  at  vaft  trouble 
and  expence  for  the  fpace  of  more  than 
three  miles  along  the  fides,  and  out  of  the 
main  rock,  which  from  its  hard  and  folid 
nature  refembles  marble.  In  feveral  places 
it  is  fuppofted  by  walls  from  12  to  15 
feet  thick,  and  upwards  of  150  high,  over 
a  deep  valley.  This  curious  undertaking, 
not  unworthy  of  the  Romans,  was  con- 
ftni£led  by  order  of  his  late  majefty  Vidor 

AmaiLcus^  to  avoid  a  fteep  and  dangerous 
afcent,  which  heretofore  crofled  the  above 
valley;  and  while  we  furveyed  it,  we  could 

not  but  refledt  what  great  works  little 
kings,  when  at  peace,  are  capable  of  doing 
for  their  fubjedis. 

Repairing  to  Vernay^  a  public  walk  con- 
tiguous to  the  town,  we  unexpededly  faW 
a  number  of  artillery,   light  troops,  and 

huflars 
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huflars  manoeuvrirtg.  This  fmall  armyi 
■which  had  ten  pieces  of  cannon  with  them^ 
drew  our  attention,  being  on  our  arrival  in 
the  aft  of  exhibiting  unc  petite  guerrt  pre- 
paratory to  carrying  on  une  grande  in  Italy^ 
where  they  are  deftined  to  proceed  in  a  few 
days.  The  extreme  quicknefs  and  exaft- 
nefs  of  their  manoeuvres  fo  greatly  pleafed 
our  friend  as  an  old  militaire,  that  we 
flood  for  a  cotifiderable  time  to  bbferve 
them. 

While  we  were  there  Kellermann  made 
his  appearance,  who,  as  you  know,  Is  k 
general  en  chefoi  the  army  of  the  Alps,  and 
his  head-quarters  aTe  at  Chamberry,  This 
veteran  and  his  aid-de-camps  were  atten- 
tive to  the  rninuteft  particular,  and  the 
general  on  his  departure  exprefled  his  ap- 
probation to  both  officers  and  men  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  conducted  them- 
felves. 

From  this  place  we  purpofed  to  have 
continued   our  route    to   Piedmont;    but 

*  a  packet 
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a  packet  from  Turin  has  obliged  us  for 
the  prefent  to  abandon  our  project,  and 
involved  us  in  fon^e  difficulties,  as  out 
paflport  only  fpecified  our  paffing  through 
France,  ind  that  in  a  limited  time.  Irt 
this  dilemma  B.  applied  to  his  friend, 
who  kindly  undertook  to  ierve  him,  and 
wrote  to  Paris  for  this  purpofe.  During 
this  delay  we  were  introduced  to  feveral 
genteel  families ;  for  few  of  the  Savoyard 
noblefle  have  emigrated,  and  feveral  who 
fled  at  firft,  by  an  article  in  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  French 
republic,  have  •  been  induced  to  return : 
with  thefe  we  have  agreeably  pafled  otir 
time  and  had  much  converfation. 

One    evening   as    we    were    at    MonH 

M ^'s,  where  there  was  a  feled  party, 

general  Kellermann  came  in,  and  read,  from 
a  letter,  an  account  of  a  capital  vidtory 
gained  by  Buonaparte  over  the  Auftrians 
in  Italy.  This  news  was  received  with 
joy  by  the  company,  and  introduced  the 
fubjeft  of  their  new  liberty.      I  ventured 

to 
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to  impart  my  ideas  to  one  of  the  ci-dc* 
Vant  clafs  of  nobleffe,  who  replied  to  me 
in  a  whifper, — ^We  live,  Madam,  in  fo 
extradrdiiiary  a  time,  thit  it  appciare 
as  if  the  majority  of  the  people  had 
aftually  lofi  their  fenfes,  and  went  "  de 
**  But  en  blanc  fe  faire  tuer  ou  eftropier 
**  pour  une  maitrefle  imajginaire,  que  per- 
**  lonne  n(S{  connoit,  et  que  tout  le  monde^ 
«  cherche*;'  alluding  to  liberty; "  et  teriez,'* 
continued  the  fame  perfon,  ^'  you  can 
"  form  lio  conception  how  greatly  th* 
"  heads  of  our  ydung  people,  and  even 
^  of  thofd  of  middling  age,  were  turned  afi^ 
•*  the  approach  of  the  French,  and  hoW 
•'  this  chimera  of  liberty  and  equality  has 
"  created  widows,  orphans,  and  weeping 
**  damfels.  This  fanie  enthufiafm  unfor- 
**  tilnately,*'  continued  he,  "  has  eveir  car- 
**  ried  the  major  part  of  our  youths  fo  fari 

^  «'  An<!  went  precipitately  to  be  killed  or  maimed 
<<  for  an  imaginary  miftrefs,  whom  nobody  know^ 
^  and  every  body  is  lOokipg  after*" 

"and 


♦'  and  amongft  the  reft,  one  of  my  nc-r 
^*  phewS|  already  in  an  advanced  r^nk  ti) 
♦^  the  army  of  pur  late  worthy  fovcreign, 
♦'  as  to  defert  *  the  fervice,  and  engage 
^*  tbemfelves  as  priya^s  ix^  tl^e  legion  of 
♦*  Allobrogtsr 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  eveningi 
while  walking  about  the  room,  he  came 
up  to  us,  and  defired  u$  to  take  notice  of 
§  genteel  young  man  juft  come  in,  who 
had  a  melancholy  appearance,  and  a  ftiff- 
nefs  in  his  w^lk,  faying,  ^^  That  poor 
*•  fellow  is  truly  interefting,  and  ftands  a 
^  cruel  vi£lim  of  the  enthufiafm  we  have 
•*  juft  been  fpeaking  of." — Then  entering 
into  the  particulars  of  his  hiftory,  told 
us,  that  although  an  onlyfon,  and  heir 
to  a  deceqt  fortune,  he  had  ferved  as 
a  volunteer  in  the  legion  of  AUobrogesi, 
when    fighting    in     the     Eaftern    Pyre- 

*  Thia  is  not  the  only  time  we  have  heard  as  much, 
it  having  been  repeated  by  feveral  in  different  parts  of 
Savoy. 

necs  ( 
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necs ;  that  in  an  atJiion  that  took  place 
the  latter  end  of  1793,  between  the 
Spaniards  and  the  French,  in  which^ 
at  the  commencement,  the  latter  had 
been  rcpulfed,  this  young  man  re- 
ceived many  wounds  without  fiirren- 
dcring  himfelf.  That  the  Spaniards,  ex- 
afperated  at  his  obilinacy,  had  pierced 
him  in  fcveral  places,  and  as  they  fap- 
pofed  mortally,  throwing  him  on  the 
ground,  leaving  him  apparent!^  dead.  The 
adion,  however,  at  laft  termmating  in  fa- 
vour of  the  French,  while  fome  fqua- 
drons  of  huflars  were  purfuing  the  Spa- 
niards, one  of  them  ridiag  over  this 
young  man,  and  fancying  he  heard  a 
groan,  humanely  dopt,  difmounted,  and 
found  him  in  the  pitiable  fituation  above 
defcribed.  This  generous  foldier,  ftruck 
with  a  defire  of  ferving  this  wound- 
ed youth,  tarried  behind,  laid  him  acrofs 
his  horfc,  conveyed  him  to  the  neareft 
hofpital  in  the  camp,  and  then  difap- 
peared,   leaving   him   to   the  care  of  the 

furgcons* 
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furgeons.  Here,  contrary  to  expectation, 
and  as  a  kind  of  miracle,  he  foon  reco- 
vered. 

Thanking  him  for  this  recital,  althougli 
a  melancholy  one,  I  begged  he  would,  if 
poflible,  explain  the  caufe  of  that  gloom 
that  feemed  to  hover  about  him  j  to  which 
he  replied,  "  It  arifes,  Madam,  from 
*'  an  extreme  fenfibility  and  goodnefs  of 
**  heart,  for  he  cannot  difcover  his  pre- 
^'  ferver  notwithftanding  every  inquiry ; 
^*  and  from  his  not  having  been  feen  fincc 
^*  the  moment  he  delivered  him  to  the. care 
**  of  the  people  at  the  hofpital,  it  is  fup- 
**  pofed  that  he  had  joined  his  company 
**  in  the  purfuit,  and  in  all  probability 
"  had  fallen  a  viftim  to  his  zeal." 

AfTedled  at  the  above  narrative,  we- 
waved  the  converfation ;  but  were  I,  my 
friend,  to  enter  into  all  the  particulars  we 
have  heard  and  feen,  fince  we  have  been 
here,  relative  to  the  revolution  itfelf,  its 
faufes,  effeds,  &c.  I  fhould  become  a  very 

tircfome 
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tirefome  corrcfpondent ;  I  fhall  only  re* 
marjcy  that  we  have  noticed  fmce  we  en-* 
tered  Savoy,  that  let  the  opinion  qf  in- 
dividuals, refjpe^ing  political  afGurs,  be 
fvhat  it  may,  they  unite  in  fpeaki  ng  with 
the  utmoft  refpcd;  of  their  late  fovereign  j 
they  are  unanimous,  however,  in  exprefling 
their  abhorrence  of  the  ci-devant  Pk^rnQn-' 
te  e  government*  Thi^  cirqumftance  I  am 
not  in  th^  leaft  furprifed  at,  as  I  under-* 
fland  the  major  part  of  the  ci-devant 
places  and  employments  under  govextt-? 
meat  in  this  country,  were  continually 
given  to  Piedmqntefe  in  preference  to  the 
natives :  befides,  muph  is  alfo  attributed  ta 
the  mifmanagement  and  ill-condud  of  the 
governor-general  of  Savoy  priof  to  the  in- 
vaiion  of  the  French ;  who  being  confe- 
quently  a  Piedmontefe  and  having  unli- 
mitted  power,  very  unfortunately  abufed 
that  power,  prompted  by  his  antipathy  to 
the  Savoyards,  rendered  worfe  by  the  in- 
ftigation  of  French  emigrants,  with  which 

Cham*- 


Chamb^rry  was  then  thronged,  he,  inftead 
bf  adopting  the  wife  and  prudent  advice 
given  by  the  fenate,  who^  with  reafon^ 
preached,  the  voice  of  mildneis  and  mo- 
ideraticn,  on  the  contrary,  proceeded  to 
the  execution  of  arbitrary  ads,  in  order 
to  fhew  his  authority ;  and .  fuppofing  it 
better  to  rule  the  Savoyards  and  keep 
them  in  fubjedtion  with  a  rod  of  iron, 
than  by  any  other  means,  had  a  building 
eredled  to  feirve  as  a  pcifbh,  thfe  walls  of 

■ 

/Which'  are  ilill  extant  as  a  monument  of 

tyranny. 

This  building  was  on  the  place  St.  L^er^ 
One  of  the  mbft.  public  fquares  in  the 
town^  and  exadly  Dppofite  the  Cqffe*  he 
ufed  to  frequetit*  Here  it  feems  he  took 
a  pleafure  in  confining  tbolfc  he  thought 
jproper,  indifcrimin&tely  perfecuting  all  who 
Were  fufpeded  of  partiality  to  the  French 
fyftem.     Having  kept  them  there  a  certain 

.  tiqae^  he,  without  any  ceremony,  had  them 

'•  ^  ♦  Coffisff-houfc 

c  G  conveyed 


t  <  ^  «  r«  r  '  ■ 
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conveyed  by  a  guard  at  an  early  hour  0« 
the  parade,  there  to  receive  as  many  lafhcs 
as  he  chofe  to  inflid« 

Thefe,  we  are  told,  are  fadls,  and  many 
young  people  belonging  to  the  ptincipal 
families  in  Chamberry  and  the  environs, 
have  paffed  to  the  French,  in  order  to  et* 
cape  fo  difhonourable  a  treatment.  No 
wonder  then,  my  friend,  if  the  Savoyards, 
who,  though  never  liking  the  French,  and 
noted  for  attachment  to  their  fovereign, 
were,  in  their  own  defence,  obliged,  as  it 
were,  to  join  the  former  when  they  en- 
tered this  country. 

Yet  we  are  afTured  tfiey  had  not  the  moft 
dlftant  idea,  at  that  time,  of  uniting  them- 
felves  to  the  French  republic ;  fo  far  from 
it,  that  the  members  of  the  fenate,  fyndics, 
and,  in  fine,  the  whole  corps  of  magiflracy, 
•  formed  for  themfelves  a  kind  of  conJlUution^ 
which  they  prefented  to  Montejquieu^  vrho 
received  it  with  'much  apparent  fatisfec- 
tion,  and  in  return^  pcoinired  them  pro- 
tedioa   and  afCilance.     Of  thefe  magii^ 

trates 
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trat0B  the  people  fpeak  highly,  atbfibuting 
to  them  the  tranquillity  of  Savoy ^  lind  the 
few  horrors  committed  in  it^  compared 
with  other  parts  of  France,  during  the  time 

of  Robdfpierre  and  his  party.  Even  at 
this  moment,  this  department  may  be  re« 
garded-  as  one  whete  juftice  is  tolerably 
adminiftered,  and  a  confiderable  ihare  of 
humanity  difplayed« 

Adieu. 


0  0  1 
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Grenobk,  Danphuiy,  Fck  3f  r  >797« 

A  PEW  days  after  I  had  difpatched  my 

laft,  Monf.  M—  received  the  expeded 
aafw^r  from  his  friend  at  Paris^  which  to 
cur  extreme  fatisfa<3:ion  included  a  per«^ 
million  from  the  minifter  of  police  for 
obtaining  a  paflport  according  to  our  wifh, 
from  the  department  of  Mont  Blanc.  On 
the  receipt  of  this,  le  bon  Veilliard  haffen- 
cd  to  us,  to  impart  ita  contents ;  adding^ 
with  good  humour,—-"  As  I  perceive  you 
•*  begin  to  be  weary  of  Chamberry,  I 
^  muft  firft  take  you  to  the  ci-devant 
Mat/on  dc  Villcj  where  the  municipality 
holds  its  fittings,  from  whom  you  mud 
procure  a  petition  to  be  prefented  to  the 
prefident  of  the  department^  in  which 
^  mufl  be  ftat^d,  that  on  the  refponfibi-' 


/ 
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^  Sty  ef  two  well  known  mdividuals  you 
•*  »e  «ii|itled  to  a  paflport." 

Seeling  me  fmile  at  the  mention  of  the 
form  we  were  to  go  thfbugh^  he  replied, 
^  Be  thankfbl  it  is  no  worfe,  hr  bad  you 
^  been  total  fbaageri,  and  Incapable  of 
^  procurinfg  perfons  w4io  would  hare  an* 
•'  fwered  for  you^  you  muft  dtber  have 
^^  been  detained  here  a  length  of  time^  or 
fei>t  back  to  Paris :  however,  for  you, 
this  IB  perfe&ly  out  of  the  queilioii,  I 
^^  being  ready  to  be  one  of  the  fureties,  and 
^^  in  order  to  fave  time  and  trouble,  your 
*«  hoft  fliall  be  the  other:' 

This  preliminary  adjuijked,  we  acconu- 
panied  Monf.  M  to  the  municipa- 

Uty,  then  to  the  office  of  the  department, 
held  in  the  ci-devant  royal  chateau  d&- 
fcribed  in  my  laft,  and  where  the  prefident 
(who  knew  us  by  fight,  having  met  us  at 
fome  of  the  parties)  immediately  acceded 
to  our  requeft,  not,  however,  siegleding 
the  ftated  rules  and  formalities. 

o  •  3  With 


^ 

^ 
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With  the  kind  afliftance  of  our  good 
Mentor,  we  were  foon  relieved  from  our 
perplexities,  and  to  our  aftonifhment  found 
the  whole  of  this  bufinefs  trania^ed,  as 
at  Paris,  gratis,  timhres  oxjlamps  excepted ; 
tbefe  being  at  prefent  one  of  the  moft  pro- 
dudtive  fources  of  revenue  throughout  the 
republic,  fince  no  ad:  whatever  is  valid, 
unlels  on  paper  rj^gularly  damped  for  that 
purpofe. 

I  muft  alfo  acquaint  you,  that  the  pre- 
fident  of  every  department  is  confidcred 
in  a  oioft  refpedable  light,  and  the  chief 
of  that  department,  it  being  his  province 
to  keep  up  a  regular  correfpondence  with 
the  Directory,  the  two  councils,  and  the 
miniflers ;  and  alfo  to  receive  difpatches 
from  them  relative  to  the  affairs  of  hi^ 
particular  department. 

From  the  chateau,  we  rambled  to  the 
ci-devant  royal  garden,  nearly  contiguous 
to  it,  and  where  improvements  and  alter- 
ations are  making  to  transform  it  into  a 

national 
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natknai  botanic  me%  which  when  com* 
pkted,  b  to  be  under  the  care  of  a  pro- 
flpflor  in  that  Ime,  it  being  at  Qiambeity 
where  the  ecole  ccntraU^  of  the  depart- 
nient  of  Mont  Blanc  is  to  be  plaiced.  In 
this  public  inftitution  great  attention  4s  to 
be  paid  to  the  education  of  youths,  pro- 
feflbrs  being  already  appointed,  to  whom 
government  is  to- pay  from.  100  to  15a 
pounds  flerling  per  annum,  exchifive  of 
lodging.  For  this,  .they  are  to  lefhire 
gratis,  not  only  oh  the  dead  and  .living 
languages,  but  alfo  the  different  branches 
of  the  mathematics^  of  philofophy,  natu- 
ral hiftory,  &c.  &c.  Should  this  eftablifh- 
meht  be  once  regularly  fettled,  and  filled- 
by  perfons  as  well  qualified  as  thofe  at 
P^ris,  it  will  be  extremely  ufeful  and  ad- 
vantageous to  the  'community  at  large, 
and  worthy  of  bciiig  inftituted  in  more 
countries  than  this.  ' 

•  Central  fchool,— a  kind  of  univcrfitjr. 

*. ' .         .  •  ' 

G  G  4  I  have 
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I  have  cfften  thoi^g^^  tHat  whkt^^aln* 
called  univerfities  are  too  thinly  ftiatliercid,' 
and  that  the  morals  of  mi  young  men 
are  corrupted,  and  th^  obje£l  of  education 
defeated  by  multitude^,  at^thfc  moft  dan^ 
gcrons  age,  being  coagtegatey '  ih  one  place. 
Is  it  wife,  that  England,  with  h&r  popula- 
tion, fliMild  have:  mity  /^  ii^niverfities  ? 
Fai"  be  *  it  from  me  to  W3h  the  madnefit 
^nd  folly  of  the  French  t0  be  copied,  but 
I  would  pick  a  diainopd  from  a  dimghill^ 
^d  not  re]e£t  a  good  hint  though  fuggdt* 
od  -by  an  en^my,     I  would  aik,  ihereforei^ 
whether   fcience   and   motala   ytrould    not 
probjably  undergo  a  confi4erable  imprpve- 
ment,  •  by  having  a  cmtraf  Jchooi  or  uni^ 
vcrfity  in  each  of   our  qpi^ties,  or  .on^r 
to  every  four  or-  five  ^qunties,  aqt^o^d^ng 
to  their  pqpul^jtion,   injlfcad  of  o^^y  tWj9 
yniverfitie^for  the  whole  kingdom  ?     But 
pn  this  I  will  no  further  *4>e?^late. .    It  is 
the  idea  of  the  moment,  and  I  have  ac- 
cuftomed  nfyfelf  more  to  narration  thaa 

Oping, 
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Going,  by  way  of  form,  before  our 
final  departure,  to  pa^y  our  refpefts  to  the 
municipality,  as  we  were  retiring^  one  of 
the  citpyens  requefted  us  to  look  at  fom^ 
prints  ftuck  up  in  the  room ;  adding, 
that,  ^6  we  were  frpm  England,  it  was 
probable  that  we   were    acquainted   with 

■ 

fcme  of  the  perfonages,  and  it  would  give 
them  pleafure  to  know  whether  the  lik?- 
fieffes  were  prefervcd;  Judge  of  bur  fur- 
prife  at  finding,  together  with  the  portraits 

# 

af  the  moft  illuflrious  cfaaraders  in  Europe, 

•  * 

who  have  joui  Ic  plus  grand  rSle*  firicc 
the  beginning  of  the  revolution ; — vk.  the 
Emperor,  King  of  Pruffia,  Lewis  the  Six*- 
teenth,  his  ^  Sardinian  Majefty,  the  Stadt- 
holder,  b;s  Holinefs  the  ^bpe^  and  Catha*? 
fine  of  Rti(ru,-«*^tlt6ft  of  Pkt,  Fox,  Btske; 
L'Abbe  M^uri,  &c.  &c.  On  the  portraits 
■pf  Pitt  and '  Fox  we  were  to  pfohoutkrfe 
which  was  the  greateft  likenefs.  Wc  giving 
the  preference  m  this  rcfpeil  to  the  latter^ 


*  Played  iht  greateft  part. 

a  by- 
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a  by-ftander  vtrj  facetioufly  remarked,— 1 
"  Cela  n'elbpas  furprenant  ;'car  il  eft  bicn- 
plus  aife  de  pelndrc  Fox  que  Pitt ;  puif- 
S  qu'on  ne  fait  par  ou  prendre  ce  dernier*/' 
Being  now  perfedly  en  rigle^  we  quitted 
Chamberry,  (wher^  we  had  fo  unexpect- 
edly remained  nearly  a  month,)  pafEng 
through  St.  yolre^  a  confiderable  fuburl^ 
heretofore  commanded  by  an  ancient  ye-, 
nerable  caftle,  the  ruins  of  which  embel«r 
UAi  4  landfcape  worthy  the  pencil  of  a 
Farell  or  a  Gainfiarougb.  Almoft  imme- 
diately after  begin  the  extenfive  vineyards 
of  ;il/f^8//n^/2f^i9,  thai:  reach  upwards  of  ten 
^glilh  milesy  and  produce  th^t  .moft  ex^ 
cellent  wine  .mentioned  in  my^  laft.  Thefc 
yineyards  are  curious  from  being  Otuated 
OH  the  fides  of:  a  chain  of  mountains  of 
wonderful  elevation  and  abruptnefs,  .and 
hfxchy  of  difficult  >  cultivation^    In  niany 

* 

^  •  *^Thi8  15  not  tobe-wondcred  at,  as  it  Is  much 
**  more  cafy  to  paint  Fox  than  Pitt^  for  one  docs  not 
^  know  how  to  take  the  latter." 


t  J 
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parts,  owing  to  their  extreme  declivity,  the 
proprietors  are  und«r  the  neceffity  of 
building  walls  or  fmall  terraces  on  their 
fides,  to  fupport  the  earth  ;  and  as  the  thaw 
which  takes  place  in  the  fpring  and  the 
violent  fummer  rains,  oftentimes  wafh  away 
the  fmall  quantity  of  vegetable  earxh  that 
covers  the  rock,  the  inhabitants,  who  exifl 
by  the  produce  of  thefe  vines,  are  anini-i 
ally  obliged,  with  extreme  toil  and  pa- 
tience, to  carry  up  on  their  backs,  in  a  kind 
of  balkets,  from  the  very  bottom  of  thr 
mountdn^  frefh  mould,  or  reftore  what 
had  fallen :  ,yet  is  this  fame  wine  fold  ia 
the  coimtry,  as  I  have  before  mentioned^ 

# 

at  no  more  than  tbree-penct  Englifh  pa 
bottle. 

We  now  turned  out  of  the  high-road  ths* 
leads  to  Italy,  and  took  that  to  Grenoble  ia 
Dauphiny.  In  our  way  thither  we  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  beautiful 
manfion  and  village  belonging  to  the'  an- 
cient family  of  the  (;}rdevasit  Marquis  des 

Marches^ 
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Marches.  This  family  is  related  to  Gene« 
I'al  Bellegarde^  now  in  the  Auftrian  army, 
and  the  perfon  who  fo  nobly  diftinguifhcd 
bimfelf  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Rhine^ 
at  JourdaiC^  defeat,  and  MQreau%  retreat, 
where  he  ferved  with  his  Royal  Highnefs 
Prince  Charles.  We  alfo^  at  vlo  great  di£- 
tance^  pafled  by  the  di£Sbrent  works  of  for*- 
tiiications,  or,  as^  called  by  the  French, 
Jfbrtifieation  ue  campagne'^^  erefted  in  eardf 
by  the  Sardinian  troops  at  the  firft  appear^ 
ance  of  the  French,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  with  much  labour  and  expence, 
but  were  not  defended. 

When  the  enemy  marched  up  to  attack 
them,  the  Hedmontefe  troops  inftantly 
fled,  abandoning  a  regiment  of  SaVoy  in* 
Jantry,  prepared  to  do  its  dutyj  One 
captain  and  a  few  privates  of  this  regi^ 
ment  were  wounded,   and  this  may  be  ac* 


coujated  the  only  blood  fpilt  on 


^' ZotmchixMnits** 
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fion :  as  for  the  Piedmontefe^  they  fheltered 
themfelves  in  the  fort  of  MontmeUian^ 
which  had  recently  been  repaired,  and. 
which,  froxii  its  infulated  and  advantageous 
pofition  at  the  entrance  of  the  province* 
of  Mauriennc  and  Tarmtaifej  could  for 
fome  time  have  kept  the  French  in  check, 
until  fuccours  from  PiedmtOnt  had  been 
received.  But  inftead  of  this,  they  here 
again,  a»  foon  as  their  adverfaries  ap^ 
proached,  deferted  this  poft  as  expedi^ 
tioufly  as  they  had  done  the  former,  with- 
out even  firing  a  gun ;  and  bravely  pro*' 
needed  acrofs  the  Alps  to  Piedmont,  leaving 
Savoy  to  the  rt^ercy  of  the  invaders. 

To  this  kind  of  procedure,  in  fome 
meafure,  may  the  lofs  of  Savoy  to  its  legi** 
Cimate  fovereign  be  attributed;  for  the 
n^ves  by  this  behaviour  finding  them^ 
felves  forfaken  and  defencelefs,  and  recoU 
le^ing  the  many  arbitrary  a^s  of  the  late 
Piedmontefe  governor,  began  to  think  for 
themfelves,  and  feht  a  deputation  tp  Mon^- 

S  tefquieu, 
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tefquicu,  as  mentioned  in  my  laft,  pre- 
fenting  him  with  a  copy  of  their  new  con- 
ftitution. 

This  general,  who  was  then  in  pofleflion 
of  the  fort  of  MontmeUian^  received  the 
deputation,  promifing  protedion  and  fecu- 
rity  to  the  inhabitants,— *-the  only  two 
*  things  that  were  in  his  power  to  grant. 
Thefe  fads  I  ftate  with  fome  confidence, 
having  received  them  from  a  perfon  of 
credit,  who  has  been  fo  fortunate  as  to 
preferve  his  neutrality,  although  an  eye*- 
witnefs  of  the  mod  material  tranfadions 
which  have  taken  place  fince  the  union  of 
this  country  to  the  French  republic. 

It  has,  however,  been  aflerted,  in  jufti- 
fication  of  the  Sardinian  troops,  who  with 
much  apparent  cowardice  abandoned  Sa- 
voy, that  they  did  it  by  command  from 
high  authority,  which  exprefsly  fpecxfied 
their  not  making  the  leaft  refiftance ;  and 
that  even  the  above-mentioned  regiment  of 
Savoy,  who   did    fomcthing   by   way  of 

flicwing 
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Ihcwing  themfelves,  had  been  cenfured  for 
a'dling  contrary  to  orders; — that  his  Sardi- 
nian Majefty  was  prompted  to  this  ftep, 
as  a  ftroke  of  deep  policy,  intending  to 
have  demanded  fdtne  confiderable  indenv- 
nity  for  this  unprovoked  aggreffion  of  the 
French* 

What  truth  there  may  be  in  thefe  ftate^ 
inents  I  cannot  fay,  but  it  is  not  natural  to 
fuppofe  that  thefe  troops,  who  fo  bravely 
fought  in  the  maritime  Alps,  where  they 
for  two  years  and  a  half  prevented  the 
French  from  entering  Piedmont,  could  have 
been  fo  panic-ftruck  as  to  fly  before  the 
fame  enemy  at  Savoy  and  Nice.  There 
muft  have  been  fome  other  motive  than 
cowardice^ — either  error  in  the  govern- 
ment, or  difaflfed;ion  in  the  people. 

From  the  above  redoubts  we  proceeded 
to  CbaparUlian^  which,  prior  to  thq  union 
with  France^  was  a  frontier  town  of  |3avoy. 
Three  miles  farther  we  pafled  .  through 
Barrcaux^  a  fmall  town  coi^manded  by  a 

fort. 
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fort»  landing  on  the  banks  of  the  Iftri^ 
and  arrived  early  in  the  evening  at  Gre-S' 
HoBkj  the  road8  being  remarkably  good. 

TTiis  city,  the  ci-devant  capital  of  t)aax^ 
{^iny,  and  *now  the  chef  lieu  of  the  de-^ 
partment  of  Jfere^  where  I  now  write,  wa4 
called  by  the  Romans  GrattanopoUsj  from 
^e  Emperor  Gratian,  wbb  improved  it^ 
and  then  confidered  it  as  a  part  of  Alk^ 
brogia.  0 

It  is  now  a  handfome  place,  its  fortifi- 
cations are  in  tolerable  condition,  aAd  it  i§ 
regularly  built,  vnth  wide  ftfetts,  and  em- 
belliihed  with  many  beautiful  public  edi-* 
ficesk  Its  fituation  is  good,  on  th^  banks 
<>f  the  ]^ere\  a  navigable  riVer,  wiich  id 
this  part  b  of^  great  widths  and  takeA  its 
fource  at  the  bafis  of  the  well-kflowil 
•  flitfcmflain  of  the  Pith  St.  Bernard^  iii  the 
pi?oViilce  df  Tardntai/c^  and  then  .tfm5)fied 
itfelf  into  the  RbSm  a  Rttle  above  Valt&nct  i 
ton^muiucatiflg   in    thi»   wa]^  Vith   the 
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Mediterranean    fea.      It    is    very    popu- 
lous. 

At  the  time  the  province  of  Dauphiny 
was  governed  by  its  own  fovereigns,  that 
is,  prior  to  its  ceffion  to  France,  this  city 
was  their  place,  of  refidence.  Thefe  an- 
cient fovereigns,  who  had  a  long  fuccef- 
fion,  had  the  title  of  Count  and  Dauphin  of 
the  Viennoisj  and  it  was  not  until  1344, 
and  finally  in  1349,  that  this  province  was 
ceded  by  Humbert  the  Second  to  Charles 
eldeft  fon  to  John  Duke  of  Normandy^  he- 
reditary fucceffor  to  the  crown  of  France, 
This  agreement  was  not,  however,  finally 
determined  until  it  was  ftipulated  that  the 
prefumptive  heirs  of  the  French  crown 
fhould  aflfume  the  title  oT  Dauphin,  and« 
quarter  the  arms  of  the  province;   which 

agreement  has  ftridly  been  adhered  to  by 
the  monarchs  of  France^ 

Prior,  to  the  revolution  there  was  a  par- 
liament at  Grenoble,  appointed  in  1453 
b^  X4Cwi8  ZL>  when  dauphin,  confidered 

HH  as 
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as  one  of  the  firft  in  the  kingdom.  It 
t\ras  alfo  a  bifhop's  fee,  conferring  the  title 
of  prince  upon  its  bifhops.  Military  af- 
fairs were  under  the  inipe&ion  of  a  go^ 
vernor-general  of  the  province,  whole 
refidence  was  in  this  city,  There  was 
likewifc  a  military  ^(labUfhment  Hmilar  to 
ours  at  Woolwich,  which,  we  are  told, 
ftill  exifts.  This  city  exerted  itfelf  towards 
introducing  reforms  in  France  befpre  the 
revolution,  and  at  this  moment  the  major 
part  of  its  inhabitants  ar?  warm  patriots, 
but  have  been  wife  enough  to  feled  for 
their  magiftrates,  people  of  talents,  virtue, 
and  fortune,  who  having  put  themfelves 
at  the  head  of  affairs,  preferved  the  de- 
partment from  feeling  the  cruel  and  fan- 
euinary  effeds  of  Robefpierre  and  his 
party.  Moft  of  its  public  edifices  have 
been  refpeded ;  and  on  account  of  thq 
extreme  number  of  troops  that  have 
through  this  city  filed  to  Italy,  it  has  ferved 
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as  a  place  of  depot  en  tous  genres'^  for  the 
army  of  the  Alps  j  hence  every  thing  has 
been  kept  alive,  and  this  place  nearly,  I  am 
told,  retains  its  original  livelinefs. 

We  vifited  the  ci-devant  Hotel  Lefd'i^ 
guiires^  a  building  of  great  beauty,  which 
before  the  revolution  ferved  as  Mai/on  de 
Vtlle^  and  now  as  Mai/on  Commune  for  the 
municipality.  Its  gardens  and  the  Epifcopal 
Palace,  a  noble  ancient  edifice  at  no  great 
diftance,  part  of  which  is  already  difpofed  of 
as  national  property,  rewarded  our  curiofity. 
The  church  of  ^otre  Dame  is  a  beautiful 
Gothic  building.  The  public  national  li^ 
hrary  is  not  yet  finifhed,  but  is  proceeding 
with  great  adivityj  Grenoble  being  the  fpbt 
chofen  for  VUole  qentrak  of  this  depart-* 
ment. 

As  for  churches  and  convents,  of  which 
there  were  many,  all  the  latter  have  been 
fuppreffed,  and  feveral  fold ;  of  \\xt  former^ 

♦  General  depfit. 

»  H  a  ibme 
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fome  are  re-opened,  and  others  continue 
fhut.  Thofe  which  are  re-opened,  have 
undergone  the  ceremony  of  being  rebenite^ 
^s  it  is  here  ftiled,— rwhich  is  nothing  more 
than  white-wafliing  the  infide  of  the  edi- 
fice, throwing  here  and  there  a  little  holy 
water^  accompanied  by  a  Te  Deum  and  a 
few  Ave- Marias. 

m 

We  have  heard  that  the  famous  Carthu- 
fian  monailery  in  this  neighbourhood^ 
called  Cbartreufe^  fo  well  known  to  male 
ftrangers,  (women  having  been  exprefely 
prohibited  admittance,)  has  (hared  the 
common  fate.  The  grounds,  which  are 
^xtenfive  and  beautiful,  I  find  are  di^ofed 
pf,  but  not  the  monqfteryy  which  in  ita  pre* 
fent  ftate  muft  be  the  very  Gq/iie  ofM^ 
lancboly.  Here  (I  may  fay  in  the  beautiful 
lines  of  Pope,  which  prefented  themfelvc^ 
pn  the  occafion) — . 

^<  Black  Melancholy  fits,  and  round  her  throws 
f  <  A  deatli-like  iilence^  and  a  dread  repofe : 

«  Hcif 
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*'  Her  gloomy  prefence  faddens  all  the  fcene»     . 
^'  Shades  evVy  flow'r,  and  darkens  cv'ry  green  | 
^*  Deepens  the  murmur  of  the  falling  floods, 
"  And  breathes  a  browner  horror  on  the  Woods  * 

Several  of  thefe  hofpitable  monks,  w6 
are  told,  have  retired  into  the  mountains  of 
Freybourg^  where  they  have  already  com- 
menced a  neix)  inftitution,  and  met  with 
fome  profelytes. 

This  afternoon,  on  our  return  from  our 
perambulation,  we  were  informed  that  four 
ftrangers,  not  long  fince  arrived  at  our  au^ 
berge^  had  been  arrefted  without  knowing 
the  caufe  j  and  that  even  our  apartment, 
during  our  abfence,  had  been  fearched ;  fd 
that,  though  we  may  have  nothing  to  fear, 
being  en  rigle^  we  think  it  moft  prudent 
to  depart  to-morrow. 

We  have  juft  heard  that  thefe  people 
are  fufpefted  to  be  implicated  in  the  con- 
fpiracy  formed  by  Dunan^  Brotier^  and  Le 
Villeurnoy^  arrefled  at  Paris  the  13th  of 
January.     It    is  alfo   faid,    that   amongft 

HH  3  their 
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their  papers  have  been  found  copied  of 
a  proclamation  from  Lewis  the  Eighteenth 
cux  bons  Franfois^  attaches  a  leur  Rot  et  a 
leur  Religion* • 

Adieu. 

^  To  all  good  Frencbincn>  attached  to  their  King 
and  to  their  Religion. 
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Sccheron,  March  3,  1797*4 

The  good  people  of  the  houfe,  imagin- 
ing us  to  be  fafe  at  Turin,  were  not  a  little 
furprifed  at  feeing  us  arrive  here  yefterday 
evening;  but  we  did  liot  return  to  thi^ 
place  from  whence  we  came,  without  ac- 
complifhing  our  plan  formed  at  Cham* 
berry,  of  vifiting  Lyons  as  well  as  Gre^ 
noble. 

You  may  be  aflbted  that^  after  what  I 
have  read  and  heard  of  the  former  of  thefe 
cities  during  the  revolution,  I  did  not  ap'- 
proach  it  with  calm  and  tranquil  nerves. 
As  we  arrived  at  St.  Dennis  de  Bron^  the 
kift  poft-town  prior  to  reaching  Lyons,  my 
imagination  began  to  employ  itfelf  in 
painful  anticipation.  We  foon  difeerned 
the  beautiful  Dome  de  VHopital^    which 

H  H  4  appears 
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appears  majeftically  rifmg  above  innnine^ 
rable  edifices,  united  with  the  delightful 
mountain  of  Fourviere^  that  commands  the 
northern  part  of  the  city,  and  whofe  de- 
clivity is  covered  with  villas  and  gardens, 
but  my  mind  was  too  much  occupied  by 
gloomy  ■  thoughts  to  enjoy  the  fcene.  I 
grant  that  I  had  fomc  womanifh  fears; 
they  were,  however,  blended  with  fenti- 
ments  of  humanity,  and  with  a  deteft- 
ation  of  revolutionary  cruelty  and  murder* 
Having  gained  the  long  and  tedious 
Eauxbourg  la  Guilliotiere,  we  met  a  picket 
of  foidiers,  who  allowed  us  to  pafs  un- 
noticed; but  on  reaching  the  bridge  of 
the  fame  name, — which  before  the  re- 
volution fervcd  as^  a  limit  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Dauphiny,— -we  were  ftopped, 
and  underwent  the  fame  ceremony  as  at 
Paris.  Though  accuftomed  to  thefe  form- 
arlities,  they  v/ere '  here  rendered  peculi- 
arly formidable  by  my  apprehenfions ;  nor 
did  the  fcrutinifmg  look  of  a  corporal, 
who  cliofe  to  keep  us  waiting  a  confider- 

able 
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^ble  time  ere  he  could  be  perfuaded  to  let 
Us  pafs  on,  diminifh  my  agitation. 

This  circumftapce,  added  to  the  event 
of  Grenoble^  filled  me  with  a  thouiand 
unpleafant  ideas,  and  damped  my  defire 
of  vifiting  a  city  fo  celebrated.  I  cbn-* 
demned  our  imprudence  in  having  under- 
taken the  tour  from  Cbamhrry  to  Geneva^ 
by  the  way  of  Grenoble  and  Lyons ^  merely 
out  of  curiofity ;  there  being  at  prefent 
but  few  ftrangers  who  venture-  through 
France  J  for  travellers  of  anydefcription,  who 
have  the  leaft  appearance  above  the  conv 
mon  clafs,  Hand  a  chance,  particularly  at 
Lyons,  of  being  fufpeiSted  of  efplonage^  of 
being  agents  for  Louis  XVIIL,  or  French 
emigrants. 

Scarcely  had  we  crofled  the  Rhon^ 
at  the  bridge  La  Guilliotiere^  than  we 
perceived  the  dreadful  havoc  caufed  by 
the  fiege  this  unfortunate  city  had  fuftained 
in  the  time  of  Robefpierre,  and  which  be- 
came ftill  more  horrible  after  the  furrender 

9  of 
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of  the  place.  Our  auberge  being  fitiii* 
ated  in  la  Place  des  Terriaux^  we  wefc 
forced  to  traverfc  'the  beautiful  quays 
credted  along  the  fides  of  the  Rhone,  aiid 
bad  an  opportunity  of  viewing  the  mis- 
chief which  feveral  hatidfome  buildings 
'  liad  fuftained.  But  this,  alas!  was  no- 
thing to  what  we  witnefled  oppofite  the 
Tont  Morandy  where  that  part  of  the  city 
exhibits  a  woeful  fpediacle  of  devaftation, 
and  which,  we  were  informed,  was  owing  t6 
the  befiegers  having  eredicd  their  batteries 
in  the  Plaines  des  Brettaux  on  the  othet 
fide  of  the  Rhone,  exaftly  oppofite  to 
that  fpot.  Coming  to  our  auberge,  which 
was  the  ci-devant  Hotel  des  S^uatre  NationSj 
we  found  it  had  alfo  fufFered  by  the 
burfting  of  fome  bombs  ;  we  neverthelefs 
took  up  our  quarters  in  it,  and  accommo- 
dated ourifelves  as  well  as  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  would  allow. 

After  dinner  we  went  to  the  theatre, 
took  our  feats  in  one  d{  the  moft  conve- 
nient 


hient  loges*  To  our  aftonifhment  vtc 
found  ourfelves  in  a  beautiful  building 
moft  thinly  attended.  This  folitary  ap- 
pearance  continued  the  whole  reprefent- 
ation  of  the  premiers  piece ;  but  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fecondy  the  houfe  filled 
and  foon  crowded.  We  inquired  of 
a  perfon  in  the  fame  box,  whether 
this  was  the  ufual  cullom  \  to  which 
he  replied,  "  Vous  etes  done  etrangers, 
•'  puifque  vous  ne  favez  pas  que  Ton 
**  donne  ce  foir  unc  forte  Ie9on  a  nos 
"  enrages  Jacobins  et  ex-conventionels.*' 
— "  Oh !  c'eft  une  fatire  excellente/*  re- 
fumed  a  pretty  woman  drefled  in  the 
higheft  tafte  of  fafhion,  avec  une  robe 
a  la  Terpficborey  feated  in  the  next  box  to  us, 
"  trop  douce  cependant,  pour  ces  monflres. 
"  — N'eft-il-pas  vrai  que  vous  nous  aide- 
"  rez  ^  applaudirr'— *^Oh!  fans  douteV* 

returned 

*  *'  Tou  muft  then  be  ftrangers,  fincc  you  arc  not 
"  acquainted  that  they  exhibit  this  night  a  forcible 
**  Icflbn  to  our  enraged  Jacobins  and  cx-convcntional- 

ifts.'' 
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returned    th,e   other;    and  thus  they  al- 
temately  proceeded,  without  givmg  us  timd 
lo  put  in  a  word,  until  the  curtain  drew 
.  up,  and  the  piece  conunenced. 

Inftantly  plaudits  were  re-echoed,  and 
fcarcely  had  the  chief  afitor  of  the  drama 
delivered  three  fentences,  when  from  the 
continual  noife  and  clamour, yZ>r  and  againft^ 
though  moftly  in  favour  of,  the  piece, 
which  was  comic ^  we  were  in  fear  that  the 
end  might  be  tragic;  however,  the  whole  ter- 
minated better  than  we  expeded,  and  we 
reaped  fome  amufement,  the  fatire  being 
excellent^  as  the  lady  had  judicioufly  re- 
marked. The  company  made  a  re/pedl- 
able  appearance,  the  me?!  neatly  drefled,  the 
females  really  elegant,   for  Fafliion  feems 

Hot  to  have  loft  any  of  its  preponder- 
ance during  the   revolution ;  on  "the  con- 

M  ids."— "It  IS  an  excellent  fatire,"  faid  a  lady  drefled 
in  a  robe  of  Ter^tchore^  "  but  too  mild  for  thefe  mon- 
**  Iters.— You  will  affift  us  in  applauding  it  ?" — "  No 
«  doubt." 

trary. 


MODERN    FKAWCB.  477 

trary,  that  goddefs  appears  to  have  kept 
her  dominion  throughout  every  part  of 
France. 

Where  we  perceived  the  moft  tremend-? 
ous  effeds  of  the  reign  of  terror  was  oa 
the  ci-devant  beautiful  place  Bdle-Cour^ 
where  feveral  of  the  noble  manfions,  that 
once  enriched  that  fquare,  are  now  a  heap 
of  ruin^  as  well  ^s  the  charming  prome- 
nade,  by  which  it  was  heretofore  embeU 
liihed,  and  which  now  fcarcely  exifta^ 
The  quays  of  the  Saotte  difplay  the  fame 
VandaUXikt  fury;  and  the  churches  and 
convents,  that  were  on  that  fpot,  are  now 
in  ruins.  We  have  been  informed,  that 
pn  thefe  quays,  and  on  la  Place  Belle^Cour 
the  greateft  cruelties  were  committed:—- 
cruelties,  the  bare  recital  of  which  muft 
make  one  fhudder,  exercifed  in  cold 
blood  againft  thofe  who  were  iuijpedied 
pf  royalifm  or  federalifm:  for  here, 
when  the  guillotine  could  not  difpatch. 
^ith    fufficient   expedition,    guns  loaded 

wit-h 
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with  grape-Jbot  were  employed  agdnfl 
miferable  vidims  tied  together  in  rows^ 
who  fell  by  hundreds,  and  whofc  blood 
flowed  like  water  into  the  Suone.  Oh  ! 
hprrible,  horrible,  moft  horrible  ! ! ! 

The  anti- Jacobins,  who  at  prefent  have 
the  advantage,  commit  in  private  fimilar 
horrors  to  thofe  which  rendered  the  con- 
trary party  odious }  and  ihoutd  this  fpirit 
of  vengeance  and  retalis^tion  be  allowed  to 
proceed,  what  muft  become  of  this  ci-de- 
vant  opulent  and  delightful  town  ? 

We  did  not  forget  the  Bibliotbeque 
puhliqucy  which  you  muft  fo  often  have 
heard  B.  mention;  and  happy  were  we 

# 

to  find  that  it  had  been  refpeded,  as 
alfo  the  academy  for  painting,  the  veteri- 
narian  fchool,  (accounted  the  moft  famous 
of  the  kind  in  Europe,)  the  hofpitals, 
fchools,  &c. 

One  thing  more  I  muft  remark;  during 
the  very  midft  of  defolation  and  fury, 
whoever  were  friendly  to  the  revolution 

hung* 
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huog  out  a  tri-coloured  flag  at  the  moft 
confpicuous  part  of  their  houfes,  and  all 
thofe  thus  marked  were  in  general  pr&- 
ferved. 

Lyons  being  the  cbef  lieu  of  the  depart-p 
ment  of  the  Rbone^  the  members  of  this 
department  are  buded  in  eftablifhing  (heir 
^cole  centrales  of  which  many  of  the  pro* 
feObrs  are  already  appointed.  The  na- 
tional public  library  is,  when  finifhed,  to 
contain,  in  addition  to  the  valuable  coU 
ledion  it  has  always  had,  ibme  extra  coU 
legions  of  fca^ce  books,  manufcripts,  &c« 
taken  from  the  ci-devant  fecular  and  mo^ 
paftic  orders  now  fupprefled. 

But  fo  little  fadsfadtion  did  we  expe- 
dience in  exploring  this  city,  that  we  left 
It  without  the  leaft  regret,  and  were  for- 
tunate enough  in  meeting  Monfieur  and 

^^ad2^m?  S -,  who  were  quitting  it  at 

the  fame  time  with  us,  and  by  the  fame 
route.  Their  pleafant  fociety  helped  tQ 
p^literat^  many   melancholy  impreflions, 

an4 
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ztkd  to  chafe  thoughts  which  would  others 
wile  have  fat  heavy  on  our  fouls. 

The  country  we  croffed  to  this  place 
was  beautiful  j  but  fufpeding  that  I  have 
over-dofed  you  with  rural  defcription^  % 
will  be  filent  on  the  fubjed  of  mountdn, 
wood,  and  valley,  and  only  beg  you  to 

Relieve  me 

*  Sincerely  your*s, 


KfC^EftN   ^PRANtiE;  48*1 
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S^chetohy  March  i^,  179! i 

-L/BCTUREils  On  the  advantages  of  demcH 
cratical  governments  muft  not  fend  theii? 
pupils  to  Geiieva  to  exemplify  their  doc-* 
trine,  for  nothing  can  exceed  the  fufpi- 
clon,  alarm,  and  infecurity  that  at  prefent 
iprevail  in  this  republic.  I  have  been  a 
fecond  time  to  explore  it,  but  I  found  it 
in  fo  j^tated  a  ftate,  that  I  was  not  happy 
till  I  was  without  its  walls* 

Since  our  return  to  this  place,  we  have 
met  with  a  Mr.  B,,  whom  you  muft  have 
known  in  England,  and  who  has  cbofen 
to  fettle  himfelf  in  this  romantic  part  of 
the  world,  in  a  fmall  habitation,  built  in 
the  cottage  ftyle,  nearly  at  the  foot  of  the 
Sal6ve*  The  other  day  we  went  to  vifit 
him  at  his  piifturefque  retreat,  and  I  need 

1 1  not 
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not   fay   that   we   were   highly  gratified* 
Here  was 

««  The  feaft  of  reafon,  and  the  flow  of  foul." 

Though  the  man  of  the  world  has  the  re- 
putation of  the  moft  enlarged  mind,  the 
man  of  retirement  generally  furpafles  him 
in  clearnefs,  depth,  and  expanfion  of 
thought.  The  reflexions  of  a  retired 
fage  are  worth  coIIeXing.  He  reafons  on 
the  great  events  which  agitat;e  nations 
without  paffion,  while  thie  a£tor  in  the 
political  drama  gives  way  to  his  paflion 
without  confulting  his  reafon.  Mr.  B. 
entertained  us  with  his  fentiments  on  the 
French  revolution.  He  lamented  its  er- 
rors, groaned  over  its  horrors,  and  con- 
cluded- with  hoping,  that  when  the  ebulli- 
tions of  vice  and  madnefs  wefe  over,  it 
would  refine  itfelf  into  a  rational  and  prac- 
ticable fyftem,  and  difcover  at  the  bottom 
fomething  for  the  good  of  the  world. 

We  were  both  pleafed  with  the  mode- 
ration and  benevolence  of  this  fentiment ; 

but 
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fcut  my  card  fpofo  could  not  help  afkiiig 
him,  with  a  fmile,  whether  ,the  old  fimile 
of  Pandora's  box  would  not  have  anfwer- 
ed  his  purpofe  ? 

The  next  day,  being  the  firft  of  Ger- 
minal^ or  21(1  of  March,  the  time  appoint- 
ed by  the  hew  French  fyftem  for  the 
meeting  of  the  aflemblies  dalled  ^PHmaira 
and  Communalis^  throughout  France  and 
the  attached  departments,  our  new  ac- 
quaintance obligingly  accompanied  B« 
to  the  fpot  where  the  meeting  was  to 
be  held,  which  was  about  three  miles  dif^ 
tant* 

•  The  citizens,  who  have  a  right  o^  voting  at  thcfc 
aflemblies,  are  required  to  have  their  names  in^fcribed 
in  a  public  rtgiftcr,  kept  open  for  that  purpofe,  in  the 
Mai/on  Commune^  or  Common  Hall,  of  each  Canton 
and  Commune.  Should  the  number  of  voters,  for 
three  fucceflive  years,  exceed  900,  it  is  then  neceifary 
to  call  /ttw  primary  AfTemblies  inllead  of  one.  So 
fays  the  hw. 

The  EleBoral  AffmlUes  do  not  take  place  till  the 
20th  of  Germinal,  or  April  9,  are  held  in  the  chef  lieu 
of  each  department,  and  are  compofed  of  thofe  defi- 
ed at  the  Primary  Aflemblies,  and  return  the  reprefent- 
9tives  fent  to  Paris. 

112  They 
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They  found   a  vaft  concoiirfe  o(  pe(V 
pie,    confifUhg    moftly    of    good    Iook« 
iilg  peafante,  who  had  put  on  their  beft 
clothes  on  the  occafion.    To  judge  by  one 
cifcumftance)  they  had  made  up  their  minds, 
oi   more  properly  had  had  them  made 
tip  for  them,  ere  they  repaired  thither; 
fbr  each  of  thefe  peafants  held  a  flip  of 
paper  in  his  hand,  on  which  were  written 
the  names'  of  thofe  they  were  defirous  of 
choofing :  but,  as  out  of  7  or  800  voters^ 
perhaps  there  might  not  be  100  that  could 
read,  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe  that  thefd 
names  had  been  written  ibr  them,  and  if 
fo,  how  eafy  muft  it  have  been  to  deceive 
them,  by  fubftituting  one  perfon  for  an- 
other.    Whether  this  was  the  cafe  or  not 
it  is  impoflible  to  fay. 

We  have  been  aflured,  that  at  this  time 
the  majority  of  the  eleftions  in  Savo/ 
have  been  influenced  by  the  pricflbwd^ 
'—cures  having  re-entered  in  numbers. 
Thefe  not  having  taken  the  oath  re« 
quired    by  the    republic,    are  forced  to 

fay 
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fay  mafs  in  barns,  hovels,  or  where 
they  can.  By  this  zeal,  however,  m 
their  fpiritual  vocation  they  fo  work  on 
the  feelings  of  the  poor  deluded  in- 
habitants, that  they  have  them  in  total 
fubjed^ion,  and  ufurp  a  fecret  yet  power*- 
ful  influence  over  them.  But  as  there 
are  few  evils  from  whence  fome  good 
does  not  flow,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  hereby 
the  violent  revolutionifl;s,  who  were  the 
terror  of  the  country,  will  not  be  retume4 
In  the  department  of  Mont  Blanc  as  eleft* 
ors,.  nor  appointed  to  any  public  charge. 

The  bufinefs  commenced  by  the  com*^ 
mlflary  of  the  executive  government  de* 

daring,  that  as  there  feemed  to  be  a  fuflSi* 
cient  number  of  voters,  they  might  imme«<* 
diately  proceed  to  form  the  bureau  or  com^ 
jnittee^  which  was  done  in  the  following 
manner. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Jeance^  the 
oldejl  voters  that  could  read  were  called 
to  take  their  feats  at  the  table;  and 
the  moji  ancient^  a  refpedable  old  man  of 

1 1  2  about 
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about  feventy  years  of  age,  with  his  hoary 
locks  and  linfey-wolfey  coat,  was  chofen 
prefident^  and  three  others  next  in  age 
fcrutateurs  or  fcrutineers.  The  prefident 
then  fummoned  the  younger  voters,  or 
thofe  from  five-and- twenty  to  thirty  yeare 
of  age,  to  approach  the  table,  when  three 
of  tbefe  were  chofen  fecretaries  to  this  bu^ 
reau  provifaire  *,  fo  called  from  its  being 
only  temporary.  This  fettled,  the  hoary 
prefident  rofe,  and  pronounced  in  the  namz 
of  the  law^  the  committee  properly  con-p 
ftityted,  which  terminates  the  power  of 
the  commifTary  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment. This  prefident  then  proceeds  Xq 
4^clare,  that  as  they  were  now  going  to 
eled  the  definitive  prefident^  fecretaries ^  and 
fcrufineers^  one  of  his  fecretaries  would 
immediately  put  Tappel  nomit^al^  for  the 
prefident,  confequently  he  who  had  a  majo- 
rity of  yoices  y^ould  be  deenied  duly  eled- 
jf d  J  th?.  two  n?xt  in  number,  fec^"etarie5| 

f  f  rovifional  committee^  f  T^c  nomipal  appeal. 

an4 
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and  the  fame  with  refpefl:  to  fcrutineers. 
This  form  being  gone  through,  the  newly 
eledlcd  prefident  took  the  feat  of  the 
temporary  oiie,  the  old  man  and  his 
fuite  retiring;  while  be^  now  invefted 
with  power  to  aft  during  the  feilion, 
began  by  reading  the  article  of  the  French 
conftitution  relative  to  the  police,  direc- 
tion, and  regulation  of  the  primary  aflem- 
blies,  and  which  dirciflly  fpecifieS,  that 
the  faid  police,  &c.  is  under  the  imme- 
diate controUl  of  the  prefident,  and  that 
no  matter  whatever  is  to  be  difcuiTed  or 
taken  under  confideration  during  the  pr&- 
'fcnr  fitting,  iliat  is  foreign  to  the  bufinefs 
of  the  eledlion.  • 

I  caq^ot  but  admire  this  reftridion. 
Popular  afTemblies  are  eafily  led  aftray  from 
the  fpecific  objeft  of  their  meeting,  and 
bufinefs  is  interrupted  by  loofe  *  and  in-^ 
:fl&mmatory  declamation.  The  French  have 
provided  againft  this  evil.  They  have 
taken  care  that  the  Primary  AfTemblies  be 
:D0t  fchools  for  oratory^  or  difputing  clubs 

114  on 
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on  the  fubjea  of  government  Theynip 
meetings  for  huftnefs^  qot  for  (HJj^utation. 

The  prefident  th^n  proceeded  to  call 
the  voters  who  were  to  nominilte  thp 
^Sors ;  and  as  the  cd^nt^riy  our  gentlemen 
attended,  had  a  right  to  fend  ^wr,  cacli 
YOter  depQfited  in  a  vafe,  for  the  purpofe^ 
the  flip  of  paper  already  mentioned,  cosr. 
taining  the  names  of  f^uir  indiyidualf* 
When  this  W2^  iiniflied,  the  fceretaries 
proceeded  to  the  fcrutiny,  and  jis  fwt  of 
the  cittern  therein  fpecified  were  £oun4 
|o  have  obtained  a  decided  majority,  Che 
^le^lion  was  finally  terminated  on  tha( 
4ay ;  but  on  the  contrary^  had  there  beei^ 
only  tbrec^  the  fame  ceremony  muft  hav<j 
|>een  repeated  ^n^iI  the  fourth  had  been 
^xed  on. 

.  Here  ended  this  bufinefa,  which  pafled 
off  with  the  utmpft  tranquillity.  The  prefi*- 
flent,  be£pre  he  quitted  the  chair,  <^dered  the 
vcfhal  procefs  to  be  written,  a^d  then  anr 
fiounced,  that  aa  %he  morrow  theyihouMI 
ft^Q  fifleii!^)le  to  ^%Qi  a  prefident  of  the 
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^pnmicipality^  adminiftratorsy  jufiices  qf  the 
feaccy  aJfeffoHy  &c.  Befidw  thqfe  magif- 
prates,  there  is  an  agent  for  e^ch  cosh 
mune,  who  is  alfo  ele£le()  by  votes,  which 
are  taken  a  few  days  after  in  the  town^ 
fxdly  4t|d  followed  by  the  nomination 
of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  national 
guard*  For  this  the  inoft  convenient 
open  plaqe  in  the  commune  is  fixed  on, 
^nd  there  the  foidiers  appear  in  order, 
with  their  uniforms,  &c. 

The  whole  of  ihefe  elc£Hons  are  anr 
nual,  and  take  place  on  the  days  above 
ipecified. 

B,,  dcfirous  of  feeing  ont  of  thefe  mi- 
litary eleftions,  took  me  with  him,  the 
day  being  fine,  to  the  place  appointed. 
We  there  beheld  a  group  of  peafants 
ynder  arms,  many  of  them  jnaking  the 
moft  grotefque  appearance  imaginable  j 
for  in  fpite  of  all  their  military  accoutre-r 
ments,  it  was  difcernible,  that  they  knew 
better  how  to  manage  a  pick-axe  or  fpade 

than  a  gu«, 
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The  captaini-lieutenant,  ferjeant,  corpo- 
ral, &c.  were  nominated  in  rotation, 
while  the  others,  who  had  enjoyed  thefe 
polls  during  the  year  preceding,  quietly 
refumed  their  ftation  among  the  pri- 
vates. The  national  agent^  who  is  obliged 
to  aflift,  then  Voted  thanks  to  thofc 
who  had  fo  handfomely  retired,  after 
having  filled  their  refpedive  pofts  with 
Jionour.  The  drums  and  fifes  then  ftruck 
up,  and  this  rural  militia  being  joined 
by  their  wives,  fifters,  daughters,  and  other 
females,  they  tripped  it  v^^j  on  "  the 
♦*  light  fantaftic  toe,"  and  terminated  this 
important  bufinefs  with  th?  Fr^nphm^in's 
finaley^"^^  danc^e, 

Adieu^ 
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Mchcron,  April  30,  1 797. 

From  this  place  we  h^ve  made  frequent 
excurfions  into  Savoy,  and  I  was  furprifed, 
after  the  accounts  I  have  read  of  it,  to  find 
4t  fo  well  cultivated^  Its  moft  refpedable 
inhabitants,  imitating  the  laudable  example 
of  our  Engliflx  gentlemen-farmers,  make 
agriculture  their  favourite  occupation^ 

The  names  of  Miller^  Jlrtbur  Toung^ 
^nd  Marjhally  are  perfedly  familiar  in  this 
country,  and  are  quoted  in  converfation 
by  individuals  whom  I  fhould  not  have  fut- 
ped):ed  to  have  known  that fuch  learned  agri- 
pulturifts  exifted.  They  are  likewife  in- 
debted to  a  fet  of  learned  men  of  Geneva^ 
who  within  a  fhort  tim/s  have  bufied  them- 
felves   in    compiling   a  periodical   work, 

fomething 
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fometliiog  fimilar  to  our  Monthly  and  Cri^ 
fical  Reviews  J  wherein  are  noticed  the  new 
publications  that  appear  in  difierent  parts- 

of  Europe,  and  to  which  notices  are  annex- 
ed candid  and  liberal  criticifms.  This 
pamphlet  does  infinite  credit  to  the  gentle* 
men  who  have  undertaken  it,  as  they  ap- 
pear to  feledl  for  remark  thofe  books  whic!i 
M  the  prefent  moment  are  of  the  greateft 
ufe. 

On  the  24th  inftant  arrited  a  courier 
from  General  Kellermann  at  CSiamberrjr, 

to  the  French  refident  at  Genera,  fiating 
that  on  the  1 8th  of  March,  P.  M,  the  pre^ 
iimhiaries  of  peace  between  bis  Imperial  Ma-^ 
jejly  and  the  French  republic  had  been 
finally  figned  at  the  cafUe  of  Eckemwald^ 
near  Leohen^  by  Major-general  Merveldt^ 
Baron  Vincent ^  and  Marquis  of  Gallo^  on  the 
part  of  the  Emperor,  and  Buonaparte  for 
the  republic. 

This  intelligence  has  been  the  fourcc  of 
the  moft   lively  joy  in  this  jpart  of  the 

world  J 
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vrOrld ;  at  Geneva  in  particular  the 
guns   on    the    ramparta    were    fired,    set. 

ft 

ftat^d  time$».  (he  whole  day  and  pare 
of  the  night,  though  it  never  ceafed 
rtuning. 

The  department  of  Mont  Blanc,  in  iml^ 
tation  of  thofe  in  France  Proper,  have  cc- 
lebrated  a  Jete  in  honor  of  this  peace  con* 
eluded  with  the  Emperor.  We  were  al- 
lowed to  be  prefent,  and  I  will  try  to  give 
you  fome  idea  of  it. 

For  three  day^  the  drummer  had  paraded 
the  different  villages  of  the  commune,  in 
order  to  make  known  that  on  fuch  a  day, 
which  was  Sunday,  the  fete  in  comme« 
moration  of  the  peace  was  to  be  cele« 
brated.  He  was  ordered,  in  the  name  of 
the  magiftrates,  to  invite  the  inhabitants  ta 
^  patriotic  feaft,  which  was  to  be  furnifhed 
by  each  either  taking  or  fending*  their  din- 
ner to  the  piace  publique ;  a  trifle  alfo  wad 
folicited  towards  defraying  the  expences  of 
Qiufic,  fire-works,  &c.  the  commune  not 
being  fu£5ciently  rich  to  undertake  the  e^-* 

9  penccs ; 
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peaces:  fo  that  they  were  forced  to  afk 
charity  before  they  could  venture  on  fefti^ 
▼ity.  This  humble  prelude  indicated  no^ 
thing  Very  brilliahL 

On  the  day  of  celebration,  the  national 
guard,  drawn  out  in  form,  under  arms, 
paraded  up  and  down  the  place  publiquej 

where  the  people  were  invited  to  dine, 
while  a  band  was  playing  the  moft  favou- 
rite patriotic  airs.  Headed  by  the  magif* 
trates,  and  followed  by  a  crowd  of  people, 

they  marched  up  to  a  kind  of  tem{Je, 
erected  on  the  occaiion,  and  compofed  of 
oak  branches,  in  the  centre  of  which  was 
an  altar^  fuftaining  the  Goddefs  of  Liberty^ 
and  round  it  were  painted  the  portrsuts  of 
Buonaparte^  Angereau^  Majftna^  VtSlor^  Mo^ 
reauj  Hocbe^  and  others  who  had  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  in  their  armies.  This 
verdant  temple  or  tabernacle  reminded  our 
friend  of  the  chapels  called  Repofoires^ 
ereded  in  the  catholic  Swifs  Cantons  on 
the  commemoration  of  Fete  DieUy  which 
with  them  is  a  great  day. 

Here 
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Here  they  halted,  and  the  naliohal  agent 
began  a  fpetch^  ftudied,  no  doubt,  for  the 
purpofe ;  in  which  he  pompoufly  enume- 
rated the  obligations  that  the  nation  was 
under  to  its  armies  and  their  leaders,  who 
by  their  courage,  Ikill,  and  perfeverance, 
had    aftonifhed   the   world,    and   already 

compelled  the  major  part  of  their  enemies 
to  exchange  \kitfword  for  the  olive  branch. 
He  then  concluded  by  congratulating  the  re- 
public on  the  peace  with  the  Emperor,  and 
by  ftrongly  recommending  them  to  unite 
under  the  French  conftitution,  and  to  bury 
in  oblivion  the  wrongs,  horrors,  and  arbi- 
trary proceedings  by  which  the  revolution 
had  been  tarnifhed. 

The  outfide  of  this  building  was  orna- 
mented with  a  number  of  medallions  hang- 
ing on  all  fides,  and  to  each  a  device* 
Beneath  one  covered  with  crape,  were  the 
following  words :— "  Aux  manes  des  gene-- 
**  reux^    defeftfeurs  de  la  liberte^;^    while 

•  ••  To  the  maacs  of  the  generals,  the  defenders  of 
««  liberty/' 

next 
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next  to  it  hung  another  with  this  Latin 
motto  t-^—**  Dulci^  €t  dicorvm  eft  pro  patrii 


mm.^^ 


But  the  day  did  not  pafs  away  iiierely 
with  mufic,  oratory,  and  fcntiment.  At 
twelve  the  people  repaired  to  tables  fpread 
with  the  patriotic  repaft,  each  having  his 

particular  difh  fet  before  him.     The  ma* 

giftrates,  with  their  families^  took  their 
leats  at  the  head  of  the  table;  next  to 
them  all  the  young  militaires  of  the  canton 
who  had  been  wounded  in  the  armies ; 
and  then  the  people^;//  dljiinSion^  who 
behaved  with  more  decency  and  decorum 
than  could  poflibly  be  expefied.  During 
this,  to  me,  novel  and  fingular  feaft, 
feveral  toafts  were  drank,  each  accompa- 
nied by  a  patriotic  air  and  the  firing,  of 
a  gun.  What  was  left  of  the  repaft 
was  diftributed  amongft  the  mendicants 
of  the  fame  commune  who  attended^ 
and  the  whole  concluded,  according  to 
cuftom,  with  a  dance.     You  may  be  fur- 

prifed 
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pri£:d  tbat  we  were  allowed  t(S  remain 
mere  fpedators  for  fiich  a  length  of  tifne : 
but  we  were  not  the  only  on<8#    Several 
Genevefe  were  drawn  there  by  curiofity/ 
and  we  were-  not  diftinguiflied^ 

This  fete^  of  which  I  have  ^ven  you  a 
minute  account,  is,  you  will  fay,  perfeftly 
Frenclu      Its    timplicity    was     affefting, 
though  I  could  not  but  fmile  at  fome  of 
its  decorations.   I  was  moved  by  the  enthu- 
fiafm  of  the  people,  but  I  recoUeded  that 
it  was  a  joy  in  which  I^  had  little  fhare* 
Had  it  been  the  commemoration  of  a  ge^ 
neral  pcace^  I  (hould  have  wifhed  to  have 
taken  my  morfel  to  thefe  rural  tables,  and 
to  have  eaten  it  in  token  of  returning 
concord :  but  I  felt  as  an  Englifhwoman, 
of  courfe  I  could  be  only  a  fped:aton     I 
flattered  myfelf,  however,  that  this  treaty 
with  the  Emperor  would  lead  to  the  ad* 
juftment  of  the  differences  between  all  the 
belligerent  powers,  and  that  "  fair  Peace'* 
would  foon  again  "  ftretch  her  reign  from 
**  fhorc  to  fhore."     Ignorant  of  the  ftate 

KK  of 
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of  politicg,  this  may  be  an  iUufion ;  yet 
allow  me  to  hope  the  heft,  and  to  aflure  you^ 
dear  Madam,  that  while  Frenchmen  were 
ma^g  the  air  refound  with  their  patriotic 
foogs,  my  filent  prayer  was— 


^'  O  fave  m J  countryi  HeaTen ! 


tf 
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Secherofly  May  ^69  ijgj^ 

DuitiKo  our  tour  through  France,  aud 
while  we  have  been  remsdning  here,  in  a 
manner^ftationary,  on  the  borders  of  one  of  ' 
the  departments  attached  to  that  overgrown 
and  terrific  republic,  I  have  taken  every 
opportunity  of  tranfmitting  to  you,  accord- 
ing to  my  promile,  a  faithful  account  of 
whatever  has  offered  itfelf  to  my  atten- 
tion, or  occurred  at  all  worthy  of  notice  in 
our  journey.  As  I  was  obliged^  to  ufe  dif- 
patch,  and  forced  to  write  with  what  may 
be  called  a  ^ying  perty  I  could  not  in  gene- 
ral ftay  to  make  much  comment.  Indeed 
I  wiflied  you  to  draw  your  own  conclu- 
fion  from  the  few  fads  and  anecdotes 
contained  in  my  journal ;  and  therefore  I 
cannot  fay  that  I  was  folicitous  of  thickly 

K  K  2  crouding 
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crouding  it  with  remarks,  and  of  giving  to 
every  detail  its  moral,  religious,  and  politi-* 
cal  inference* 

But  as  you  may  be  defirous  of  having 
our  thoughts  to  compare  them  with  your 
own,  and  as  you  will  probably  hear  no 
inbre  from  me,  on  the  fubjed  of  France,  I 
have  defired  BL,  pourfairt  la  bonne  bpucbe  *, 
to  ^ft  me  with  fome  general  remarks  and 
obfervatlons,  arranged, under  diftind  heads; 
fp  that  you  will  now  have  fubjoined  to 
my  hafty  and  undigefted  narrative,  the 
ijppreffion  which  our  late  view  of  France, 
9s^  ixit^rview  with  the  French^  have  made 
on  biA,  n^iAd^ 

■  * 

L  As  to  Politics. — ^This  new  and  fin* 
jgjuUrlyr<on(lru(£ted  republic  has,  notwith* 
landing  the  mod  alarming  convulfions^ 
^nd  in  fpite  of  immenfe  and  almoft  incal- 
culable loiTes,  been  viftprious  againft  the 
cgntinental  powers  at  war  with  her,  and 

*  That  the  beft  bit  may  come  lalt. 

haS| 
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haS|  for  a  time  at  leaft, 
the  pride  of  thefc  ctiemies, 
fudh  ftrong  barriers  betwe 
flieir  dominions^  that  ihe  b< 
in  her  fecurity^  and  to  thin 
moft  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
and  ambition.  The  pride  ii 
new  republic  begins  to  be  fiat 
being  already  courted  by  i 
powers  of  the  fccond  order. 

0 

governors  want  not  penetn 
cem  that  thefe  fecondary  poi 
to  this  merely  by  motives  of 
imagining  that  they  may  h< 
themfelves  of  her  broad  protc 
to  ihelter  them  .  from  the  ami 
rice  of  their  powerful  neighbc 
being  under  the  neceflity  of  d 

their  own  fcanty.  tefources, 

« 

difcoyering  their  own  weakne 
The  French  are  thoroughly 
the  profeffions  of  attachment  n 
ftates  to  their  republic  are  not 
that  it  is  iinpo£Bble  for  them  t< 

KK3 
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united  to  her;  the  objedt,  therefore,  of 
the  Diredory  feems  to  be  to  furround  her, 
as  far  as  they  can,  with  a  cordon  or  ftring 
of  demQcraticai  powers,  who  (hall  operate, 
in  the  future  fcale  of  Europe,  as  a  counter- 
balance -to  the  monarchical  ftates.  It  is  ia 
confequence  of  this  political  plan  that  France 
has  thought  it  neceflary  not  only  to  de-- 
mand  of  the  Emperor  the  ceflion  of  Flan- 
ders, &c.,  but  to  make  a  point  of  his  for- 
mally acknowledging  the  independence  of 
the  Batavian^  Ctfalpine^  and  Ugurian  tt^ 
publics  i  within  whofe  territories  fhe  will 
Itation  a  great  part  of  her  army,  who  will 
be  maintained  at  their  expence,  and  fur- 
niih  a  kind  of  revenue,  in  the  form  of  fub- 
fidy,  to  her.  Hereby,  likewife,  (he  will 
have  a  confiderable  number  of  troops 
always  ready  to  a&  on  an  emergency, 
which  will  coft  her  nothing. 

In  fhort,  it  is  evident  that  France  is 
prepared  for  fome  time  to  come  to  treat 
thefe  democratic  ftates,  notwithftanding  all 
her  profellions  of  kindaefs   and  .regard, 

much 


ihueh  In  the  fame  manner  as  a  coquedfli 
and  artful  mother  would  three  promifing 
daughters)  of  whofe  rivallhip,  on  their 
coming  to  la  full  difplay  of  their  charms^ 
(he  was  afraid. 

As  far  as  relates,  then,  to  th6  fecurity  o£ 
France  from  her  external  continental  ene« 
mies,  (and  with  thefe  only  I  compare  her ; 
for  the  fecurity  and  interefts  of  Great  Bri^ 
tain  and  France  are  dillind  confiderations,) 
it  appears  to  me,  that  there  is  no  ftate  on 
the  Continent  more  fhelcered  from  the  at-* 
tacks  of  her  neighbours* 

While,  however,  the  French  fepublic 
has  made  uncommon  exertions,  and  with 

0 

wonderful  .fuccefs,  to  be  flrbng  in  the 
field,  it  is  by  no  means  clear  thiKt  (he  is 
internally  ftrong,  and  promifes  to  be  of 
long  duration.  The  brilliant  fuoceffes  of 
armies  do  not  infure  the  perpetuity  of 
political  fyftems.  The  cOnquefts  of  the 
Romans  did  not  prevent  ambition  from 
Invading  their  liberty ;  ^nd  though  Crom<f 
well  triumphed  in  the  field  of  battle  over 

K  K  4  his 
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poffible,  feems.  now  to  be  experiencing 
what  may  be  called  a  counter-revolution. 
It  is  not  to  ht  denied  that  there  are  (till 
iomt  Atbeijis — avowed  Atbeijis — in  France, 
hut  their  number  is  very  inconfiderable 
compared  with  the  multitude  who  are  held 
in  the  mental  chains  of  Bigotry  and  Popifh 
Superftition*  Of  thofe  who  hold  the  mid- 
dle courfe  between  infidelity  on  the .  one 
hand,  and  blind  and  headilrong  fanaticifm 
on  the  other, — ^who  view  Religion  as  ra- 
tional beings  ought  to  do — as  the  unoften- 
tatious  condudirefs  to  virtue,  benevolence, 
and  general  happinefs,— fmall  is  the  ni}m« 

ben^  I  do  not  hear  that  the  reformed  re« 
ligion  makes  any  progrefs  in  France*  A 
fondnefs  for  the  rights  and  ceremomes  of 

« 

the  old  religious  fyilem  difplays  itfelf,  and 
it  is  evident  to  the  mod  fupferficial  ob- 
ferver,  that  the  people  are  not  fuflkiently 
enlightened  to  fhake  off  their  prejudices, 
and  to  copy  the  iimple  worihip  of  the 
Froteftants. 

Perhaps^ 
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Perhaps  the  fudden  return  from  Atheifm 
to  Superftition   will  not  furprife  you,   if 
you  refled  how  prone  men  are  at  all  times 
to  pafs  from  one  extreme  to  another,  and 
that  verfatility  and  levity  are  more  the 
charafteriftics  of  the  French  than  of  any 
other  nation.     The  priefts  alfo,  who  have 
been  of  late  uncommonly  adive,  are  aware 
of  the  influence  they  have  acquired  over 
weak  minds,  and  know  how  to  profit  of 
the  natural  ficklenefs,  in  turning  it  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Catholic  church.     I  have 
been   aflured,  tjiat   at  leaft  two-thirds  of 
the    primary  and  eleftoral  aflemblies   in 
many  departments  which  have  lately  met, 
have  been  influenced  and  direded  by  the 
priefts,   and  that  a  great  number  of  the 
reprefcntatives  in  the  two  Councils  elected 
on  the  2ift  of  March  laft,  are  the  crea^ 
tures  of  the  clergy. 

Zeal  to  regain  is  often  greater  than  zeal 
to  preferve.  The  priefts  are  animated 
with  hope,  and  as  the  prefent  government 

ha$  made  no  provif^on  for  them«  they  em- 
ploy 
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ploy  all  their  addrefs,  and  ftrain  every 
nerve,  to  perfuade  their  obfequious  flocks 
that  the  firfl:  prin.ciple  of  religion  confifts 
in  fupporting  the  church  and  its  paftors. 
So  far  they  have  fucceeded,  even  farther 
than  they  could,  I  fhould  think,  have  im- 
mediately expedle44  for  they  are  in  want 
of  nothing :  and  as  mankind  are  always 
ready  to  take  the  part  of  the  perfecuted, 
clpecially  of  thofe  perfecuted  on  account  of 
their  religion,  compaflion  unites  with  the 
force  of  education  and  habit,  to  produce 

in  the  ignorant  people  a  facVeS'  reverence 
for  their  ejected  and  impoverifhed  pallors* 

Thefe  paftors  in  the  mean  time  refent  the 
wrongs  they  have  fuflTefed,  and,  urging 
confcience  as  the  motive,  obftinately  per-^ 
fevere  in  celebrating  the  'Mafs  in  barna  and 
hfovels,  and  often  refufe  to  return  to  the 
churches  allowed  to  be  re-opened  for  the 
purpofc  of  divine  worfhipi 

If  the  prefent  gx)verilment'  does  nbt 
find  fome  means  of  counters^Sing,  and 
even  of  putting  a  ftop  to  -this  growing 

influence 
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influence  of  the  priefts,  it  will  foon  diC- 
cover  itfelf  to  be  much  embarrafled.  This 
18  a  weak  fide  of  the  French  fyftem,  it  is 
what  threatens  its  exifience,  and  to  which 
it  is  very  diflScult  to  ^pply  a  remedy,  for 
feverity  and  lenity  are  both  dangerous. 

To  fliew  you  the  influence  of  the  re- 
turned priefts,  and  their  prefent  power 
and  authority  among  the  peafants  of  Sa- 
voy, I  will  fubjoin  a  little  anecdote  which, 
came  to  our  knowledge  while  we  were  on 
our  late  vifit  at  Mr.  B— — 's. 

A  young  man,  a  neighbour  of  Mr.  B., 
married  by  a  prieft  ajfcrmente  four  years 
ago  to  a  young  woman,  by  whom  he  has 
three  children,  came  to  the  petite  cbau- 
miere^  while  we  were  there,  in  great  dit- 
trefs  of  mind,  for  advice,  telling  our  hoft 
that  he  had  received  an  exprefs  injunc- 
tion from  his  cure  to  feparate  from  his 
wife  under  pain  of  damnation,  his  mar- 
riage being  null  and  void,  as  contrary  to 
the  form  of  their  holy  religion  ;  and  com- 
pianding  him,  before  he  took   his  wife 

again, 
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again,  to  have  the  banns  publifhed  in 
the  barn,  and  undergo  the  ceremony  of 
abfolution.  Mr.  B.  advifed  this  worthy 
young  man  to  take  no  notice  of  the  in- 
junftion,  and  to  think  nothing  about  it ; 
but  he  and  his  wife  were  made  fo  mifer-* 
able  by  it,  that  we  have  fmce  heard,  in  order 
to  tranquillize  their  minds,  they  were 
forced  to  comply  with  the  prieftly  maa- 
date. 

IIL  The  ftate  of  Morality  in  France, 

* 

depending  in  a  great  meafure  on  its  reli^ 
gion  and  government^  niay,  I  think,  be 
eafily  conjedkured.  Children  from  eight 
to  twelve  years  old  are  commonly  without 
education,  of  courfe  without  proper  fenti- 

ments  of  religion  and .  morality ; — from 
twelve  to  twenty  they  are  all  foldiers,  and 
care  for  neither.  So  far  the  revolution  has 
not  mended  the  morals  of  France.  I  think 
that  I  perceive  in  the  youth  of  the  pre- 
fent  age  an  evident  change  of  charadler ; 
they  are  lefs  fprightly  and  more  refolute. 

Thig 
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This  may  have  arifen  from  the  miferable 
ftate  in  which  their  country  has  been« 
The  old  men  and  women  make  virtue  to 
confift  in  a  regard  to  the  ceremonies  of 
their  religion  j  the  young  men,  in  learning 
the  military  exercife  and  flying  to  the 
army*  I  muft,  however,  inform^  you,  that 
a  provifion  is  making  for  the  inftruftioa 
of  the  children  of  the  peafants.  Some 
can  now  read  and  write,  and  what  has 
contributed  to  this,  is  the  decree  of  the 
Conftitution,  which  deprives  of  the  right 
of  voting  at  the  Primary  Affemblies,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  approaching  century,  all 
thofe  Vfho  cannot  read. 

IV.  The  Arts  and  Sciences  are 
now  very  little  patronized  and  encou- 
raged in  France.  They  feel  the  diftrefles 
of  the  times,  and  the  want  of  money. 
In  fpite,  however,  of  various  obftacles, 
and  of  the  kind  of  perfecution  which  peo- 
ple of  genius  and  talents  fuffered  under 

Robe- 
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Robefpierre,  the  love  of  the  arts  is  far 
from  being  extinguifhed.  There  arc 
many  perfons  of  the  firft  merit  in  France, 
who  employ  themfelves  on  works  of  real 
fcience,  and  only  wait  for  the  return  of 
general  tranquillity  to  give  them  to  their 
country  and  to  the  world.  Moft  of  tlic 
books  at  prefent  publiihed.are  on  political 
mbje&s  or  on  religion.  There  is  now  an 
open  war  carried  on  between  bigotry  and 
philofophy. 

The  beft  editions  of  the  claffics  are, 
however,  in  requeft,  and  are  therefore  be-* 
come  very  fcarce.  The  government  waits 
for  •peace  in  order  to  eftablifh  throughout 
all  the  departments  the  primary  and  central 
fcbools  already  mentioned.  Every  where 
they  are  preparing  for  them,  marking 
out  the  ground,  and  laying  the  foundations 
of  thefe  eftablifhments.  Should  thefe 
prove  to  be,  in  fadt,  what  they  are  ex-- 
hibited  in  theory,  literature,  fciences,  and 
the   arts  may  hope   hereafter  to  flourifh 

T 
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in  France.  I  view  with  fatiafaftion  what- 
ever tends  to  baniih  ignorance  and  diffufe 
knowledge. 

V.  Than  Aoricdlture,  no  branch 
of  indufby  is  purTued  with  more  adivity. 
The  French  appear  defirous  of  carrying  it 
to  the  higheft  pitch  of  improvement 
Their  agricultural  focieties,  in  imitation 
of  thofe  inftituted  in  England,  endeavour 
to  excite  emulation  by  the  diftribution  of 
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of  the  earth ;  but  for  this  fhe  is  more  in- 
debted to  her  enemies  than  to  her  own 
policy.  Their  threat  to  fubdue  her  by 
famine^  infpired  the  inhabitants  of  France 
ivith  fuch  fear,  that  the  ploWfhare  Was  no 
more  negleded  than  the  fword,  and  France 
teetned,  at  the  fame  time^  with  a  goldeiA 
and  an  iron  harvefl« 

Knowing  the  extent  and  fertility  of 
France,  I  always  thought  the  idea  of  ftarv^ 
ing  it  ridiculous  j  but  I  never  expeded  the 
threat  to  have  operated  fo  much  to  its  ad?an«- 
tage  as  it  has  done ;  but  He  who  holds  in 
his  hknd  the  deflinies  of  nations  often 
feems,  as  it  were,  to  fport  with  the  paf- 
iions  of  men,  and  often  converts  an  in«- 
tended  evil  into  a  fource  bf  good.  But 
whatever  may  be  the  ftate  of  agriculture:— 

VI.  As  to  CoMMEKCE,  it  is  in  ft  man- 
ner annihilated ;  it  is  reduced  to  the 
loweft  ebb ;  and  fpices  and  the  other  com- 
modities of  the  Indian  iflands,  are  ^  ex- 
tremely fcarce  as  not  to  1)C  obtained  bdt 

15  at 


at  the  moft  exorbitant  price.  France, 
indeed,  has  been  too  much  humbled  and 
fubdued  on  the  ocean  to  boaft  at  prefent  of 
any  commercial  advantages.  She  has  not 
been  more  fortunate  againft  her  conti- 
nental enemies  than  unfuccefsful  at  fea. 
The  confequence  has  been,  that  her  fo- 
reign trade  has  gone  to  decay.  The  law 
of  the  maximum^  an  inundation  of  afftgnats 
and  mandats^  and  2. forced  loan ^  increafed  the 
cffefl  produced  by  her  naval  misfortunes. 

Trade,  however,  and  commerce  with  her 
continental  neighbours,  for  fome  months 
back,  feems  to  be  reviving;  andXyons,Lifle, 
Sedan,  &c.  Have  already  recommenced 
their  feveral  manufadories.  I  am  toM 
that  the  fair  at  Beaucaire  In  Languedoc 
is  expefted  to  be  a  very  rich  one.  The 
mines  of  iron,  copper,  lead,  and  fait  are 
worked  with  great  induftry. 

Laftlyy  I  would  remark  on  the  French 
FINANCES}  which  are  in  a  very  wretched 

L  !•  3  ftate. 
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ftate.  They  are  deranged  and  funk  be-* 
yond  all  conception,  and  after  fuch  a  revo^ 
luiiorij  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  after 
fuch  a  Jeries  of  revolutions ^  or  political  ex-^ 
ploftons^  how  could  it  have  been  otherwife  ? 
The  French  talk  highly  of  their  refources, 
but  they  have  many  blunders  to  redlify, 
and  many  errors  to  repair,  before  their 
finances  can  be  in  any  profperous  train ; 
and  fome  confiderable  time  muft  pafs  be- 
fore public  credit  can  be  truly  reftored. 
The  execution  of  great  fchemes  are  de- 
ferred till  peace,  a  convincing  proof  of 
the  poverty  of  the  government.  France 
cannot  be  faid  to  be  in  want  of  means  to 
reftore  her  finances,  but  it  is  an  arduous 
talk,  and  her  le'giflators  and  rulers,  muft 
be  lefs  occupied  with  their  particular  quar- 
rels, and  more  with  the  public  good,  be- 
fore this  can  be  efFedted.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  alfo,  that  taxes  are  not  fo  regularly 
paid  in  a  revolutionized  country  as  under 
eftablifhed  governments,  and  that  the  pub- 
lic creditor,  once  defrauded,  exercifes  his 

futiure 
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future  confidence  with  great  reludance. 
Some  tell  me  that  France  in  ten  years  will 
have  difcharged  her  public  debt ;  but  thb 
is  by  no  means  probable,  flie  cannot  fo 
foon  exonerate  herfelf  of  the  efffeas  of  the 
war  and  of  the  revolution. 

It  is,    however,   a  common  trick  with 
minifters  to  flatter  the  people  on  the  fcore  ' 
of  the  finances,  and  perhaps  on  both  fides 
of   the   water    their  ftatements   muft  be 
taken  with  fome  allowance. 

Thus  have  I  fent  you  our  opinion  of 
the  prefent  ftate  of  France,  which  has  un- 
dergone great  changes  within  itfelf,  and 
wonderfully  altered  the  political  fituation 
of  Europe. 

It  is  diflficult  to  fay  how  this  revolution 
VfiW Jinally  terminate ;  whether  it  will  draw 
into  its  vortex  furrounding  ftates,  or  whe- 
ther republicanifm,  like  a  comet,  after  hav- 
ing  pafled  its  fiery  focus,  will  gradually 
cool  and  difappear.  I  confefs  that  I  have 
my  fears,  but  I  hope  that  the  rulers  of 
Europe  will  be  wife,  and  that  Divine  Pro- 
vidence 
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Tidcncc  will  perpetuate  the  Britifh  Confti- 
tution,  and  the  profperity  of  the  Britifh 
Empire. 

We  arc  preparing  to  traverfe  the  Alps. 
-—Dear  Madam, 

5*  Wc  reft  your  hermits," 


THE  END. 
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